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Ab^fERTiSEMENt befbre ThirB 
Volume, 1784. 

^TPHE two firft volumes of the Ser- 
X mons now offered to the Public, are 
already well known. The third volume of 
the prefent Edition contains the pofthu- 
mous Sermons of the diftinguifhed' Au- 
thor, which are faithfully printed from 
his papers. Tliey are publifhed under 
fome difadvantages* He had not prepared 
them for the prefs ; and they cannot be 
expe(5led to have all the accuracy or the 
degance of his former publications. The 
Editor did not think himfelf .atJiberjty to 
hazard corre6lionS, by which: :-he-'vmight' 
have done injuftice to the pecii3iait>>flyi0'' 
and manner of the Author ; bat- -fee .i^a ^ / 
been at pains to compare different* maiiii- - 
fcripts on the fame fubjedls together, and 
has taken advantage of the . notes, which 
were of late years prepared for the pulpit. 
He is perfuaded, that there are ibme of 
thele Sermons which will be thought equal 
Vol. L A t9 
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zo any which appear in tlie firft or fecond 
volumes ; and chat there is none of them 
which will not be acceptable to thofe who 
loved the Author as a man, or refpedled 

him as a Minifter of the Gofpel. The 

eleventh and thirteenth Sermons have been 
already publiftied feparately j the one, in 
1748, and the other, in 1775. The Editor 
flatters himfclf, that no apology is neceC- 
fary for inferting them* He wifhed them 
to be preferved' along with the other Ser- 
mons of the Author. 

Though there were neither ftriking ior. 

iidents, nor much variety in the life of the 

Author, the following fails will not be un- 

;• : :»r?.fep't^^;t&-*}iis friends* 
• • ••• • • • ••• • • 

•••"iJliB: was*: born in Canongate, where his fa- 

V ij^bAK ?!is: :rfnifter, in 171 6. He received a 
• •••••••••••• ' 

regular education at the Univerfity of Edin- 
burgh. Happening to refide for a few 
months in 1737 with a dergyman in Gal- 
loway, he was licenfed to preach the gofpel 
by the Prefbytery of Kirkcudbright. In 



i^8,- in confeqnehcc of an unanimod^ ca,fl^ 
he. was ordained mimfter of Straiton^ with* 
in ^ the bounds of the Prcfbytery of Ay t* 
He- always mentioned this fitoation with 
particular 'fatiisfaftiori, and confidered the 
years which ' he fpent a? Btraiton as among 
thehappieft years of his Hfe. In 1746, he 
was tracnflatdd to the Second Charge of. 
South Leidi. He wa^ then in the forktub 
of Hfe J and never appeared to greater 
advantage? than while lie remained in this 
ilacion; iphher in hif public labourB^ or in 
|iis piitace intercourfe with v his friends; 
In 1754, he was called to be one of the 
tninifters of Edinburgh j and as there wei*e 
at that time thre« vacanties in the city, 
and he was the femhr mtnifter:*Hmcmgrtli6fe; 
Whb were called to fupply theisi^' he: waV 
irhmediately fix^d in 6nt of the Coilegtacc 
Charges of the High' Church. Tlis difHri- 
-guifhed reputation which he maiiitaJhed 
to the end of his life in that confpicudUs 
ftatiouj is Well khbWn to the -publiCi He 
had naturally a found contlitution ; and 
enjoyed an uninterrupted feries of good 
A a ' • ^ health^ 
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itealth, till, in the month of February 17^2^ 
he was fuddenly ieized with an ^apoplexy. 
He recovered at that time ; but his fpirits 
. and vigour were greatly impaired* He went 
to the country in the beginning of the 
follawing fummet ; and his health was fo 
far reftored, that he was able to return to 
his miniftcrial labours in the month of 
September. From that time he continued 
to officiate regularly in pubKc, till death 
put an end to his labours and to his life 
together. On Friday the 4th of April 1783, 
it was his turn to preach, in the morning. 
He left his houfe in good health, and per- 
formed the public feryice in his ufual man- 
ner. In the eonclufion, he dilcovered fome 
\\fymp\xxi^^^ ujieafintfs J and in his re- 
••%fu^a::frCDj<i the fchurcb, faid to a friend, 
.V.tI^tlii£.Jiad got a headafih by preaching. 
/ /'H'iving* iwacbed hisi own houfe with fome 
'difficulty, be was inftantly feized with a 
ftupor; and though immediate affiftance 
was procured^ he expired in lefs than two 
hours. • ' 

The Editor does ^^ not prefiime to deli- 
neate 



is) 

ntate his charadlen This has already beem 
done by a more mafterly hand. The Reve- 
rend Dr Blair, who has given many other 
tcftimonies of refpedl for the memory of his 
deceafed^ colleague, has been io obliging as to 
permit the publication of the concluding part 
of his fermon, preached on the 13th of April 
1783 J for which the Editor takes this public 
opportunity of exprefling his bed and moft 
grateful acknowledgments. 
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GoNctusioN o/'Sehmon from EccL :^L 7* 

preached in the High Church of Eflinburgk^ 

by Dr Hugh Blair, i^tb .April ij^^^ 

on ace a/ton of the death of Mr Robert 

Walker. < 



•— — - After \yhat has been (aid on the 
ibbjecfl of death in general, and in particu- 
lar upon the uncertainty of the time of i^ 
your minds myft naturally have turned to- 
wards that melancholy event which has 
lately befallen, in the fudden removal of 
your faithful and worthy Paftor ; and yoi^ 
will eafily imagme, that this has given oc-* 
<:afion to the train of meditation we have 
now been purfuing. Upon fuch an occa- 
fion, I know this Congregation will indulge 
pie, in paying the laft tribute of refpedl to 
the memory of a colleague whom I efteemed 
and loved ; and iq connedlion with whom 
J have comfortably paft a great part of my 
life. He was the acquaintance and com- 
panion 
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pankm of my youth. For nearly the pe- 
riod of twenty-five years we were affociated 
iti the charge of this Congregation; and 
during all that long trz€t of time, though 
we often differed in fentiment about public 
matters, yet that difierence never interrup- 
ted our cordial correfpondence, nor occa- 
fioned any breach of mutual friendfhip. 
The charadler of his mind, indeed, was 
fuch as fitted him for agreeable intercourfc 
with all who had any connedtion with 
him. His nnderftanding was found and 
juft. His paffions, though originally flrong, 
were brought upder remarkable govern- 
ment. His difpofition was cheerful*/ his 
temper calm and regular. God had blc;fred 
him with great natural abilities. To z 
quick and folid judgement, were added the 
powers of , the moft corredl tafte, which he 
enjoyed in a high and uncommon degree. 
Seldom have- any been endowed with a 
more jufl difcernment of what is beautiful 
in compofition and difcourfe, or with a 
more accurate fenfibility to what is beco- 
ming in manners and behaviour. Poflef- 

A 4 fing 
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fing thcfc taleiits, he was at the fame tirae 
piodeft, unalTuiiiing, unpretending. Ho 
was fimple in hisf manners ; fimple in hi^ 
tafte of Ufe ; ^together free from often tar 
tion or vanity* A manly firmnefs formed 
the diftinguiChing part of his chara(5ler. 
As te adled uniformly upon prir^ciple, he 
was bold and undauhted in maintaining 
what he judged tq be tight; but without 
the heat pf violence or paflion. No. man 
ever pofTelTed a more independent fpirit? 
About the adyantages pf worldly fortune 
Jie was little folicitous. I^e formed no high 
views. He made; no ambitious claims* 
He was eafily contented jwid fatisficd; and 
as he was entirely free fron^ covetoufnefsii 
{6 he was a ftranger tq envy. Tq the me- 
rit of others he was ever difpofed to do ju- 
ftice.^ His ey^ was not evil when they pro- 
fpered. He was {uperior to tjie little com- 
petitiqns and jealoufies which prevail ii^ 
i yulgar minds. 

TpEfE particulars, relating to bis ch^- 
^adler as a man, I am thoroughly quali- 
fied, 
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fiied^ from ray long perfonal knowledge o^ 
liim, fully to afcertain. With regard to 
his public labours, my teftimony is of lef$ 
confequence to thofe before whom I now 
fpeak, who have fo Jong had full proof o£ 
his talents, and experience of his afliduity 

' ?nd fidelity in the miniftry of the gofpeL 
There, indeed, he appeared in his,, higheft 
charadler, as an eminent and fuccefsful 
labourer it\ the Lord's vineyard. To this 
irnportai^t work hi? greateft application 
was bent. With this, he allowed nothing 
elfe to interfere. His whole ambitioa 
centered in adling his part with the dig- 
.nity and propriety that became the facred 
phara'fier which he bore. By the degance^ 
neatnefs, and chafte fimplicity pf compo- 
iition in his Sermons, and by the uncom* 
mon grace and ^energy of his dcUvery, he 
rofe to a high and juftly acquired repu- 
tation. But mere reputation was not his 

^ objed. He aimed at tejlifying the, whoU 
counftl of the grace of God; at dividing 
rightly to every man the 'word of truth \ 
inftru<5ting the ignorant, awakening the 

carelefs, 
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ctfelei^, reproving the finner, and comfort- 
ing the faint; as all who belong to this Con- 
gregation well know. 

Suitable to fuch a life were the man- 
ficr and circumftances of His death.^ It plea- 
led Providence to carry him away as in a 
moment, from the difcharge of that work 
in which he delighted, to the enjoyment 
of its reward. His death was like an im- 
ibediate tranflation from the work of the 
fanAuary on earth to the employments of 
the fandluary above. He was permitted to 
cfcape^ in a great degree, from the mekn- 
choly approaches of the laft foe. He en- 
dured no long continuance of pain. He 
linderwent no violent ftruggle. The gar- 
ment of mortality eafily dropt off; and the 
iervant of God fell afleep in the Lord. 
JM[ark the perfeS man^ and behold the upright; 
for the latter end of that man is peace. Blef- 
fed are the dead which die in the Lord; they 
r^ from their labours^ and their works follow 
them. May the memorial of the jujl remain 
with iis in everlqfting remembrance ! Let us 

remember 
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remember them that have fpoken unto us the' 
words of God. Let us be followers of them 
who through faith and patience are now inhe^ 
riti?ig the promifes. Let us live the life of 
the righteous, that we may die his death, 
and our latter end, like his, may be bleC- 
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Preached in the High Chiirch of Edinburgh, May 5. 1761. 
«t the opening q£, the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale. 



1 TttESSALONIANS, lii. 8. 

For now we live^ if ye Jland fajt in the Lord. 

TH E author of this epiftle is intro- 
duced into the facred hiftory with 
other fentiments and views than 
thele words exprefs. He makes his 
fir ft appearance at a fcene of blood, confent- 
ing to the death of a holy martyr, and keep- 
ing the raiment of them that flew him. Soon 
after, we hear of him making havock of the 
Church of Chrift in Jerufalem, entering into 
every houfe, and dragging both men and 
women to prifon. Nay, fuch was the excefs 
and fury of his zeal, that, breathing out 
threatenings and flaughter againft the dif- 
VoL. I. li ciples 
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ciples of the Lord, he perfecuted them 
even unto ftrange cities : " I verily thought,'* 
faid he, in the prefence,of Agrippa, " that 
" I ought to do many things contrary to 

** the name of Jefus of Nazareth," But 

here we behold a new creature indeed ! What 
things were formerly gain to Paul, thefe he 
counts lofs for Chrift: the once hated name 
of Jefus is now become dearer to him than 
life itfelf ; and he who in times paft perfe- 
cuted the faints, now glories in the crofs, 
and preacheth the faith he had endeavoured 
to deftroy. 

In my text, he difcoVers a temper of moft 
diftinguifhed excellence j a temper, my Re- 
irerend Fathers aqd Brethren, which I hope 
we flialL not barely applaud, but earneflly 
covet and endeavour, by the grace of God^ 
to pofFefs- 

To unfold the peculiar excellence of this 
temper, — and to illuftrate the importance 
of it to the minifters of Chrift,— ^arc the 
purpofes aimed .at in the following dif* 
courfe. 

IlHy. Jirji thing that demands our atten- 
tion 
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tidn is the amiable temper exprefled in theie 
words: Now ive livty if ye Jiand faji in the 
Lord. 

The general meaning of the paflage is 
obvious: It contains an obliging and fpi- 
rited declaration of the Apoftle's good- will 
to the Ghriftians at Theflalonica, But if we 
attend to his fituation When he wrote this 
epiftle, and place ourfelves in the circium- 
ftances of thofe to whom it was addrefTed, 
we Ihall feel an emphafis in the word ;/ow, 
that gives a furprifing addition both to the 
tendernefs and dignity of his fentiment and 
expreflion* 

Had the time referred to been a feafbn 
of profperity ; had Paul, in the height of 
worldly felicity, meant no more than to 
affure the Theffaloniians, that, amidft all 
his affluence, he kindly remembered them ; 
and though at pfefent beyond the need of 
wifhing any thing for himfelf, yet that 
the report of their ftedfaftnefs, and the 
hope of its continuance, had made a con- 
fiderable addition to his happinefs, and 
heightened his relifli of the good things he 
poffeffed : even upon this fuppofition, I ap- 
B 2 prehend, 
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prehend, the particle ww. would juftly he 
deemed emphatical, and worthy to be ao- 
cented. 

. But v^ith what force muft it ftrike us, 
wJieq we find that it refers, to ^ feafon of 
adyeffity !-: — •_ — —Paul, ^t the-tirae of wri- 
ting this epiftle, was a poor, afili(Sled, fo- 
Utary man; banifhed from his friends, 
living among ftrangers, la;bouring with 
his, own hands for a fcanty fubfifteace, 
and deftitute of almoft every earthly cpni'- 
fort^ 

All thi^ the Theflalonians knew full welL 
With grief they had beheld his fufferings 
in their own city, when " the unbelieving 
** Jews, moved with envy, took unto them 
** certain lewd fellows of the bafer fort," 
and raifed fuch an uproar, as obliged them 
to fend him away by night into 6erea« 
They further knew, that the fame unbe- 
lieving and envious Jews, upon hearing 
that he preached with fuccefs at Berea, had 
followed him thither alfo, and fo inflamed 
the multitude againft him, that he found it 
neceflary to retire as far as Athens, to get 
beyond the reach of his unrelenting perfe- 

cutors. 
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eutots. ' — -Judge then with vrhalt emo- 
tion they would read this ftrong^ this en- 
dearing profeffion of his concern = for their 
welfare ; they who, under God, owed their 
converfioa to his miniftry, aiid to whom, ' as 
I }uft how obferved, his paft fuffefrings on 
i:heir own account,' and his preftfit diftrefa, 
were' pecfe(5Hy known.' — ^ 

He, had told thdm'. a little^ bef<3re,-' tli^ 
the jbitterefl: ingredient in : j^ll^ his ivfflic^ 
tions,. was the appreheufibn^* hd ^Hatd, that 
his fuffcrings might have^ ' a ' tehdiebcfy to 
fliakc their faith, and to prejtKifce' their 
minds againft the gofpel of Chrift: *^ For 
*^-thi$ caufe," fays he, " I {ferit W 'know 
^' your ". faiiih, left by '■ fome - means the 
" tempter have tempted you, and our 
" labour be in vain. But when Timo- 
" theus returned, and brought us good 
" tidings* of your faith and charity, we 
** were comforted oVer you, in all our 
** affli£lion and diftrefs, by your faith.^* 
And-thett he adds, ^^ For «ow," even at this 
prefent time, dittrefled and affli(5ted as we 
are, yet " now we live ^ if ye Jlandfq/i in the 
f^ Lord:''^ 

B 3 Here 
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Herei then the pureft zeal for the ho- 
nour of his Matter, and the moft generous 
love to. the fouls of men, are happily uni- 
ted, and feelingly expreflcd in the native 
language of a warm and upright heart. 

^- --—I fay, the pur eft zeal and the moft 

generous love ; for no tin<3:urc of felfiflbnefs 
appears in either : if Chrift is glorified, — 
if men are faved, — ^Paul obtains his uitmoft 
wifh; his happinefs is independent of every 
thing elfe ; he enjoys all that in his own 
eftimatiDn is worthy to be accounted Hfe, 
if his fjjiritual children ftand faft in the 
Lord, ;: . j : ;. 

And is not this a temper of moft diftin- 
guifhed excellence? When I called it ^wwij^/^, 
I only fpoke the half of its praife r it hath 
z.. dignity^ as well as a beauty, belonging to 
it, fuperior to any thing that is common- 
ly celebrated by thiat name amoijgiimen. 
Would we behold beroifm]%n' its faip&ft and 
moft exalted form, in^ejki df looking: for it 
among tjioife ^w^ipm thie , w;Qrld hat'Ji ftyled 
heroes^ we fli^l fticcefed far bett;er if we t^irn 
our eyes to Paul of Tarfus. : 

Where -fhall we find fuch determined 

courage, 
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V courage, fuch cool intrepidity, iand' con- 
tempt of dangeiv- as* ia this, good* and; f^th- 
ful foldie? of Chrift? '' Behold,'' faid he 
to the elders of the church ,at EphefuB, 
^' Behold, I go bound in the Spirit unto 
" Jerulklem, not knowing the tilings that 
" fhall befal npie ^hpre ; fave that the Holy 
}^ Ghoft witneffeth in eyjeiy .city, faying, 
^' that bonds and afflidlions abide me. But 
^* none of thefe things move me, neither 
" count I my Jife dear unto myfelf, fo that 
^* I may finilh my courfe with joy, and the 
** miniftry which, I, have received pf the Lord 
♦* Jefus, to teftify the gofpel of the grace of 

With what invincible fortitude did he 
triumph over adverfity in every frightful 
fliape ! with what noble freedom, and in- 
dependence of fpirit, did he exult amidft 
thofe fufferings of which human nature 
hath the greateft abhorrence ! ** Even unto 
^* this hour," fays he in his letters to the 
Corinthians, " we both hunger^ and ihirfl:, 
** and are buffeted, and have no certain 
^* dwelling-place: we are made as the filth 
^ q£ xhe world, and are the offscouring of 

:3 4 " all 
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** all things unto this day / ■ W e are^ 
" trbubled-' on 'every Me, y^;iiot diftFeffed ; 
^* we are perplexed, but not in defpair; 
" perfecu]ted| but not forfaken ; call down, 
" but not deftroyed : — —as deceivers, and 
^* yet true; as unknbwn, and yet well 
** known ; as dying, and behold we live; 
•'^ a^ chaftehed,' and not killed ;• as forrow- 
'^* ful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
^^ making many rich j as having nothing, 
** and yet poflefling all things." 

And what was it that fupported and en- 
livened his mind, under fuch a Joiad of 
complicated diftrefs ? Hiear the account he 
gave of it to Timothy^ which exaclly agrees 
with the declaration in my text : ^^ I en- 
^ dure all things for the ele<ft's fake, that 
*^ they alfo may obtain the falvation which 
^^ is in Chrilt Jefus, with eternal glory,'* 
a Tim. ii. lo.-^— Paul denied himfelf for the 
good of others, and cheerfully renounced 
every temporal intereft to promote the eter- 
iial -happinefs of men. ' 

" .'With what a graceful- mixture of majefty 
lahd meeknefs does hq^ appeal to the ThefTa- 
lonians, in the foregoing part of this epiftle ! 

'} Our 
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^* Our exhortation was not of deceit) nor 
" of uncleannefs,'nor iji- guile i biM as* we 
^* were kllowed of God to be put in-truft 
"with the gofpel, even fawe-fpeak, riot as 
'* pleafing men, but God, which trieth our 
" hearts. For neither at any time ufed we 
" flattering Words, as ye know, nor a cloak 
" of covetoufncfs ; God is witnefs : -heir of 
" men fought' we glory, neither 6F you, 
" nor yet of others. ^ But we were gentle 
*' among you, even as a nurfe theriiheth 
^ her children :' fo, being affedlionately de- 
" firoiis of ypii, we were 'billing to have 
" impartcfd- linto you, not ■ tKe gofpd^^ diily, 
** but 6iii own- fouls alfo^ Wcaufe ye were 
^^ dear to iteV For what is our hope^ our 
** joy> our crot^n of rejoicing ? are not even 
^^ ye, in the prefence of our Lord Jefus 
^^ Chrift at hi* coming ? for ye are our glory 
.*' and joy.'- 

And what can attract our love, what can 
merit our efteem, what can excite our ad- 
miration, if fuch a temper doth not? A 
temper which, to all the magnanimity of 
the hero, unites all the piety and benevo- 
lence of the faint. 

Put 
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But it will not avail ns barely to efteem 
or admire this temper: it is neceffary, my 
brethren, that we ourfelves be poflefled of 
it. I fhaJLtherefore proceed, as I propofed, 
in the 

, Second phiccj To illuftrate the importance 
of this excellent temper j-r-^^ peculiar im- 
portance of it to the minifters. of Chrift, 
And, 

i/i^ It is of importance to guard us 
againft that fdf-deceit to which, of all 
^men ^^in thj? -world, we. are xnqft expofed. 
The cfffice we hold removes ^5 at a greater 
diftance than other men from. any of thofe 
temptations to grofs and fcandalous fins, 
w^ch Wound the confcience, and divulge 
the fecret corruptions of the heart : fo that 
mere decency of condud: m^y pafs with 
us for re^l fandity ; and what is purely 
the effedl of reftraint from without, may 
. be miftaken by us for the prpduft of a new 
nature within. Befides, the dated duties 
that belong to our office frequently con- 
tribute to cherifli this prefumption. God 
may enable us to deliver his meflage with 

becoming 
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becoming warmth and propriety, for ' the 
fake of thofe committed to our care^ and 
his wond, though uttered tiy unhallowed 
lips, :itoay enter with power and efficacy 
into the ihearts of our hearers. It - ii an 
awful truth, that if we meafurc bur&lves 
either by our manner of performing, or 
even by the efFedls that follow, our. -public 
roiniftrations, we fhall often be liable to 
err very fatally. Paul thought it poflible 
that one might preach to the faving of 
others, and after all be a €q/l-awayy and I 
can eafily conceive, that the preaching to 
others may, through want of attention on 
our part, be in fbme meafure the caufe of 
it. Theaffiftance ajfForded us in our Ma- 
iter's workj may lead us to form a better 
opinion of our fpiritual condition than is 
either reafonable or iafe; and therefore we 
have greater need to look frequently and 
joarrowly.into our own hearts, left the gifta 
we receive for the ufe of the church,' Ihould 
pafs with us for thofe peculiar 'graces of 
the Spirit which ^rove our adoption into 
the family of God, and n>anifeft oiur title 
to the beaypnly inheritance. 

Bu^ 
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But did Qiir fouls burn with' that fepsrcnt 
zeal for the ^lory of God, and that vehc^ 
ment. third for the falvation of men, which 
fired the* generous breaft of this Apoftle, we 
ihould 'b^ in no danger of judging too 
fai^burably 6f ourfelves. Such high aims 
would caufe our moft vigorous eflFort? to 
appear fo Jittle in our own eyes, that, in- 
Head of yielding fuel to our pride, they 
* would rather afford us matter of felf-abafo- 
ment, as bearing no proportion cither to 
the duty we owe, or the exalted felicity to 
< which we afpirc.-^Confcious of our weak- 
nefs, how earneftly fliould we then addrefs 
God fpr the, influences of his Spirit, to aid 
us in- our work, and to impart virtue and 

c^cacy to the means we employ I And, 

at -the iame time, with what holy fe verity 
£houM we examine the moft fecret recefles 
of our hearts, left any root of bitjternefs 
fhbuld ; find , indulgence there, that might 
ttther unfit us for fervice, or marr our ufe- 
fulnefs, by provoking. God to with-hold 
that grace upon which both our ability and 
fucxefs depend I 

"idly^ The importance of this temper will 

further 
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further appear from the iufluence it would 
liave upon our public miniftrations.— r-It 
would make us better preachers, as well as 
better men. 

We fliould never be at a lofs for proper 
fubjedls of difcourfe. — r— This, you muft be 
:fenfible, is not always the cafe : 'moft of 
us, I fuppofe, will have the candour to ac-* 
^knowledge, that we have frequently fperit 
more time in feeking a text, than might 
reafonably have fufficed to compofe a fer-^ 
mon : and we Ihall probably find, upon a 
fair recolledlion, that this wafte of time 
has happened moft commonly when we 
fet out in preparing for our public work, 
with no other view than to make a fermon* 

Fancy is a roving capricious guide ; 

but when neceflity prefcribes, it always 
fpeaks with precifion. We may know with 
certainty what our people need, when we 
can only imperfedly guefs at what will 
pleafe them: fo that, did the neceflities of 
our hearers get the difpofal of our ftudies, 
we fhould feldom hefitate long in the choice 
of pur fubjedls ; and give me leave to add, 
we Ihould more frequently preach the fame 

ne^ 
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neceiTary trxxtbs, and prefs them from time 
to time with redoubled eameftnefs, till they 
appeared to have obtained their full tiflPe^t 
upon the hearts of thofe committed to out 
care. 

Nor is this all : — ^The temper I am reciom-^ 
mending would alfift us in forming and 
pronouncing our fermons, no lefs than in 
choofing the moil profitable fubjedls* — As it 
would rejeft all ufelefs unedifying fpeculart 
tions, fo it would effedlually banifli thofe 
gaudy ornaments which too often put the 
preacher in the place of his text ; or, as one 
hath well expreffed it, fcrve only to eva- 
porate wdighty truths, and to make them 

appear as light as the flyle. Had we 

no other aim than to guide our hearers in 
the way to heaven, perfpicuity and perfua- 
fion would then become the fole objedls of 
our attention ; arid thefe, I apprehend, are 
more within every man's reach than is com- 
monly imagined. I never knew any perfbn 
much at a lofs, feelingly and intelligibly to 
impart to others what he greatly feared, or 
loved, or hated. Rules of art have their 
ufe : but though art hath colleded rules, it 

was 
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was nature that furniflied them : both order 
and elocution are the offspring of ia warm 
and underftanding heart. Let us only feel 
to pUrpofe, and then we Ihall fpeak with 

propriety and energy. Did we, like Paut, 

travail as in birth till Gbrift were formed in the 
folds of men ^ would not our tongue be as the 
pen of a ready writer?— Did we coniider 
that we fpeak in the name of God ; — that 
we fpeak to the creatures of God ; — to them, 
I fay, and not merely before them ;— -that we 
publifh thofe truths by which only they can 
be faved,r— and proclaim that law by which 
they fliall be judged : — did we confider 
that th^y and we are faft haftening to 
judgement, and that neither of us can know 
how ibon the fummons of removal may be 
put into our hands : — what fliall I fay ?— 
woiild not Elihu's fituation become oUrs, 
when he thus expreffed himfelf, " I am 
" full of matter, the fpirit within me con- 
** ftraineth me : behold, my belly is as wine 
" that hath no vent ; it is ready to burft 
** like new bottles ; I will fpeak that I may 
** be refreflied?" Job xxxii. 18, 19, 20. 
Nay, my brethren, with fuch great objedls 

in 
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in? our eye, we ihould not only fpeak, but 
weJhould fpeak as Elihu refolved" to do in 
the following part of the quotation, we 
ihould fpeak \yxth an honeft and impartis^L 
freedom ; for thus he goes on : " Let me 
" not, I pray you, acdept any man's perfon; 
^'.neither let me give flattering tides unio 
*^ man ; for I know not to give flattering 
" titles ; in fo doing, my Maker would fooa 
" take me away/' 

'T^dly^ This temper would likewife have a 
happy influence upon all the parts of our 

external condudl. We fliould not think 

it enough to abftain from evil; we fliould 
carefully avoid every thing that had the ap- 
pearance of evil, that our condudt might 
have nothing in it of a doubtful nature, no- 
thing ambiguous, or that needed to be ex- 
plained. He lives, alas! at a poor rate, 

and far below the dignity of his facred of- 
fice, who is frequently put to it to vindicate 
his condudt, and to prove that he hath not 
exceeded his Chriflian liberty. A ntiinifter 
of Chrift ought to go before his people in 
everything that is true, juft, pure, lovely,^ 
and of good report. His light ought to Jlnnc 

in 
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m the eyes of men; nay, to (hine with fuch 
ftreQ^thi thsu:; they vqaj fee his good work^i 
aad t)Q 09aft|:ained to glorify his Father ii^ 
heaven., 

uA »hpJy life is the moft perfuafiv? fermon, 
cxprcflbd' too in a languagef Ni^hish mttoi qi 
all nations equally uuderdand^-^ It eY^Ji ^i^ 
plains jwhat other, j^rn^ons in$»n^ itifli^d of 
needing tx> be explained by them. Men wi^ 
ftc.ifaore beauty in a truly virtuous adtion, 
than ia the moft rhetorical defcription v^d 
eaaa grrc^ of it ; and then they lofe no timey 
for they fee. it at once : whereas^ , befides the 
neceflary expence- of time, much ikilL; an^ 
add^^ inuft Ukewife be emplpyed, to uuk 
£ald it in fuch a manner a^ to: jma)cc iti 
thotoughly under ftood and reliihed* . 

; la this Vay, my brethrei^ we may prc^ek 
witUont ^ceafing : ^and if we k^ow ^ny thing 
of the tfempcr exprefled in my te^, wq f]^%l( 
ccbrtaioiy be ambitious to hoki forth the 
wdrd csf life continually ; and fo .to exhibilt 
theiteligioa of Jefus^ that, in our pra6liee^ 
adl iwho behold us may have an eafy oppoCf^ 
tunity of reading. the laws o£» Chrift ey*epy: 

: KVoL. 1. C More 
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Mofe particularly: Were we poflefled of 
this temper, we flioiild equally difdaih to 
ioritt the great by a fawning fervility, or to 
catch the vulgar by a low popularity. 
: 'Thefe are the dangerous extremes into one 
eft other bf which every unprincipled mini- 
flfer ife^ Rablfc to be (edticed. ■ 
^ >The laft of them, which is ri^puted the 
inoft baife a^' contemptible, is commonly 
the refort of thofe only, who, having little 
to recommend them to the wife and good^ 
can find no other way to emerge from ob- 
fcurity, afad to thruft themfelves forward 
into public view; for no man will ftoop to 
this meaU compliance. Who is qualified to 
a6: in a higher fphere, if he is not forced to 
it by hard neceflity, either to cover a fore 
he wiflies to conceal, or to bribe men to 
iiiink at ' fome criminal indulgence, . which 
K6 cannot hide, and is unwilling to forfake. 
.^^But though the other extreme is ge&erally 
lii^ppofed to be lefs ignominious ; yet, when 
Wfeigbed in a juft. balance, I apprehend it 
will be found at* Icaft equally mean, and in 
fOfiae Tefpe<5l8 far more peri^cious^ 

The popular drudge muft always affume 
i:. the 
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the appearance of fandity : he mud declaim 
(trenuoufly againft vice; and fludy to have 
hk outward behaviour decent and irre- 
pro^achable. — ^Thus far the gratification of 
his favourite paffion will conflrain him to 
plead the caufe of religion; and to fay and 
do many things which may have a good cf- 
&&, upon the multitude, whofe favourable 
regard he is anxious to obtain. — ^And though 
his loW' ambition may, upon fome occafions^ 
prompt him to take advantage of their 
weakhefs; by inflaming their zeal about 
matters of a trivial qr indifferent nature; 
yet, as he can only fucceed in this attempt 
by perfuading them that fuch things are 
important and neceflary, it is obvious, that 
however he may impofe upon their under- 
ilanding, and give them ftones inftead of 
bread, yet he cannot be faid to corrupt 
their integrity, neither doth he weaken the 

amhority of confcience*-? ^He may render 

them ridiculous, but he doth not make the to 
knaves* 

Whereas the frailer and rewards of poli- 
tical rulers (for thefe are the great ones of 
C 2 / whom 
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iffbom I now fpeak)^ are ufually courted 
axkd obtaiiled!:by very jdiffdrcnt means^ 
~v:As a fupplc/ complying temper, un&t- 
icred. by;xDnfcience,.oi- cveit a Jregard to 
iteoericy^'too often prores the beft .rbccMXi.- 
HacndatioiL to. their fervice ; hence it k, 
^dxat many who are candidates for nthcir 
favour, ate fo far from, affbming an air of 
i&i3u£lS:y^:: that they ftudioufly avoid ^what^ 
^rrer can be deemed the peculiarities of their 
carder, that they may have nothing todifttn«- 
guifh them from the men of the vi^oarld, or 
to raider them fufped^ed of the remoteftjdif- 
^fitibn, either to cairvtafe the commands x)f 
their faperiors, or to boggle at any iiiteafupeg 
they fhall pleafe to adopt. 

The pernicious tendency of fuch aa in* 
&mou8 plan of condudl is too apparent to 

lieed m»€h illuftration. Hereby, Mhcy 

with-hold f rom their patrons the moQ: con-^ 
yincing and obvious* proof of th^;rEaEty, 
die eiC^fence, and thb efficacy of'that:rt-^ 
ligion which the office they hold .dbligei 
them to -preach,— —^Doicriptioh and ai^gu- 
inent, 4f ' they are not accompanied' with a 
Vifible reprefentation of holinefs, will make 

but 
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\>\it a feeble impreflipti upon ,thofe, who w/5 
cpntinually }?<^fet witjbk the fnar^s q{ profp?- 
rity.-t^-r-^Bjefiides, it often happeijs, that fuc^ 
perfcms,: by mefti>6 of a liberal education, 
are; in great meafare placed, (if I may fb 
f|)e^) bey^^ndthe reach of fermons : they 
liave already got a theory of religion into 
their heads, and are not likely to hear any 
thipg they knew not before ; fp; that they 
need ftriking examples more than verbal 
inftrudlions. — ^Thefe, and thefe only, are of 
fufficient force to roufe their attention, and 
to cayry home convidlion to their hearts 
with powen 

Did they behold n;xen of moderate, or ra- 
ther of fcanty fortunes, unbiafTed by world- 
ly, hopes or fears, confident and uniform in 
xh^ir whole behaviour, refolute in every 
part of duty, inflexibly honeft, and fortified 
againft all corrupt influence whatfoever ; — 
fucli venerable, though imperfecfl images of 
Qod, would tiot only penetrate, but overawe 

their fouls. . ' . 

A holy and upright minifter of Chrifl 

never fails to. poflefs a. fecret dominion in 

the hearts of thofe who are of the moft 

C 3 oppofite 
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oppofite charadler. Hate him they may^ 
and probably willj but at the fame time 
they are conftrained to reverence and efteem 
him: even •* Herod feared John, and ob^ 
** ferved him, and did many things,*' bc-^ 
caufe he knew " that he was a juft and holy 
<^ man." ' 

Whereas, on the other hand, when they 
fee thofe who are cloathed with the facred 
charadler, paying no regard at ^11 tp pr<>- 
priety of conduct, but mixing with the 
world, and living at large as other men do ; 
when they fee them grafping at power, or 
fcrambling for riches; fpreading their fails 
to every wind, and ready to embark in any 
ca\ife that can recommend them to thofe 
who are able to gratify their ambition or 

covetoufnefs : — however they may avail 

themfelves of their treafon, yet furely they 
muft defpife fuch traitors in their heart, and 
look upon tliem ^s the: dregs and refufe of 
human kind. 

But, alas ! ftrange as it may feem, it 
feldom happens that thefe perfidious men 
become fo thoroughly contemptible as to 
be altogether harmlefs. Even they who 
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dcfpife them moft^ with a perverfc and fa- 
tal fubtilty, make their example aii occa« 
fion of hardening their own hearts ; fetch^ 
ing arguments from thence to extenuate 
their guilt, and to Icherifli their prefump- 
tiious hopes (of impunity : for it has often 
been obfervcd, that no twig|iS:fo flender 
that a wicked man will not cling to it, 
when he feels himfelf finking under the re- 
bukes of confcience, and the overwhelming 
fears of approaching vengeance. 

It is furely unneceflary to Ihow, that 
the temper I have been recommending 
would eflfe<3:ually guard us againft both 
the pernicious extremes I have been fpeak- 
ing of, and fender us equally indepen- 
dent of the high and of the low^ Zeal 

for the honour of our Lord, and the fal- 
vation of precious and immortal fouls, 
would ennoble our minds, and break every 
ilavifh yoke in pieces. A true minifter of 
Chrift will call no man Mqfier : like this 
great Apoftle, he will endeavour fo to fpeak, 
and fo to adl, in every fituation, not as 
pleafing men, but God, who trieth the 
heart. It will ever appear a fmall matter 
C4 tq 
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to hhn to be judged of maa's judgement; 
this will be his labour, his only ^jpbitioUi 
that *^ jM-eient or ablent, he may be accept* 
" ed of his Lord." Which leads me to ob* 
ierve, in the . . 

j^b and lafi place. That the importance 
of this temper {hall be fully underftood and 
felt by us all at the hour of death, ajgid in 
the day of judgement. 

We muft Ihortly ficken and die: — ^that 
awful period can be at nd great diftance 
from any 6f us : — ^it may be nearer to £>me 

of tis than we are aware of.? JLet us 

Confider.it as prefentj-- — ^and fay, my Fa- 
thers and Brethren, were this the laft day, 
the laft hour, the laft moment of life, what 
would fupport us beft? what wopld yield 
us the nioft effeclual confolatipn ? ■ ^ I 
need nqt w^t for an anfwer ; every heart 
muft hav^ ijiade it Jilready.-*— The,o»ly 
triumph of a dying n;iinifter is thaf which 
Paul uttered when the timfe of hi§ depar-*^ 
ture was:at.hand : " \ have fought a good 
*^fight, J have finiftied mjr courfe, I have 
^^ kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid 
" up for me a. crpwn ,«f righif »u£pefs, 

" which 
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" which Godi tbcr- righteous Judge,; ftoU 
" give meat thac day.^r— — He w^i©:©!* 
fay with this holy : Apbftle^ "To m^l to 
" live is ChrifVV he^ and he poly^^^an 
with him fubjoin, ** and to die U,\g^jiJ^ 
If ;?(?w we live when believers Jland fq/i in 
the Lord ; if to promote the honour of our 
Mafter, and the falvation of our brethren, 
be the objedls of our keeneft defires and 
mod vigorous purfuit, death can do us no 
harm : we may cheerfully look beyond 
the £rave to thofe pure regions of ever- 
lafting light, and love, and joy; where 
" they that be wife,- fhall fhine as the 
" brightnefs of the firmament; and they 
" that turn many unto righteoufnefs, as 
" the flars for ever and ever." Animated 
by thefe hopes, let us henceforth go on 
with fidelity and zeal in performing every 
part of duty that belongs to us : and 
" though Ifrael be not gathered by our 
*' means, yet fhall we be glorious in the 
" eyes of the Lord, and our God fliall be 
" our ftrength.'' He who gracioufly ac- 
cepteth according to what a man hath, 
will not rejed " our labour of love ;'* but 

wiU 
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will confefs us at lad before aii afTembled 
Wdrld J and fay, with all the indulgence of 
a kind and liberal Matter, " Well done, 
•* good and faithful fervants, enter yc into 
•* the joy of your Lord." Amen. 
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Proverbs, xv. 3. 

7%e eyes: of the Lord are in every place ^ heboid- 
ing the evil and the good^ 



IN every age of the church the complaint 
may be repeated, that " all men have 
♦* not faith/' Many who think they have 
it, are fatally deceived ; and fhall be found 
in the iflue to have been utterly devoid of 
this gracious principle. True faith deter- 
mines the -choice, and governs the pra<flice 
according to the nature of the thing be- 
lieved. It is called " the evidence," or 
demonilration, ** of things not feen." Let 
the objedb be ever fo remote, yet faith 
brings them near to the mind, and renders 
them as povirerful and operative upon the 
afiedions and will, as if they were both 
prefent and vifibl^ Such is the nature 

and 
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and p£Bcacy of this grace ; from whence 
you may judge, whether it be fo common 
as men are apt to imagine. 

The fubjedl of my text will aflFord us a 

ftriking illuftration of this remark. We 

have already profcffed our belief, and we 
have done it too with fome folemnity, that 
the eyes of the Lord are in this place^ hebdd^ 
ing the evil and the good. This we virtually 
acknowledged when we celebrated his praife; 
but we did it moft explicitly when we oflPer- 
cd up our prayers to him j for to what pur- 
pofe fhould we pray to an abfent, or even to 
an;iiiattentive being? Yet if we examine 
cwH-feives impartially, and try our faith by 
■the only proper teft, I fufpe^ we fhall find 
tocr iXiuch reafon to conclude, either that 
we do not ferioufly believe this do(9;rinie, or, 
at beft^ that our faith is very weak and im- 
perf6^4 j1 . . . 

Were God vifibly prefent in our ^flem- 
bly ;i — were the great Immanuel, God in 
our nature, {landing in the midft of us; 
would we praife him fo feebly, or pray to 
him fo coldly, or fpeak and hear fo unfecl- 
iogly as wie dp ? -v-— And fl^all feeing, or 

not 
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not . fJ^ngii make fiicb . ^n 'odds irr^.^^^Did 
W;C juft SKm^ ..heboid the pbje<5l of our wcm>- 
£hip^ )«rouM.:rt^^ mere fhuttiag our eyes 
render. Ms prefence rlefi venerable, or the 
influence^ of . it left poweacful ? No^ my 
brethren b*^^*<*ir feeing H3od could only af. 
fiire U3 that Jne is prefeiit; and if an.ecjual 
sSxiav^t ili.xxbtained , by any other rmeans^ 
the idfhiehoe of his v prefence will in eHier 
cafe be the lame. It; is not therefore to 
the feeing or. not feeing God, that any dif- 
ference in our temper or behaviour muft 
be imputed; but to the believing, or noj: 
believing^i ithe reality of his prefence: from 
whichrMte may juftly- infer j that every de*- 
gree of q .irreverence in our minds, and 
every undutiful ftep in our condudt^* is a 
fymptojn :of the wpaknefs and impertFec- 
tion dfr bur faith ; and, confequentljri. that 
a courfe vof known fiji, or the habituld^ in- 
dulgence ;of any qof rupt afiedtion, afibrda 
undoiiltted evidence, that whatever . light we 
may bi^te in our underftanding, y«t we do 
not bd&ve with ouf heart, that the eyes of 
tJbe Lordiire in every place ^ bcboldmg the evU 
emd the^od. 

When 
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^ When thefethifigs are coofidere^d, it 
will appear that infidelity, in one dogree 
or. other, is far more prevalent titan we 
'are aware of ; and that, notwithilanding 
pGr ptofeflional ' affent to the doctrine of 
niy tfext, yet the beft of us have need to 
get! dur faith of this interefting truth en* 
Hvened and confirmed. I ihall ther^ore 
proi*eed?' to lay the evidence of it before 
yon, in as plain arid convincing a manner 
as I can ; imploring, in the entrance^ : thlt 
powerful bleffing, without which the ftrong* 
eft and moft perfuafive argun^ents, like a 
dat*t thrown by a weak arm, will either fall 
Ihort 6f the heart, or if they reach it, yet 
ftrike fo feebly, as to make no deep or lafU 
ing impt^fiion. 

There are two judges, before one or other 
of which every queftion of this kind muft 
neteSkrily be tried; I mean. Scripture^ and 
Jfeafljfe*. — i-— Scripture muft determine thofe 
who Cdnfefs its divine original j and they 
who'decfide the authority of this judge, can 
appeal -1^6 iione other biit that reaibn with 
'which God hath endowed them ; there they 
muft ftop, the caufe can be carried no where 
i elfe* 
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€lfe.—*-*-4*<i£ therefore it ihall appear, that the 
dodrine: ofi: God's univerfal prefcncc and 
knowkdgeis fupported both by fcripturc 
and rei^n^ ^ the queftion will be finaJlyj die- 
cided, and nanbelief c^aa have no refourcc but 
pd^verfe and wilful obflini^jr. 

Firft^ then, This dodrine is plainly 
taught and repbatedly afTdrted in the iaa%d 
writings* 

The teftimony of my text is clear and 
ftrong: The eyes of the Lard are in every 
place. — «— They not only **. run to and ito 
** throughout the earth," as it is elfewhere 
exprefled ;:- which form of fpeech. might 
leave room to fuppofe that God beholds 
things' fucceffively^ looking firft atone ob- 
je6t, and afterwards at another ; but they 
are in evtry pkce at the iame time. How 
awful are the wcwrds of Elihu! {JohiaxLyt. 
ii.) " His eyes are upon the ways of man, 
*^ and he feeth all his goings. There is no 
^darknefs, nor fliadow of death, where 
**. the workers of iniquity may hide them«- 
^* felves.'V . , .. ; . • V 

c 

Nor is vhis attentign confined to "the 

** ways 
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•* *v»yi^ of man/* bywhich i£[;(t6mmQiil?)i( 
meant hi) outward bi3havi0iir|>Ke. looks ino^ 
mediately into bi^ beart, land fees tbefioti 
w«-d:iframe aridfvtendfiticy; of ?:bi8: foul: i&c 
^^ alLlbin^. arei^naked^ and opened. tptbo 
** eyes of him wick::wb'om wc^ ba/ve ^to doj 
*^ even the thoughts and intents of the 
•^fij^tt.'^' **-Man-loofcetb on .the outward 
*:3ap^mn«/';faid Samuel; ^^-hut the Lord 
*' looketh on the heart.'' He needs no; in- 
fbrma&bn frbm onr-^a/dlioas; he Jooketb di- 
n^&iy oh the heart, out of which are the 
ii{ftiei:i>f life. Nay, ^' Hell aud deilr4i<5tioil 
*^j«ie Jb'efore .the; Lord, bow? much more 
•^-idie-hearts of the children 6£men?'' Frov. 

-v^ Neither do the icriptures feprefent him 
a^ria meie fpe^tor, but; as.a ^witnefs and 
jud]^, who ponders the thought and adiout 
with, all their arcumftaoices, and makes a 
ja£b.and righteoua eftimatioa of them: " I 
^ know, and am a witnefs, fail;h the Lord.'* 
.;;a*^^iThQ Lord is a God of kuowtcdge^' and 
^-•by-him adlions are weighed."^-rNay, hxi 
weighs the fpirits; " All the ways of a 
^iiman are clean in Jhis own eyes, but the 
'J v; " Lord 
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.^^ Lord weigheth the fpirits/' Prov. xvi. 2. 
He as it were puts them into a balance fo 
exadly poifed, that the fmalleft grain will 
turn the fcale. 

Farther, — the Scriptures not only afcribe 
to God the mofl unlimited and unerring 
knowledge, but they even render it abfurd 
to iiippofe the contrary : for how extenfive, 
how fpiritual, are his commandments ! they 
reach to every part of our condudl; and 
not only diredl the outward life, but give 
law to the moft retired thought and inward 
aflfedlion. Thus we are told, [Prov. xxiv. 9.) 
that ** the thought of foolifhnefs is fin ;" 
fimd the tenth commandment forbids to 
covet j hereby giving life and fpirit to all 
the former precepts ; and teaching us, as 
bur Saviour afterwards explained them iii. 
his fermon upon the mount, that they in- 
clude the inward difpofition, as well as the 
(outwsird adlion; and not only prohibit ex- 
ternal violence, injuftice, falfehood, and fen- 
fuality ; but heart-hatred, caufelefs or excef^ 
five anger, envy, refentment; in fhort, the 
firft conception of luft in the foul, as well as 
the birth of the finful deed. And can any 

Vol. I. D fuppofe 
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iuppofe that God,' whole wifdom is perfedt^ 
would give laws to his creatures, with the 
mod awful penalties annexed to the tran£» 
greflion of them, if, after all, it behoved 
him to be ignorant, in many cafes, whether 
diefe penalties were incurred or not ? — Noy 
furely.-: — The fpirituality of the law is a 
full proof by itfelf, that the knowledge of 
the Lawgiver muft extend to our thoughts, 
Uo lefs than to our words ; and that the 
darkeft corners of the heart lie open to his 
view, as much as the moft public a(5lions of 
the life. 

Nay, which completes this part of the 
evidence, we find God adlually judging 
mens hearts, and rewarding or punifhing 
them according to their fecret difpofitions. 
Thus it is written of Amaziah, {2 Gbron. xxv* 
a.) that ** he did that which was right in the 
** fight of the Lord, but' he did it not with 
" a perfedl heart."— David is applauded for 
his good intention to .build a houfe for the 
Lord, though he was not permitted to exe- 
cute his defign : ** Thou didft well,'* faid 

God, ** in that it was in thine heart !" 

And Abijah, the fon of Jeroboam, obtain- 
ed 
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cd an honourable exemption from that vio- 
lent death, and want of burial^ to which the 
reft of that wicked family were doomed ; for 
this exprefs reafon, " Becaufe in him there 
** was found Ibme good thing toward the 
" Lord God of Ifrael." i Kings xiv. 13. — -^ 
Upon the whole, then, you fee how clearljr 
and explicitly the Scriptures decide in favour 
of this dodlrine, that the eyes of the Lord 
are in every place^ beholding the evil and the 
good. Let lis now inquire, in the 

Second place. What Reafon teaqheth us 
Concerning this matter. And here I Ihall 
argue from fuch principles as all men are 
agreed in, — ^Atheifts excepted, and thefe are 

not parties to the caufe in illue. Surely 

lione of us will hefitate to acknowledge, 
that God is the Creator, the Preferver, the 
Governor, and the Judge of the world. — 
Now, if in each of thefe effential characters 
of the Deityj we ihall find a feparate proof 
of God's perfe^ knowledge ; how irrefift- 
ible mufl the evidence be when they are 
all united, and with what powerful con- 

vidlion muft it come into our hearts !- • 

D 2 Let 
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Let us then confider them apart, and try 
how far they can lead us in this important 
inquiry. 

In the jirjl place, I apprehend, that fuch 
knowledge as the Scriptures afcribe to God, 
will be found infeparably conneded with 
the character of Creator. Is it not rea- 
fbnable to conclude, that he who made man, 
and endowed him with the faculty of know- 
ing, poflefleth in himfelf a very perfedl 
knowledge ? nay, muft we not conclude, 
that his knowledge is as far fuperior to ours, 
as his nature is exalted above ours ? — Here, 
then, Reafon leads us, by two very eafy 
fteps, to attribute to God an infinite know- 
ledge, at lead a knowledge that we can no 
more limit than we can do the Divine Na- 
ture itfelf. 

The infpired author of the 94th Pfalm 
addrelled this argument to the infidels in 
his ddy, who fcoffingly faid, " The Lord 
" fliall riot fee, neither fliall the God of 
" Jacob regard it. — Under ftand, ye brutiih 
*' among the people : and ye fools, when 
** will ye be wife ? He that planted the ear, 
" fliall he not hear? he that formed the 

" eye 
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** eye, Ihall he not fee? he that tcacheth 
^ man knowledge, fhall not he know?" 
— -—To the fame purpofe Ifaiah fpeafcs, 
{Ifaiab^ xxvsl; 15, 16.) "Wo unto them that 
" feek deep to hide their counfel from the 
" Lord, and their works are in the dark ; 
" and they fay. Who feeth us, and who 
" knoweth ns ? Surely your turning, of things 
** upfide down fliall be efteemed as the pot- 
" ter'sclay: for fhall the work fay of him 
** that made it. He made me not ? or fliall 
** the thing framed lay of him that framed 
^ it. He had no underftanding ?" — ^In both 
thefe paflages, the omnifcience of God is 
rationally deduced from thefe obvious dic- 
tates ©f natural religion ; — that we are the 
creatures df God, — and that we derive from 
him all the faculties we poffefs:— And the 
concluifion appears fo juft ami neceHary, that 
no. objedlioa occurs to^me by which the 
force of it can be evaded. But this argu- 
ment acquires an additional ftrength-when 
we confider, in the - 

• 2^, place. That he is not only our Creator, 
but likewife our Preferver ; for " /in him 
^* we live and move/' The fame power that 

D 3 brought 
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brought us into being, is continually exer-i 
cifed iu fupporting our being ; nor can we 
live independent of God for one moment. 
Try your ftrength in the eafieft matters^— 
try if you can ^* make one hair white or 
" black :" and when you have found your- 
. felves unable for that which is leaft, let this 
convince you, that you are far lefs able to do 
fo great a thing as to fupport and prolong 
life itfelf. 

Is the ability to move at all, then, con- 
ftantly derived from God; and can any 
inan dream, that God hath given him ppwer 
to remove to fuch a diftance, that his own 

ey« cannot reach him ?-^ ^Doth he enable 

us to think, and fhall we exclude him fron> 
the knowledge of thefe thoughts, which wc 
have no power to form, but what we re- 
ceive from him ? The abiiirdity is fo gla-? 
ring, that Reafon muft at once rejedl it with 
dUdain. 

2^dly^ Unlefs the eyes of the Lord were ifi 
everyplace^ how could he execute what be- 
longs to the Governor of the world ? Can 
he order thin;' aright which he doth nof 
iee ? Or muft his work lie unfiniflied in one 

part 
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part of his dominions, till he hath gone to 
perfedl it in another ? Or Ihall he carry it 
on by delegates, as weak and finite creatures 
are obliged to do? It were blafphemy to 
think fo. With infinite eafe doth he govern 
the world he hath made: and as he created 
all things in number, weight, and meafure, 
fo he difpofeth all things according to the 
rules of the moft perfedk wifdom, juftice, 
and goodnefs. And whatever objedions 
may arife from a partial view of his admini- 
ftration, fo that in fome cafes we may be 
tempted to fay in our hearts, " How doth 
** God know, and is there knowledge in the 
** Moft High?" yet Reafon teacheth us in 
general, that the Lord reigneth, who is 
wife in heart, and mighty in ftrength ; and 
that when clouds and darknefs are round 
about him, righteoufnefs and judgement are 
the habitation of his throne. But this could 
not be without the moft certain and unli- 
mited knowledge of all his creatures, at all 
times, and in every place and condition. 
How fliouid he condudl this great family, 
which; conftantly hangs upon him, without 
the moft intimate acquaintance with every 
D 4 individual ? 
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individual ? And how ftrong muft our con-? 
yidlion of this truth be, when we confi- 
fider, that his providence extends to the mi- 
nuteft things ? that " the yery hairs of our 
^<- heads are numbered ;" that " a (parrow 
** doth not fall to the ground without him;" 
and that " when the lot is caft into the 
** lap, the whole difpofing thereof is of the 
« Lord/' 

But the 4/i& and moft ftriking argument 
for the truth of this dodlrine arife$ frona 
this principle, which fober Reafbn hath al- 
ways admitted, viz. That God is the Judge 
of the world : for as he is ; to decide the 
final ftate of men, and diftribute rewards 
and punifhments according to the ftridleft 
iBqiLj.ity, fo that every mouth fliall be ftop- 
ped, and none Ihall be able to charge him 
with rigour or undue fe verity ; the trial 
muft be fair and open, and the proof ab- 
folutely clear, upon which a fentence, fo 
effentially connedled with the honour of 
the Judge, is to be founded. But how 
IhaU this proof be obtamed? fliall men be 
adduced as witneffes agamft each other ? — 
Tliis fchem^ is encumbered with two ob- 

jccflions; 
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jedions ; neither of which, I think, can 

be eafily removed. rif all are guilty, 

would there not be ground to fufpedl, that 
every one's private intereft might bring 
them to a general combination and agree* 
ment to conceal each other's faults ? — Or, 
if fome are innocent, which for once we 
fliall fuppofe, yet even thefe may, or rather 
muft, be ignorant of many things : they 
can atteft no more than they have feen ; 
and their teftimony, at the utmoft, can 
only relate to outward adions; the tem- 
per with which they are done, and the 
principles from whence they flow, are be- 
yond their knowledge : fo that no judge- 
ment can pafs upon the heart in confe- 
quence of any human evidence. — — Where 
then (hall we go next ? Perhaps you will 
fay, that every man's own confcience fhall 
witnefs againft him in that day. But Vhat * 
fhould oblige confcience to do this ? will 
mere authority compel a man to become 
his own accufer, when he knows that no 
other evidence can be brought againft 
him ? This, I think, is harder to be be- 
lieved than any thing. In fhprt, I fee no 

way 
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way by which we can extricate ourfelves 
from thefe prefling difficulties, but by 
afcribing to God that perfetSt and univer- 
fal knowledge, which my text, and fundry 
other fcriptures, attribute to him. Reafon 
muft have recourfe to this at laft, or deny 
that God fhall judge the, world. It is his 
omnifcience that iupplies the room of fo- 
reign witnefles, or makes their teftimony' 
valid : it is his omnifcience that overawes 
confcience, and cionftrains it to be faith- 
ful : He alone can tell a man what is in 
his heart, fo that he dare not reTufe the 
charge : and it is this infallible teftimony 
of the Judge himfelf, who fcans all adlions, 
who weighs all thoughts, whofe right hand 
doth ever hold us, and whofe eye is con- 
ftantly upon us, that will flop every mouth 
in the great day of decifion, and convince 
the whole world, that his judgement is true 
and righteous. 

Thus have I endeavoured to eftablifh 
your faith of this important truth, that the 
pyts of the Lord are in every place^ beholding 

the evil and the good. 1 have argued the 

caufe at the bar of Reafon j and have 

^ihowec} 
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ihowed you the intimate connexion of 
diis doArine with the moft acknowledged 
dilates of natural religion, to wit, That 
God is the Creator, the Preferver, the Go- 
vernor, and the Judge of the world.. ■■ ■ I t 
28 poflible that fome may afk. Why be- 
llow fo much time and labour in proving 
a point which nobody is difpofed to de- 
ny? Let this be my apology:- 1 can-» 

not recollecSl ;the time when I ferioufly 
queftioned the truth of this dodrine; but 
I can well remember a time, when it had 
ho more influence upon my own foul, 
than if I had been fure it was falfe: And 
if your beliet be of the fame kind, as I 
fear with - top many it is, be aflured Tyou 
have heard no more than was needful; 
nay, if an infinitely greater Teacher do not 
pleach the fubjedl over again to your hearts 
with power, your preient belief fliall only 
heighten your guilt; and the fewer your 
doubts are, the greater fhall your condem- 
nation be. If your hearts do not feel the 
conftant prefence of God, your verbal ac- 
knowledgements and fpeeulative belief of it, 
fhall only render your cafe fomething worfe 

than 
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thaji the infidels, Satan can fpare this tri^ 
bute to God: fo long as your faith dwells in 
the brain, or in the tongue, he doth not 
grudge you the pofleflion of it ; and if what 
you have been hearing fink no deeper,. I 
fhall readily admit, that you have heard too 
much. In. that cafe^ I have no doubt loft 
my labour, whether it hath been acceptable 
to you or not. ^ But I fliall not clofe the fub- 
jedl till I have pointed out the pradlical ufe 
we ought to make of it, - • 

And, ij?, Let us take occafion from this 
dodhine to admire, with humble grati- 
tude the long-fiifiering patience and ten- 
der compaffions of our God, Is he the 
immediate witnefs of all our fins? doth 
he fee the rebellious thought rifing in our 
minds, and doth he ftill look on, and 
ipare, till it be fully formed and executed ? 
How incomprehenfible then muft his pa- 
tience be ! We find it no eafy matter to 
forgive our fellow-men, even when they 
are penitent; with what difficulty do we 
fupprefs our refentment, though the injury 
hath been committed at a great diflance of 
time, and oiu* offending brother himfelf 

wa3 



SERMON II. '6i 

was perhaps the firft who informed us of it, 
by a free and forrowful confeflion ? What 
then can we think of the divine riiercy and 
forbearance ? It were much in God to for- 
give the tranfgreiHoris of fuch creatures, as 
we are, though he had not feen them done, 
and knew nothing about them, till he 
heard them from ourfelves, in penitent con- 
feffions, and petitions for pardon : but to 
bear with us till lull had conceived and 
brought forth ; to fee the whole progrefs of 
the mind, its plots and contrivances, till 
the wicked deed be done ; to behold the 
heart full of enmity, without one relenting 
thought ; to fpare a creature thus determi- 
ned to affront him, when by one word he 
could difarm it of all its power, and render 
it completely miferable ! it is this which 
fets the patience of God above all human, 
above all created underftanding. O ! my 
brethren, think of this.^ — Should an earthly 
prince behold one of his fubje<5ls, who lived 
within his palace, and was fupported by 
his bounty, treafonably confpiring againft 
him with his moft inveterate enemies ; 
ihould he, inftead of treating him with 

the 
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the feverity he defervcd, condefcend te 
expoftulate with him ; and, in the tnoSt 
afiedlionate manner, intreat him to con- 
fult his own fafetjr by returning to his 
duty, and not to wreft a punilhment 
from him which he was unwilling to in- 
flidl ; what do .you think would be the 
Hate of the traitor's mind in fuch circum- 
flances as thefe ? how would it confound 
him to know, that his much injured fbvc- 
reign had all along been privy to his 
bafenefs, but, like the mod tender father, 
inftead of punifhing, had only pitied his 

folly ? We may partly conceive this^ 

but are unable to exprefs it.— — The moft 
artful defcription could give but a faint re- 
prefentation of the various feelings of an 
ingenuous heart, upon fuch an affedling oc- 
cafion. And fhall not the tender mercy of 
our, God have the fame influence upon us ? 
He neither wants power to inflicSl, nor pro- 
vocation to juftify, the fevereft punifhment 

our natures are capable of enduring* f 

What fliall we faty then ? — He is God, and 
not man ; and therefore it is that we are 

not confumed. -O let his patience, to 

which 
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which we are fb infinitely indebted, work 
upon our ingenuity, that we may not un- 
worthily burden it any more ! and parti* 
cularly let us watch over our hearts at this 
time, when the fubjedl we are upon necef- 
i^rily obliges us to fet the Lord more im- 
mediately before us, as the witnefs and 
judge of our prefent temper and conduct ; 
for furely his eyes are in this place ^ beholding 
the evil and the good. V 

"idly^ This dodlrine hath an obvious 
tendency to cherifh fimplicity and godly 
fincerity, and to banifh all diilimulation 
and artifice from our hearts. He who 
realizeth the divine prefence, will not dare 
to be an hypocrite : for he knows that his 
triumphing can be but fhort, and his joy 
only for a moment. Man he may dece^, 
who fees no farther than the outfide ; but 
he cannot deceive God, wbofe eyes are in 
every place ; who " fearcheth the hearts, and 
" trieth the reins of the children of men.** 
And to what purpofe fliould he labour for 
the applaufe of poor dying creatures, if he 
expofe himfelf to the contempt and abhor- 
rence of that infinite Being, upon whom 

he 
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he neceflarily depends for life and breath, 
and all things ? efpecially when he confi- 
ders, that the mafk he now wears fliall ere 
long be pulled off, and his real charadter 
expofed to the view of an aflembled world, 
in that day " when the hidden works of 
" darknefs fliall be brought to light, and 
" every one receive according to what he 
" hath done, whether it be good or bad ?" 
This motive to fincerity is plain, and ob> 
vious to the weakeft underftanding. For- 
mality, or mere outward religioufnefs, muft 
appear a vain unprofitable thing to the 
man who believes the dodlrine of my text : 
for what can it avail him to be well thought 
of by a few during the fliort time of his 
abode on this earth, if at laft he fliall be- 
come the obje(5t of everlafting contempt} 
not to thofe few only, but to all that ever 
did or fliall exifl:, till " the mighty angel, 
" fetting his right foot upon the fea, and his 
" left foot on the earth, fliall lift up his 
" hand to heaven, and fwear by him that. 
■" liveth for ever and ever, That time fliall 
•* be no more." 

3^//r, This dodlrine affords abundant 

mattei^ 
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matter of comfort and joy to the truly god* 
ly. Omnifcience is the attribute of their 
Father and their friend ; his eyes are cou- 
tiiiually upon them for good ; he knows 
every thing that befals them, and is perfeiSt- 
ly acquainted both with their: wants, and 
with thofe fupplies which are proper and 
ncceflary for them. This qualifies him to 
be the objedl of their truft and confidence ; 
upon him they may quietly and cheerfully 
rely, who is never far from any one of them, 
and " whofe eyes run to and fro through- 
** out the whole earth, to fhew himfelf ftrong 
" in behalf of thofe whofe hearts are perfcft 
^ towards him." 

But the omnifcience of God is ftill more 
comfortable upon other accounts. What 
a day and fupport did it prove to Peter, 
when our Lord faid unto him the third 
time, {yobn xxu 17.), " Simon^ fon of 
" Jonas, loveft thou me ?" Yes, Lord, faid 
he, I love thee. — I confefs indeed the bafe- 
nefs and treachery of my late condudl ; yet 
ftill I do, and muft proteft, that I love thee. 
~. — It is'true that 1 forfook thee, and im^ 
pioufly denied thee y and wert thou not the 

Vol. I. E all- 
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all^wife God, is well as my compaffiojo^ 
afe Savfoiir, this reiterated qtieitioti wouM 
fbdkie ikfe dtitob, and drive toe from thy 
fteikm:ci iFor how could I pretend to love 
t^i or hopfe fo be credited, ^er fuch bafe- 
Afeft and perfidy ? But this is my refuge : 

-:— " Thoii, Lord, kno^eft all things." 

Thdti canft look into my heart, and fee thy- 
fe!f enthroned there; and therefore, not- 
Viithiftah^irig the juft caule I have given to 
all the Wdrid befides, to fui|)2fft the fincert- 
ty of rny prefcnt profeffion, yet I humbly 
^ifc apical to thy unliihited knowledge : 
** Thou, Lord, wh6 knoweft all things'^ 
** knoweft that I love thee/* This is ftill 
tKe fupport of upright fouls. As perfec- 
titfe is not tJte attainment of our prefent 
ftate, the dearcft of God*s children are toa 
dfteh carried away . by the force of tempta- 
tion ; infomuch that, had they to do with 
a man like themfelves, they might defpair 
of being able to convince htm that they 
loved him. But the fincere penitent, con- 
fcibus of tliat affedlion which glows within 
his breaft, can with tears make his appeal 
to Oud himfelf, and hope to be believed;. 

be- 
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becaufe he to whom he appeals, needs ho 
Other proof or evidence to convince hini, 
than his 6wn irtimediate and unerring know- 
ledge. 

Once more, what hope and joy muft 
Ipring xip in the foul in its fecret addrefles 
to God, when it remembers that Ins eyes are 
in every place ! — ^He to whotn we pray, under- 
ftandeth our very thoughts afar oflp. " Lord,*' 
Aid the Pfalrtiift, " all my defire is before 
^* thee, and my groaning is not hid from 
" thee." — A groan, a figh, cannot efcape his 
iK)tice : nay^ " he puts our tears into a bot- 
^ tie, and a book of remembrance is writ- 
^* ten before him, for them that think upon 
^' hi« name;" 

Though words be a tribute due to God, 
yet he doth not need the information of 
language : ** for when we know not what 
** we Ihould pray for as we ought, the Spi- 
^ rit itfelf helpeth our infirmities, making 
** interceflion for us with groanings which 
"•* cannot be uttered. And he that learcheth 
** the hearts, knoweth what is the mind of 
•* the Spirit, becaufe he maketh intercet 
** fion iot the faints according to the will 
E 2 "of 
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" of God," Rom. viii. 26, 27. When the 
humble fupplicant, like a difeafed Lazarus^ 
can do little more than lay himfelf down at 
the door of mercy, unable to pronounce 
one articulate word ; when, like the publi- 
can in the parable, he can only fmite upoa 
his breaft, to point at the place where the 
diftemper lies ; the Holy Spirit puts lan- 
guage into thefe adlions, which God per- 
fedlly under ftands, and gracioufly accepts ; 
becaufe his eyes are in every placc^ beholding 
the evil and the good. 

/^hly^ This dodlrine is no lefs awful to 
the wicked than it is comfortable to the 
fincere and good. Where-ever they are, 
whatever they do, God fees and obferves 
them. Men are frequently induced to com- 
mit fin by the hope of concealment : " The 
" eye of the adulterer waiteth for the twi-t 
" light ; faying, No eye fliall fee me ; and 
" difguifeth his face." But this text dif. 
covers the folly of fuch hopes : the Judge 
himfelf beholds and knows them; for 
" there is no darknefs nor Ihadow of death 
<* where the workers of iniquity can hide 
** themfelves from him%" O finners, think 

of 
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of this : None of your ways are hid from 
the Lord: He not only knows what yoii 
do, but he alfo knows what .oppofition and 
reftraint you overcome in doing it. You 
may feign excufes to your neighbours, you 
may plead the violence of temptation, the 
want of recollection, or the flrength of paf- 
fion; and by thefe alleviations extenuate 
your guilt, and put fome fort of colour 
upon your conduifl : but God fees through 
all thefe thin difguifes ; he that heard every 
whifpering of confcience within thee ; and 
the complaints of this opprefled fubdued 
deputy are all recorded againft thee.— -Bre- 
thren, this is a mod alarming confedera- 
tion : may God imprefs it upon our hearts, 
and give it that power and influence which 
it ought to have ! This would humble us 
to purpofe, and make us to loath ourfelves 
in our own fight, becaufe of oiir abomina- 
tions. 

Surely the heart of man is with good 
reafon faid to be " deceitful above all 
*' things, and defperately wicked." We 
are haftening to the tribunal of that Judge, 
whofe eye hath been conftantly upon us, 

E 3 mi 
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and from whofe fentence there lies no apy 
peal. No craft or policy can evade his 
juftice, neither can any power deliver out 
of his hands : yet wc live as if we had no 
withefs, no judge, nor any caufe of im-^ 

portance to be tried. God hath afTured 

us in his word, that " death is the wages 
** of fin ;'* Reafon condemns it ; Confciencc 
either remonftrates againft it, or rebuke? 

us for it : yet, in defiance of all thefe, 

we hug it in our bofom, and refufe to let it 

go. 

Thi« is fuch perverfe, fqch unaccount- 
able folly, that were not the whole earth a 
bedlam, in which all have a tin<5lure of the 
fame difcafe, it would be regarded with 
equal furprife and horror. One of tlie mod: 
probable means for reftoring men to their 
right fenfes, ijS the ferious belief of tliis im- 
portant dodrine, that the eyes of the I or a art 
in every place ^ beholding the evil and the good. 
"Which leads me to obferve, in the^ 

^th and Ic^ place, That an habitual im- 
preflion of the divme prefence would prove 
at once an efiedual rcflraint from all man- 
ner 
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ncr of fin, and the moft powerful incitement 
to every part of our duty. 

This would deter us even fhrai the moft 
feqret fins., and influence us as much in our 
clofeft retiren^ent, as when we a(3: in the 
public view of the world. Had we no Ch 
tber fpedtators than men, it might be fu£- 
£cient to maintain a fair outiide, becau(e 
that only falls under their obfervation*: but 
there is no covering fo thict as to hide us 
from God ; the moft fecret deviation of the 
heart is fubjedl to his cognifance, as much 
as the moft open tranfgreflion of the life*; 
and fins committed in the deepeft fhades of 
darknefs, are as perfedHy known to him, 
as thofe committed in the cleareft noon-day. 
None of the Iprings from whence they pro- 
ceed can ^fcape his notice, nor the temper 
of mind with which they are done ; which 
give the trueft light into their nature, and 
determine the precife degree of their malig- 
nity. What reafon, then, have we to keep 
our hearts, as well as our lives, with alj dili- 
gence, and to dread a fin in privacy, iio lefs 

than when we know that many eyes are up- 
on ys ? 

E 4 With 
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With refped again to die pradice o€ our 
duty, the inflnence (^ a iraliTJiig faidi of 
the divine omnifciencc is fo apparent, that 
it needs no ilhiiliati<m. *^ I have kept thy 
^ ftatutes and thy teftimonies,'' iaid David ; 
•• fOT all my ways are before thee" Were 
God habitually ^le&nt to our minds, we 
ihould think nothing too much to be d^me^ 
or too hard to be endured, in his ierrice. 
A holy ambition to approve ourfclves to 
him, by whofe final fentence we mnft ftand 
or fall, would render us fuperior to every 
trial, and carry us forward in the way of 
his commandments with increafing vigour, 
and alacrity : we fhould never ** think that 
we had already attained, either were al- 
*^ ready perfedl; but forgetting the things 
** which are behind, and reaching forth 
*' to thofe things which .are before, wc 
" fhould prefs towards the mark for the 
" prize of the high calling of God in Chrilt 
" Jefus/' 

Upon the whole, then,' 1^ us earneflly 
pray God, that he, by his grace, may 
ftrcngthen our faith of this important truth, 
that tbe eyes of the Lord are in every place ^ Ar- 

jjolding 
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holding the evil and the good: and enable us 
fo to fet him before us during all the days of 
pur pilgrimage on earth, that hereafter wc 
may be admitted into his immediate pre- 
ience ; where, in the happy fociety of angels 
and faints, we £hall enjoy the unclouded 
light of his countenance withqut interruption 
and without end. Amen. 
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Psalm xix. 13. 
IK^eep hack tbyfervant alfofrom prefumptuous Jins. 

MEMORABLE is that frying of the 
Apoftle Paul, " I had not known fin 
** but by the law." We can never judge 
aright of our temper and pradlice, till we 
prove them by this unerring rule. Many 
objedls appear to have a ftrong refemblance 
while we view them apart, and at a diilance 
from e^ch other; which, in almoft every 
feature, are found to difagree when they 
are brought together and examined with 
accuracy. Thus there is a feeming confor- 
mity to the divine law, an image of fandli- 
ty, which very often pafTeth for real holi- 
nefs, and leads men " to think of them- 
" felves more highly than they ought to 

M ^hink.'* Paul " was alive without the 

'y law 
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" law once; but when the commaiidmcnt 
" came, fin revived^ and he died." So 
long as he knew only the letter of the law, 
and was a ftranger to its fpiritiial meaning 
and juft extent, he imagined that his pray- 
ers, his fadings, and his alms, accompft'- 
nied with fome pieces of bodily exercife^ 
and an abftincncc from the grofler adts of 
fin, were fufficient to recommend him to 
the friendfhip of God, and would certainly 
intitle him to the joys of immortality : but 
^' when the commandment came" in it» 
native purity, and entered into his hf^rt 
with light and power, he fooa difcov$fg4 
his mi (lake, and was convinced, that his 
feemiag virtues were no more ift reality 
than ^ dead works ;" his phariftici^l righte-p 
oufnefs a mere painted outfide, the delufirc 
picture or '* form of godlinefs." 

In like manner, the author of this Ff^m^ 
after a devout contemplation of the 4mi]be 
law (which he had magnified in jthe fojre** 
going verfcs, by a juft and animated, d^tiiil 
of its amiable properties aud falttt*iry ef- 
fexSls), turning his eyes inw;ird, is iir»ck 
with a feitfe of his own guilt and pollution : 

" Who," 
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•* Who," faith he, " can underftand his er- 

^ rors?" Many indeed, too many, alasf 

I can foon recoUedl; for every period of 
my life hath been ftained with fin : hut be- 
fides all thefe, I now perceive, that in num- 
berlefs inftances, unobferved or forgotten, I 
muft have deviated from £b perfedl a rule. 
«-^Upon this, he fupplicates the mercy of 
God, and implores the forgivenefs of thofe 
** errors" or infirmities, which had either 
efcaped his notice, or dropped out of his 
remembrance : " Cleanfe thou me from (e- 
** cret faults :" " fecret," not only with re- 
{pc&. to others, but to myfelf alfo ; hid from 
mine own eyes, as . well as from the eyes of 
my fellow-men. And under this awful im- 
preffion of the polluting nature even of his 
unobferved and " fecret faults," he views 
with horror the more aggravated guilt of* 
known, and wilful fins ; and prays with re- 
doubled 6arneftnefs, in the words of my 
text, that it might pleafe God to reftrain or 
keep him back from thefe: — Ke€p bad tby 
Jirvant alfo from prefumptuous fins. 

What thefe fins are,— and how much it 
Goncerneth us all to avoid them, — I ftiall en-f 

deavour 
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deavour to fliow in the fequel of this dif. 
courfe : — ^And as my text is a prayer, I fliall 
conclude with fome diredlions for the help 
of thofe who are willing to make it their 
own prayer, and wifti to offer it up with ac- 
ceptance and iuccefs. 

By prefumptuous Jirrs We are to underftand 
ibmething different from thofe unavoidable 
failings, on account of which it is laid, 
that " there is not a juft man upon earth, 
" who doeth good, and finneth not." Per- 
fed:ion in holinefs is not the attainment of 
our prefent ftate : the beft offend in many 
things ; and " if we fay we have no fin, we 
•* deceive ourfelves, and the truth is not in 
« us/^ 

There are fome fins done through igno- 
rance ; and this circumftance, how great 
fbever the offence may be in its 6wn nature, 
doth certainly render the cafe qf the offend- 
-er more pitiable. We find " the Apoftle 
^* and High-prieft of our profeffion, Chrill 
" Jefiis,'* pleading this argument for mercy 
to his murderers : " Father, forgive them ; 
** for they know not what they do.'* S^ 

« Paul 
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** Paul obcaified mercy, who was before a 
** blafphetner, a perfecutor, and injurious^ 
** becaufe he did it ignorantly." And , the 
Judge himfclf hath affured us, (La^ xii. 
48.), that ** the fervant who knew not his 
" lord's will, and did commit things worthy 
" of ftripes, fliall be beaten with few ftripes." 
There are other fins, into which men are 
hurried by fudden and violent temptation, 
which the Apoftle, writing to the Gal^ans, 
c^lls " bekig overtaken in a fault," Gaiat. 
vi. 1. outwitted, as it were, and taken by fur- 
{>rife. In this cafe, he exhorts the brethren, 
^ to reftore fuch an o^ie in the fpirit ot 
** meeknefs :'* and the argument he ufeth is 
very remark^abie ; " confidering thyfelf, left 
" thou alfo be tempted/* It farther deferves 
out nddice, that the perfons to whom the 
^^ortation is addrefled, are fuppofed to b6 
** ^iritual ;'' yet even to thefe he recom- 
Hieftds GOtopaffion and tendernefs, becaufe 
the violence of the temptation might in like 
circumft^nc^s have overcome themfelves* 
■■ m'i ,i, « Men do not defpife a diief," faid 
the wife kjmg of Xfrael, ^' if he fteal to fatii^ 
?* fy hi^ fcrttl when he is hungry.'* In efti- . 

mating 
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matiiig the different degrees of guilt, re- 
gard. Mud always be had to the nature of 
the teiaaj^tion : for according to the ftrength 
of that, the pride or perverfenel^ of the fin- 
ner is proportionally diminilhed ; efpecially 
if it appear that he did not go forth to meet 
the temptation, but was really overtaken by 
it, in the proper fenfe of that word, and 
hurried along with its violence, before his 
mind could have freedom or leifure to re- 
flie<Sl and reafon upon the matter. 

Having premifed thefe diftindlions, we 
fhall now be able to difcover, with greater 
cafe ^nd certainty, thofe peculiar ingredients 
which render fin prefumptuous. 

Knowledge is the firft. This, as I have 
already hinted, muft lie at the root of every 
prefumptuous fin. He is rather unfor- 
tunate than faulty, who, by miftake or ac- 
cident, hurteth one in the dark ; but he 
tvho doth it in broad day, and with his 
eyes open^ betrays malevalenee, or wicked 
intention, which doth not admit of any 
extenuation. It was this that rendered the 
imbelieving Jews altogether inexcufable, ac- 
cording to that declaration of our Saviour, 

Jobn 
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Jobn iV. 22. ** If I had not come and Ipo- 
*' ken unto them, they had not had fin \ 
" but now they have no cloak for their fin.*' 
Knowledge then being fuppofed as an effen- 
tial ingredient^ 

The fin becomes more prefumptuous 
when it is the fruit of deliberation and con- 
trivance ; when the perfon ruminates and 
plots, and lays fchemes for executing his 
criminal defigns. Such a tranlgreflbr is 
defcribed, Prov. vi. 14. " Frowardnefs is 
^' in his hearty he devifeth mifchief conti- 
" nually $'' and again, PJalm xxxvi. 4. '* He 
" devifeth mifchief upon his bed ; he fetttth- 
** himfelf in a way that is not good j he ab- 
" horreth not evil.'* 

The prefumption is farther heightened, 
when obftinacy is added -to knowledge and 
deliberation ; when the tranfgrelTor " hold- 
'*' eth fad his iniquity, and will not let it 
" go," but rufheth forward in his wicked 
courfe, " even as the horfe rufheth into the 
" battle.'* Such was the temper which the 
Jews expreflfed in their anfwer to Jeremiah, 
(Jerem. xliv. 16.) " As for the word which 
" thou hafl fpoken to us in the name of the 

« Lord 
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** Lord, we will not hearken unto thee, but 
** will certainly do whatfoever thing goeth 
•^ forth out of our own mouth." And to 
this obftinacy the epithet of prefumptuous is 
diredlly applied, Deuteron. u 43. where Mo- 
fes faith, " I fpake unto you, but yc would 
** not hear, but rebelled againft the com- 
" mandment of the Lord, and went pre- 
" fumptuoufly up into the hill." 

Again, if the warnings and reproofs of 
men be accompanied with the remonftran- 
ces of confcience, and enforced by the mo- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, thefe give. a yet 
deeper tindlure to the finner's prefumption, 
and render his obftinacy ftill more crimi- 
nal. With fuch guilt were the Jewifli 
rulers dire(flly charged hy the firft martyr 
Stephen, ABs vii. 51. " Ye fliflF-necked, and 
" uncircumcifed in heart and in ear, ye dp 
" always refift the Holy Ghoft : as your fa- 
" thers did, fo do ye." 

But the fin becomes p^fumptuotis in the 
higheft degree, when, befides the remon- 
ftrances of confcience, and the ftrivings of 
the Holy Spirit, God, by fome awful dif. 
penfations of his providencfe, " hedgeth up 

Vol. L ^ F « the, 
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^* the finner*s way as with thorns," and 
yet he will break through. Upon this ac- 
count a diftinguifhed brand of infamy is 
fet upon Ahaz in the facred hiftory ; of 
whom it is faid, 2 Cbron. xxviiL 22. " In 
" the time of his diftrefs did he trefpafs yet 
" more againft the Lord;" to which it is 
fubjoined, with a peculiar emphafis, " This 
" is that King Ahaz," that obftinate, that 
incorrigible offender, who ftands on record 
as an awful beacon, for a warning to all 

fucceeding generations. Thefe, I appre* 

hend, are the principal ingredients which 
render fin prefumptuous. 

And from this defcription it will appear,, 
that' there are fome fins which muft alwaya 
be prefumptuous, and do not admit of any 
palliation. 

Profane /wearing is evidently of this 
kind. It hath no claim to pleafure, and as 
little to profit ; the fwearer feems to be 
wicked from pure malice, merely for the 
fake of being wicked. In vain do men 
plead provocation: for injure them who 
will, furely God doth them no injury ; and 
if a fellow-creature offend them, that can 

never 
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iiever afford a reafon for affronting their 
Creator, who is continually doing them 
good. Befides, it is only one inftance of 
profane fwearing for which even this alle- 
viation can be pleaded : let the firft adl be 
fuppofed involuntary, the effedl of fome 
fudden diforder in the mind; what be- 
comes of the next ? that muft neceflarily 
be prefumptuous ; for the repetition of fo 
unnatural a firi may eafily be prevented^ 
if the perfon hath a real abhorrence of it^ 
and ufeth any efforts to guslrd againft it; 
?ut, alas ! how many arc there who fw^r 
alike^ whether they be angry or well 
pleafed ; who imprecate damnation upon 
themfelves out of mtere wantonnefs, and 
make fuch horrid oaths a principal part of 

th^ir familiar conveirfation. If any who 

hear me are guilty in this manner, let me 
prevail with them to paufe for a little, till 
thejr have ferioiifly confidered what the^v 
are doing. It coft the Redeemer much 
to purchafe falvation for you^ not only 
prayers, but blood too j and dare you pray . 
that your fouls may have no fhare in it ? 
This id the height of madnefa: Danina- 

F 2 tioa 
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tion is eafily obtained ; you need not pray 
for it ; if you apply not the remedy, you 
perifh of courfe : but it is not fo eafy to be 
faved; and maft not thefe imprecations, 
which you have jull caufe to fear are re- 
corded againft you, increafe the difficulty, 
and remove you farther from the road of 
mercy ? Think of this, O finners ! before it 
be too late, and fpeedily forfake this pre- 
fumptuous fin. 

Perjury, i^ ftill more inexcufable, as it 
cannot even borrow the pretext of paffion 
or furprife, but is a cool deliberate a^ of 
the mod daring impiety. The perfbn who 
fwears in judgement has not only abun- 
dance oC leifure to confider what he is 
about to fay, but the very manner of admi-. 
niftering an oath in all the courts I know, 
has fomething in it peculiarly folemn and 
awful, on purpofe, no doubt, to ftir uj 
confcience to perform its office, and t 
oblige it to be faithful. Nay, the vei 
•words of an oath in judgement, exprefs ; 
immediate appeal to the Searcher of hea 
in the tremendous character of final Jud/ 
and confequently imply, not only the j 

i 
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fon's confent to accept damnation as the 
punifhrnent of his falfehood, if he (hall 
conceal or deny what he knows to be the 
truth, but even a formal and fblexnii ad- 
juration of God to inflidl damnation upon 
him; which is the higheft degree of pre- 
fumption that can poffibly be imagined* 
— — But though perjury be a lie with pe- 
culiar aggravations ; yet there can be no 
lief of whatever kind, which are not pre- 
fumptuous in one degree or other, inafmuch 
as they always require fome exercife of in- 
vention to make them, and ufually a great 
deal more to fupport their credit, and to 
keep them in countenance after they are 
made. 

Theft muft in every cafe be prefumptu- 
ous : it is a work of time, which requires 
much thought and cunning to adjuft the 
plan of operation, and no lefs addrefs and 
condudl in carrying it into execution. Be- 
fides, the thief has many reftraints to break 
through, not only the inward convidlion of 
the wrong done to his neighbour, but the 
fears of a difcovery likewife, and of that 
F ^ difgrace 
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difgrace and punifliment with which it will 
certainly be attended. 

The fame may be faid of " whoremongers 
and adulterers^ whom God will judge. ^^ Voic 
though fuch tranfgreffors commonly plead 
the violence of temptation ; yet^ ^ I have 
already obferved, this by itfelf cannot exr 
cufe from prefumption, unlefs the temp- 
tation be fo fudden and furprifing, that it 
gives the perfon no leifure to exercife hiej 
reafon ; which I am perfuaded is fcldom 
or never the cafe. Thefe works of dark- 
nefs are ufually gone about with greater 
caution and fecrecy than are confiftent with 
mere paflion ; fo that Reafon hath been em- 
ployed, though in a wrong way : and thi^ 
is one of thofe ingredients that render fin 
prefumptuous. 

We may likewife fay of drunkennefsy that 
in moft cafes it is prefumptuous. It is aij 
excefi which one can fcarcely be furprifed 
into, unlefs the liquor be mixed with fomiet 
pernicious drug, or hath fome peculiar 
quality with which* he is utterly unac- 
quainted. But this, I fuppofe, is a cafe 
that rarely happens. It ufually takes fome 

time 
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time before a perfon be intoxicated; and 
drunkennefs comes on by fuch gradual ad- 
vances, that one hath fufficient opportunity 
to obferve its approach, and to make his 
efcape, if he is not otherwife determined. 

So that all thefe fins are evidently pre- 
fumptuous ; and as they are too commonly 
pradlifed among us, I thought it my duty 
to mention them in particular, for the fak^ 
of thofe who know themfelves to be guilty, 
that they may not wafte their precious 
time in feeking after excufes to defend them 
againft the heavy charge of prefumption; 
but may, without a moment's delay, hum- 
ble themfelves in the prefence of that God 
whom they have fo grievoufly offended, im- 
ploring his pardoning mercy for what is 
pafl, and his powerful grace to reftrain them 
for tha future. 

The great importance of his reftraint to 
us all, or how much it concerneth us to 
be kept back from every prefumptuous fin, 
was the fecond thing I propofed to illuflrate. 
And this will appear from two confiderations. 

i^. That fuch fins are mofl heinous in 
F 4 their 
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their nature; and, adfy^ taofl pernicious in 
their effcdls and confequences. 

i^, They are moft heinous in their na- 
ture. The language of the proud finner 
is, Who is Lord over me? He either dif- 
owns the authority of God, or bids him 
defiance, and provokes him to jealoufy, as 
if he were flronger than he. Thus it is 
written. Numbers xv. 3. " The foul that 
*' doetb ought prefumptuoufly, reproach- 
" eth the Lord:'* reproacheth his knowf 
ledge, as if God v^as ignorant of his wickr 
ednefs ; or his juftice and truth, as if he 
would not punifh it ; or his power, as if he 
could not. And what horrid impiety is 

this! — O finners, think of it: your 

known wilful fins cannot poflibly be vin- 
dicated from this charge : all I have now 
faid, and a great deal more, fliall be made 
good againft you at lad, when God fhall 
enter into judgement with your fouls. 
It is vain for you to plead, that you do not 
diredlly intend thefe things. I verily be- 
lieve you think fo; for, proud and ftub-^ 
bora as you are, I am confident that you 
dare QOt utter fuch blafphemies before God, 

nor 
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nor even avow them to your own hearts. 
But doth it follow from thence, that you 
are not chargeable with them? The fal- 
lacy of this reafoning can eafily be detecSl- 

cd. Tell us, do you intend your own 

damnation ? 1 need not wait for an an- 

fwer ; I am fure you do not. Pray, then, 

what meaning have you at all ? ^You 

wilfully tranfgrefs the laws of God, but you 
do not intend to be punifhed for it ; on 
the contrary, you fliudder at the profpedl 
of fuffering, and would certainly oppofc 
it with all your might. This is one fide. 
—On the other hand, you fay, that you 
have no diredl intention to injure or infult 
the majefty of God ; you mean no preju- 
dice to his authority, nor to any of his per- 
fedlions, his wifdom, holinefs, juftice, or 
almighty power. Can any body re- 
concile thefe two oppofites? ^You are 

unwilling to be miferable j and yet you are 
willing that God fliould poflefs thoie tre* 
mendous attributes, by the exerciie of which 
. you mull be made miferable. This is a flat 
contradidlion. — The cafe is plain, whether 
you perceive it or not : you would certainly 

dethrone 
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dethrone God if you could; you would re- 
verie bis laws, or difarm his power, that 
you might follow your inclinations with- 
out fear or controul : And this is the difpo- 
fition of every prefiimpruous finner, though 
perhaps his heart may be fo hard and un- 
feeling as not to perceive it. Thefe remarks 
may fuffice to fliow, of what a heinous na- 
ture prefumptuous fins are. ^I added, in 

the 

ad place. That they are likewife mod per- 
nicious in their effefts and confequences. 

Every wilful fin hardens the heart, and 
renders it Icfs penetrable than it was before: 
one convidlion overcome, makes way for the 
conqueft of another, and that of a thirds 
and fo on; the finner by degrees waxet;h 
ftout againft God, till at length every bond 
that fliould reftrain him is broken afunder, 
and his heart becomes ** folly fet in him 
** to do evil." This is the natural effed of 
prcfumptuous finning : confcience being of- 
ten violated, grows ciallous and infenfiblc, 
or, in the language of fcripturc, " feared 
^ as with a hot iron ;" fo that it not only 

lofeth 
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Jofeth its authority^ but in great meafttre its 
feeling alfo, and fufFers the finner to tvtfh 
forward in lii$ wicked courfe without check 
or remorfe. 

But this is not all: Thefe prefumptumts 
fins have not pnly a hardening infiuenc^ 
upon the heart, but they likewife provoke 
God to inflidl a judicial hardnefs tipon it, 
which of all his judgements is by far the 
moft terrible ; for this, as it were, feal^ up 
the finner to final condemnation, and ren- 
ders hi$ recovery not only difficult, Ijrut ut- 
terly impoflible. " Ephraim is joined to His 
P idols," faith God; " let him alone:" he 
is obftinately bent upon idolatry, give him 
no difturbance. By this awful fentence God 
lays an inhibition, if I may £0 fpeak, upon 
every thing that might either rcftrain or 
reclaim the offender ; he withdraws his de- 
fpifed grace, and fuffers him to wallow in 
that filthinefs he hath chofen, till the fire 
that is not quenched fhall awaken him 
to a fruitlefs defpairing convidHon of his 
^ folly. 

But as this judgement is^ in a peculiar 
manner, ** God's ftrange work," to which 

> he 
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he never proceeds till all reclaimmg methods 
have been tried and ' baffled, let us fuppofe, 
if you pleafe, that the finner begins to a- 
waken out of his lethargy; yet how dif» 
mal muft the efiedls of his prefumptuous 
jQns be, even in this cafe ? Oh ! what hor-* 
ror will the^ remembrance of them raife in 
his mind ? How will they difcourage him 
in his addrefles for mercy, to diat God 
whom he hath fo impudently affronted and 
defied to his face ? How will they damp his 
expedlationS'Of pardon, when God fets them 
all in battle-array before him, and con^ 
fcience takes hold of that dreadful fen- 
tence againft the prefumptuous tranfgreflbr, 
{Numbers xv. 3?,) " Becaufe he hath defpiled 
" the word of the Lord, and hath broken 
** his commandment ; that foul fhall be ut- 
" terly cut off: his iniquity fliall be upon 
" him ?" If fo good a man as Heman was 
obliged to cry out, " While I fuffer thy ter-r 
" rprs I am diftracfted ;" what mull be the 
condition of the newly ^wakened prefump-P 
tuous finner ? 

Nay, let us fuppofe, that God hath fpo- 

Jcen peace tp his foul, and giyen him re^- 

- fon 
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foft to hope that his iniquities are for- 
given; yet thefe fins of prefiimption al- 
ways leave behind them the fears of thofe 
gafhes which they made upon the heart: 
and as deep bodily wounds, even after 
they have been clofed, are apt to ache up* 
on a change of weather ; fb any variation 
in the perfon's lot tlfet is capable of being 
conftrued into a token of God's anger, will 
recall to his memory thofe pardoned ini- 
quities, and make them a frefh occafion of 
grief and anguifh to his doubting perplexed 
foul. 

Befides, though pardon fecures againfl; 
final condemnation, yet fins of this kind 
are feldom remitted without fome vifible 
. teftimony of God's difpleafure. What ca- 
lamities befel the author of this Pfalm, even 
after the Prophet had intimated to him, 
that "the Lord had put away his fin?" 

His daughter ravilhed ; the inceftuous 

brother (lain ; Abfalom invades both his 

throne and his bed ; -the bulk of his fub- 

jedls defert him j— — and he himfelf, ac- 
companied with a few remaining friends, is 
driven into the wildernefs, and hard put 

to 
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to it to {hift for bi^ life. And though Di- 
yid was chargeable with many failings, and 
ibme of them grofs enough, yet in the cha<* 
ra<5ter whiih the infpired hiflorian hath 
g^veji of him, they are all paffed over in 
iileace, except his complicated guilt in the 
matter of Uriah : but that is exprefsly men- 
tioned, and left as a blot upon the name 
pf this great and good man, to deter otheri^ 
from fuch deliberate and prefumptuous 
fins ; for thus it is written, (i Kings xv. 5,) 
** David did that which was right in the 
*' eyes of the Lord, and turned not afide 
^ from any thing that he conmianded him 
♦* aU the days of his life, ^^^ only in the 
" matter of Uriah the Hittite.'' — Nay, David 
with his own hand hath recorded his guilt . 
in the 51ft Pfalniy where to this day he pro^ 
fefles his Ihame and forrow, and will con-^ 
tinue to do fo as long as God fhall have a 

church upon earth When thefc things 

arc attended to, the importance of being kept 
back from prefumptuous fins mud appear 
to us in the ftrongeft and moft affedling 
light. 

Let me now addrefs thofe whofe con- 

fciences 
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fciences bear witnefs, that jhey have oftea 
tranfgrefled in this manner, and are living 
perhaps at this very time in the habitual 
indulgence of fome prefumptuous fin. Have 
you ferioufly cofxfidered the danger you 
are expofed to ? David's cafe, vrhich I juft 
now mentioned, fuggefts to me one argu- 
ment that may poflibly have weight with 
you. Some of you, perhaps, are fly ojffen* 
ders ; fo cunning in your way, that the 
world hath not found you out. But, fay, 
would it not give you pain to think, that 

one day you fhould be difcovered ? — - 

Now, what afTurance have you that this 
fhall never happen ? David, I fuppofe, con- 
duced his criminal purfuit with as much 
addrefs and fecrecy as you can do ; and 
after it had lain buried for the fpace of 
nine months, J am perfuade^d he was as 
fearlefs of a difcovery ^ as you prefently 
are : yet God detedled him in an extra- 
ordinary manner, and not only made his 
fin vifible in his punifhment, but even ob- 
liged him, as you have heard, by a So- 
lemn exercife of repentance, which is left 
upon record 'for the ufe of the church, to 

publifh 
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publifh his confeifion of it to all fuCceecf- 
ing generations. — Have you no apprehen- 
fion that fbmething of a fimilar kind may 
befal yourfelves ? Cannot God difclofe your 
lecret fins if he pleafeth? And have you 
not caufe to fear that he will do it, from 
what he faid to David: " Thou didft it 
•* fecretly; but I will do this thing before 

^* all Ifrael, and before the fun ?" Will 

God fhow greater tendernefs to your repu- 
tation than to that of the man according to 
his own heart ? May he not, in his righte- 
ous difpleafure, permit that luft, which yoli 
prefumptuoufly cherifh in your bofom, to 
grow fo ftrong, that all your cunning fliall 
not be able to keep it within bounds? and 
then it will fly abroad, and. become pub- 
lic of courfe.- — I beg you may attend to 
this: I confefs it is a motive of the loweft 
kind ; but low as it is, you ought at leafl: 
to take its aid, till you get a relifh for 
others of a more ingenuous and fpiritual na- 
ture. 

tHonfider, farther, what inward torment 
you muft one day feel: at prefent, per- 
haps, confcience is afleep; but it Ihall not 

always 
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Always fleep; affliftion may awaken it; 
the approach of death tnoft probably will ; 
and then *' fliall your fear come as defo- 
** latidn, land yOur deftrudliori as a whirl- 
** wind : diftrefs and angtiifli ftiall then- 
" come upon you';" fot in that awful fea- 
fon, ^ the Lord fhall givd thee a trembling 
" heart, and failing of eyei^ and ibrrow 
** of mind. And thy -life fiiair hang in 
," doubt before thee, and thou fliak- fear day 
*^ and night, and flialt have noiie iaffutance* 
** of thy life. Iri tlie morning thou fhalt 
•' fay. Would God it Were even ; arid at 
•* even thou fhalt fay; Would God it wer6 
*• morning, for the fear of thine heart 
" wherewith thou fhalt fear, and for the 
^* fight. of thine eyes which thou fhalt fee.'* 
■ ^ Or if this feem hot mifery enough, 
look forward a little farther to the tremen- 
dous iffue : ** Who can dwell with devdur- 
" ing flames ? who can lie down iri ever- 
^' laffing burnings ?*' Yet this^ O finners, 
mufl be your portion, if you live and die 
in rebfellion agaihft God^ The fweetriefs of 
fin pafieth quickly Jtway^ but the fling of it 
ife perjkartakr; the gnawing worm fhall never 
Vol. I. G ^ die, 
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die, the fire of God's wrath fliall never btf 
extinguifhed. 

It is really aftomfliiag, that creatures en^ 
dxxed with reafon, and capable of exerci- 
fing rej|edion an4 f$re%ht, ^puld, in fuch 
a fituation, enjoy any fort of peace foir a 
zqiomenL What is^ it that fkppof ts you ? — 
Do you imagine that God will overlook 
your rebellion, and never call you to an 
account for your condu6l I Hear his own 
words by the xnouth of his Prophets : •^ I 
•* will fearch Jerufalem with candles^ and 
" punifh the men that are fettled on their 
" lees ; that fay in their heart, The Lord 
*^ will not do good, neither wijl he da 
** evil.'* Zepbaniab i. 12. _ ■■ , — And again, 
•* Wo unto them that draw iniquity with 
" cords of vanity, ind fin as it were with a 
** cart-rope : that fay. Let him make fpeed^ 
" and haflen his work, that we jxt^j fee 
** it ; and kt the CQuni^l of the Jiply On«r 
" jbf Ifirael draw nigh and come, thajt Y^e 
^ xnzj know it." ^W^ v. 18. IJas Jxer 
not already, in the cpurfe of his provi- 
dence, given fufficient evidence of, his ha- 
tred of fin ; and by many awful to^eps of 

his 
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hi9 righteous difpleafure, extorted a con- 
feffion from the mofl: obftijuate finners, 
"that verily there is a Qod that judgeth 

" in the earth?" But you have a proof 

of this in your own bofom. — ^What means, 
the voice of confcience within you ? Whence 
that fear and horror which fbmetimes feize 
Uppn you ? Surely thefe paijif ul feelings arc 
involuntary ; for np man chopfeth to be 
his own tormentor, ■ Welly then^ thif 
internal fenfe i? in place of a thoufand 
witnefles, to prove, that God is marking 
your fteps in the mean time, and that ere 
long he will punifh you for all your ini- 
quities ; " fpr s^ecording to this fear, fo is 
•« the wrath of God," which, is the pbjedt pf 

Do you prefume upon the mercy of God ? 
Li(len to that awful declaration in the book 
of Deuteronomy, chap. xxix. 19, 2 o. "If 
•* it come to pafs, when he heareth the 
^« words of this curfe, that he blefs himfelf 
•• i|i his heart, and fay, I fhall have peace, 
** though I walk' in th.e imagination of my 
^ heart : the Lord will not fpare him, but 
** the aoger of the Lord, ^nd^ his jealoufjg, 

G 2 «« IhaU 
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" ftiall fmoke againfl that man, and all the 
" curfes that are written in the book of the 

" law fhall be upon him." True, God is 

tiierciful ; but is it not equally true, that he 
is holy and righteous ? Can you devife a» 
nrore lofty defcription of the divine good- 
nefs, th^n that which was publifhed by' 
God himfelf, when, defcending in a cloud 
upon mount Sinai, he paiTed by biefore Mo- 
fes, and proclaimed his name, ** the Lord, ' 
•' the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
" long - fuffering, and abundant in good- 
" riefs- and truth, keeping mercy for thou- 
" fands, forgiving iniquity, and tranlgref- 
" fion, and fin f ' (but obferve what fol- 
lows), ** and that will by no means clear 
" the guilty ?" Exod. xXxiv. 6. 7. Nay, the 
moft amazing inftance of divine love, to 
vfit'j God's fending his Son into the world 
to die for finners, is, at the fame time, the 
moft awful proof of his inflexible juftice, 
and of his irreconcileable hatred of fin ; 
feeing no lefs a facrifice could expiate thd 
guilt of it than the blood of him by whom 
all things were made. Neither fliall this 
Goftly facrifice • avail us, if we ftill continue 

to 
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to hold faft our iniquities :. for *' the Sqii 
*' of God was manifefted for this very pufr 
" ppfe, that he oiight deftroy the, wofks of 
" the devil." Aijd in vain do we plead the 
merit of his death, unlefs we follow the ex- 
ample of his life^ and fubmit to the govern- 
ment of his laws and Spirit ; for " he is the 
** author of eternal falvation only to them 
" that obey him." . '^ 

But it may be, you hope to make all up 
by repeiatance ; and though at prefent there 
are fome fins you are unwilling to part 
with, yet you propofe to do it afterwards, 
with a refolution never to return any more 
to folly. Well, finners, this at lead is a 
plain confeflion that you are felf-condemrx- 
ed creatures in the mean time. You ad- 
mit that repentance is neceflary, and that 

you are undpne without it. ^And now 

let me diljplay to you the folly of your 

condudl. Should you die this night, 

what would become of you ? and what aC- 
furance have you that you lliall be alive 
to-morrow ? Were not Zimri and Cofbi cut 
off in the ad ot fin ? and have not many 
others been carried oflF by a fudden death, 
G 3 with- 
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without leifure afforded them to cry for 
mercy ? Your fin, and confcquently your 
mifery, is prefent and certain : your re- 
pentance only future, and therefore alto- 
gether uncertain j for who knoweth what 

a day may bring forth? ^ — Befides, is 

it not egregious folly to do that delibe- 
rately which needeth repentance ? Would 
he not be juftly accounted mad, who fhould 
drink a deadly poifon, merely to try the 

ftrength of an antidote? ^Though you 

could repent at pleafure, and had a leafe pf 
life to any term of your own choofing, 
which you well know you have not; yet, 
even upon this fuppofition, your conducft 
would be foolifh and irrational But I have 
ibmething to add that is dill more alarm- 
ing. Repentance is the gift of God j it is 
a grace that can only be produced in your 
hearts by that diyine Spirit, whom now 
you grieve ; And is grieving him the way 
to . obtain his affiftance ? muft God wait 
your time, and patiently endure all your af- 
fronts, and then beftow upon you a pure 
favour, to which you can plead no title, 
whenever you fhall deign to a£k it? No, 

finners. 
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£nners« ^There are fuch awfiil words 

in your Bibks as thefe-. ** My Spirit Ihall 
^' not always ftrive with mani^' and, "^^ Bc- 
^* caufe when I. called, ye refufed^ when I 
•* ftretehed out nty hand, ye did not regard 
"^^ nic; therefore will 1 kngh at your cJa- 
•• lamity, and m6ck when your fear co- 
^* meth." Go, think upon thefe, and get 
you to your knees, and beg of God, for 
Ghrift's faJ^e, that he may pardon what is 
paft, and reftrain you from fuch prefump- 
tuous fins for the future. This brings me 
to the 

Last thing I prapdfed:; which was, to 
<iire<£l you how to put up this prayer to 
God, Keep back thy fcrvant from preftimpttious 
fins. 

In tfee \Jl place. You mufl: do it fincerely, 
with an 'unfeigned and eameft defire, that 
God may hear and grant your requeft 
We are very apt to impofe upon ourfelves 
in this matter. Confcience being galled 
and irritated by prefumptuous fins, may 
grow io turbulent and clamorous, that 
fomething mud be done to dill aud pacify 

04^ it 
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it. By thi« means, we may be forced intQ 
the clofet, and obliged to ufe the words of 
my text ; nay^ to apply them to thofe par- 
tif:ylar fins for which confcience upbraideth 
xis. But, alas ! our prayers are oft-times 
falfe and hypocritical ; we hate not the fin, 
but the remorfe that follows it; and we wifli 
not fo much to be delivered from the fin, 
as f^rom the fierce challenges of the awful 
reprover within u§. — — H^ve you not dis- 
covered fomething of this hypocrify in the 
time of praying? Have yqu npt felt a fe- 
cret love to the fin you prpfefTed to re- 
nounce ; nay, lome degrees of fear left God 
ihould take you at your word, and render 
that fin bitter and unpleafant to ypu ? Need 
•J tell you,.th^t fxich prayers are an abomi- 
nation to the Lord, and inftead of dimi- 
nifhing, aggravate your guilt ? Xflr pray, 
is not to oflfer up words, but d^iires, to 
God: I therefore faid, that in ufing this 
petition,' ypu myft do i% with a finceye 
and earneft defire, that Gpd may hear 
and grant your requeft. It was fpr this 
purpofe I fet before you the heinous na- 
ture aiid fatal, effe^s of prefumptuous fins, 

that 
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that you might view, them as deadly foes, 
and long to be refcued from their tyramiy > 
for till your hearts are brought to this, 
in vain do you utter the words of David; 
your . prayers are hollow and infincere, 
.whatever drefs you put them into; ^xid 
are themfelves more prefumptuous thanWny 
of thofe fins againft which you preteiid to 
ufe them. 

2dfyj We muft p]it up this requejft, from 
a humble fei^e of our own weaknefs, with 
a lively hope of the mercy of God, and a 
ftedfaft reliance upon the efficacy of his 
grace. Thefe qualifications are abfolutely 
neceflTary: for till we feel our inability to 
overcome our impetuous and headft;rong 
pafiions, we fliall not be very importunate 
with God to reftrain them; and we fhall 
foon grow weary in our addreiles to him 
for aid, if we either call in queftion his 
good-will to beftow it, or doubt of its 
fufficiency to anfwer our neceflities. Wc 
muft: ijeither pray proudly nor defpairing:^ 
ly; we affront God equally both ways. 
If we go to him merely in a complimental 
way, as if we did him honour by aflsiin^ 

M fome 
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{bme iiend<^r iififtdhce only to render the 
fconquefl. more 6afy ; this tiiiy provoke 
him to leave U8 in the hands of our ene- 
mies, till, by foine fatal overthrow, we are 
bf ought to a thorough coAvidion of our ifti- 
potence ; for " he refifteth the proud, and 
" giveth grace only to the humble: the 
" hungry gre filled with good things, but 
^* the rich are fent empty away/' 

On th6 other hand, ihould we either 
queftioh his willingnefs or ability to help 
us, would not this be to caft upon him 
vile difliohour, after all the illuftrious proofs 
he hath given us, both of his love and &• 
virig powef" ? *^ He that fjj^red not his own 
** Son, but delivered him up for us all; 
*• how £hali he not with him alfb freely givfe, 
** us all things ?" 

Let lis therefore, under a deep fenfe of 
our depravity and weclknefs, humbly afitd 
importunately cry to God, that he fiftay 
deliver us from the oppreffion iE>f our ty* 
rannical lufts; and thefe cries of the c^ 
ipreffed fhall " enter into the. ears of the 

" Lord of Sabaoth." At the fame time, 

lia us harbour no diflionourable fufpicions 

cither 
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either of hia mercy, or of 1m pbWfet r^iJisa- 
« We h&ve a great High^^iieft, whfa l« paf- 
« fed ititd thfe heiVfettS, Jeftis tht Stfft df 
" God, who Mow apffekrs iti ^e ipfefettce 
** bf God for us. Having therefore bbld- 
^* nefs to enter into the holieft by the blood 
**^ of Jefus, by a new' aiid living Way, Which 
*^ he hath confecriited for us thit)ugh the 
^ vail, that is to fay, his flefh ; and faavii^ 
•* a High-prifeft who is toiiched With die feel- 
** irig of our infirmities, and wis in dl 
*• points tempted like as we are ; let lis conle 
^* boldly to the throne of grace, that We 
** may obtain mercy, iand find grace td help 
" in time of nieed/* 

If we thus a£k, we fhall certainly receive : 
The great Captain of our falvation, whofc 
grace is fufficient for all his people, Will 
not only keep us back from prefumptilous 
fins, but in due time he will brtiife Scitatx 
underneath our feet, and " grajit unto us 
*^ to fit with him in his throne, even is he 
** alfo overcame, and is fet dowii wiA the 

^* Father in his throne.*' l,et me only 

add, in the 

Tbir^ and Iq/l place, That pur prayers to 

God 
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God for reftraining grace, muft be accora- 
panied rwith our. own mod vigorous eflForts 
to refift all temptations to prefumptuous fins, 
otherwife they fhall not be accepted. 

God will fo do his work j as that we fliall 
do ours- likewife ; for " God's working in 
*• us to will and do/* inftead of fuperfe- 
•ding the neceffity of our own endeavours, 
is urged in fcripture as a motive and en- 
couragement, to make us " work out our 
** own falvation with fear and trembling." 
Prayer is not only an acknowledgement of 
our dependence upon God for the things 
. we afk, but it likewife imports a refblution 
on our part, to ufe all proper means for ob- 
taining them y and the vigour of our en- 
deavours is the beft proof of our fincerity. 
Should a perfon who is juft now praying, 
** Lead me not into temptation,'* rife im- 
mediately from his knees, and go forth to 
invite, or even to meet a temptation, who 
could believe that fuch a man was in ear- 
neft ? Let us be doing, and then we may, 
with greater confidence, both alk the di- 
vine aid, and hope to obtain it. If, in a 
humble depeodence upon Goc|, we faith- 
fully 
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fully employ the ftrength wc have, more 
fhall be added to us as our neceflities ' re- 
quire : ^^ For to him that hath fhall be gi- 
«« ven> They that wait upon the Lord 

" fliall renew their ftrength, they fliall 
" mount up with wings as eagles, they Ihall 
" run and not be weary, they fhall walk 
" and not faint.— Wait therefore on the 
" Lord : be of good courage, and he fhall 
" ftren'gthen thine heart :- wait, I fay, on .the 
" Lord.'* Amen. 
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1 Timothy iii, 5. 

Hoifipg Q farm tf GodUntfs.^ btft denying the 
power tberecf, 

" ^^ H E facrifice of the wicked is att 
« X abomination to the Lord; but the 
" prayer of the upright is his delight/' It 
is the heart of the worlhipper which God 
principally regards ; if that be wr6ng^ ex- 
ternal homage is only " vain oblation,*^ 
which can never afcend to his throne with 
acceptance. Happy were it for us, had we 
a juft impreflion of this interefting truth ; 
but many, alas ! are too apt to Impofe up- 
on themfelves. Inftead of afpiring to that * 
inward purity which is neceflary to qua- 
lify tiiem for communion with God, they 
feem to have no higher aim, than to lull 
confcience afleep by the practice of fome 

cheap 
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cheap md commo^ duties, left l^ gaUing 
reproofs ihould alarni their feara, and. aor 
ticipate the I^prrors <ff approachipij j«dgc- 
xnent* Thus they dr^am of fafety, wi^QO 
deftri^^tion is fall apmiQg upon iheia;. 
and, wijh " untempeyed mortar," r^ar up 
for th^mielves *' a refuge of lies./' "which, 
ere long, {hall he tui^hled down, and faury 

them in its ruins. For awakening fiich 

perfond frojja their ^tal ifecurity, JE have 
Qhpfen this paflage of Holy .Scripture, 
wfeerein the Apoftle gives ua a psart of the 
char^^er of deceiving hypocrites, or ra- 
ther, indeed, a comprehenfive defcriptioni 
of them in few ^wprds : They bave a form 
of godlinefs^ but 4^ny the po'^r thereof 
Their reUgion is ^, m^re c^caft, a body 
Mrithovit the ^oul, a hfelefs pi<9;ure or hwagc 
of godlinefs : they ^flunae the garb ^i»d air 
of faQdity, but are ftraBgers, nay, enejnies, 
to the thing itfelfT— T— T^at th© fpJ^owi^g 
difcourfb may be " profitable for dp^riftc, 
" for reproof, for cprredlipn, ^nd for in- 
" ftrudlipn in righ^epufnefs," I ftiajl, in 
the 
JFV;r^, place, Endeavour to open the natvre 

o£ 
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of true godBnefsj and X6 fhow wtiereii^ thd 
life zxidpotver of it cionfift. 

Secondly^ I ihall enquire^* whence it is, that 
any who deny the power of godlinefs ihould 
fubmit to the drudgery of pradlifing the 
forms of it ? — and then point out the inft- 
provement which both faints and > fiflnera 
ought to make of this fubjedt. 

Godliness, in general, is the fubje<5li6ii' 
or devotednefs of the foul to God hiinfelfc 
It is the practical acknowledgement of his 
imlimited fo^ereignty, and the unreferved 
dedication of th> whole man to his fetvice; 
or, to fpeak in the emphatical language of 
this Apoftle, it is " Chrift formed'* in the 
hearty by the powerful energy of the Holy 
Spirit : in coniequence whereof, the perfoil 
becomes " a new creature/* both with re-^ 
gard td his. temper and pradlice ; " he par-» 
*• takes of the divine nature j'* and " thofe 
" members* ■ which were formerly the " fer-« 
" vatits of fin,** ar^ now employed as " in- 
" ilruments of rightepufnefs unto Qod/* 

It is not a cold aflent to the truths of re- 
ligion ; it is not a natural foftneft and bene- 
volence 
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volence of temper ; it is not the abftdiniiig 
from grofs fins, or the giving to God a cpr- 
ner of our hearts, and fome vacant portions 
of our time^ w^hile the bulk of both is alie- 
nated from him, — that will intitle us to the 

cbarader of godly men. As he only is, 

God, who is univeffal Lofd, fupreme in 
wifdom, in power, and in goodnefs; £b 
that (?J!7/p is godlinefs which ireveres and ho- 
nours God^ in a way fuited to that high 
and incommunicable character. — Genuine 
piety expf effeth itfelf thus : " Whom have I 
** in heaven but thee, O Lord ? there is 
** nofefe upon earth that I defire befides thee." 
We are not g^dly^ whatever we profefs or 
ieem$ if, ioi our mod deliberate and affec- 
tidnace choice, we do not prefer the one true 
God^ and the enjoyment of his favour, to 
ail that can be found throughout the wide 
Extent of his works ; if we make not his will 
the meafure of o^rSj his law tlie Sovereign 
guide of our cqndudl, and his glory the ulti- 
mate end of our obedience. But more par^ 
ticularly, in the 

- Firji place, Godllnefs includes a fupreme 
love to God himfelfi and a coijftant prevail- 
' Vol. I. H ing 
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ing defire to pleafe him, mixed with a holy 
reterential awe, or fear of offending him, I 
have joined thefe together, becaufe they ap- 
pear to be of equal neceflity and ufe, to con- 
ftitute that frame and temper of mind 
wherein the eflence of jnety or true godlinefs 

doth confifi. Fear is neceffary to keep 

God in our eye : it is the office of love to 

enthrone him in our heart. Fear cau- 

tioufly avoids whatever may offend : love 

yields a prompt and liberal iervice, Fear 

regards God as a witnefs and judge : love 
Cleaves to him as a friend, nay a father. — 
Fear maketh us watchful and circumfpedt : 

love renders us active and refolute. ^^Iri 

Ihort, they go hand in hand, and mutually 
affift each other : Love keeps fear from be- 
ing fervile and diftruftftil ; and fear keeps 
love from being forward and fecure : and 
both fpring frond one root, namely. Faith in 
God, as a being pofTejQTed of infinite perfec- 
tion, and related to us as our Creator and 
Governor, our Redeemer, and our Judge, 

This diftinguilheth true godlinefs from 
every counterfeit, or falfe appearance of it. 
*— — The feeming rcligioufnefs of th^ for^ 

maiyiy 
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fnalijl^ is either affumed to impofe upon the 
world, without any regard to God at all, 
br elfe it flows entirely from a tormenting 
fear of future wrath : in his heart there is 
an averfioh from God and his.fervice, at 
the very time he is profeffing tp honour 
him with his body ; reludlant, and hefi- 
tating at every ftepj he proceeds no farther 
in the road of duty, than he thinks may 
iuffice to efcape damnation 2 he doth more 
than he would do, were he not forced by 
neceffity ; and if left to his own choice, he 
Would rather live at large like the bfeafts 
that perifli^ and render ho homage to God 
.at all. 

Secondly^ Th^ power of godlinefs confifts 
in the conqueft of our corrupt and rebel- 
lious paflions. Thefe indeed ftill live and 
fight within us ; and will continue to do 
fo, in one degree or other, till death pull 
down thefe earthly tabernacles : but if we 
are truly fandified, their ftrength fhall 
gradually languifh and decay: vidlory is 
fown in that new nature we have got ; for 
" whatfoever is born of God overcometh 
** the world ;■■■ Jefus our Lord Ihall ere 
H 2 ^' long 
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^ I0115 deliver us from the body of this 
*^ deaths and the God of peace fhall in due 
** time bruifo Satan underneath our feet.*^ 

^ —Whereas tl]^ formalift is altogether 

carnal ; corruption prevails againft reafbnt 
and con^ence; the flddi gives lawj and 
every faculty of the mind^ every n^^mber 
of the body, is a willing Have to its ufurp- 

ed authority.- Perhaps he has cunning 

enough " to wafli the otitfide ;^ to refhdbei 
from thofe fins which would ftain his re* 
putation, and render him contemptible in 
the opinion of the world 1 But all the while 
he feels no hatred of fin in his heart; his 
conformity to the law doth not flow from 
an inward principle of hoHneis, but is 
purely an artificial thing, cdculated to* 
pleafe others; and he cares for no more of 
it than is abfolutely neceflary for attaining 
that end* 

'Tbtrdlyy The power of godlinefs ennoble* 
the foul with a holy indiflTerence to all 
earthly things. The godly man is one 
whofe treafure is in heaven : he hath feen 
through the deceit and vanity of this' 
world, and therefore efteems it but drols* 

and 
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and dung in comparifon of God, and 
things eternal: he is haftening to the pro- 
mifed land of reft, and will not eagerly 
contend for an inheritance in this wilder^ 
nefs, nor be greatly deje(fted when it is ei- 
ther* with-held or taken from him. Faith 
hath fo far annihilated this world, that it is 
become as nothing in his eye, and hath no 
bribe to offer, that is fufficient to feducc 
him from the (ervice of his God, or the 
care of his precious and immortal fouU 
This holy indifference to earthly things, 
this divine elevation of fentiment and af- 
feftion, is an eminent part of the godly 
man's charadler, and one of the moft ftri-^ 
king effeds of the power of religion in his 

heart. ^The formaliji may, no doubt, 

put on the appearance of this , he, too, 
tnay talk of his contempt of the world: 
but when a trying time comes, his hypo- 
crify and earthly-mindednefs will foon diC- 
'cover themfelves; " Demas hath forfaken 
^ me, ({aid Paul), having loved this pre- 
" fent world." Afflidlion, and efpecially 
perfecution for the fake of Chrift, makes a 
wide and vifible diftindion l?etwixt the 

H 3 truth 
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truth of grace, and all the counterfeits of 
it* This is a teft which the formalift can- 
not {land: the predominant intereft mufl 
then appear, and can no longer be conceal-? 
ed. In that day, all mere fpeculationg 
about religion yanifh; nor can any thing 
fupport the fufferer but what he firmly be- 
lieves and feels in his heart. The unfound 
profeflbr may look big fpr a while, and 
part with many leffer things: but when 
matters are brought to this crifis, " Sell all 
" that thou haft, and take up the crofs ;" 
renounce every prefent fenfible enjoyment 
for the fake of diftant invifible bleffings ; 
then he muft throw afide the maik, and 
confefs that the world is fupreme in his 
heart, and that heaven was never valued 
by him but as a fecondary good, which he 
wiflied to have in reverfion, when he could 
keep his hold of this earth no longer. 

Fourthly^ The foul that is under the 
power of godlinefs hath a vehement thirft 
after the enjqyment of God himfelf. It is 
pod in Chrift whom the godly man fepk- 
pth in the ordinances of religion ; either to 
l^npw more of his will, or to have nearer 

comT 
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communion with him, or to receive from 
him frefh fupplies of grace, for ckanfing 
and quickening and comforting his fouL 
Thefe are to him like the tree into which 
Zaccheus climbed up that he might fee Je- 
fus : and he ufeth them only for that cndi 
Doth he go to the fandluary ? it is, " that 
" he may behold the beauty of the Lord, 
" and inquire in his temple." Doth he ap- 
proach the altar ? it is, that he may meet 
with " God his exceeding joy." " As the 
" hart panteth for the brooks of water, fo 
" pants his thirfty longing foul for Gk)d, 
" even the living God ;" and he always 
prefers " the light of his countenance" to 
the greateft increafe " of corn and of wine," 

or whatever elfe this earth can afford. 

Now the formalift is an utter ftranger to 
thefe exercifes of the heart : he feels no 
anxiety after communion with God: he 
prays, but never troubles himfelf with in- 
quiring if his prayer is accepted : he goes 
to church, not that he may wait upon God, 
or receive fpiritual nourifhment from the 
word preached ; but merely to gratify his 
.curiofity, and to get fome addition to his 

H 4 ftock 
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ftock of notional religion : he grows wcaty 
pf the neceflary bread of life : he loaths that 
dry manna, and reckons every Sabbath and 
fermon loft, in which he is not amufed with 
variety and change. In Ihort, he looks upon 
the duties of religious worfljip merely as ^ 
talk impofed upon him by an arbitrary ma- 
fter, who is too ftrong for him to contend 
with J and therefore he performs them for 
his own iafety, and is always glad when 
they are over, and thinks that God hath nor 
thing more to require at his hand. 

Once more, in xhtjifth place, TTie power 
of godlineft is manifefted by a ftedfaft 
courfe of holy living, by an uniform and 
unreferve4 obedience to all God's com-p 
mandments, I obferved, in the entrance, 
that godlincfs is the fiibjedlion pr devoted-? 
nefs pf the foul to God himfelf : and in 
vain do we pretend to this, if we object 
againft any of his laws ; for the Apoftlc 
James hath alTured U9, ^hat " whofoever 
^' fhall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
" in one point, he is guilty of ^11.'-—" It 
^' is not the calling Chrift Lord, Lord, but 
?' t|ic doing thp things \yhith he fays,*' that 

proyeth 
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proveth us to be Chriftians indeed : ^' Yea, 
*^ in this the children of God are manifeft, 
** and the children of the devil. He that 
*' doeth not righteoufnefs, is not of God," 
The formalift, as I have already admit- 
ted, may go a confiderable length in an 
otitward reformation of manners; he may 
abftain from pollutions of the groflcr kind, 
and even do many things that are material- 
ly good : but ftill he hath his exceptions : 
fome fins are fo dear to him, that he will 
by no means confent to part with them ; 
and fome duties are fo difpleafing to the 
^eih, that he cannot be reconciled to them 
at any rate : he therefore endeavours, either 
xo fuit his opinion to his inclination, by 
perfuading himfelf that they are no duties j 
or, if the evidence of their authority is too 
ftrong to be evaded, he may attempt to do 
fpmething like them in a cold and fupcr- 
ficial manner; but the things themfelves 

he will not do, Whereas the godly man 

" efteems all God's commandments con- 
^* ceming all things to be right, and hates, 
*• with a perfedl hatred, every falfe and 
? wicked way/* This is the habitual Ian- 
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guage of his foul : " O that my ways were 

" diredled to keep thy ftatutes ! Show 

** me thy way, O Lord, teach me thy path, 
** lead me in thy truth, and teach me ; for 
** thou art the God of my falvation ; on thee 

^* do I wait all the day. ^What I know 

** not, teach thou me : If I have done ini- 

" qliity, I will do fo no more. Let the 

« words of my mouth, and the meditations 
** of my heart, be acceptable in thy fight, 
** O Ldrd, my ftrength, and my Redeemer/' 
■ — " His delight is in the law of his God ;*' 
and inftcad of complaining, that the 4^ties 
required of him are many or burthenfome, 
he rather rejoices, that he is furniflied with 
fuch a variety of means and occafions of 
teftifying his gratitude to that amiable Sove- 
reign, to whom he hath devoted himfelf, 
and his all : Love makes the Redeemer's yoke 
to feel eafy, and his burden light ; and no- 
thing grieves him fo much, as that he can- 
not do all that he would, in acknowledge- 
ment of tbofe manifold ineftimable favours 
he hath already received, or hopes to en- 
joy- . 

Such is the godly man ; and after this man- 
ner 
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ner doth godlinefs exert its power ^ " calling 
** down imaginations, and every high thing 
" that ^xalteth itfelf againft the knowledge 
^' of God, and bringing every thought," 
word, and acSlion, into full " captivity to 
" the obedience of Chrift." 

Here then, let me intreat you, in the fe- 
rious review of what hath been delivered 
upon this branch of the fubjeifl, to make a 
fair and impartial trial of yourfelves. God, 
who knoweth all things, is already acquaint- 
ed with you : each of you muft very fqon be 
acquainted with himfelf, and all the world 
(hall know you too: death is at hand to 
open your own eyes, and the laft judgement 
fhall publifli your real charadler, and expofc 
it to the view of angels and men ; £b that, 
jipon all accounts, it is neceflary that you 
be early arid thoroughly affured of your 
condition. If, when weighed in the balance, 
you are found wanting, you fhall have this 
advantage by the difcovery, that it will 
roufe you from that lethargy, out of which 
the unquenchable fire would at length awa- 
ken you ; and powerfully incite you to do 
fpmething for your fafety, ere it be too late : 

« God's 
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^ God's arm is-not ihortened that it cannot 
" fave, neither is his ear heavy that it can- 
*^ not hear." The Lord Jefus is dill as 
" mighty as ever, to fave to the uttermoft 
** all who come unto God by himj" and 
there is nothing that puts you lb far out of 
the road of his mercy, as felf-deceit and 
prefumption do. Let your cafe be ever fo 
bad ; yet, if -you are truly fenfible of it, and 
apply to him for relief, you fhall find him, 
at all times, ready with open arms to receive 
you : nay, he invites you to come to him 
in the mildeft terms of condefcenfion and 
grace ; " Come unto me, all ye that labour 
** and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
** reft.'* So that the moft compaflionate 
and friendly office that a minifter of the goA 
pel can perform, is to call upon finners 
loudly and repeatedly, " to examine and 
" prove their ownfelves,'* that from an a- 
larming fenfe of danger, they may be com-* 
pelled, by a happy neceffity, to flee for refuge 
to that Almighty Saviour, who alone can de^ 
liver them from the wrath to come. This 
indeed is the principal aim of my difcourfe ; 
I have fumiflied you with feveral charaders 

of 
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of true gbdlineis, by the help of which you 
may difcorer whether you are pofTefTed of 
it or not. — ^1 hefe I now leave with you, 
that every man*8 confcience may apply them 
to himfelf in particular, and pronounce fcn- 
tence according to the evidence it may find; 

-^ and fhall proceed to enquire,^ very brief* 

ly, in the 

Second place, Whence it is, that any who 
deny the power of godlinefs, fhould fubmit 
to the drudgery of maintaining the form of 
it? 

With refpedl to many, it may be faid,. 
diat they appear in the form of godlinefs by 
mere accident ; becaufe it happens to be in 
repute among thofe with whom they con- 
verfe. They go to church, purely becaufe 
others do it; they obferve an outward 
decorum of manners, to avoid Angularity, 
and walk the cuflomary round of duties 
from a natural timidity, or perhaps civility, 
of temper, which will not fuffer them to 
do any thing that may be fhocking or c^n- 
five to their friends or neighbours. Of this 
fort, numbers are to be found in every , 

Chriflian 
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Chriftian fociety: they want boldnefs, or 
perhaps invention, to become originals, by 
ftriking out a new path for theinfelves ; and 
therefore they go along with the multitudfe^ 
comply with the prevailing cuftom, and 
have no other rule of life but this fhort 
convenient one, to be always in fafliion, 
and to do what others are doing around 
them. 

Ambition may be corifidered as another 
fource of formality. Men have fagacity 
enough to difcover that reputation is power j 
and that the more a perfon is efteemed, 
the greater authority and influence he will 
have : and therefore, when religion is in 
credit, the greateft enemies to the power of 
godlinefs often betake themfelves to its out-^ 
ward form, which they employ as a ladder 
for helping them to climb into a higher 
place, where, with greater eafe, they may 
poflefs the means of gratifying their pride, 
and lufl of domination. 

It fometimes happens too, that cove* 
toufnefs, or the love of money, hath no 
inconfiderable hand in making men at- 
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fume the form of godlinefs. This was 
the juft reproach of the Pharifees, thofe 
noted, formalifts in the Jewifh church: 
They fafted often, they prayed long, they 
abounded in waihings, and in tnany bo- 
dily auftcrities : but our Saviour hath aC- 
fured us, that they did all " to be feen 
" of men.'' They were mere pretenders 
to devotion ; they lived by that crafty ^nd 
ufed the forms of religion merely as an 
engine for drawing the eftates of widows 
and orphans into their own hands, that, 
under the truft of managing them for 
their behoof, they might the more fecurely 
and fuccefsfuUy enrich themfelves at their 
coft. 

The two laft are deifigning formalifts, 
who know, or at leaft who may know, 
that they are hypocrites ; flxangers, nay, e- 
nemies to the power of that godlinefs which 
they outwardly profefs to efteem and ho- 
nour. 

But there are others who pradife the 
forms of religion to quiet and pacify a na- 
tural confcience j and do fo many things, 
that, in appearance at leaft, they are not 

far 
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far from the kingdom of God: but ftill they 
refift the Spirit of grace, and will not fub- 
mit to the power of godlinefs. Reafoo 
teacheth them, that as their being .Xs derir 
ved from God, fo their well-being muft 
wholly depend upon his favour; and re- 
velation proclaims, in the ftrongeft terms^ 
that without boUnefs no man Jhall fee God^ 
Hence they iee, that a grofsly wicked and 
J)rofligate courfe of lifc^ would at once cut 
them off from all hope of happinefs ; and 
as they cannot bear the thought* of being 
eternally miferable, therefore fbmething 
muft be done, in the mean time, to keep the 
garrifon in peace. Were they prefently to 
conclude themfelves in a ftate of cdndem* 
nation, their fenfual enjoyments would im*- 
mediately lofe their relifh, and the profped 
of future approaching vengeance woula 
embitter and poifon every comfort they . 
poffefs. To remedy this, they advance 
a few fteps in the ways of godlinefs, and 
frame a religion for themfelves, compofed 
of as much truth and duty as may con- 
iift with their worldly profperity and pl^a- 
fures ; which, while it leaves them fuffi- 

cient 
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cnt room to profecute their carnal aims, 
doth at the fame time ferve fofafheath to 
confcience, to keep it from wounding them 
when they are bulled in the brutiih fervice 
of their lufts. Prefeht eafe is what they 
chiefly covet ; and they choofe no more of 
religion than ferves that purpofe. 

Thus have I endeavoured to fhow, whence 
it is, that men who deny the power of god- 
linefs fubmit to the drudgery of maintain- 
ing the form thereof Some do it to im- 
pofe upon the world, that they may gratify 
their ambitious or covetous defires ; and o- 
thers do it to impofe upon themfelves, that 
they may not be " tormented before the 
" time." 

And now, let me addrefs my difcourfe 
to thofe who, from what they have heard, 
are in fome meafure convinced' that they; 
arc the perfons defcribed in this paiFage. 
— " How long, O ye fbris of men, will 

" ye love vanity ? —How long will ye 

** fpend your money for that which is not 
** bread, and your labour for that which 
" cannot profit you ?" Ho^ long will you 
court the deceiving fhadow of godlinefs. 

Vol. I. I and 
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and ffy from the fubftance, whicli \^o\ild 
certainly enrich and fave you ? The prodi- 
gal's punifiiment is your choice; you feed 
upon hufks, when there is bread enough in 
your Father's houfe, and to fpare : you take 
all the trouble of appearing religious, and 
tafte none of the comforts that religion af- 
fords ; you endure all the fatigue of ading 
a conftrained artificial part before men, 
when, by yielding to the power of godli- 
nefs, you might, with leifs labour, and infi- 
nite delight, become the very perfons you 
feign yourfelves to be. When you reje(5l 
the trutH and reality of ^odlihefs^ how can 
you painfully adhere to the forfn of it ? Of, 
when you go the length of being very punc- 
tual in the externals of religiori, why do you 
not go a little farther, and ftudy to be really 
and inwardly what you outwardly profefs, 
arid would feem to be ? 

is it the praife of men that you covet? 
This at beft is but an eippty fading thing ; 
neither can you be fure of attaining it. At 
any rate, the foundation of it l!hall be taken 
away at the final judgement, when every diC- 
guife (hall be ftripped off, and the hidden 

works 
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works of darknefs fball be brought to light. 
Nay, God may detedl: your btafe hypocrify 
even before you leave this world ; fo that, as 
it is written, Job xxvii, 23. " Men fhall clap 
^' their hands at you, and hifs you out of 

" your place." Is it riches you feek by 

your feeming religioufnefs ? In this likcwife 
you may be difappoinced, according to that 
other threatening denounced againft the hy- 
pocrite, "Job xxvii. 16. " Though he heap 
" up filver as the dujl, and prepare raiment 
^ as the clay ; he may prepare it, but tfee 
" juft fhall put it on, and the inaocent ftiall 
^ divide the filver." Befides, " Riches pro- 
" fit not in the day of God's wrath :" And, 
after all, " What is the hope of the hypor 
" crite though he hath gained, when the 
^ Lord taketh away his foul ?" — ^** Can the 
" Tufli grow up without mire ? can the flag 
^ grow without water ? While it is y^t i^ 
** its greennels, and not cut dowu, it wither- 
•* eth before any other herb. So are the 
." paths of all that forget God, and the hy- 
" pocrite's hope fhall perifh: whofe hoi^ 
" fhall be cut off, and whofe trufk fhall be 
*• a fpider's web. He fhall lean upon his 
I 2 " houfe, 
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^* houfe, but It fhall not fland ; he fhall 
" hold it faft, but it ftiall not endure :" And, 
Oh! how vain is that hope, which fhall 
" perifh" at the very time when enjoyment 
is expedled !- — Be awakened then, ye felf-de- 
ceivers, and know that your formality, like 
the harlot's paint, is only a falfe and bor- 
rowed beauty, which fhall melt away when 
you draw near the fire : and however you 
may now hope, while under the threaten- 
ings of God, be affured that you fhall not 
be able to hope when under the execution of 
them ; defpair fhall then become efTential to 

your mifery. My brethren, a dream fb 

tranfient, fo momentary, is not worth the 
having : for the Lord's fake, then, awake in 
time, repent unfeigncdly of your paft hypo- 
crify, and " give no fleep to your eyes, nor 
" flumber to your eye-lids," till your fouls 
be acquainted with the power of godlinefs, 
that you may have fomething better to lean 
upon than delufive forms, when all earthly 
props fhall flide from beneath you : " O feek 
** the Lord while he is yet to be found, and 
** call upon him while he is near." 

But there are finners of another kind, to 

whom 
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whom this fubjecfl leads me to fpeak ; thofe, 
I mean, who have not fo much as th^form 

of godlinefs. You, I doubt not, have got 

a great deal to fay againft hypocrites ; per- 
haps too you are very well pleafed that fo 
much has been faid to expofe them in the 
courfe of this fermon ; and now ydu exult 
in the thought, that fuch a hateful deno? 
minatioii cannot be applied to you ; if you 
are not godly, yet furely you are honeft; 
for you do not pretend to be godly> 
We fhall, by and by, examine your boafted 
honefty ; in the mean time, it deferves your 
ierious confideration, that, by your own 
confeffion, you are in great meafure ufelefs 
in the world j as you contribute nothing 
either to the glory of God, or to the fpiritual 
improvement of your brethren around you. 
— Now, here the formaUft hath plaioly the 
advantage of you : for though .he negledls 
and deftroys his own foul, yet, by his fair 
outfide, and perhaps by the cxercife of hi^ 
gifts, he may recommend religion to th? 
efleem and choice of others j like the figu- 
poft, which, though it hath its ftatipn with- 
out, doth neverthelefs mark the door to 
I 3 ftrangers, 



ij4 S E R'M O N rv. 

ftrangers, and invite them into the houfc : 
^hereks you neither enter in yourfelves, nor 
give any afliftance to others ; but, on the 
contrary, do much to difcourage and hin- 

derthem. But honefty, you fay, is the 

qualification you chiefly value, and you are 
•confident that your claim to that is un- 

qtieftionable. Not fo unqueftionable ai 

you imagine. As you do not profefe 

Atheifm, you muft be underftood to ac- 
Itnowledge the being of a God ; and as you 
have not publicly renounced your baptifin, 
you certainly mean to pafs for Chriftians. 
None of you, I fuppofe, are willing to be 
reputed the enemies of God and of Chrift^ 
on the contrary, would you not exclaim 
again*ft that man as a cenforious malevolent 
hypocrite, i?vrho ftiould venture to hint the 
femoVeft faf{)icix)n of this kind ? — And now 
therein doth your honefty lie ? You would 
be thought to love God, yet you live in opea 
contempt of his authority, while you with»- 
iiold that worlliip and homage which are 

(lue to hrm : Is this honefty ? You call 

yourfelves Chriftians, yet you pradlicaliy re^ 
jedl the inftitutions of Chrift, and call hii? 

moft 
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moft facred commandijaents behind your 
back: Is that to be honeft, to profefs one 
thing, and to do the contrary ?— rThis, I ap- 
prehend, is the very eflence of hypocrify : fb 
that if you hate liyppcrites, you are bouqd in 
juftice to hate ypurfelves ; for even you are 
hypocrites no^efs than the formalift, though 
you are not commonly branded with that 
opprobrious title. The difference betwixt 
you lies chieifly in this: T^h^ formalt/l is ^ 
fort of bafliful hypocrite, who, becaufe hp 
caiinpt deny the debt, majces a fliew of pay- 
ing part, apid would be thought to pay the 
whole: whereas the profane finner^ who rc- 
t^ns the appellation of Cbriji'tan^ though he 
pays no part of what he acknowledgeth tp 
be due, would neverthelefs be reputed an 
honeft man ; and therefore he too is a hypo- 
crite as well as the other, with as little fenle, 
and with much lefs modefty. 

I SHALL conclude tl^is difcourfc with a few 
^dviqes, for the help of thofe who are aim^- 
ing at vtz{gqdlinejs^ and would not be de- 
ceived with names and counterfeits. 

Let your religion, then, my dear friends, 
I 4 be " 
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be principally feated in the heart ; and ne- 
ver reckon that you are pofTefled of it, fo 
long as it lodges merely in the underftand- 
ing. Knowledge and faith are in order to 
practice ; and we neither know nor believe 
to any good purpofe, nnlefs our knowledge 
and faith influence pur pradlice, and make 

us truly better men. Be fure to live 

upon the great fundamentals of religion', and 
let .not your attention to.thefe be diverted 
by an intemperate zeal about leflfer things. 
Pkce not your religion in difputable points 
and ineffedlual opinions, but in thofe weigh- 
tier matters of the law and gofpel, which 
are of undoubted importance, and in which 
holy ^ men, among all' the different denomi- 
nations of Chriftians, are better agreed than 

is commpnly apprehended. Choofb God 

for your portion and felicity; beware of 
thinking, that any thing befides himfelf is 
necelTary to make yon happy ; and live 
daily upon Ctrift Jefus, as the only Media- 
tor by whom you can either have accefs to 

God, or acceptance with him. Indulge 

no fin ; plead for no infirmity ; but make it 
tlje daily bifcnefs of your lives, to " mor- 
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" tify the deeds of the body," and " to 
*' crucify the flefh with its afFedtions and 
" luits." — Walk continually as in the fight 
of a holy, juft, and heart- fearching God; 
and ftudy to be the fame in fecret that you 

wiih to appear in public. Reft not in a 

low degree of holinefs, but love, and long^ 

and ftrive for the higheft, And for thefe 

purpofes, pray without ceafing for thofe pro- 
mifed influences of divine grace, which a- 
lone can heal your difeafed natures, and car- 
ry you forward from one decree of holinefs 
to another, till, being ripened for glory, an 
entrance (hall in due time be miniftered un- 
to you abundantly into the everlafting king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Ghrift. 
To whom, with the Fathef, and the Holy- 
Spirit, be glory and honour, dominion and 
jhankfgiying, for ever *nd ever. Amen. 
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Isaiah liii. 3. 

^ 4s defpifed and reJeSledof meni'-^ilc was 
dej^ifedy and we efteemed him nol. 

TIAT the -w^hdk of this chapter xelates 
•to fhe Meffiah, is lb univerfally s^c- 
ffenoY^^ledged, that ^J used nqt fppnd aay^af 
-your time in proving it : and^ whofoeser 
^fh ri^ad i!he 'hiftory of our Saviour's life 
•=w4th a jwoper degree *df attention, cannot 
tjfeii to ^have reiharfeed the exadl accomplifh- 
•ment of that part of the prophecy which 
I have cholen for *the fubjedl of the fol- 
lowing difcourfe. ^^ Chrift came unto 

*^ his own, but his own received him 
" not.*' The learned, the rich, and the 
mighty among the Jews, were almoft uni- . 
verfally combined againft him; the moft 
oppofite parties, the Pharifees and the Sad^ 
ducees, united their endeavours to difcre- 

dit 
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dit his do(3i*iae and miflion: he was ccm-? 
demned by the lupreme council of the na-t 
tion , as an impoflor and blafphemer ; nay^ 
the whole body of the people difowncd him 
in the moil public and contemptuaua man^ 
ner before Pontius Pilate the Roman gover-. 
nor, crying out as with one voice, " Away 
** with him, away with him ! crucify him^ 
" crucify him !" Thus was he defpifed and 
reje&ed of men^ in the days of his humilia-* 
tion, to which the prophet more immediate- 
ly refers. 

But as the Jews are not the only people 
chargeable with this crime; as Chrift hath 
been, and ftill is, dejpifcd jand rejeSed by 
many, even by many of thofe who were 
baptized into his church, aaad ard called by 
his name ; we may be allowed to con^der 
the predidion in my text, as reaching be- 
yond the time of our Saviour's abode on 
this earth, and looking forward to all that 
injurious contempt, which, in after igea, 
fhould be call upon the blefled Jelus, by 
pretended friends, as well as by open and 
profefled enemies. 

In this large extent I fhall at prefent take 

the 
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the liberty to difcourfe upon thefe word». 
And my defign iSy-^frft^ To fhow in what 
refpeds it may ftill be faid that men dcfpife 
and rej€£l the Saviour ; and, — fecondlyy To 
inquire whence it is that they do this ? — 
After which, 1 Ihall lay before you the 
heinous nature of their guilt ; and diredl 
you to the proper improvement of the 
whole. 

I BEGIN with fhowing in what refpedls 
it may ftill be faid that Cbriji is defpifed and 
rejeElcd of men. 

True it is, that his glorious perfon is no 
more expofed to the outrage of men. That 
body which was/* fcourged," "buffeted," 
♦* fpit upon,'' and " crucified," is far be- 
yond the reach of any fuch abufive treat- 
ment. He is now exalted to his Father's 
right hand ; where he is adored and wor- 
fhipped with the moft lowly reverence by 
all the heavenly hoft. But yet there are 
fome other, and no lefs criminal, refpecfls, 
in which he is flill defpifed and rejected of 
many. I fpeak not here of thofe bap- 
tized infidels, who openly " deny the Lprd 

« that 
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** that bought them," and traduce the 
whole of his religion as a mere human 
contrivance ; — neither Ihall I take mucli 
notice of thofe who, while they profefs a 
general regard to Chrift, do, at the fame 
time, entertain and publifli opinions evi- 
dently inconfiftent with a real efteem of 
him: though it cannot be wholly over- 
looked, that fuch there are in the Chriftian 
world; — fome denying his divinity, and 
others his fatisfadlion ; — fome difowning 
the neceflity, and others the virtue and 

efficacy of his grace : All which are fo 

many different ways of vilifying the great 
Redeemer, and detradting from his true 

honour and dignity. But, paffing thefe, 

my defign is, to fliow, that even among 
fuch as you, my brethren, who I truft are 
not tainted with thefe dodlrinal errors, it is 
poffible to find fome who ungratefully de^ 
fpife and reje£l the Saviour. May God open 
their hearts to receive conviction, that they 
may no longer delude themfelves with " a 
" name to live," while they are fpiritually 
" dead," and liable to everlafting deftruc- 
Uon. *" 

In 
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In general, then, all who are grofsly ig- 
norant of the religToii of Jefus, muft n«- 
cifiatily be reputed defpifers of him : for 
as the means of acquiring knowledge are 
fo eafy, and the opportunities of receiving 
inftrndHon fo frequent, it muft he owing to 
fbme culpable negl^dt of their own, if any 
who are capable of learning other things, 
be unacquainted with the great dodrines 
of Chriilianity ; and this negledl too plainly 
betrays a contemptuonas difregard of Chrift 
hi&ifelf. 

More patticttlarly, men may be faid to 
iej^ife Chrift, when thciy do not receive hitti 
as their alone Saviour, as *he true, the li- 
ving, nay, the only way .to the Fathen— 
He is fcft forth in Scripture as the fole me- 
diator between Ged and man ; who, by 
his atoning facrifice, hath fatisfied divine 
juftice, and purchafed the Holy Spirit tso 
heal qtrt" difeafed natures, and thereby ren- 
der us meet for the perfeiftion of our happi- 
nefs, in ^ the enjoyment of that God who 
cannot behold iniquity : fo that we do not 
properly exprefe our efteem of him, unlefs 
we 'acknowledge him in that important 

charader, 
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charadler, and pay to hittl th6fe pradllcal 
regards which ir claims^ ""^^ "T d hdnout* 
him is, to acquiefce, thaftkftiUy, in this or- 
dinance of God for redeeming his faHeA 
creatures '; it is, to renounce all hope of 
being juftified or faved by any other mcarts, 
and to rely wholly upon the factifice attd 
intefcelfion of this High Priell, for the par- 
don of our fins, and the acceptaAde 6{ our 
perfons with. Godj it is, to app^y that 
blood to ourfelves which ** cleanfeth from 
" all fin,** d.nd to receive his Spirit to dwell 
within us, and to fway the fcdptre over all 
the powers and faculties of cntr foiife.-t-AA-t 
A lawyer is honoulred when men eirtploy 
him, and cotiimit their caufe to his ma- 
nagement; a phyfician is honoured whfeti 
then Apply to him for advice, and uft his 
pffefcrlptions for their cntfe:-^In like man- 
tter, the gi*eat Advocate with the Father, and 
the foveteign Phyfician of fouls, is honour- 
fed, not when men tstlk well df him, and 
Verbally profeft aft efteeta of hhn, but when 
they aftualiy commit th^ caufe to him, 
and place their entire deptndence tt^on him 
for pardon and grafee, and complete fdva- 

tionj 
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tion ; and they that come fhort of this, arc 
in reality no other than defpifers of Chrift ; 
and, as fuch, {hall be difowned by him at 
his fecond coming. 

Again, Chrift is defpifed and rejected of 
mefty when they pradlically deny his autho- 
rity, by breaking his commandments. We 
are exprefsly told, " that all power is com- 
*' mitted to him in heaven and on earth; 
" —for God hath put all things under his 
•' feet, and given him to be head over all 
** things for the church.'* Now, to ho- 
nour him in this charadler, is to yield a 
cheerful and unreferved obedience to l^is 
laws; it is to acknowledge his fovereignjiy 
over us, and his property in us, not only 
as our Creator, but likewife a? our Re- 
deemer, who hath bought us with his blood ; 
and in confequence thereof, to glorify him. 
both with our bodies and our fpirits, which 
are his. Therefore, all they who make 
their own will the rule of their condudl, 
who do not refign themfelves entirely to 
the difpofal and government of this King of 
Zion, whatever their profeflion be, t^ey 
certainly defpife and reject himj and though 

not 
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ilot in words perl^aps, yet by their deeds 
they fay with the rebellioiis Jews, tVd loUl 
not have thh man to reign ovei^ Us. " Why 
" call ye liie Lord, Lord," faid oiir SavioTir,^ 
*^ and do not the things which I fay ?'* plain- 
ly intimating, that all crutward expreflidns of 
efteem, are mere hypocrify and bmpty gri- 
mice, without a fincere and Unlimited fub- 
jfcdlion to hrs law^. ' 

Further^ men defpife Chrift, when they 
do not give him the chief room in their 
hearts, nor prefer him in their choice to 
every thing elfe. The language of a tfue 
difciple is, " Whom have I in heaven but 
** thee? and there i^. none upon tarth 
^ whom I defire befides thee." If Chrift 
be not efteemed and loved above every 
thing, he is not truly efteemed or loved at 
all : and this I take to be the meaning of 
thef^ ftrong expreflions, Luke xiv. 26. " If 
^ any man come to me; and hate nft his 
^^ father and mother, and wife and chil- 
** dren, and brethren and fifters, yda, and 
** his own life ^Ifo, he Cannot be my dif^ 
•* ciple" They who are not willing to 
part witTi eafe and pleafures, with riches. 

Vol. L K. and 
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and honours, and friends, with whatever is 
4ear to them in a prefent world, nay, with 
life itfelf, for Chrift's fake, plainly difcover 
that they have na juft fenfe of his worth 
and excellence : They who do not prefer 
him to the whole world, and cannot reft in 
his love as a fufficient portion, without any 
thipg elfe, pretend what they will, they da 
not truly efteem him. And, to conclude: 
this head. 

They too rouft be numbered among the 
dcj^tfcrs of Ghrift, who do not publicly con- 
fefs him before men, or who wilfully ne- 
gledt any of thofe ordinances he hath infti- 
tuted, as the naethods of tfftifying; our fubr 
jeiftion to him, and the means of receiving 
benefits froi» him. I really do not fee how 
any man can he faid to efteem Chrift, who 
doth not embrace every proper opportuni- 
ty of converfing with him, or of heariog; 
tidings concerning hina : and, in . particular, 
the habitual negledl of focia^ worlhip, ei- 
ther in the family or in the church, hath 
inch a ftrong appearance of eftrangement 
and difregard, that it is hard for me to 
conceive, how any perfon can perfift in it. 
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who doth not in his heart defpife the Sa- 
viour. 

Thus have I endeavoured to fliow, in 
what refpedks it may be faid, even at this 
prefent time, that Chrift is dcfpifed and re-' 
jeSed of mem 

■\ 

The caufes of this contempt are the fi^ 
eond thing to be enquired into. And I ap- 
prehend — xht Jirft and main caufe of this 
contempt of Chrift among the hearers of 
the gofpel, is a fecret unbelief which they 
are not aware of. For did they truly be- 
lieve the dodlrine concerning the Saviotir; 
—that he only " is die way, the truth, and 
" die life; and that no man cometh,'' or 
can come, ^ to the Father, but by him j** 
—that he is God's beloved Son, in - whonr 
he is well pleafed; — and that without an in*- 
tereft in him, and entire fubje(Slion to him^ 
they cannot be faved j— it would b^ impof- 
fible to defpife him in any of thefe ways I 
have mentioned : for to them ivbo thus be^ 
Kevej Cbri/l isj and muft be, precious. But 
men deceive themfelves : they have a vague, 
confuied, and indeterminate opinion, and 

K. 2 arc 
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are accuftomed to fay in the general, that 
the Scriptures are the word of Godj butt 
they never faw the evidence of their truth 
in fuch a Hght as^ to be thoroughly per- 
fuaded of it. They think the do€lrine« 
contained in the Chriftian revelation may. be 
true ; but here they flop ; and becaufe they 
are not downright infidels, they fancy them- 
felves believers, when in truth they arc 
not* 

Cidly^ The love of this world is another 
caufe of mens contempt of Chrift, and of 
his gofpcl. They can afford him honour- 
able titles, and external homage ; but tcf 
follow him fully, will not confift with their 
worldly defires and aims. Such was the 
young ruler, who addreffed that imporcanc 
quellionrto our Saviour^ " <Jood Matter, 
" what :-fhall I do to inherit eternal life F*. 
huit xviii» 1 8. He appeared thoughtful-and 
ferious, beyond what might have been ex^ 
j^edled from his age and rank; and haci 
gone an uncommon length,, in an outward 
conformity to the law: but when our Lord 
commanded him " to fell all, and give ta 
^ the poor, he was fad at that faying, and^ 

^ went 
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'^ went away forfowful, becaufe he had 
« large pafleflions.;*. Of this we have a 
ftriking illuftration in the parable of the 
roarriage-liipper, which is recorded in the 
2 2d chapter of Matthew's goipel. The in- 
vitation is very warm and preffing at the 
4th verfe; " Behold, I have prepared my 
" dinner: my oxen and my fadings are 
"killed, and all things are ready: come 
** to the marriage/V But it follows imme- 
dia*:ely, " They made^ight of it, and went, 
" their ways, one to hJs farm, another to 
•* his merchandtfe," This, my brethren, 
ftill continues to be a very common caufe 
of mens defpifing atid rejecting Chriil. 
They fee the world, but they fee not the 
celeftial glory : the one is prefent ; the o- 
ther only future, and therefore too remote 
to work upon tl^eir affedlions. if both 
could be obtained, they would, no doubt, 
be very well fatisfied 5 and if religion and 
their worldly interell take one road, they 
will be ready enough to pay the compliment 
to our Lord, and to fay, that they follow 
him : but when thefe feparate, then their 
j|ontempt difcovers itfclfc tliey cleave to the 
K 3 world, 
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world, and forfake Chrift. — ^^ Dema& hath 
" forfaken, me," faid Paful, " having loved 

" this prefent world." So true is that 

faying of the ApofUe John (i Epijl. ii. 15.), 
" If any man love the, world, the love erf* 
" the Father," and with equal reafon we 
may add, the love of the Redeemer, /' is not 
« in him." 

A third caufe of this contempt is mens 
ignorance of their own condition : like the 
church of the Laodiceans, they ** boaft, that 
♦* they are rich, and increafed with goods^ 
" and (landing in need of nothing j and 
^ know not that they are wretched, and 
** miferable, and poor, and blind, and na- 
" ked." Some have fo high an opinion of 
their own underftanding, that they fee no 
need of a prophet to inftrudl them. Othera^ 
have fuch low thoughts of the evil of fin, 
and fuch a conceit of their own righteoufi- 
nefs and worth, that they fee as little need 
of a prieft to expiate their guilt, and re- 
coaicile them to God. A third fort lay fo 
much ftrefs on their unaffifted powers, and 
the efficacy of their own refblutions and 
endeavours, that a king to fubdue them by 

his 
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his grace and fpirit, apipears altogether fu- 
perfluous. Thus Chrift is defpifed tlwrough 
mens ignorance and pride.: unacquainted 
with their ftate of darkriefs, guilt, and cor- 
ruption, they rejedl him who cometh in the 
name of the Lord to fave them ; — they feej 
not their difeafes, 2Lnd therefore treat the 
phyfician with contempt and fcorn. Once 
more, in the 

4ib place, Not a few pour contempt up* 
on Ghrift, and rejeft his offers from day to 
day, from nil dpinion that they may obtain 
his aid at what time fbever they Ihall choofe 
to afk it. They fay not' indeed with the A- 
theift,-i-i— ." Let us eat and drink, for to- 
** morrow we die:'* neither do they fay 

with the grofs Antinomian, ^Let us fin 

without fear, feeing Chrift hath died for 
us, and is therefore determined to fave ue 
at any rate« But they fay what is equally 
abfurd^ Let us take a full draught of the 
fweet poifon of fin, feeing the remedy is fo 
near at hand, that we may apply it when 
we pleafe. O that this were not too com- 
mon! I am afraid, it 'v^ill appear upon in- 
quiry^ thit there is too, too much of this 
K 4 vile 
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vile prefumptipu in our hearts. But cai| 
^ere be a great^^r difhonour dope to Chrifl ? 
Maft his bloody fuiferings, and unparallel- 
ed love, fupport our rebellion, and embol4- 
xn us to lia ? Can any thing be more cri* 

ijiinal ? rI3ut this I {hall have occafion to 

• ""**■■" ^ ' . ^ . . ■ __ ■ 

:j[peak of immediately ; and fhall only fay, 
at prefent, that thoufands, and ten thour 
fands, have periftied, who once had the re- 
ipedy as nea;; theip as ypu have, and who 
jilfo, perhaps, dreamed of the fame facility 
p applying it. To which I may add, that 
QU^ , of your own mouths you fhall be con- 
demned at laft, and fljall find* nothing to 
pleaii in arrell of judgement, when God fhall 
fj^y %o you. Why did you not repent, and 
believe in . the Saviour, feeing you though}; 
^t fo eafy, that you could do it when yoij 
pleafcd I . ■. . 

Q that ijiei> were wife ! that they undei:;'* 
Jlood tijiefe things, ai:id would confider, in 
this day of their merciful vifitation, the 
things that belong fo their peac^, before 
they be for ever hid from their eyes ! I 
cannot allow myfelf to think, that any of 
you are already acquainted with all the de- 
' formity 
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formity of the fin I have been fpeakmg of; 
and that, after viewing it in its full dimen- 
fions, you are perfedlly reconciled to it, and 
refolved to perfift in<it. I would gladly 
Tiope that this is not the cafe; but ra- 
ther that the great enemy of your happi- 
nefs has hitherto kept you in the .d^rk, 
and in great meafure concealed from you, 
both your guilt and your danger. Perhaps, 
Jo this moment you have never (erioufly 
thought upon your ways, but blindly fol- 
lowed tjie falhion of the world, and fufFer- 
cd yourfelves to be carried along with the 
croud, without any fulpicion, that you arc 
chargeable with crimes of fuch a hellifh na« 
ture, as are included in defpifmg and rejeS^ 
\ng the Saviour. I Ihall therefore proceed!, 
in the 

Tbird pUcQy To give you a fhort reprc- 
fentatipn of fhe malignity of this fin; 
yrhich, if duly attended to, may be of uic 
to diffolye the inchantment, by which the 
god of this world hath fo long blinded your 
eyes, and rendered you infenfible to the mi- 
fery of your condition. 

Confidor, 
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Cdnfider, then, that to dejpife and rejeS 
ftich a Saviour, is the blacked ingratitude 
tliat can poffibly be imagined. It was a 
cutting queflion that Chrift put to the 
Jtws, when they went about to kill him : 
" Many good wolrks have I fhewed you 
*• from my^ Father, for which of thcfe 

** works do ye ftone me ?" ^To render 

CTil for good, hatred for love, is account- 
ed monftrous among men ; and the per- 
fon who behalres in fuch a manner to- 
wards his fellow - creattire, is juftly con- 
demned and abhorred by all : and yet the 
moft heinous and deteftable inftance of 
ingratitude among men is as nothing, 
when compared with your ingratitude to- 
^•rardd God. Did he, without any folici- 
tation from you, and not only without, 
but even contrary to, your defcrt, fend his 
own Son inta the world to fave you ? Did 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, " the brightnefs of 
^^^-rfare Father's glory, and the expreft 
*• image of his perfon," afliime your na- 
ttire; become a man of forrows, and ac- 
quainted with griefs ; lead a poor, afflidl 
cd, perfecuted life ; aftd at laft die a fhame 

fv 
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ful, painful^ d^ acGUtied d^Mhj tcv iatkfy 
offended juftice, and to render yoor hap^ 
pinefs confident with the hoiKmr of the di- 
vine government ?— — -And ia this your r6- 
quital ? > 

I befeech you, niy brethren, to heftdn?t 
fbme attention npon this ; and if youJr 
hearta have any fbfttiefs^ at all, fhch uii'- 
paralleled baferiefs cannot fail to tmke the 
deepeft impreflort upon them* Does- thi« 
aftonifhing vindefenred goodnefai ttierit- «6 
regard? Doth God's unfpeafeabk gift t» 
men deferve no vetMtns of gradfud« and 
praife ? Shali the bloodf of ChriflT be &ed 
ivtr vain, nay, trampled under foot, as^ an 
iinholy thing ? Will you •* crucify th^ Soft 
'* of God arfrefh," and fiiy, by your ft©* 
glcA of his great falvatioa^ " A^ay l*idl 
^ hirn ! away wkh him!'' — — ^" We have 
^ loved ftrangers, and after them vre will 
^ go?'' Surely you cann^, you will not^ 
pretend to ju?ftlfy this condud : there i« 
fomething in it fo difingenuous and pet*- 
verfe, fo Ihocfcing and unaaaturalj that I 
am perfuaded, when you* attend to it, you 
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mud loathe and abhor yourfelvcs on ac- 
count of it. 

But this is not the whole of your guilt : 
Your ingratitude is heightened by the mofl: 
infolent contempt both of the wifdom^ and 
goodnefs of God, . You charge God with 
folly, when you rejedt the terms of the go- 
fpel covenant : for your behaviour plainly 
iinplies one of the following . accufations ; 
cither that this method of falvation is un-r 
neceffary, and that God from all eternity 
hath employed his counfels about a need-? 
lefs aflFair j or elfe that it is ineffecflual, and 
that the perfon whom God hath chofen to 
execute this defign, is not worthy to be de- 
pended, upon ; or that the terms propofed 
are fo rigorous and fevere, that a wiic 
man would rather choofe to perifli than 
fubmit to them. — Thus doft thou arraign 
thy God, O finner ! — And art thou able to 
make good thy charge ? Doft thou hope td 
prevail in the day when God fliall plead 
with thee? 

Nay, further, by defpifing and rejeSiing 
Ghrift, you openly proclaim war againft 
{he Moft High, and bid him defiance. He 

hath 
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hath " iet his King upon his holy hill of 
'^ Zion," and *^ put all things under his 
" feet:'* he hath ordained, by an irrever- 
fible decree^ that " all men fliould honour 
" the Son, even as they honour the Fa- 
" then" he hath publifhed to the world, 
that there is no other name given among 
men, by which they can be faved, but the 
name of Jefus; — that this glorious Media- 
tor is conftituted the final Judge of man- 
kind ; and that they who do not bow to 
the fceptre of his grace, fliall be dafhed in 
pieces with his rod of iron, in that day, 
when he fhall be revealed from heaven, with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, to take 
vengeance upon thofe who knew not God, 
and obeyed not this gofpel which we now 
preach to you : — And yet, in. the face of all 
thefe declarations, you proudly fay, by your 
condudl, " We will not have this man to 
** reign over usj" we neither fear his power, 
nor court his grace, but are determined to 
ftand on our own defence. 

Such, my brethren, i^s the malignity of 
your fin: it includes the blacked ingrati- 
tude, heightened by the moll infolent con- 
tempt, 
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hj the Jews ; and yet you may rt/eff him. 
—Yon may feel fome emotions of gratitude 
and joy, when you hear of the greatnefs of 
his love, and the value of his purchafe, and 

yet perifh for defpifmg him* You may, 

under alarms of confcience, feel ftrong de- 
fires after him to favc you from the wrath 
of God, and, after all, be heart enemies to 
him. — Nay, you may be zealous reprovers 
of others for defpifing Chrift, and paint the 
deformity of this fin in ftronger colours than 
I have been able to do ; — but^ alas ! if you 
have no better evidence for proving your 
cfteem of him, — your prefent truft is no 
better than ** the fpider*s web," and your 
hope, in the time of your greateft need^ 
Ihall be as ** the giving up of the ghoft." In 
jhort, your efteem of Chrift muft be greater 
than your efteem of all the profits^ and plea* 
liures, and honours, of this world ; and yoa 
muft manifeft this efteem, by a cordial ac- 
ceimmce of him, and an entire iiibje^on to 
him ; otherwife you fhall be condemned at 
laft, as peribns whd have defpifcd and rejcQed 
this great Redeemer. 

Thus, my brethren, have I held up the 

glals. 
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giafs, in which, if you are not wilifully blind, 
you may behold your true pifture : — ^and if 
you have attended, and fufFered confcience 
to do its office, fome of you, I am perfuaded, 
jGQuft be convinced, that you are the perfons 
^ho have hitherto dejpifed and ^rejeSltd the 
Saviour ; and therefore it is time for me to 
afk. What is your prefent refolution ? Is this 
a ftate to be continued in ? Would ^ny of you, 
if left to your own choice, be willing to be 
found in this condition at laft ? — Brethren, 
this is a ferious quedion, and ought not to 
be flightly paflfed over 2 The Lord Jefus now 
waiteth upon you for an anfwer ;— but re- 
Ihember, that ere long you muft wait upon 
him for a doom : As therefore you would be 
found of him in peace, come now to a fpeedy 
and firm determination. — You .have defpiied 
him too long already ; O do not add this far- 
Aer inftance of contempt, to hefitate, while 
I now plead with you, whether or no you 
fhould this moment renounce all his compe-^ 
titors, and give him the chief room in your 
heiarts. — May I hope you are refolved ? Hap- 
py you, thrice happy, if you be fo ! Now 
you begin to live, your former unworthy 
Vol. I. L behaviour 
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behaviour IhaU all be forgiven j and that 
compaflionate Redeemer^ who procured fpar 
ring mercy for you even when you defpifed 
hrin, and, by his gracious inrerpofition, hath 
kept you alive till this hour, will not rejedt 
your penitent believing fouls, but will ac- 
cept your efteem and love, though late; and/ 
in return, will beftow upon you all the 
enriching benefits of his purchafe. But if 
.any of yon fhall juftify your former con- 
tempt, and refoJve to perfift in it^ — ^1 muft 
declare the righteous fentence of God j and- 
I fhall do it in the words of John the Bap- 
tift, [John iii. 36.) '* He that believeth not 
" the; Sony fhalL not fce^ life \ but the wrath 
" of God abideth on him." — Let my coun-. 
fel therefore be acceptable unto you : " Seek 
"the Lord while he is yet to be found, and 

" call upon him while he is near. Kifi 

"; the Son, left he be angry^ and ye periflx 
" from the way: for if once his wrath be 
" kindled but a little, then fliall it be found 
** that they," and they only, " are blefledy 
" who put their truft'in hinv" 

SER- 
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Romans iii. 19, 

iik&T£^ w^ know J, that ^bat things foever the 
law faith y it faith to . them who are under 
the law I that every mouth may be flopped^ 
and all the is>orld may become guilty before 

. God. 

THE great deiign of this epiftle, is to 
. lead men to Chrift, as the only re- 
fuge for perifhing fianers : and becaufe 
none will Value a remedy^ but they who 
feel their difeafe, and wilh for health, the^ 
Apoftle therefore, in the two foregoing 
chapters, ex;amines the condition both of 
Gentiles and Jews; under which denomi- 
nations, the whole ppft'erily of Adam are 
included ; and proves^ by plain \irideniable. 
fadls, that all, without exception, arq guilty- 
before God, and confequently, that ,a,U 
ftand ia need of a. Saviour, f . * ■ In the 
L 2 verfes • 
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verfes immediately preceding my text, he 
brings feveral quotations from the Old- 
Teftament writings, which give a very 
ftroiig and melancholy reprefentation of 
the corruption and depravity of the hu- 
man kind. But left the Jews fliould al- 

ledge, that thefe, and other paflages of the 
like nature, were only defcriptive of the Gen- 
tile nations, and could not juftly be extend- 
ed tp them, whom God had chofen from 
the reft of the worlds and fet apart for 
himfelf as his peculiar inheritance ; he jud- 
ged it proper to remind them, that the fa- 
cred books, from which he had taken the 
above defcription, were primarily addrcf- 
fed to the Jews, and defigned for their in- 
ftrudlion and ufe : We know^ fays he, that 
what things foever the law Jaitb^ it faith to 
them who are under the law; confequently 
thefe quotations, which are all exprefsly con- 
tained in the law, may and ought to be 
confidered as a juft reprefentation of the 
ftate of thofe to whom that law or revela- 
tion was given* And he further adds, that 
they were inferted in Scripture for this very 
purpofe, that the plea of innocence being 

taken 
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taken away from the Jews as 'jrcll as from 
the Gent;iles, every mouth might be flopped^ 
and thus all the world might become guilty be^ 
fore God. From which words, as they ftand 
connedled with the Apoftle's reafoning, wc 
iearn, in the 

Firjl place, That it is extremely diflBcult 
to bring men to a proper fenfe and acknow- 
ledgement of their- guilt and mifery. 

I hope none will be fo unreaibnable sU 
to require a laboured proof of this obier- 
vation ; for yoil will eafily perceive, that I 
can have no other witneffes to produce but 
yourfelves. I affirm, that it is fo, upon 
the authority of Scripture ; and can only ap- 
peal to your own heatts for the truth of 
it.—— — Befidcs, none will deny this who 
are already convinced of their guilt and 
mifery : for this is an effential property of 
real convidlion, that the deeper it is, it ren- 
ders the perfon ftill more fenfible of the na- 
tural hardnefs of his heart ; fo that nothing 
grieves him fo much^ as that he cannot 
grieve mote for finning againft God : And 
they who are of an oppofite chara<3:er, who 
- L 3 boaft 
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boaft, ^ That they are rich, and increafed 
" with goods, and (landing in need of no- 
*^ thing;" fuch perfons, I fay, prove the 
truth of this dbfervation, by demanding a 
proof of it, and are themfelves examples of 
the thing they deny. 

I know it is an eafy matter to bring men 
to a general acknowledgement, that they 
are finners. Many are ready enough to 
confefs this much, who, 'at the fame time, 
have a very good opinion of* their ftate : 
for though they cannot lay claim to peF- 
£cA inndcence, yet they lodk upon their 
guilt as a very trivial thing, and imagine 
that their vices are more than overbalan- 
ced by the virtues they are poffefFed of; 
and thus, " being ignorant of God's righ- 
*' teoufnefs,'' or of that righteoufnefs which 
is neceflary to juftify a (inner in the fight 
of God^ " they go about to eftablifh their 
^' own righteoufnefs, - and will not fub- . 
f^ mit themfelves unto the righteoufnefs of 
^* God/' ' - 

Pride is the hereditary difeafe of our ng^- 
tures:: we derive it from dur fir ft parents ; 
j^nd though it is fubdued in all who are 

fandified. 
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ikllftificd, y€t ftill it lives -within them, 
and 18 always the laft pant of theold mttA 
that dies. tMAy, it is apt to grow 'tipWi 
the ruin* of other 'fins, as we fee in that n^i- 
ted inftancfe of the Pharifee^ who, under 
the fpecious pretext of thanking God for 
his grace, went tip into the ^ternple, mcr4^ 
ly* to give vent to his ifelf^adiriiratibri^ 
" God," faid he, " I thanfc thee,^ Uhat^t 
^ am hot. as -other men are^- extortion Jrs, 
^ unjuft, adulterers -; I fait twice a-we^k; 
** I pay tithes of -all that I rpoflfefs.'* Whit 
fee faid might be true; n^y;^ our' Lord 
items plainly to admit that- it -was foi^jiX 
he tells us, that this vain^giorious creature 
carried nothing away with him but his 
felf-conceit : he returned to his own houic 
without the bleffing of God: ** For every 
" one that exaheth himfelf, ihall be abafed ; 
" whereas hfe that hunvbleth himfelf^ Iball 
** be exalted,** 

This, my brethren, is one main caufe 
why the preaching of the gofpel hath fb 
iittle effefl. Could we briiig men .to ja fe'nfe 
of 'their guik and niifery,'tthey would gladly 
liiten to the tidings of aSa;viour, But this 
f^ diificuk work indeed. We can icarcely 

JL 4 periiiadc 
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perfuade the moil profligate wretch to thin|| 
biihfelf in dunger, ttll God lay his hand up- 
on him, and fet death before his eyes^ 
Judges, then, how h»rd a talk it mud be, to 
convince the mofe clofe ^nd nefcryed i^iner i 
who probably has got beneath him fome 
empty forms of duty, upon which he leans, 
and confidently prefumes thac all ihall be 
well with him. 

I have frequently obferved, that no feiv 

jnons are fo taftelefs to many hearers, sa 

thofe which treat of the Saviour ; they 

can Uften to other fubjefdb; but when wtf 

^alk of Jefus Chrift, and of that great fal* 

vation " which angels defire to look into/* 

thpy difmifs their attention, and perhaps 

i" ihake a Ihift to fleep in their feats; when, 

i God knows, were they aware of the thoU'? 

; fandth part of their dangei", they would find 

^ i^ difiicult enough to fleep on their beds.— 

Did we really fee ourfelves in a juft lights 

could we diveft ourfelves, for a little, of our 

pride and prejudice, till we got one feriou* 

and impartial view of our natural condition, 

this wpuld render a Saviour fo neceflary, 

that we fliQuld never be at reft till we ha4 

fecure4 



Scared bis ^i^iliip:, Buc^ m oqt, XKa;4 
bimfelf h^th $oki ua> " J^y that are w^f:^ 
" hikve no nwd of the phyfifiiax), but they 
^ that, are fick," I ihall therefore pr/>ceed to 
0IQW, in th^ 

. iS^rw^/ place. That all roen^ iisrithout ex-* 
iccption, are guilty l^eforc God ;. and that 
whoever attend$ to the Sicripture&.of trtith, 
jpr gives ear to the . te0;uxv>ny of hia own 
confcience^ pmay foon difeover fu^ck jjlaifl 
Gonvincing evidence of guilty as is fuffident 
to ftop bis ngiQuth, and to, r«ai,dtr hint 
^echlefs aod felf - coademiled in the pr^ 
fence of. a juft and: holy God. *^-——- This 
proposition ia perfedly confiftent with the 
former : for the difficulty of bringing men 
to a right fenfe and acknowledgement of 
their guilt and mifery,, doth not arife from 
;iny want of evidence, but is purely owing 
to their own inattention and pride : the fad 
truth is clear as noon*day; but they fhut 
their eyes, and will not fee it» 

As the teftimony of Scripture is. full and 
explicit, fo,the fliprt abilra<5i contained in 
1t|ie foregoing vejrfes, (peak« upon this head 

with 
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with the utmoft poffibje precifion. " There 
^isnone righteou6,"n6 not one: there is^ 
^ none that uncjerftandeth, - there is nonfe 
**' that feeketh after God. -They - are all 
*' gone out of the way, they are^ together 
^' become unprofitable, there is none that 
^* doth good, no not one. Their threat is 
f^ran open fepulchre ; with .their tongues 
fi they have ufed deceit ; the poifon of zip$ 
f^ is under* their iips : whofe mouth ^ is fiitt 
^' of curfing and' bittemefs. Their feet 
*' are fwift to fixed blood. Deftru(9:ipn and 
^^ miiery are in their ways.: and the way of 
^^* peace have they not known. There- ts 
'*^ no fear of God before their eyes.'* And 
thefe things, the Apoftle informs us, were 
written, not merely to ftop the mouths of 
ibme notorious' offenders, who 'proclaim 
their fins as Sodom, and hide them not ; 
but that every mo^tb mtght be Jiopped^ and all 
the world become guilty before God. Accord- 
ingly, at the 23d verle of this chapter, he 
concludes upon, the whole evidence in the 
following words : " For all have finned, and 
ff come fliort of the glory ot God/' 
; fhis truth hath bequ attefted by the 

Baoft 
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moft eminent faints " that ever lived upon 
earth, " Behold, 1 was fhapen iii iniquity/' 
faid David, " and in fin did my mother con- 
" ceive me :" And^ therefore he plfcads in 
another place, " Enter not into jtidg^tneht 
^' with thy fervant, O Lord; for in thy 
" fight Ihall no man living be juftified/' 
.— — " We are all as an unclean thing," faid 
the Prophet Ifaiah, " and all our righte- 
^' oufnefFes are as filthy rags; and we all 
^* do fade as a leaf, arid our iniquities, like 
•* the wind, have carried us away.'*— Nei- 
ther have the faints under the New-Tefta- 
ment difpenfation been any whit behi|Hl 
them in penitent acknowledgements of their 
guilt. Paul ftyles himfelf ** the chief of fin-* 
** ners ;" and the beloved difciple declares, in 
exprefs terms, that* all pretenfions to inno- 
cence are not only falfe, but blafphemous : 
-** If we fay that we have no fin^ we deceive 
" ourfelves, and the truth is not in • us.** 

Nay, *' if we fay that we have not fin- 

^' ned, we make God a liar, and his word 
^' is not in us." i John i. 8, 9. ?- - 

This further appears from the variou« 
kinds of mifery which abound in the world, 

efpecially 
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ci^j^idiy death) frosti which none of Adam- g 
|>oftem7 are exempted. Thefe do neceila- 
rily fuppofe guilt ; for it y not agreeable to 
the juftice of God to afflidt and pnnifh in- 
nocent creatures. Now, this mean of 

conviction is fo plain and ^ obvious, that a 
iriaa mud do great violence to his reaibn, 
before he can refill the evidence it affords. 
Goodfiefs and juftice are attributes which 
lare univerfally confidered as mod eflential 
to the Supreme Being; and yet it. is iitt- 
4^aQible to account for the prefent calami- 
tap9 .ftate of mankind, in a confiftency with 
theie perfedions, upon any other fuppofr- 
tio^ than this^ that ^ all have finned," and 
thereby incui'red his righteous difpleaiure. 
■ ■■ < Sa that you fee there is no penury of 
witneiTes upoo; this head. The Scriptures 
ei&prefsly declare^ that all are finners ; — the 
moft eminent, faipts under both difpenfa- 
tioas have attefted the truth of this affer- 
Ui^ ; — and the many awful tokens of the 
divine, difpleafure^ which we. daily behold 
and feel, render its abfurd to fuppofe the 
coiitraryit 

P*jt tliere isf yet another witnef^ behind, 

whofe 
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whofe teftimony can be liable to ab objec^ 
tion J a witncfe which every man will find 
within his own breaft; — ^I vatztk^ cbnfcieme^ 
to which I now appeal for the truth of th4« 
matter. And here I Ihall renew the que- 
Ition which Solomon propofed many age$ 
ago : " Who can fay I have made my heart 
** clean, I am pure from my fins?" Catt 
you difcover nothing amifs in youii' tem^r 
and praAice? Do they in all points agree 
with the rule of God's word ? Dare any of 
you appeal to the juftice of God for acquit-- 
tal? and claim happinefs as the due re- 
ward of your obedience ? Say, O maft ! 
haft thou no need at all of pardoning mer- 
cy? Wilt thou give it under thy hand, 
that thou flialt never plead the merits of a 
Saviour for thy juftification ? that at the 
hour of death, or in the day of judgement, 
thou {halt never once implore his help, nor 
cry for mercy, but ftand upon the founda- 
tion of thy perfonal righteoufncfs before 

his impartial tribxmal ? ^Or, ratherj my 

brethren, are you not coofcious of innu- 
merable inftances . of guilt, wherein you 
have adled in diredSl oppoficion, not only to 

the 
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the written law, but to the inward fenfeanA 

authority of your own minds j^ doing 

what ye knew was difpleafing to God ;— — 
and that, not by the mere force of fudden: 
temptation, but coolly and deliberately, in 
the face of thofe arguments which ought 
in all reafon to have reftrained you from 
them?— — I think I may venture to affirm, 
that there is not one perfon here prefent 
who is not able to fecoUedl feveral inflanceS; 
of this kind : And if our own blind and* 
paftial hearts do now condemn us, alas J. 
how fhall we juftify ourfelves at the bar of 
that God " who is greater than our hearts,. 
" and knoweth all things?'' — — This leads 
me to obferve, in the 

Third place. That one great end of the ; 
law is,' to humble the pride of men ; that^ 
from a convidlioii of their guilty and mi- 
ferable eftate by nature, they may, as it, 
were^ be compelled,^ by a happy neceffity, 
to flee for relief to the gofpel-method of fal- 
vatiori through Chrift. 

.•This important truth is diredlly aflerted 
by the Apoftle in my text, and frequently 

: , repeated 
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repeated in other parts of his writings. 
Nay, the principal (eope of this epiftle is^-^to 
call off the Jews from any dependence upoa 
their own fighteoufnefs, by giving ^them . 
a fair reprefentation of the fpirituality, ex- 
tent, aad rigour of the lawj that findings 
themfelves unable cither to an^fwer its de-- 
niands, or to endure its curfe, they might 
thankfully embrace the Lord Jefus Ghrift^ 
who is indeed " the end of the law for 
^' righteoufnefs to every one that believethJ* 
— And the fubferviency of the law to the 
gofpel, or the ufe of the law to lead men to 
the Saviour, will evidently appear, if wc 
confider, 

That the law demands nothing lefs than 

* a perfeft unfinning obedience to all its pre- 
cepts : it make« no manner of allowance for 

^ the infirmities, of men; for '* whofo|ever 
•* ihall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
** in one point," in the eye of the Law- 
giver, " is guilty of all/' It declares what 
is due to God from his creatures, and in- 
fifts upon the payment of it even . to the .xit^ 
termoft farthing, . In the law, ftridlly con-- 
fidered, there is no provifion or promife of 

pardon 
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pardon to the gtlilty: oA the contrary, i€ 
denounces condemnation and wrath againft 
all cranl^eflbrs of what kind foever; for 
dins^t is written, ♦' Curfed is etery one 
•* who continucth not in all things which 
** are written in the book of the law ,to do 
•• diem." It is not enough to do fome things 
which are commanded ; we mtift do them 
aU: Nor is It evien fufficient that we do all 
things for a feafon; we miift al(b continue 
in them, otherwile we forfeit the divinci 
friendfhip, and become liable to the wrath 
of an infinitely juft and omnipotent God* 
This is the genuine voice of the law. Do 
and live; " but the foul that finneth fhaH 
** furely die/* It knowcth no middle fen- 
tence between thefe two : it doth not whif- 
per one word of mercy ; but the fmalleft 
deviation fubjedls the tranlgreflbr to the 
juftice of God, and to all the fatal effedls of 
his indignation, both in this life and in that 
which is to come. 

Now, this being the cafe, it is eafy to 
difcem the fubferviency of the law to the 
gofpel J or, in other words, the ufe of the 
law to lead men to the Saviour. The law 

dif. 
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difcpvert fin, ind ait the fame time de- 
mands an unfinning obedience: None of 
lis can plead innocence, and the law admits 
of no excufe for guilt; nay, it is not only 
filent as to the dodlrine of forgivenefs, 
which might leave fome room for conjec- 
ture and hopej but in plain and awful words 
pronounces the fentence of death, and dooms 
to irremfediable punilhment all the work- 
ers of iniquity without exception. Thu^ 
the linner is " bound hand and foot," as it 
were* " and call into prifon ;" his mouth is 
fioppcd^ arid nothing remains for him, but 
either to tontiiiue in mifery, and bear the 
ciurfc of God for ever j or elfe to appeal from 
the law to the gofpel, and to claim the be- 
nefit of that indemnity which Chrift hath 
purchafed with his blood, and freely offers 
to all who, cpndemning themfelves, and 
renouncing their own righteoufnefs, flee 
to him as their hope and city of refuge. 
From all which, we may conclude, ii). 
the 



Qurth and lajl place, That every apolo- 
Lg finner, who opens his mouth in his 
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own vindication, doth impioufly give God 
the lie, and exclude himfelf from theV offers 
of his mercy and grace; whereas the humble 
felf- condemning finncr lies, fo to fpeak, in 
the very road of mercy, and Ihall through 
faith in Chrift Jefus obtain falvation with 
eternal glory. 

Thifs inference is fo juft and obvious, that 
it fc^rcely needs any illuflration. For if 
^ all are finnerfr ;" and if this be dne great 
end of the law, to bring men to a fenfe and 
acknowledgement of their guilt, that they 
may be compelled to flee to Chrift Jefus. for 
relief J what foolifh, felf-deftroying crea- 
tures muft thofe be, who, in defpight of the 
ckareft evidence, and in flat contradidlioil 
to the only method of deliverance and hope, 
v/ill oflfer to babble m their own defence? 

i What can you propofe by this condudl, 

O finners ! God puts it to your choice, as it 
were, in what court you would be tried, 
whether you will plead at the tribunal of 
juftice, or of n;iercy ? If you penitently ac- 
knowledge your guile, and cry for mercy 
through the great Mediator, he is infinitely 
more willing to beftow it upon you, than 
• you 
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yoti can be to aik it of him :— ^- — But if you 
proudly infift in your own vindication';' if 
you extenuate your giiilt, or depend upon 
any thing in yotirfelves for :paMon and ac- 
ceptancej you thereby ihcur* the rigour of 
the law ; you " fliall have judgement with- 
*' out mercy/' and " Jefud Chrift can prbfit 
** you nothing." 

Be perfuaded, then, my dear friends, as 
the proper improvement of all that' has beeii 
iaid, " to humble yourfelves prefently uri- 
" der the mighty hand of God, that you 
** may be jexilted in due time/* See and 
acknowledge your guilt and uhworthinef^, 
that you may not be finally cojtdemned with 
the world \ and beg of God, that he may 
learch and try you, and rtiiake you tho- 
roughly acquainted with your real condi- 
tion ; that, finding yourfelves " wretch- 

** ed, and miferable, and poof, and blind, 
" and naked,'* you may repair, without 
delay, to that all-fiifiicient Saviour, " whofe 
" blood cleanfeth from all fin," and " who 
'" is made of God unto all who believe on 
M 2 « him, 
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" him, wifdom, «id righteoufoefs^ and faa<> 
•* tificacdony and redein^tion.*' 

As for you upon whom the law hath al* 
ready had its cffeiS, who are weary and hea- 
vy laden with the bjorden of fin ; be not 
diiconraged ; the feeds of confolation are 
ibwn in yatu* grief; this weeping niglM: 
Ihall ere long be fucceeded by a joyful naoriir 
ing ; and *• upon you who" thus " fear 
•* his name, fliall the Sun of righteoufhefs" 
{hortly " arife with healing in his wings :'' 
For this gracious temper is tke peculw 
work of the Spirit of God j — it is he who 
brings that light into the foul, whereby ks 
ijatural defornadty is feen ; it is ke who ca(la 
down thpfe proud imaginations which «^ 
alt themfekes ag^nft God, and hide froni 
the fijoner his poverty and wretchednefe: 
and it is this divine Spirit, who, by the Jiu- 
niftry of the law, removes thofe falfe grounds 
of hope upon which the fianer was accui^ 
tomed to lean, and obligeth him to aik that 
interefting queftion, '* What fhall. I do ^ 
" be faved V^-^ — As John Baptift prepared 
the way for Chrift's public appearance, by 
roufing the world with the dodrine of re- 
pentance ; 
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pentance ; in like manneir, the Moly^ Spirit 
prepares the heart for the reception of the 
fame glorious Redeemer, by fhch painful 
and humbling convictions, as render him 
both necelFary and defifable to the foul: 
And therefore it ought to be matter of joy 
and thankfuJfiefs to the finner, when God 
finites his heart with a fenfe of fin ; of fuch 
fieknefs, it may truly be faid, " This fick- 
** nefs is not unto death, but for the glory 
^ of God." Hereby, as it were, he diC- 
lodges his enemies, and empties the foul of 
fivery other gueft, that he may cpme and fill 
it with his own gracious prefence. 

Lift up your heads, then, O trembling 
finners ! look forward but a very litrle way, 
and you may fee to the end of that dark 
valley, through which you are now pafling. 
This road became neceffary after man*s a- 
poftacy ; and it is the kindnefs, hot the an- 
ger, of your heavenly Father, that hath 
brought you into it. Had your deftrudlipn 
been pieafing to him, he would have fufier- 
ed you to walk, without difturbance, in the 
broad way that Ifeads to deftrudlion : but by 
alarming your fears, he plainly intends to 

M 3 prevent 
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prevent your ruin ; and thp prefent tafte he 
hath given you of the bitternefs of fin^ i^ 
gracioufly meant to divorce your hearts from 
the love of it,^ and to render the remedy 
which he offers more welcome and preciouai 

in your efteem. For let it be obferved, 

as a further ground qf encouragement, that 
the gofpel-call is particularly addrefled tQ 
perfons of this character : " Come unto me/' 
lays the blelfed Jelus, '• all ye that labour 
" and are heavy laden, and I will give you. 
"reft." And herein he exadly fulfils the 
appointment of his Father, and acSs in the 
moft perfedl conformity to the commiffiiQn 
he received from him j of which we have a 
fair copy, Ifaiab Ixi,— — at ,ithe beginning \ 
" The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
" becaufe the Lord _ hath anointed me tq 
^* preach good tidings to the meek, he hath 
^^ fent me to bind up the brojcenrhearted, tq 
^^ proclaim liberty to the captives, and th^ 
" opening' of the prifon to them th^t ^re 

^' bound/' From this pafTage, it pl^nly 

appears, that humble convinced fouls are hisi 
peculiar charge : he is the phyfician, not of 
the whole, but of thg fick ; not of thofe that 

juftify 
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j-uftify themfelves, but of thpfe who are pe- 
rifhing in their own apprehenfion, who fee^ 
their need of him, and know fomething oi 
the worth of that falvation which he brings. 

Let every humble {inner, then, take com- 
fort from thefe coniiderations, God knoweth 
the penitent relentings of your hearts : Be- 
hold, he ftands, Uke the father in the parable, 
ftretching forth hife arms to every prodigal 
fon ! he regifters all your groans, " he put- 
" teth your tears into his bottle,'* and, ere 
long, " he will give you the oil of joy for 
" mourning, and the garment of praife for 
" your prefent fpirit of heavinefs/' In the 
mean time, let me recommeQd to you the 
following diredlions, with which 1 fhall con- 
clude. 

Beware of fmothering or quenching your 
convidlions." I admit they are bitter, but 
they are alfo medicinal ; and, by -the bleffing 
of God, Ihall iflue in that repentance unto 
falvation, which is not to. be repented of: 
wliereas, if you ftifle them at prefent, your 
hearts may contrail a hardnels and infenfi- 
bility, which, if ever it be cured at all^ 
fhall coft you more pain and anguifh thar 
M 4 yOi 
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you prefently feel, or indeed can eafily ima- 
gine. 

At the fkxne time, beware of drawing 
deijperate conclufions againft yourfelves from 
the difcoveries you have got of your guilt 
and danger. I may juftly (ay to you, what 
the Apoftle laid in another cafe, — ^ Mourn 
" not like thofe who have no hope.** Your 
cafe, bad as it may feem, is certainly better 
than once it was. Formerly you were out of 
die way of mercy, now you have got into 
that very path where mercy meets the eled 
of ^od : It was then your fin to prefume be- 
yond any promife ; bewsure now of defpair- 
ing, againft many commands ; but amidfl: all 
your fears and anxieties, ftill endeavour to 
keep hope alive in your hearts. 

Efpecially, haften to the Saviour, who a- 
lone can give you refL This is the great 
errand upon which convidHons are fent ; for, 
as I have already obferved, ^^ the law is our 
•* fchoolmafter to bring us to Chrift, — whu 
** is the end of the law for righteoufhefs to 
** every one that believeth.** — Doth the Lord 
Jefiis appear precious to your fouls ? do you 
fee your abfolute need of him, and his per- 
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fed fuitablenefs to your circumftances ? O 
then, fpeedily have recourfe to him, and 
receive him thankfully as the ^ unfpeakable 
** gift of God to men T* ifembrace him 
cordially in all the important characters he 
fuftains, as the Prophet, the Prieft, and the 
King, of his church ; and then fliall you 
find, to your prefent comfort, and your ever* 
lading joy, that he is both " able and will- 
** ing to fave to the uttermoft, all who come 
^^ untQ God b;jr h^n." jimffr 
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Matthew xi. 28. 

Come unto me^ all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden y and I will give you rtji. 

IT was prophcfied of our Lord long be- 
fore his manifeftation in the flefli, that 
he Ihould " proclaim liberty to the captives, 
" and the opening of the prifon to them 
** that are bound :'* And lo ! here he doth 
it in the kindeft and mod endearing manner, 
offering rejl^ or fpiritual relief, to every la-^ 

bouring and heavy laden finner, Come un^ 

to me^ all ye that labour and are heavy laden ^ 
and I will give you rejl. 

In difcourfing from which words, I pro- 
ppfe, in dependence upon divine aid, 

Firjl^ To open the charadlcr of thofe to 
whom the invitation is addrefTed : 

Secondly^ To explain the invitation it- 
felf, and fhow, what is included in coming 

t© 
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to Chrift : After which I fliall endeavour, 
in thq - . 

J>&/r^ place, To illuftrate the gracious 
condefcending promife . with which our 
Lord enforces the call : / will give you reft. 

I BEGIN with the charadler of thofe to 
whom the invitation i^s addreffed. They 
are fucj?^ you fee, as labour and are heavy 
laden ; that is, who feel the unfupportable 
load pf guilt, and the galling fetters of cor* 
rupt affedions, and earneftly long to be de- 
livered from both ; for thefe were the per?- 
fons whom our Saviour always regarded as 
the peculiar objedts of his attention and 
tare. — By our fatal apoftacy, we forfeited 
at once our innocence and our happinefej^ 
we became doubly miferable, liable to the 
juflice of God, and flaves to Satan and our 
own corruptions. But few, comparatively 
fpeaking, are fenfible of thijs mifery ! The 
bulk of mankind are fo hot in the purfuit 
of perifhing trifles, that they can find no 
leifure ferioufly to exaqaine their fpiritual 
condition. Thefe indeed have a load upoa 
jthem, pf weight more phan fufficient to fink 

them 
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them into perditton ; but they are not heavy 
laden in the fenfe of my text. Our Savibur 
jj^ainly fpeaks to thoie who feel their bur- 
den, and are groaning under it ; otherwife 
the promife of reft, or deliverance^ coukt be 
no inducement to bring them to him. And 
die call is particularly addrefled to fuch, for 
two obvious reafons : 

Firft^ Becaufe our Lord knew well that 
nofie dfti woifld comply with it ** Th«^ 
^ full foul lodths thk honey-comb." Such 
is the pride of our heartd, that each of us 
would wifh to be a favioilr to himfelf, and 
to purchafe heafvefi by his owri perfonal me^ 
rit. This was the " rock of offence" upon 
which the Jews fttimbl«l and fell: they 
could not bear thfe thou^^ht of being indebt- 
al to the righteoufhefs of anodier for par- 
don and acceptance with God; fot* fb the 
Apoftle tfeftifies concerning them, (RotH. t* 
3.), ** Being ignorant of God's righteoufnefi, 
** they went about to eftabliih their own 
** righteoufnefs, and did not fubmit them- 
^' felves unto the righteoufhefs of God»'' 
And ftiil this method of juftifying finners is 
pppofed and rejeded by every " natural 

« man." 
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^^ man/' He feels iK^t his d^i^e^ ai^ tkn^Cr 
fore treats the . phyfici^ with cq^tjemptjaiud 
fconi : whereas the fpul that is exilightc^ed 
by th? Spirit of Go4., and awakened to a 
fenfe of its guilt aod pollutioo, lies pro^ [ 
ftrate before the mercy-feat, crying aut wirii ^ 
Paul wh^ ftruck to the ground, " Lonji^ 
" what wilt thou have me to doi — ^It was 
therefore with peculiar %ni6cancy, that our 
Lord introduced his fermon upon, the maimt, 
by adjudgiBfg the kingdcnn of heaven to the 
" poor in l|]^it," placing humiJicy in the 
front of all the other graces, as being the ejfk^ 
trance into a religious temp^^ the beginning 
ct the divine life, the firft ftep of the &mI 
in its return to God. 

adiyj TThe ktourwg and heavy laden a«^ 
particularly diftinguifhed j hecaufe other- |^,^ 
ijrife, perfons in that fituation, hopekfs of 
relief, might be in dang^ of excluding 
theoafelves from the offer of mercy. If there 
w^s omJy a general call to come to the Sa- 
viour, the humble convinced foul^ prefied 
down with a fenfe of it» guilt and depravity, 
might be ready to Qbje(5l, Surely it cannot 
be fuch a worthlefs and wicked creature as 

I 
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I am, to whom the Lord direcSs his invi^ 
tation. And therefore, he " who will not 
** break the bruifed reed, nor quench the 
" fmoking flax," doth kindly encourage 
them by this fpecial addrefs, that the very 
thing which to themfelves would appear the 
greateft obftacle in the way of mercy, might 
become the means of afluring them, that 
they are the very perfons for whom mercy 
is prepared. 

Let this then encourage every weary felf^ 
condemning finner : The greater your gnilt 
appears in your own eye, the greater ground 
you have to expedl relief if you apply for it. 
{ Mercy looks for nothing but an affe<5ling 
fenfe of the need of mercy. Say not. If my 
burden were of a leffer weight, I might hoj^c 
to be delivered from it; for no burden is 
too heavy for Omnipotence : he who is 
" mighty to fave," can eafily remove the 
mod oppreflivQ load ; " his blood cleanfeth 
^* from all fin," and " by him all who be- 
** lieve, are juftified from all things."' 
This great phyfician did not come to heal 
fome flight difl:empers, but to cure thofe 
inveterate plagues, which none-befides him- 
. - . felf 
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felf was able to cure. Whatever your dif^ 
eafe be, it fliall neither reproach his flail 
nor his power; and all that he requires on 
your part, is a fubmifllve. temper to ufe the 
means he prefcribes, with a firm reliance 
upon their virtue and efficacy.- If you are 
truly convinced, that your guilt is fo great, 
and your corruptions fo ftrong, that iione 
in heaven or on earth can fave you from 
them but Chrift alone ; if you. are groaning 
under the burden of fin, and can find no 
reft till pardoning mercy and fandtifying 
grace bring you relief; then are you in the 
very pofture which my text defcribes j and 
I may warrantably fay unto you what 
Martha faid to Mary, " Arife quickly, the 
" Mafter is come, and calleth for thee." 
And this is his call. Come unto me. Which 
is the 

Second thing I propofed to explain. Now, 
for underftanding this, it will be neceflary 
to remind you of the different characters 
which our Lord fuftains; or, in other 
words, the important offices which he exe- 
cutes as our Redeemer. Thefe, you know, 

arc 
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«Cc ditftc, ,10 wjk, ^e <#ce$ of a Prcph^ 
.of it Prieft^ JM^ of a iiing; in each of 
«hioh Jdb« l^ord Jjeftjs *a^ft be ^iftindlly 
fflgarded by .ey^^y fc^l that comes to hinou 
iUcordiogly, yo\i may .pbferye, that in 
xhts ^mcious iaykptipp^ he exhibits him- 
&i£ to QW W?y ijPL# thefe chara<aers: fqr 
*d ;the ,coiid!B^eQ4ittg <>ffer of removing our 
gmlKy he imm^^dUtely annexes tl^e eqmmand^ 
^ sEadcc my yvSs^ sppp ygu, a^d rle^rn of 
"me.'" 

Suchis oiMT in^fery by tfee fell, ih^i ,ys;^ 
ace iiiQt only .become the ptu/B<3;s of God'jR 
righteous difpl^^fure, a^d liable to tl^ 
ajuful punilhm^nt whiqh was the p^^ty 
of the firft covenant, bi^t pur nature is 
iwiioliy difeafcd and corrupted j fo that 
" in us, in our Jfleih, dweUeth no good 
** thing.'* Our underftanding is darkened, 
filled with prejudices againfl the truth, and 
incapable of difcerning fpiritual objedls: 
" For the natural man receiveth not the 
^' things of the Spirit of God, they are 
*^ fooliflmeis to him j neither can he knpw 
** them, becaufe they are fpiritually dif- 
" cerned." Our will is ftubborn and re- 
bellious, 
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bellious, like ^ an iron finew,'* which no 
force can bend; fo inflexible in its oppo* 
fition to the divine law, that it is called in 
Scripture " enmity againft God :" and all 
our affedlions are wild and ungovernable, 
deaf to the voice of reafo^ and confcience, 
in perpetual difcord among themfelves, and 
wholly alienated from God, in whom alone 
they fliould unite and centre.— 5uch a Sa- 
viour, therefore, was neccflary for our relief, 
as could effe(5tually remedy all thofe evils, 
and j^ot only redeem us from wrath, but 
likewlfe prepare us for happinefs, by refto- 
ring our nature to that original perfe(3:ion 
from which it had fallen. 

For this end, our Lord Jefus Chrift, that 
he might be in all reipedts furnifhed for his 
great undertaking, waps iblemnly invefted 
by his heavenly Father with each of the im- 
portant offices I have named ; that our un-^ 
derftanding being enlightened by his divine 
teaching, and our will iubdued by his regal 
power, we might be capable of enjoying 
the fruits of that pardon, which, as our great 
High-prieft, he hath purchafed with his 

blood. Now, in ail thefe charadlers, the 

. Vol. I. N Scriptures 
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Scriptures propofe him to our faith; and 
we do not comply with the invitation in my 
text, unlefs we come to him for the proper 
work of each office, and embrace him in the 
full extent of his commiffion ; that " of God 
" he may be made unto us, wifdom, and 
" rightebufnefs, and faadlification, and re- 
" demption." . 

It is true, indeed, that the foul, in its 
firft approach to Chrift, doth principally 
regard him as a prieft. or a facrifice ; . and 
therefore faith, as it is employed for jufti- 
fication, or pardon, is emphatically fty led, 
Faitb in bis blood. To this God looks when 
he juftifies the finner ; he \dews him as 
fprinkfed with the blood of atonement : and 
th^rcffij^e,,^t0 the fame bloodr the finner! muft 
ixeKSfefforily look, upojt his firil application 

to Chrtft; r— Wheix.the. criminal, under the 

law fled to the horns: of the altar, he confi- 
dered.the temple rather as a place of. pro- 

tedlion than of worfhip. The authority 

of a teacher, and the majefty of a king, are 
obje(3:s of terror to a felf-condemning fin- 
ner, and by no means fuit his prefent ne- 
ceffity. Chrift, as fuffering, and ^' bearing 

. ♦' our 
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" our fins in his own body on the tree,*' is 
the only object that can yield him relief and 
comfort ; for where fliall he find the reft of 
his (oul, but where God found the fatisfac- 
tion of his juftice ? 

Neverthelefs, though Chrift upon the 
crofs be the firft and moft immediate, ob- 
je6l of faith, yet the believer doth not ilop 
there ; but having difcovered a fuffiei^ht 
atonement for his guilt, he. proceeds, txi 
contemplate the other characters of his Re- 
deemer, and heartily approves of them. all 
as perfedlly adapted to all his necdfiti:^®;- 
He hearkens to his inftradlion, and cheer- 
fully fubmits to his yoke, and covets. uo-f 
thing £0 much as to be taught and goverc- 
dd by him. :The ingenuity of faith: ipeab* 
eth after this manner :^-Seeing Chrift is niy^ 
Prieft to expiate my guilt, it is but juft and 
reafonable that he ftiould be my Prophet to 
teach me, and my King to rule over me ; 
that as I live by his merits, I Ihould 'klfb 
walk by his laww . .. 

O blefled Jefus ! faith the foul that conies 
to him, .thou true and living: svay/^ to i the 
Father ! I adore thy condefcending grace, 
■^' N 2 in 
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in becoming a facrifice and fin-offering for 
me : and now, encouraged by thy kind in- 
t'itation, I flee to thee as my only city of 
refuge; I come to thee ** wretched, and 
^ miierable, and poor, and bUnd, and na*- 
** ked :''i— I have no price to offer thee, no 
goodnefs at all to recommend me to thy fa- 
vour : labouring and heavy laden^ I call my- 
felf at thy feet, and look to thy free mercy 
alone for the removal of this burden, which, 
without thy interpofition, muff fink me 

down to the loweft hell. Abhorring my-' 

felf in every view I can take, I embrace 
thee for my righteoufnefs ; fprinkled with 
thine atoning blood, I fhall not fear the de- 
ftroying angel:— —Juftice hath already had 
its triumph on thy crofs; and therefore I 
take thy crofs for my fancStuary, — ^— This 
is my reft j and here will I ftay, for I like it 
well. 

Nor is this my only errand to thee, O 

thou complete Saviour ! 1 bring to thee 

a dark benighted mind to be illuminated 

with faving knowledge. -^ — ^**'Thou haft 

" the words of eternal life ;" ** in thee arc 
" hid all the treafures of wifdom;" I there- 
fore' 
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fore refign my underftanding to thy teach- 
ing J for " no man knoweth the Father but 
" the Son, and thofe to whom the Son fbaU 
" reveal him." 

I likewife choofe thee for my Lord and 
my King ; for thou " art altogether lovely," 
and in every charadler neceflary to my fouL 

Here are enemies whom none can van- 

quifh but thyfelf; — ^here are corruption?, 
which nothing lefs than all -conquering 
grace can fubdue : I therefore implore thine 

almighty aid. Do thou poffefs the throne 

in my heart, and caft out of it whatever 

oppofeth or oflFendeth thee.n It is thine al» 

ready by purchafe ; — O make it thine alio 
by conqueft ! and perform the whole work 
of a Saviour upon it. 

After this manjier doth the believer ad- 
drefs himfelf to Chrift j and thus doth he 
anfwer the call to come ^nto him. From all 
which we may learn our duty in this mat- 
ter. Let every labouring and heavy laden 
(inner, who hears me this day, fpeedily be- 
take himfetf to the fame happy courfe : plead 
his own call, and humbly claim his gra- 
<:ious protection ; flee without delay to his 

N 3 atoning 
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atoning blood, and cleave to him as the Lord 
your " righteoufnefs, and your ftrength." 
T^I fhall afterwards reprefent to. you thofe 
fure grounds of hope which may encourage 
you to do this : In the mean time^ let us 
confider 

The gracious promife with which our 
Lord enforces the invitation : / will give 
you reft. This was the 

Third thing I propofed to illuftrate. 
... There can be no doubt that the reft here 
fpoken of, niufl: be, at leaft, of equal extent 
with the burthen^ ^nd include a deliverance 
from every caufe of trouble to the foul.^ 
But this fubjedl is an ocean without bottom 
Or fhore ; v/c cannot meafure the le!ij>;th or 
breadth of it, neither can its depth be fa- 
thomed ; for " the riches of Chrift are un-i- 
" fearchable ;" and furcly no tongue can 
exprefs what the mind itfelf is unable to 
comprehend. Neverthelefs, I Ihall attempt 
to fay a few things which may be of ufe 
to help forward your comfort and joy, till 
i^ternity fliall unfold the whole to your 
view. 

Doth 
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Doth the guilt of fin, and the curfe of 
the law, lie heavy upon thy foul ? " Behold 
V the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
"fin of the world." In the facrifice of 
Chrift there is an infinite merit that can 
never be exhaufted. He hath fatisfied the 
moft extenfive demands of juftice, and pur- 
chafed a full and everlafting indemnity to 
every penitent believing finner: fo that 
" now there is no condemnation to them. 
" which are in Chrifl Jefus." No fooner 
doth a foul ccme to him in the manner I de- 
fcribed, than it " pafleth from death to life*" 
He.fpreads his righteoufnefs over it, and,^ 
under that covering, prefents it to his hea- 
venly Father : from that happy moment it 
is no longer under the law, but under grace : 
" For Chrift hath redeemed us from the 
" curfe of the law, by his being made a 
" curfe for us." -= — - And what a ^ plentiful 
fburce of confolation is this ! Well may 
the finner " be of good cheer," to whom 
Chrift hath faid, " Thy fins are forgiven 
" thee." 

Do -you feel a law in your members 
warring againft the law of your mind.?. 

N 4 Are 
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Are you harafTed with temptations, and 
fo environed with " a body of death," that 
you are made to cry out, as Paul once did, 
" O wretched man, who (hall deliver me1" 
Look up to that Prince and Saviour, whom 
God hath exalted, not only to give remit- 
fion of fins, but likewife to beftow repent- 
ance upon his people, and grace to help 
them in every time of need. Chrift hath 
obtained the Holy Spirit, by whofe almighty 
aid the Chriilian can do all things. He will 
plant that immortal feed in your hearts, 
which Ihall gradually kill the weeds of cor- 
ruption : fo that, according to his faithful 
word of promife, though fin may lodge and 
fight within you, yet it fhall not be able to 
get " dominion over you." 

Do you fear that fome unforefeen caufe 
'may provoke him to forfake you, to with- 
draw his love, and the communications 
of his grace ? Know that " the gifts and 
** calling of God are without repentance." 
— Chrift is the " good fhepherd, who carries 
" the lambs in his bofom ;" and therefore 
they cannot perifli, becaufe none is ftrong 
enough to pluck them out of his hand. 

The 
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The believer is not left to ftand by him- 
felf ; he who is the author, ia likewife the 
iinifher of his people's faith. Omnipotence 
is their guardian ; and they are " kept/^ 
not by their own ftrength, but " by the 
" power of God, through faith unto falva- 
« tion.'' 

Thefe three are furely the beaviejl bur^ 
dens with which the foul of man can be 
oppreffed ; and you fee that the Lord Je« 

fus is able to remove them all. There 

are, no doubt, many other caufes of dif* 
couragement to which we are liable, £o 
long as we ibjourn in this valley of tears ; 
but as none of them are equal to thofe I 
have already named, we may cert?iinly con- 
clude, that he who performs the greater 
work, can, with infinite eafe, perform the 
leffer alfo.. And indeed, if I might ftay 
upon this branch of the fubjedl, it would 
be no difElcult ta£k to ihow, that in all 
other refpedls believers " are complete in 
" Chrift,'' and may by faith derive from 
him whatever is neceflary either for their 
iafety or comfort in this world: ** For it 
" hath pleafed the Father, that in him 

" fhould 
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" for thou haft the words of eternal life.'^ 
«— — O that there were fuch hearts in us ! 
■■■ ■ But perhaps fome humble foul may 
fay. Gladly would I go to this Saviour^ 
willingly would I throw myfelf at his feet 
and implore his protedlion ; but fuch, alas ! 
is my vilenefs and unworthineis, £6 long 
have I flighted his offers, and abufed his 
grace, that I fear this call, kind as it is, doth 
not extend to me: my cafe is fingularly 
bad, and my fins have been aggravated to 
fuch a degree, that my defponding heart 
hath already pronounced the fentence of 
condemnation; and the doom appears £o 
juft, £o righteous, tliat I can fee no ground 
to hope that ever it fhall be rcverfed, — ^For 
removing this obftacle, which feems to lie 
inthe way of your return to Chrift,^ let me 
beg your attention to the foUowing particu- 
lars. 

Confider the great condefcenfion of this 
Redeemer. While he was upon earth, he 
never rejedled any who fought relief from 
him : like a fandluary whofe gates fland 
continually open, he gave free undebarred 
accefs to all, infomuch that his enemies, 

by 
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by way of reproach, ftylcd him the friend 

of publicans and Jinners. Neither did our 

Lord diibwn the , chsu'adler: on the con- 
trary, he gloried in it, and proclaimed it 
openly to the world; declaring, upon all 
proper occasions, thit " he was come to 
^* feek, and to fave, that which was loft.'* 
For this end, he aflumed our nature; for 
this end, he fu£^red and died; and upon 
the fame benevolent defign, he is now 
gone up to heaven, " where he appears 
** in the prefence of God for us ;'* — ^^ that 
" if any man fin, he may have an Advo- 
" cat^ with the Father," to folicit his par- 
don, and to plead his caufe.-*— -And may 
not thefe difcoveries of his merciful nature 
expel your fears, and revive your hope ? Has 
be in a manner laid afide the majefty of a 
fovereign, and put on the mild and ami* 
able afpe<5l of a tender-hearted fympathifing 
friend ? and may not this by itfelf encou- 
rage you to draw near to him, and to claim 
the bleiling$ of that reft he hath obtained 
for his people ? 

But, lo, he hath prevented you even in 
this : for to all the proofs of his good-will 

to 
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to men^ he fuperadds the mod warm and 
prefling invitations, to come to him for 

relief from all their burdens, " In 

" the laft day, the great day of the feaft, 
" Jefus flood and cried. If any man thirft, 
^* let him come unto me, and drink." ■ ■ i » 
" Behold,'' faid he to the degenerated 
church of the Laodiceans, " Behold, I 
" ftand at the door, and knock : If -any 
^ man will hear my voice, and open dbe 
•^ door, I will come in to him, and fup 
".with him, and he with me." And: in 
the concluding chapter of the Revelation, 
it i3 written. " The Spirit and the bride 
" fay. Come:- and let him that is a-thirflf, 
^^ come : and wbofoever will^ let hinj, 
" come, and take the water of life frebly.:*' 
- — :-iSo* that you fee my text is noc a fii*.. 
gular inftance of condefcenfion ; the Scrip- 
tures are replenifhed with invitations of 
the lame, kind ;. and they are all exprefTed 
in the mod extenlive and abfolute- terms, 
on. purpofe, as it were, to , ob viate every 
poffible objedlion, ahd to remove all-jea- 
loufy from the moft defpbnding finners, 

who 
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■who might otherwife have fufpedled that 
the Call did not reach fo far as them. 

But left the offer of a Saviour, when view- 
ed as a privilege, might ftill appear in. the 
eyes of fome a privilege too high for them 
to afpire to, therefore it hath pleafed the 
Father to interpofe his authority, and to 
make it our duty to embrace the offer : 
as we learn from that remarkable paffage, 

(1 "John iii. 23.), " This is the command 

" of God, that we fhould believe on the 

*^ name cJf his Son Jefus Chrift." So 

that faith in Ghrift becomes an acl of obe- 
dience ; the law of the Supreme Governor 
is the finner's warrant to come to the Sa- 
viour ; ; and therefore it can be no pre- 
fumption in any, however guilty they have 
bedn, to flee to this city of refuge, feeing he 
who. hath appointed it, not only permits, 
but peremptorily commands them to repair 
'to it. 

-Ancf to crown all, our Lord himfelf hath 
declared in the moft folemn manner, that 
noneihall be rejected who c:ome to him for 

falvation. Thefe. are his words .{John vi. 

37.).." Him that cometh to me I will in no 

* " wife 
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** wife caft out." I will receive him widi 
out-flretched arms ; I will tenderly embrace 
and cherifh him, and fo unite him to my* 
fdf, that the combined force of eardi and 
hell fhall never be able to diflblve the union^ 
or to feparate his foul from my unchange- 
able love. 

Lift up thy head, then, O latoisring and 
heavy laden finner ! ponder, with due at* 
tention, thofe grounds of encouragement 
I have briefly fuggefted. Doth the Fa- 
ther command you to believe on' his Son^ 
doth the Lord Jefus invite, nay intreat> 
you, to come to him, and at the iame- 
time afTure you that " he will in no wife 
*^ caft you out ?" and fhall not this tmU* 
tiplied fecurity remove ali your doubts, 
and bring you to him with a humble, but 
ftedfaft, hope of obtaining that reji which 

he offers unto you ? Say not hence* 

forth, My burden is fo heavy, and my 
guilt fo great, that I dare not go t<f him; 
but ratiier fay. My burden is fo heavy, 
that I muji go to him; for no other arm 
can remove it but his own. He oflers 
you hi|i help, becaufe you are miferable; 
"^.^ ^ he 
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be invites you to come to .him, not becauie 
you deferve, but b^caafe you need hia aid; 
AiiiSb'then, O finfters! and obey his call: 
caft your burden upon him who iis mighty 
to fave ; yield yourfelves, without referve^ 
to this faithful Redeemer, to be juftified by 
his blood, and fandlified by his Spirit ; ^V take 
** his yoke upon vou, and learn of him j" 
and then y6u ftiall find reft to your 
ibuls. 

But what (hall I fay to thofe who have 
never as yet felt the burden of fin? who, 
amidft the deepeft poverty and wretched- 
nefs, imagine themfelves to be " rich, 
*.* and increafed with goods, and to fl:and 

** in need of nothing?" -Alas! my 

friends, what can we do for fuch ? Shall 
I denounce the curfes of a broken covenant 
to alarm their fears? — ^ — Shall I publiih the 
terrors of the I^ord, and by thefe perfuade 

them to flee from the wfath to come ? 

Indeed, .confiderations of this kind feeto pro- 
per and necelTary, to roufe them from that 
deadly fleep into which they are caft> > ■ > 
And believe it, O finners ! that no repre- 
feritations of this fort, however awful they 

Vol. L. O might 
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migbt aj^pear,. could .exceed, . or erea >equalt. 
the dreadfol reality ;• J.^ far who kooweth die 
*^ power of God's anger.?'* 
. But as my text Jbreathes nothinj^ but losrc 
sfi^^chxncfkcj^ l\fhal> rather^ u^n this 009 
caiion, ** befeech you by the ineeknefs ;aDd 
" gentkneft of ^rift,**; and fetch my ar*^ 
gUQgbents from the endearing condefcenfiont 
of his mercy and grace. 

Know then, O finners ! that, after, all 
the contempt you have thrown upon Irim, 
he is ftill willing to become your Saviourii 
Ungrateful as you have been, .he oii€c 
more opens his arms, and invites yo^ ta 
come unto him. — —He fends us forth this 
day, to call after you in his name, and to 
intrcat you in his ftead to be recancilcd tOk 
God. -; Beholdy in the gofpelroffer, he 
kys, aisit were, his crucified body in your 
wayy to ftop.you in your felf-dftftroying, 
courfe.— — ^And will you ftill prefs onward, 
^ and trample under foot the Son of God V^ 
Behold, his blood, like a mighty ri- 
ver, ffows between you and the place of 
torment : — ^And will you force your pa^ 
fa^ to the everlafting burnings through 
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«* ftay thou in alFtfee f^ftii'* '^ftee tW Hife' 
Saviour, " left thou be confumed.'* 

As for you who have already got with- 
in the wails of the city of refuge, I have 
bnc requelt to make to you, with which 
I fiiall conclude *. Come now and re- 
ceive the new teftament in Chrift's blood: 

O 2 For 

* This, and the four Sermons that immediately fol' 
lour, were preached at the celebratiofi of eur Lord's Sup- 
per. 
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— ^For confirming your faith, and increa- 
fing. your joy, he hath inftitutcd this vi- 
fible pledge of. his love, this external feal 
of his gracious, covenant; that, by the ele- 
ments of bread and wine, the appointed 
fyxnbols of his, broken body and fhed blood, 
he.nxight inveft his people with a full and 
tmalterable 4ght to all the bleifed fruits of 

his fufferings and death. ^And therefore, 

as you have. come to Chrift himfelf, yon 
may lawfully confider the invitation in my 
text as your warrant and call to come to his 
table; and may hope to find, in this holy 
facrffaent, ibnietlung of that refi^ or fpirir 
tu^ relief, which he is always ready to dif-. 
pe^e to thofe whp feel their need of it, smd 
w)^ know its worth. Amen. '.]' 
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ZeCH-ARIAH ix. 12. ' ^'r ' 

Turn ye to {he Jirong botd^ y^ prifi^^^^ 9fk9p^l 
even to-day do I declare^ that /, will render 
double unto thee. 

IN the 9th verfe. of thi& chapter, prpcla- 
mation is made, that the ,Meffiah is at 
hand;, and the church is called /upon to 
go forth, and to meet him with Joy. " Re- 
" joice greatly, O daughter of Zion j fho\it, 
" O daughter o? Jerufalem:' behold, thy 
" ^ing cometh unto thee;." And that the 
awe of his majefty might be ho bar to their 
joy, they are told, for their encouragement, 
that he comes in fuch a form of .conde* 
fcenfion and grace, as ferves rather to in- 
vite, than, forbid their approach to him: 
For, " He is juft, and having fajvation; 
*' lowly, and riding upon an afs, and uppn 

a colt, the fole of an afs."^ ^They are 

Q 3 further 
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further, aflured, in the loth verfe, that a^ 
the enfigns of his royalty differ fo widely 
from thofe which earthly monarchs ufe. 
fo her ih'all govern his fuhjedls, an^ fubdue 
his enemies, nor by external force, but by 
inward perfuafion; not by " the chariot- 
" the horfe^.-and^the battlcJ-bow;" for all. 
thcfe. ihall be *' fut. off j" but by the 
preaching * of thq golppl, accompanied witH 
the ppweiful" operation of nia Spirit,, which 
is emphatically called *^ fpeaking peace ^^- 
*' t:o the Heatljen :" in cojifequence wh^rQ^ 
of, r hik diminlon'^ .ffiall extend froih fdii 
^' to fea, and frbifi , the; river even to- the 
*^ Was of the>.arth.V— -— And' fo finifh",t:ne 
deJcripti6h\Qi tVis King of Zioh, it is aHdr 
63, m thq /i I'th YeHe, , tfiat th^' griclqu^ 
aim of his goveriimejat is,*' to fet men at 
liberty from the .Sfilett. flavery," and to re- 
leafe them '^rdih the morf; ignominious, cori- 
fiheiiie/itj^ ' 'by opening * ' tli6ir ^ prifon -'^o6ra, 
and " lendmg them torth out -or the. pit 

*' wherein is ' no water.'' This too' he is 

to perform in a way peculiarly endearing: 

he is * to purchafe their freedom with the 

price of his own blooa ; which, with great 

' • propriety. 
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fxopnetyi b fbffcdl" the bteod* 'ft? tht co- 
*^'v6n^pr,v*^x.«4^ i*^ ratified iiiid cdndrins that 
covenATii of giAce, wberdrjr fiiit»efs are rt^ 
inflated in thc'>fa*our'6f G»cl, and refcucd 
from tte poM«r of ^l Their ijpilitual ene- 
mies* -- 
•^The like repreientation h Jg^iren of the 
Meifiah, ^iab %\iu 6. 7/ ** l the Lord have 
** called thee in righteoufheft^ and will hoji 
i«"thinc hand^ and will ke^ thee, and give 
** theevfbr a covenant of the people, for a 
" light of the Gentiles; to open the blind 
*^ eyesf,:«oi>ritigout the p^-ifoiiers from the 
^v prifon,- amd them that fit in darknefs out 
" of the prifon^houfe.** And the Meffiah 
himiHf k intiiodliGed, \^/^?;^ Hu at the be* 
ginning, fpeaking t6 the fame purpbfe, fay- 
ing,-i-^" The (|)irit of the Lord God is upon 
** me, becaufe «he Lord hath anointed toe 
** to preach good tidings unto the meek, he 
^ hath fent me to bihd up the broken- 
^y hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap- 
** tives, and the opening of the prifon to 
** them that are bound.** 

In dl theie pafTages, he is plainly pointed 

Qnt to us in the charadlcr of a i\edeemer ; 

O 4 and 
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and as fuchr he iflues forth^the proclama- 
tion in my text: Turn ye to the Jlrong bdd^ 
ye prifpncrs of hope; even tfhday do I declare^ 
t^i I will render double unto tbee. 

In which words we have three things that 
deferve our notice. 

jfirfl^ A defcription of the peribns whom 
he comes to redeem : — ^They are prifoners of 
bdpe. 

i.dly^ The advice or command addref^ 
fed to them : -^ Turn ye to the Jlrong. bold. 
And, 

3^//Jf, A gracious and encouraging pro- 
mife : — Even to-day do I declare^ that I will 
render double unto tbee. 

I propofe, God willing, to make a few re-^ 
marks upon each of thefe particulars, and to 
conclude with an improvement fuited to the 
occafion of our prefeat meeting, 

Firjl^ The perfons to whom the com-* 
mand is addrcfTed, are called prifoners of 
hope. 

The defcription, you fee, 'is of a mixed 
nature ; it reprefents a ftate in the main 
bad, yet not fp wholly bad as to be paft rc» 

covcry. 
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covcry. ' \^e arc air b;f "natut« in a ftate of 
bondag^^'cbiKleinhed by the righteous fen- 
tence of the law, and Haves to Satan and 
our o^ii corruptibnsi ^:.^- By our apoftafy 
from Gc5d, We funk into a pit, where in- 
deed " there is no water :'* — There we fit 
** in darknefs, and in the ftiadow of death,'* 
deftitute of every thing that can afiPord real 
peace and joy to the foul — —But though 
this pit doth not yield any water, yet water 
may be brought into it. The dew of divine 
grace may defcend upon the prifoners, and 
** the day-fpring from on high" may vifit 
their dark abode, and guide th^in out of it 
into the way of peace and fafety.- — -Hence 
unconverted finiiers, though prifoners^ may 
properly be called prifoners of hope^ fo long 
as their life is continued upon earth. — — 
It is true, that if death furprife them in 
that ftate, they fhall then fink lower into 
another pit; of which it may be faid, with 
an awful exxiphafis, th^it there — "there is no 
" water:" — ^^it yields none; — it admits of 
none; — not one drop can be brought into 
it to cool the tongue.— But fo long as they 
live, theur cafe, though bad, is by no means 

hopelefs ; 



( 



tiS SERMON Vfru 

liopdefi; tbei9P is ▼ktne eooi^li in ^ the 
^ blood of tbe ccrreiunt'' to ikve them 3 itfMl 
though they 2X^ advBaced (9. th<, lad ftlge 
1^ im^ety, yet eren there Alongbty gnce 
caft reach th^n, aod fiiatch than-iibs 
brands out of the burning.— ^So that nn- 
der this general denomination of p n f ^n tn of 
bcfe^ every man or woman living upon 
earth is ipokento in my text*-*-*-*And isr 
deed the go(pel-call is addreiled to finnen 
indefinitely : — ^ Unto you, O men, I alB^. 
fays the Saviour, ^ and my voice is to the 
^ Ions of men.*'-r-^* Look unto me, and be 
** ikvcd, all ye ends <^ the earth."— —Node 
are excluded from the ofiers of mercy : h6 
invites all to come unto him; and /' him 
*^ who Cometh, be will in no wife caft 
" out.'' 

But more particularly, ^bt defcripdon 
feems to point at thofe who feel their jmA^ 
fery, and earneftiy look and lopg for d^ 
verance. — Many, alas ! are lying in the 
pit of an unconverted ftatc, without /any 
fenfe or feeling of their woe ; the darkne6 
is fb thick around them, that they fee not 
|the fetters by which they are bound. -~^ 

Now, 
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Nowi fuc)i muft ueceflarily put away from 
thqmfejjy^q . i^yery oflFer of Jiberty, fayijigi 
in the. fcgrnful language of the Pharifees^ 
^* .We Jl?f .AtiraJham's feed^ aud were never 
^*. in tfOPdage. to any fuan: how fay eft thou 
^* thea, l^e.lhall be madefVee?" — 1 there- 
for^ reckon, that fenfible finners, humble 
jconvinced. fouls, are fpoken to for their en- 
couragerpent under this defigqation of jfrrA- 
foners of bope^ not only to diftinguifh thctft 
from thofe who are gpne to the pit where 
there : is no hope } but even from others, 
who, though they iUU dwell in the land of 
hope, yet^ in fonae refpedls, may be repu<» 
ted in a^hopelefs condition} becaufe their 
pride and infehfibility put them out of tha 
way of help and deliverance. Whereas 
they who haVe got an ^edUng view of their 
guilt and m^fery, lie, as it were, in the very 
ro^d of n^ercy ; nay, the more painful their 
feelings are, die greater likelihood there is 
of a gracious and fpeedy relief : He whofe 
office it is ** to bind up the broken-hearted, 
^* and to proclaim Ubeity to the captives,'* 
will neither deny them his aid, nor defer 
fheir relief one moment beyond the time 

he 
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he knows to be bell for them. And there* 
fore finners of this fort may^ with peculiar 
propriety, be called prifoncrs of hope \ be- 
caufe, whatever their own apprehenfions are, 
Chrift certainly looks upon them as his pro- 
per charge, ancf invites them to caft all their 
burdens upon himfelf, in thefe fweet con- 
defcending words, " Come unto me, all ye 
^ that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
** will give you reft" 

By prifoncrs of bope^ then, we may under- 
{tand, more generally, all finners, without 
exception, who are within the reach of di- 
vine mercy ; and more efjpecially tho(e who 
are fuing for mercy, imder the felt burden 
of fin and mifery. 

But I add farther, that even they who 
have obtained mercy, feem likeWife to be 
included in the defcription of my rexL— — 
The connedlion of this with the preceding 
verle, leads me to this remark ; and, I ap- 
prehend, lays a folid foundation for it ; for 
the perfons who are fpoken to in this verfe, 
are evidently the fame who were fpoken of 
in the preceding one; and yet here they 
are denominated prifoncrs of kope^ though 

juft 
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juft before it was faid of them, ** that by 
" the blood of the covenant they were fent 
" :forth out of the pit wherein is no water ;'* 
that is, cleanfed from their guilt, and deli- 
vered from the darknefs and mifery of an 
unconverted ilate» 

I need not obferve to you, that the pre- 
fent condition of believers upon earth, . is 
neither a (late of perfeft liberty, nor of un-^ 
interrupted peace.' Thefe are the blefled 
ingredients which conftitute the happinefs 
of the Zion aboYfe; but whilft they fojourn 
in this ftrange. land, they, are liable to va- 
rious and painful diftreflei^rr-r — Even after 
they have received " the Spirit of adoption," 
they may feel fuch returns of the " fpirit 
" of bondage," as fhall oblige them to cry. 
out with David, — " My fpirit is overwhelm- 
** ed within me: — Attend unto my cry, O 
" God, for I am brought very low : — Bring 
** my foul out gf prifon, that I may praife- 
** thy name/' 

The remembrance of pad guilt, the pre- 
fent feeling of indwelling corruption, the 
hidings of God's face, and the aflaults and 
bufFetings of their fpiritual enemies, are all 

fo 
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ib many different prifon^, in- wWclf th^ 
deareft of .Gocf ^ cMIdred may W &««• tifT 
for a feaftto* A«d we fitt^ Ibiz^ of^ nhtnQf 
recorded in holy writj •wh^i"^d«riag tlwf 
time of this fpiritUal coni^eloeient,' have Mt 
fuch exquifite agony, that' i»*ith diffi€titty 
they have been kept from razing the foun- 
dation, and quitting all hope;— -Sb^h was the 
cafe of Afaph when he thus expreffed himfHF 
in the 77th Pfalmr >* I remembered.Ood, atni^ 
" was troubled: — ^I am fo troubled, that't 
" cannot fpe^k. — ^Will the Ldrd caft off fdi<^ 
^' ever? will he be favoural^le tio ttiore? U^ 
•* his mercy ^kan gone forever? doth hii^ 
" promife fail for evermore? Hat^ God fot^ 
•* gotten to be gracious ? hath he in angB? 

** Ihut up his tender mercies ?*' • And bcrW 

diftreffing muft we fuppofe the cafe of He^ 
man to have been, when it drew from hini' 
fuch mournful complaints as'thefe: — ^^ iSJy* 
** foul is full pf trouble, and my life d^iw-t* 
" eth nigh unto the grave:— Thou haft laid?' 
*' me in the loweft pit, in dafkbefs, in the 
" deeps: — ^Lord! why cafteft thou off my 
" foul ? why hideft thou thy face from nib ^ 
** I am ajfflided, and ready to die from my 

" youth 
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«*: youth «p^ wMle 1 fuflfer thy terrors, I am 
*^diftt»6Ud V ti^y ^ftt wrath goeth oycr^^ 
*• me* j 'thy^terroi'8 haye cot me off/* 

Th^fe iftr^g exakipks are fhfBcicfnt ta 
ppo^s^ that there fere iithtt- prifiras befides 
tb« pie of an uiioon'vcrtcd ftate : Prifonar 
wbere-thtofe who are near and deiair to Gcsdi 
mayi fop^ti44fc and h61y-re^on8, futfet a tem- 
poiary coti&Mment ^ on* account of which 
dMdyilkaybe juftly denominated /r^wrj ^^ 



And if ib, then my tejtt fpea^s diredHy 
to every ibul in this affembly ; and the ad- 
vice it gives to each of you is this t 

Turn ye to the ftrong bold^ ye prifoners of 
hope. And this is the 

Second branch of the fubjedl, which I am 
iKnv to confider. > 

hy xhtjftrerfg t^d to which we are ex- 
horted to turn, is undottbtedly meant *^ the 
** blood of' the covenant,** fpoken of in the 
preceding verfe ; or rather the new coveninr 
itfelf, ratified and fealed by the blood of 
Ghrift. 

Thi^ indeed is ^ firing holdi an impreg- 

sable 




224 SE R M 0>N VTII. 

nablc defence ta all: nho flee.- tp it for re- 
fuge : It is ^' an • everlafting covenant^ or- 
" (iered in all things and fure," — ^Hcre an 
e£Fedual fupply is to be found for all the 
iinner^s wants and necei&ties ; — ^an infinite 
facrifice to expiate his guilt ;-e— all-conquer* 
ing grace to fubdue his corruptions ; — ^uner- 
ring wifdom to guide him :• — ^irrefiftible power, 
to protecEl him ; — unbounded gopdnefs to re- 
lieve his prefent needs, and to crown, him 
with glory and . happinefs hereafter. — In 
ihort, *^ the whole fulnefs of the Godhead*' 
is treafured up in the Mediator of this.CQve-- 
nant ; and " he is made of God*' unto all , 
who believe on him, " wifdom, and righ- 
*^ teoufnefs, and fandUfication, and redemp- 
" tion/' 

But inftead of enlarging upon th? de- 
fcription of this Jlrong bold^ I reckon it of 
greater importance to explain . the advice 
here given to the prifoners of bope^ which is 
the proper work and duty of the day ; Turn 

ye to the Jirong bold. But how are we to 

do this ? 

i^, We mull turn our back upon every 
thing elfe, and abandon all other means 

of 
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of deliverance, as refuges of lies, which will 
miferably difappoint thofe who expedl re- 
lief from them. Particularly, we muft 

renounce our own righteoufnefs, and jplead 
guilty in the prefence of a holy God, ac- 
knowledging, that we {land juftly condemn* 
cd by the tenor of the firft covenant, and 
are neither able of ourfelves to give any fa- 
tisfadlion for pad offences, nor to yield an 
acceptable obedic;nce for the future. — " They 
" that be whole," faid our bleffed jSaviour, 
" need no phyfician, but they that are fick." 
—The natural pride of our hearts oppofeth 
*ur feeking aid from any thing without 
ourfelves ; nay, fuch is our difaffedkion to 
the great God, that even when aid appears 
fieceflary, we would rather be indebted for 

it to any other than to him. 1 believe t 

may venture to affirm, that the gofpel-fanc- 
ttiary is always the finner's laft relort ; and 
it is not till we are " fhut up unto the faith,*' 
as the Apoftle expreffeth it, that is, hedged 
jn on every fide by an abfolute defpair of 
fdief from any creature, that we come to 
think in good earned of feeking it from 

Chrift. This then is the firft thing im- 

VoL. I. P plied 
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plied in turning to the Jirong hold^ that we 
turn our back upon every thing clfe.— 
It further imports, in the 

7.d place. That we turn pur eyes to this 
flrong bold^ and narrowly examine the fecu- 
rity it affords. 

The true flight of a foul to the Lord Je- 
fus Cbrift, is not a raih and precipitate ad- 
TentHre, but the refult of ferious and ma- 
ture deliberation: it is jiot curiofity, but 
prefling neceffity, that fets the foul in mo- 
tion. The awakened finner fees the avenger 
of blood ready to feize upon him \ and 
hearing of a Jirong bold^ ereded by infinite 
wifdom and grace, for the protection and 
fafety of perfons in his fituation, he anxi- 
oufly inquires into the truth of this report, 
and ufeth every means in his power to get 
certain information of it. 

This, my brethren, is an effential part of 

the duty here itijoined. I cannot tell 

you of what importance it is to get dear 
and diftinc^ apprehenfions of the gofpcl- 
covenant,^ that Jirong bold pointed out to us 
in my text. 

We Ihould not only endeavour to know 

what 



SERMON VIII. 2%^ 

t^hat we are allowed to expeft fronj it, but 
likewife to fee the firmndfs of that founda^ 
tion upon which our faith and hope muft 

ftand. A wavering hope may balance 

a wavering apprehenfion of danger, but will 
not anfwer the neceflities of an awakened 
finner. But when we come to fee that thi$ 
^rong hold is built upon the Rock of a- 
ges, ^nd fupported by pillars of invincible 
ftrength, even all the perfedlions of an un- 
changeable God; — or, to drop the allufion, 
when we fee that this covenant, which pro- 
mifes every bleffing we need, is a fure, a 
permanent, and irrevocable deed, confirm- 
ed by the oath of the great I AM^ and feal- 
ed with the blood of his own dear Son, " in 
** whom all the promifes are yea and amen:'* 
here the foul finds fomething to lean upon ; 
its anxious fears begin to vanifh; it now 
knows with certainty where relief is to be 
found. 

Having thus difcovered the (lability of 
the covenant, and that it is iii all refpedls 
fuch 2iJlrong hold as we need, the 

3^ and principal thing required is, That 
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wc adlually flee to it, and improve it for all 
the purpofes for which it was inteiKled. 

The two former advices I gave you, were 
only preparatory to this laft and moft im- 
portant ftep, which is the fum and fubftancb 
of the duty here enjoined, Turn ye to the 
firong holdy ye prifoners of hope. 

You who are lying in the prifon of an 
unconverted ft ate, come hitherto this fanc- 
tuary, whofe gates ftand open to receive 
you : " It is a faithful faying, and worthy 
" of all acceptation, that Jefus Chrift came 
** into the world to fave finners :'* He hath 
fhed that blood which ".cleanfeth from all 
" fin," and hath fealed that gracious and 
wellrordered covenant, which offers pardon 
and eternal life to every penitent beUeving 
finncr. — And now ** all things are ready** 
for your reception and entertainment : Tho 
Father is ready to embrace you ; Chrift is 
ready to wafh you in his blood ; the Spirit 
is ready to heal your difeafed natures ; an- 
gels are ready to rejoice at your return ; and 
we, as the fervants of this King of Zion, 
are ready to welcome you into the family — 
rf Cod, and do now exhort and praj^^ 

you» 
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you, in Chrift's ftead, " tx) flee for rcfiige, 
** to lay hold on the hope fet before you." 
This is the call of my text to unconverted 
iinners. 

N As to the other prifonersMf hope I fpoke 
of, who, though they are refcued from the 
pit wherein is no water, yet find their fouljl 
caft down within them, and, . by reaibn 
of various difcouragements, cannot enjoy 
** the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made 
^* them free :'* 

The call to you is, Turn again to tbejlrong 
holdy and once more look to " the Rock 
** that is higher than you." — The Redeemer 
in whom you truft, is mighty to fave ; •" all 
** power is committed to him in heaven and 
** in earth ;" and he is conftituted " head 

** over all things for his church/!. " It 

<\ hath pleafed the Father, that in him all 
*• falnefs Ihould dwell j" and the whole ful- 
ncfs of the Godhead is treafured up in him, 
for this veryl end, that he may difpenfe to 
his people iiich gracious fupplies as their 
various cafes and circumftances may re- 
quire. Ye are not ftraitened in him, be 
not " ftraitened in your own bowels." 

P 3 Might 
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Might Iftay to examine your particular 
complaints^ I believe I could fhow you that 
there is fomething in the covenant to an- 
fwer them all. He who brought you* out 
of the pit of an unconverted ftate, can ea- 
lily deliver you from every other prifon, 
Wliat furnace can confume thofe who are 
fprink;ed with that blood which hath al- 
ready quenched the fire of incenfed juftice ? 
He who " bore your fins in his own body 
** upon the tree," will not fufier you to fink 
under the weight of them : He who " fuf- 
^* fered, being tempted," will certainly fuo- 
cour you who are tempted : — He who, un- 
der the hidings of his Father's face, cried 
out upon the crofs, " My God ! my God ! 
♦* why haft thou forfaken me ?" cannot fail 
to fympathife with his people in the like 
circumftances ; — and he whofe own '' fouL 
^^ was exceeding forrowful, even unto death,'' 
will, in due time, communicate that joy to 
you, the want of which was fo painful to 
himfelf. If Chrift is indeed precious in your 
elleem ; if you can fay, without known 
guile, that your whole dependence is upon 
him, and him alone j then ^onow, that he 
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k equal to all the truft you can put in himj 
and he is faithful who hath faid, — Even to- 
day do 1 declare ^ that I will render double untQ 
thee. And this is the 

Third and laji branch of the text. Upon 
which I Ihall oflFer a very few remarks, and 
then conclude. 

ly?, I would obferve, that the promife 
itfelf is moft gracious, / will render double 
unto thu. We meet with the fame expret- 
fion, Ifaiah Ixi. 7. where I think the mean- 
ing of it is plainly afcertained : " For your 
** fliame ye Ihall have double ; and for con- 
** fufion they fhall rejoice in their portion : 
*' therefore in .their land they ihall poflefs 
" the double : everlafting joy fhall be unto 

" them.'* ^The chapter is introduced 

with that grand defcription of the Me(fiah*5 

office, which I formerly quoted : ^" The 

** fpirit of the Lord God is upon me," &c. 

^The redemption of the Jews from the 

Babylonilh captivity, and their return to 
their own land, appear from the fequel of 
the chapter to have been the events which 
|:he Prophet had more immediately in his 
P 4 eye. 
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eye. But we ihall not be able to doubt that 
he looked a great deal farther, even to that 
^ritual redemption which Chrift was to* 
atchieve for his church, if we turn over to 
the 4th chapter of Luke^ 21ft verfe, where 
our bleffed Lord, after reading this paflagc 
in the fynagogue at Nazareth, made parti* 
cular appUcation of it to himfelf, in theft 

remarkable words : ^ This day is this 

^ Scripture fulfilled in your ears/' 

Hence it is obvious, that what the Prophet 
fays in the yth verfe, v/z. for " your fhame 
^^ ye ihall have double," &c. falls to be un- 
derftood in a Ipiritual fenfe too ; and the 
meaning of it is, that the ranfbmed of the 
Lord iliall not only be freed from bondage, 
and refcued from the hands of their fpiri- 
tual enemies, but fhall likewife be advanced 
to fuch honour and happinefs, as fhall wipe 
off all the ihame of their fervitude, and fill 
them with the moft tranfporting joy. 

In the 90th Pfalmj at the 15 th verfe, 
Mo&s, the man of God, prays for the church ^ 
in thefe terms: " Make us glad, accoirding 
** to the days wherein thou hafl afHicled 
^' us, and the years wherein we have ieen 

"grief." 
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" grief/' -He only alks joy in prt^artian 

to ^e grief they had felt : — but the bounty 
of our gracious Lord doth far exceed the 
prayers and expeiflatipns of hii ierrants ; 
for here he fay«, I will render unto th^e, 
not barely according to, or in proportion to 
thy former fuflPerings, but I will render 
double unto thee. — Even in this life, he may 
pour into your fouls fuch nrieafures of joy 
and confolation, as fhall noc only balance 
your paft forrows, but far outweigh them^ 
and caufe them to appear very light and 
inconfiderable. — At any rate, he will ren- 
der unto you double in another world : — all 
tears fliall there be wiped away from your 
eyes ;-r-your light afflidHons, which are but 
for a moment, are, in the mean time, work- 
ing for you a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory ; — and, ere long, ** you 
** ftiall return and come to Zion, with fongs 
** and everlafting joy upon your heads ; — 
*' then ftiall you obtain joy and gladneis, and 
*' forrow and fighing fliall flee away." 
I would iurther obferve to you, in the 
2d place. That the comfort of this pro- 
mife is greatly heightened by the manner 

of 
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of publifhing it : Even to-day do I declare^ 
It is uttered with great folemnity, and ex- 
prefled in the moft refolred and peremptory 
manner. — I do not fay it (lightly, — I declare 
it J — I pledge the credit both of my power 
and faithfulnefs, to make it good. 

The circumflance of time too makes a 

remarkable addition. 1 declare it even 

6j-£/iyr;— in this dark and cloudy day, when 
your mifgiving minds are meditating no- 
thing but terror. Even on this day^ when 

the event is moft unlikely, I give you the 
promife of complete deliverance ;. — to-day^ 
when your hearts are emptied of felf-con^ 
fidence, when every other refuge fails, I 
give you my word, my oath, to lay hold 
upon ;— and I do it to-day^ whilft your feel- 
ings are moft painful, that the depth of 
your diftrefs may help you ;to form fome 
conception of the high joy that awaits you 
at that happy time when I Jball render double 
unto thee. 

But I apprehend, there is ftill an emphaiis 
in thefe words to-day^ beyond any thing I 

have yet mentioned. Here God, as it 

were, prefixes a date to his promife, which, 

in 
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in human obligations, has always been 
judged an eflential formality : — as if he had 
faid, Let it be recorded, that on this day I 
have pafled my word for your falvation ; 
for though I need no tokens to remind me 
of my everlafting purpofes of grace, — yet 
as you need them to .ftrengthen your faith 
and hope, — therefore, in pity of your weak- 
nefs, I give you every kind of fecurity you 
can afk from one another. — Let it then be 
remembered, that to-day^ I declare^ I will 
render double unto thee. 

Upon the whole, then, let me once 
more repeat the call in my text. Turn ye to 
the Jlrong bold^ ye prifoners of hope. — Bring 
all your cares, your doubts, your temp- 
tations, to that mighty Saviour, on whom 

your help is laid.- He hath declared 

to you, in his word, that be will render 
unto you double; " for what things foever 
^' wer^ written aforetime, were written 
" for our learning, that we, through pa- 
" tience and comfort of the Scriptures, 

" might have hope.*' The promife, 

^hpugh addrefled to believers many ages 

ago. 
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ago, extends even to ns; becanfe he who 
made the promife is always ^ in one 
•* mind;'" — ^ the fame yefterday, to-day, 

*' and for ever." Nay, fo great is his 

condeicenflon, that he is juft now willing 
to have it dated afrefh under one of the 
authentic feals of his covenant. 

Let us then, my brethren, humbly adore 
the goodnefs of God which hath provided 
lb liberally for the relief and comfort of 
the prifoners of hope ; — and in the entrance 
to the folemn fervice of this day, let us 
look up to him who is " the God of hope ;'* 
praying in the words which his own Spirit 
hath indited, that he would >* fill us with 
^ all joy and peace in believing, that we 
^ may abound in hope, through the power 
« oftheHolyGhoft" Jmen. 
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I Peter, ii. 25. 

Tor ye were asjheep going ajlray ; btd are now 
returned unto the Shepherd and Bijhop of your 
fouls. 

HUMILITY is both the ftrength and 
beauty of the foul ; it is its beft 
defence, as well as its faircft ornament. 
*' Happy is the man that feareth always; 
" but he that hardeneth his heart, fhall fall 
" into mifchief:** — ^** for Cxod refifteth the 
" proud, but giveth grace to the humbler' 
No fooner had David faid, " I fliall never 
" be moved,** than he fuddenly experienced 
a fad reverfe of fortune, and found caufe 
to utter that mournful complaint, " Thou 
*^ didft hide thy face, and 1 was troubled." 
Various means have been employed in 
every age of the church, to banifh pride 
' from the hearts of men^ and to beget and 
cherilh that lowlinefs of mind which be- 
comes dependent guilty creatures. This 

was 
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wis the obvious tendency of the moll 
folemn rites under the old difpenfation* 
The annual facrifice of the pafchal lamb, 
befides its typical ufe, or reference to thd 
great atonement, had likewife an import- 
ant moral fignification ; and the leffons it 
taught were humility and gratitude. " It 
** fhall come to pafs," faid Mofes, by the 
command of God, ** that when your chil- 
** dren fhall fay unto you, What mean you 
** by this fervice? ye fliall fay. It is the 
** facrifice of the Lord's pafTover, who 
** pafled over the^houfes of the children 
*' of Ifrael in Egypt, when he fmote the 
** Egyptians, and delivered our houfes," 
—In like manner, when they brought the 
firft fruits as an offering to the Lord, 
which was another folemnity that return- 
ed every year, the form of dedication was 
prefcribed in thefe words, (Deut. xxvi. 5, 
6, ^-c.) " A Syrian ready to perifh was 
" my father, and he went 4own into 
" Egypt, and fojourned there with a few, 
** and became there a nation, great, migh- 
^* ty,. and populous. And the Egyptians 
** evil entreated us, and afflicted us, and 

; « laid 
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" laid upon us hard bondage. And when 
" we cried unto the Lord God of our fa- 
" thers, the Lord heard our voice, and 
^^ looked on our afflidlion, and our labour^ 
" and our oppreffion. And the Lord 
** brought us forth out of Egypt, with a 
•* mighty hand, and with an outftretch- 
" ed arm, and with great terriblenefs, 
" and with figns, and with wonders. And 
" he hath brought us into this place, and 
" hath given us this land, even a land 
" that floweth with milk and honey. And 
*' now behold, I have brought the firfl: 
" fruits of the land, which thou, O Lord, 
" haft given me." 

Thus did God train up his ancient people 
^^ to ferve him with reverence, and to re- 
" joice before him with trembling." Their 
thank-offerings, as well as their oblations 
for fin, obliged them to recognife the mean- 
nefs of their original, and the ignominious 
fervitude, from which God had redeemed 
them ; and every adt of worlhip taught them 
to fay, " Who am I, O Lord God, and 
" what is my houfe, that thou haft brought 
*• me hitherto ?" 

The 
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> 
The ordinances of gittce in the New-Te{l 

lament church breathe the fame fpirit, and 
dictate the fame language ; nay, thej do it 
with greater force and energy. 

The gofpel-paflbver, which we are this 
day to celebrate, commemorates a deliver- 
ance from fpiritual thraldom; of which 
the releafe of the Jews from the Egyptian 
yoke, affords but a faint and imperfeA 
emblem. 

In thofe complicated fufferings which 
were the price of our redemption, we not 
only difcover the unfearchable riches of 
divine love, but we likewife behold the 
full demerit of fin, and all the horrors of 
that mifery into which we had plunged 
ourfelves by our fatal apoftafy : fo that our 
triumph in the great falvation, by recall- 
ing to our minds the low and helplefs ftatc 
in which mercy found us, gives check to 
every felf-exalting thought, and conftrains 
us to afcribe to the free and unmerited fa- 
vour of God, the fole, the undivided, 
praife of all that we have, or hope to en- 
joy- 
To thofe views, and to this becoming 

exercife. 
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exercife, we are naturally; led by the words 
of my textj which have frequently occur- 
red to me as a moft proper form of addrefs- 
for introducing communicants to the table 
of their Lord:— ^ — Te were as Jbeep going 
qftray; but are now returned to the Jhepberd 
and bijbop of your fouls. 

Thefe two widely different ftates, — What 
you once were by nature, and what you 
now are by grace, — I propofe to illuftrate 
in the fequel of this difcourfc ; from both 
which we may, with eafe and certainty, 
difcover what frame and temper of heart beft 
fuit our attendance upon this great Chris- 
tian folemnity. Let me then call upon 

believers in Chrift ; for to them, and to them 
<>nly, fuch language can .be addreffed: Let 
me call upon them, in the 

jF/V;^ place, Serioufly to review their for- 
mer condition, when tbey^ as well as others, 
ivere asf^eep going ajlray. 

The fitnefs of this^ fin^litude to exhibit 
the natural ftate of mankina, may juftly 
be inferred from the frequent ufe that is 
made of it in the facred writings^. I Ihall 

Vol. J. Q^ ngt 
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nor attempt to trace ottt the refembknce in 
all its extent ; but fome parts of it are fo 
ftriking and cxprefSve, that to overlook 
them altogether, or ffven flightly to regard 
them^ would either betray very grofs infen- 
fibility, or a pcrvcrfe contempt of the divine 
condefcenfion. 

Thus, a flieep that hath forfaken the 
good pafture, and ftrayed into the parched 
and barren wiHernefs, prefents to us, in 
the ftrongefi. and moft afiedling light, an 
emblem of indigence, perplexity, and dit- 

Appointment. Now, fuch is the (late of 

every natural man: " vanity and vexa- 
" tion of fpirit,'' are his portion; he re- 
fembles one ** who dreameth, and behold 
" he eateth; but he awaketh, and his foul 
" is empty .'^ Difappointed in every pur- 
fuit, he goes from place to place, ever 
repeating the anxious queftion, JVbo ivitl 
Jhow me any good? There is a void within 
him thit the world cannot fill; the flefli, 
after all the provifion he can make for it, 
Hill cries with " th6 horfeletech, Give, 
** give;*^ and like ** the fire or the grave, 
" never faith, It is enough." All the crea- 
tures 
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♦ures are to him, what the hniks were to the 
prodigal ; they yield a monlcntary relief, 
but no real nourifhmfent : he endeatvours to 
feed upon them ; ** but ftill he hath appe- 
" tite, his foul is faint," and he perifheth 
with hunger. 

Again, this figurative reprefentation de-» 
notes a ftate of danger as well as of in- 
digence and diflktisfadlion. 'f ew animals 
are befet with more enemies than fheep j ' 
and perhaps none are pofiefled of kfs cun- 
ning to elude, or of lefs courage to refill 
them. Their fafety depends eritirely upon 
the fliepherd's care: fbr if they wander 
beyond the reach df his protecting arm, 
they becomfe at once, to every ravenous 
beaft not only a tempting, but an eafy prey. 
With what awful precifi:dh doth this part 
of the fim'?litude exhibit to us the ftate of 
unconverted fihners ! Their fpiritual ene- 
mies are both numerous and mighty ; the 
-fubtilty of the ferpent, and the ftrengt.i of 
the lion, are but faint reprefentatidns of 
their craft and power : yet fuch is the 
prefumption of carnal men, fo fatal the 
fecurity of thofe who are far from God, 
0^2 that, 
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that, inftead of avoiding their blood-thirfty 
foes, they roam without fear through their 
moft frequented haunts, and rufli headlong 
into thofe fnares that are laid for their de- 
ftrudlion. 

Once more : Though Iheep are not the 
only creatures that are prone to wander, 
yet it may juftly be affirmed of them, that 
they, of all others, difcover leaft fagacity 
in finding the way back to the place from 
whence they ftrayed j fo that in them we 
likewife behold a proper and mod defcrip- 
tive emblem of man's helplefe and impo- 
tent ftate by nature, and of his utter ina- 
bility, by any efforts of his own, to regain 

his primeval happinefs and glory. That 

the Apoftle intended to convey this idea, 
is more than probable, from the form of 
his expreflion in the latter part of the verfe j 
where, fpeaking of the recovery of wan- 
dering finnenj, he doth not fay. Ye have 
returned^ as if by their own fagacity they 
had difcovered their error, and then redli- 
fied it by the adlivity of their own natural 
powers : but it deferves our notice, that he 
puts the word into the paflive voice, ye 

are 
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fire returned ; that is, converted^ or caufed 
to return ; as the fame word is* dfewherc 
rendered. For what our Lord faid to his 
firft difciples, may be addrefTed to believers 
in every age of the church : ^ Ye have 
" not chofen me, but I have chofen you :'' 
— ^^ It is God that worketh in us both to 
^ will and to do, of his good pleafure :"— r 
** By grace we are fkved, through faith; 
^ and that not of ourfelves, it is the gift 
" of God." Nor can any words be con- 
ceived more abfblute and decifive than 
thefe, which were uttered by Chrift him- 
felf: "No man cometh unto me^ except 
** the Father which hath fent me, draw 
^ him;* 

In all thefe particulars, the refemblance 
can be traced with a critical exadlnefs* But 
ftill there remains one other ingredient in 
man's apoftafy from God, to which the 
fimilitudc, comprehenfive as it is, cannot 
be extended ; the fatal- ingredient I mean i? 

A j(heep gone aftray is an qbje6l of pity 

rather than of blame ; the owner feels no 

amotion of anger againft the .fimple wan- 

0^3 derer: 
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<|erer; b^, doth not, view it as faulty, but 
aa unfoituiiat^ : . he therefore feek^ it with 
anxiety ; and when he hath found it, fxy 
far is he from pumfhing it as a criminal, 
that he cherifheth it as a iufferer, takes it 
tenderly into his arnois, aiid brings it hoaie> 

with joy. Whereas, in our departure 

from God, every crime is united that can 
render us loathfome and odious in his fight» 
Man's apofiafy was the effedl, not of weak- 
ne£s, but of wilfulnefs : the guilt that lieth 
upon us is nothing lefs tl^an proud and ob* 
ftin^te rebellion ; — rebellion black^ed witk 
the vileft ingratitude ;— unprovoked rebel- 
lion againd the Father of our fpirits, and 
the former of our bodies, the God in whom 
we live, the generous Author of thofe di- 
itinguiflied gifts, which, by the mod impi- 
ous abufe, we have turned into hoftile wea^ 
pons againil himfelf. 

Such monflers, my brethren, are all un- 
converted finners. Happy ! thrice happy 
they ! of whom it can only be faid, Such 
indeed ye were; " but ye are waftied, ye 
" are fandiified, ye are juftified, in the name 
^ of the Lord Jefus, and by the ipirit of 

** our 
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*' our God.'' — ^To you, O beferers, my text 
is ad4refled :. look back to tke wafte ' ani 
Ifcowliag wildernefti, ^ tpT the Kons dieh&/ 
** and the mountains ^of: leopards," where 
lately you wandered, " htmgry and hard 
^ beftead/' furiSQunded with enemies, and 
UH^le to refill thenii— — Now,, that yea* 
are eftablifhed upon that Rock of ages^ 
againft which the \gatea of hell fliall never 
prevail, it cau furely do you ao harm tQ 
call your eye downward to the horrible pit^ 
and the miry clay, where you were ready 
tp^ perifh, when merey iijterpc^d^. '«id 
brought you feafonible belief ;—K)h the con- 
trary, the remembrance ot the dangers you 
have efcaped, will heighten your gratitude, 
and only add folemnity to your prefent joy, 
while from the humbling review of what 
you were by nature, I lead you to the 
contemplation . of what you are by grace. 
Which was the h 

Second tlAng propofed in the method:— 
Xc are now returned unto the Jbepberd and 
bi/hap of your fouls. 

The progrefs of a finner in his return to 
Q 4 ' God 
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God waa. formerly deicrib^d, when I open^ 
ed the import of thefe kind inyitations, 
^ Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
^ are he^vy laden*;" and, ** Turn ye to 
*^ the ftrong hold, ye prifoners of hope f .'* 
My prefent aim is, to comfort the fouls 
of thofe who have already complied with 
the heavenly call, and to congratulate them 
upon the happy change that is wrought 
in their condition. Hail, ye blefled of the 
Lord! 

Ye are returned to Him who came from 
heaven to earth, " to feek and to fave 
^^ that which was loft ;*' who, though in- 
finitely offended by your criminal apoftafy, 
hath himfelf made atonement for your paft 
wanderings, and expiated your guilt with 
his own precious blood : ^* He was wound- 
*• ed for your tranfgreflions, and bruifed 
^^ for your iniquities, that by his ftripes 
ye might be healed.'* " This is ^ that 
good fhepherd, who laid down his life 
^> for the Iheep ;■ ' — ^who ** was made fin 
^* for us, .though he knew no fin, that we 
" might be made the righteoufnefs of God 
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^ in him If'*— who " fuiflfered, the juft ^^r\ 
*^ the unjuft, that, he might bring ,us to 
** God/' with fiUal boldnefs, in the humble, 
yet allured hope, that w.e Ihall ** obtain 
** mercy^ and find grace to help in every 
" time of need.*^ — 

Ye are returned to Him,-^who not only 
bore your griefs, and carried your forrows, 
but hath- iikcwife conquered all your ene- 
mies, and triumphed over them, as the 
chofen head and reprefentative of his people. 
He hath in his own perfon " fpoiled priii-' 
** cipalitie3 and powers ;'* and his fuccefs is 
^ pledge pf your final vidlory over them. 
Annoy you they may, .bttt they cannoe 
hurt you ; by the blood of the Lamb you 
likewife Ihall overcome. Ere long " the 
^* God of peace Ihall bruife Satan under 
*' your feet," and put that new fong into 
your mouth, •* Now is come ialvation, and 
^* ftrength, and the kingdom of our God, 
" and the power of his Chrift ; for the ac- 
" cufer of the brethren is caft down, who 
" accufed them before our God, day and 
.« night." 

Yf are returned to Him,- — who will hence-, 

forth 
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forth watch over you with peculiar care, 
aad guard you as his property which he 
pUFchafed with his blood. ^ This Jbepjbdrd 
^^ of Ifrael^ this bi/bopy this everfeer of fbulsi 
♦loever flijunber^ nor fleeps.''^ — Many feafbn*- 
»able, though unknown deliverances, did he 
work for you, even while you ungratefully 
defpifed and rejected him. Often did ha 
plu^you out Qf th6-jaws..of the bear and 
die lion, before you were acquainted with 
him, or had any thought of craving hi« 
prot^iSEon ; but now his eye is continualij 
upon you, hiis'ear is at, all times open to 
your cry, his ei^erlafling arms are ai;oupd 
and underneath you ; and therefore you 
may boldly fay,— *f The Lord is my light, 
** and my falvation, whom flaall- 1 fear ? The 
*'- Lord is the ftreagth of my life, of whom 
*' fball I be afraid ? Behold, God is my fal- 
" vation; I will truft, and not be afraid: 
" for the Lord Jehovah is my ftrength 
** and my fong ; he alfo is become my faK 
^ vation." 

Ye are returned to Him, — who hath not 
only almighty power to guard you. againft 
danger, but infinity compafliOTL likcwife to 

fympathife 
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iympathy^ with 70a in all your ^lOrtGes^ 
and tQ comfort you in ^11 your forrewa.— ' 
He i$. m^^Jn ^od merciful^ pa(ient a&d 690^ 
defcendimg: ^^:He gather^ the lambs iFfids^ 
^^ his armsi and carries chem^in his hofoaXf 
** auij gently le*ds thofe that aw with 
*^ young." He pities their infirmirieaf and 
pardons their errors.; he- fpares tJiem'^^^hen 
they are weary, and attends, th^m wiheh they 
are fick: nay, whaH no other ; fhepher^ caiv 
do, he ixnpaits ftrgngi^ to the fain(, : an<| 
health tp tim difeafed;; and not: Q^^j hfh 
flows food, but gives them an appetite to 
feed upon it : he alfo blelTeth their proviii^, 
and cauletk it. to nouriih. them. 

What (hall I fay more ? This Jk^hcrd 
and bi/bop of fouls continues to be their 
guardian even , until death ; neither doth he 
leave them at that awful period, but enters 
with theni into the deep and darkfome vale, 
fupports them with " his ftaff,".and fo'^ com- 
*' forts them» with the rod of his ftrength,'* 
that they ** walk thpough it with dignity, 
" and fear no evil, becaule he is with them*" 
Many of the faints have been remarkably 
honoured in this reipedl ; even fome, " who 

** through 
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^ thrmtigh fear ot death were ail dbor fife 
^ kmg ibbjed to boodagc/* Iuitc, in cbcir 
lateft moaents, been enabled to trinmi^ 
<Krer this kii^ of tcrrony and to lay with 
the Apoftle Paul, ^ O deaths where is thy 
•• fting ? O grave, where is thy Ti^my ? 
^ The iling of death is fin ; and the ftrength 
^ of fin is the law. Bnt thanks be unto 
^ God^ who giveth us the Tictoiy, through 
^ Jefns Chrift oar Lord." Or if to any of 
them thefe evenii^-AadawB are fi> thick^ 
that they cannot ice the hand diat fuppOTts 
them ; yef this momentary gloom fhall only 
ierve to heighten their furprife, their gra- 
titude, and their joy, when at the farther 
end of the valley this good ihepherd ihall 
diipel the cloud, and (land before them re- 
vealed in all his glory ; — when he fhall en- 
brace them in his arms, and carry them 
upward to thofe greener paflures, and m<H*e 
fruitful fields <of the heavenly Canaan; 
where, as it is "beautifully exprefled in the 
book of the Revelationsy (chap. viL at the 
clofe), " they fhall hunger no more, neither 
" thirfl any more, neither fhall the fun light 
^' on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb 

hich 
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^^ which is in the midft of the throne, fhall 
" feed them, and ihall lead them unto living 
*' fountains of water : and God fhall wipe 
** away all tears from their eyes." 

But I muft i;iot ftay to enlarge upon thefe 
particulars ; the imperfedl account you have 
already heard, of the paft and prefent ftate 
of believers in Chrift, — ^what they were by 
naturcj and what they are by grace, — ^may 
fuffice to diredl us to that frame and tem- 
per of heart, with which we ought to ap- 
proach the table of the Lord.— And it is 
obvious, in the 

ifi place, That we Ihould do it with the 

deepeft humility. This is the garb that 

fits moil gracefully, and fuits us beft, whe- 
ther we confider ourfelves as lapfcd, or re- 
ftored ; as finners, or as faints.-**- — Are we 

pardoned ? once we were condemned. 

Are we fandified ? once we were impure. 

Are we found ? once we were loft 

Are we made alive ? lately we were dead j 
and ftill we live by^m acfl of grace j it was 
God who quickened us, and not we our- 
felves : he only maketh us to differ ; nei- 
ther have we any thing but what, we re- 
ceived 
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ceived from him. Surcljr, thenj pride t^^ not 
made for man. 

2dfyy We fhould perform this fervice >mth 
the warmeft emotions of gratitude and love : 
— "givihg thanks to the Father, who fpared 
not his own Son, but delivered him to be a 
&crifice and fin-offering for us : giving thanks 
to the Son, who fpared not himfelf, but 
having taken upon him the form of a fer- 
vant, fubmitted to hunger and thirft, to 
watching and Svearinefs, to ignominy and 
torture ; nay, to death and the grave ; thatt 
through the merit of his death we might 
live for ever -.-^giving thanks to the Spirit 
of all grace^ who unites us to Chrift, and 
applies to our fouls that redemption he hath 
purchafed, who renews our depraved na- 
tures, and renders us meet for the inheri- 
tance of the faints in light. How well doth 
that hymn of praife become the remem- 
brance of Chrift's death, with which the 
heavenly hofts celebrated the tidings of his 
birth? " Glory to God in the higheft, on earth 
" peace, good-will towards men." 

^dfyj Godly fbrrow for pad offences, and 
holy purpofes to offend no more, fhould 

likewife 
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likewife attend its to the table cf the Lovd. 
I9 XHhrift there let forth as crucified before 
OOT eytsl and can we " look v^n bim 
•* whom we have pierced," without mown*- 
ing for thofe fins which were the caufe of 
hie fufieiings ? or can we mourn , for them, 
without hating them, and refolving to fo^-^ 
fake them ? Should not this be the lan- 
guage of every fincere comn^nicant? ** What 

" bave I to do any more with idols f^ ^ 

" What I know not, Lord, teach thou me; 
•• if I have done iniquity, I will do fo no 
*• more." But then, in the 

4/3& place, Thefe purpofes muft ever be 
accompanied with a fenfe of our own weak- 
nefs, and of our abfolute need of aid from 
above. Even after we are returned to the 
bifhop of our Jbuls^- if left to ourfelves we 
fliould quickly ^mble and faU ; the fame 
hand that brought ua back, when we were 
zsjheep gging ajiray^ will a4 ways be neceflary 
to uphold us in our journey, and to lead us 
i^rward till we arrive at the promifed land. 
" Without me,'* faid our Lord, even to 
thofe who were uijitcd to him, as the bran- 
ches are to the vine, " without me," or fe- 

parated 
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parated from me, ^^ ye can do nothing ; as 
^ the branch cannot bear fruit of itfelf, ex-" 
^^ cept it abide in the vine ; no more, can 
^ ye, except ye abide in me." What is mi- 
dertaken in ielf-confidence, fliall certainly 
iiTue in fhame and difappointmetit. The 
Apoftle Peter, who boafted, that ** though 
^^ all fhould forfake his Mafter, yet would 
•* not he,** not only forfbok him, but with 
oaths and imprecations denied that he Imew 
him. ^^ He that trufleth to his own heart 
•* is a fool:" — *' Behold," faid the Pro- 
phet Habakkuk, " his foul which is Hfted 
" up, is Hot upright in him." Needful, 
then, mod needful, is that caution, " Let 
'* him who thinketh he (landeth, take heed 
" left he faU." At the fame time, in the 

£tb place, This diffidence of ourielTes 
ought always to be qualified with a iled-> 
faft truft, an unfufpe^ting confidence, in 
the power and faithfulnefs of our great Re-* 
deemer. Paul, who diiclaimed the ability 
of conceiving fb much as one good thought, 
independent of God, did not however he- 
fitate to fay, " I can do all things through 
♦* Chrift that ftrengtheneth me." . The fame 

good 
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geod fliepherd who found us when we: were 
loft, is able to ^^ lead us in the paths of 
^ rightcoufnefs ;*' and he will do it, •' for 
** his name*s Take." He tipdti whom our 
help is laid, is ftlyled " the faithful aiad the 
" true witnefs;" And thefe are his kind 
encouraging words to all who are retard 
to him as the bi/hop of tbeiir fouls : ** My grace 
^* is fufficient for thee •/'-—" Fear not, for I 
** am with thee; be not difmayed, for I 
^' am thy God ; I will ftrerigthen thae j yta, 
^ I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee 
" with the right hand of my righteouP 
" nefs/* J . 

Such, my brethren, is that temper of 
heart with which we ought to attend upon 
thi« great Chriftian folemnity : The deepeft 
humility, and the warmeft gratitud* } godl]^ 
foffow on account of our wanderings in 
time paft, and holy purpofes to Walk cir- 
cumfpe<5lly for the time to come; a fenfe 
of our weaknefs, and of our abfolute need 
of grace from on high, joined with a firm 
unfufpedling reliance on the power and 
faithfulnefs of our glorious Redeemer, who 
hath promifed the Spirit to thena that ai]f 

Vol. I. R ' it. 
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it, and bids us " aik, and receive, that oui^ 
". joy mzy be full."— — Thus let us entotn-' 
pafs the altar of God^ praying that thi* 
gofpel-feaft m^y prove effedlual, throught 
his blefling^ for confirming out faith, for iur-' 
flaming our love, and enlivening our hope ;- 
— that, by the nourilhm.ent it affords, we 
xpay be ftrengfhened to purfue our journey^ 
through this wildernefs, till, having pafled 
the dark valley and fhadow of death, -we 
ihall enter into the prpmifed land of refl^ 
where, face to face, we fliall behold th&ybip^' 
herd and btft)op of our fouls ^ and^ furrounding 
the throne of God and of the Lamb, bear 
our ; part in that grateful triumphant fong, 
V Unto him that loved us, and waflied uai 
" from our fins in his own blood, arid hathr 
"..made us kings and priells unto God, and 
"his Father; to him be glory and domi^ 
" nion for ever and ever," Amen. 
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• : "" ' . . • 'O ' • • • ' 

Hebrews iv. i6. 

Let as therefore come boldly unto the throne 
of grace ^ that we may obtain mercy ^ and Jind 
grace to help in time of need. 

TH E great atonement we are this day 
to commemorate, is the fble founda- 
tion of that throne of grace to which the 
Apoftle invites us in my text ; for it is on- 
ly "in Chrift Jefus, that. God reconcileth 
** the' world unto himfelf/* So that the 
fubjeft I have chofen hath an obvious and 
peculiar reference to that facred fervice in 
which we are fhortly to be engaged. — — lii 
order to render it profitable for our inftruc- 
tion and comfort, I propofe, in dependence 
upon divine aid, 

jp/Vy?, To explain wh4t is meant by coming 
boldly unto the throne of grace ; and, 

Secondly^ To cofafidcl: the errand upon 
which we are iiivited -to come; nameFy, 
^hat we may obtain ' rhercy^ and find grace to 

R 2 help 
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help in time of need. After which, I (hall, u» 
the 

Third place, Illuftrate the motives, or 
grounds of encouragement, fuggefted by 
t4ie Apoftle in the foregoing context, up- 
on which the exhortation appears to be 
founded : 

And then dire^ you to the pradical im- 
provement of the whole. 

I begin with explaining what is meant by 
eoming boldly unto the throne of grace. 

You will eafily perceive, that the boldnejs 
here recommended, muft be fomething en- 
tirely different from fearlefs prefumption, 
or headlong irreverence, in our approaches 
to God } for he hath exprefsly faid, and 
confirmed the truth of it by many awful 
examples, ^' I will be fanftified in them 
^ that come nigh me^ and before all the 

** people I will be glorified." " God is 

" greatly to be fearod in the affembly of 
" the faints } he is to be had in reverence 
•* of all that are about him/' We find this 
feme Apoftle, towards the clofe of the 
epiftk, concluding a moft lofty and anima^ 

ted 
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ted defcription of the dignity and, privileges 
of the gofpei-chtirch, with this repriark;ahle 
infereqice, *** Wherefor^ we,, feceiying,. a 
*^ kingdom whkh ; cannot fee . a;i9vejd, let us 
have g^race^ whereby we may fefve God 
acceptably, with reverence m4 gp4^y fi^i 
for par God is a confum^^ £ire." Nay, 
the latter part of my text isXu^ycifnt to qua« 
lify the expreffion, and .to guar4 iis ^ainft 
any miftake about its true jiieaning and 
import. In what chara^kjer muil we ap- 
proach the throne of grace \ Is it XK>t as 
creatures that needho^ mercy uftfd grace? — 
If fo, then ftirely the ^ boldne/s ^ wi]^ ; which 
we are ei^orted to cepie, can be no other 
than xhtMldncfs of humble peniteilts ; fuch 
as may CK>nfi{l with a convi<5lion of guilt, 
and a fenfe of weakjnefs; a boldnefs that 
takes its rife, not from any fupppfed good- 
nefs or worthinefs in ourfelves^- but from 
the higheft- arid moft honourable concep- 
tions of the greatnefs^.as well as of the cle^ 
jnency, of that Qod whom we adore* *b 
It is not then , to filial awe and reverence, 
but to diftruft ^jl jpaloufy^. ythat boldnefs 
is here oppofed. The fpirit becoming the 
R 3 gofpel* 
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gofpel^ft^te is not a fpirit of bondage and 
fear, but a fpifit of adoption, difpofing 

' and enabling us to ** cry, Abba, Father/' 
In this 'temper we Ihould ' approach the 
throne vf grace; hot trith terror arid amaze- 
EQent^. like criminals dragged « before a tri- 
•bunal of juftiqe*; btic with a cheerful hope 
of obtaining pirdoh and acceptance, for 

* the fake of him "who dicfd for our fins, and 
** role again for our juftification ;'' — "who 
" fuffered, the juft for t4\e tinjuft,^^hat he 
" might bring us' to Gk)d." 

"■" Man's apoftafy beg^n with harfli and 
injurious thoughts of God : feduced by 
the tcitiptcr, he fufpe<3:ed his Creator both 
of falfehood and eiivy : '■■■ ■ And it is the 
office of faith to repaid* that injury, by re- 
cognifing his title to the entire arid unre- 
ferved truft of the creature^ It was for 
this end that ^* God, being willing more 
*^ abundantly to fhew to the Keiris'bf pro- 
^^ mife, the immutaibility of his counfel, 
^ confirmed it by an oath ; that by two 
" imfmutable things, in which it was im- 
^^ pofljble for God to lie, they might have 
f^ a 'ftrohg confolatioh, who have fled for 

" refuge 
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** refuge to lay hold upsoniithcf^hapetfetnlHS. 
".fore them. "V It ' is his-" pleafarcj that qtffe 
rely upon. hinli: with an itih^fpbfliag ^xm- 
fidcnce j /and : w© theai^hcfaixfair ohifefinoft, 
when, cohfcr6ui' >of : ^Dufh jQwn::) QsnwOTt;^ 
but depending'^at the fame? iikmr upoiriioB 
faithful word ^ :of ■ ; : promife ;^ fadsfied oitidi 
the; proofs* heihath^^gL^ew tls^^tf^ ^his-'lBv^, 
and ehpoiira^gcd by \ his /fciad^ *?uid genecbtft 
-invitation J M^erv-come to htsV.throne VwitE«iT«i 
rhild-like freedom, to pour \otit ouV* bea^^ 
before him, .and to prefcnt our fiippfidtv 
tions for that mercy and grace, which viife 
is always ready to beftow upon thpfejwhd 
feel their need of fuch important blefiSiid^^ 
-T— But the full meaning and. import of \tfe 
exhortation will better appciair^ when I h^^ 
opened the errand upon whickrwe' are iifc 
viced to come boldly unto, the throne of\grace.n'*f^ 
Which was the . ^.-.. 

Second thing propofed ia the metkp<}> 
■ if. The errand, you fee, coniifts of t^o 

parts. ■;:;■'■ ' '-;:•:•:. -.;.,, ; 

T\iQ Jirjl in order is, that we may /jttnin 

mercy; — mercy to pardt)n:our finsj'^and 

R 4 to 
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mr mnftate us in die favour and friend-* 
iUp pf God^-^^T-^TJiis folefling is introduc- 
4nr7 to att'ixldicrs ;. for till we are re- 
eandled to .God tlirough the great Me- 
.diaibiv 'we.rare: incapable of. holding com;:- 
iniinion ' wtdi* him ; neither can we jidd 
ntio Kim anj Ibrvict tbat-is acceptaUe r-^ 
^."Two cattoot wattmogether^: except they 
^rrhc. agreed;"i-;4md till the blood of J^ms^ 
vha^'tbrott^ the eternal Spirky. offered bim^ 
fi^ .without Jpot Mtito God^ pfirgt our confdence 
jrvm dead ^Mwrii^ tor cannot Jerve the living 
'God: for ^ they that are in the flefh, canr* 
^. not pleafe God.'* Nay, after we are 
jufiified and accepted in the Beloired, 
though' we* are. thereby fecured againft 
fii^^ condemnation, yet we are not raiied 
j^ve the need ot pardobing. mercy : llill 
we fliall hat« this errand to the throne of 
grace; our repeated backflidings will al- 
ways render it neceffary to make repeated* 
application to the blood of the covenant^ 
fbx^ cteaafihg ns afreih, ^nd obtaining re- 
newed intimations of pardon and accept* 
asce. 

. iByt we have another errand beiides this 

to 
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to tb^ tbnne . ^ grace /r-^»iiei)r, f^af. w^ 
may Jind. grofic t(f. b^Mjim^ jof need.^.Thfi^ 
form 4jf «zpk;«0ion ixtiplies^ tijiat tlxeyfBi is 
ao dang^ pf a. j^jifapppmtioene i^ ^(ting 
grace is airwdy prepardL^ ^it . wrait^ - pijr 
coming J and if we feekii w.c iball certaioJjr 
fnd'it.^t farther feemsso isttimate) that 
we.'ihould be . hatntuaU;.' ut:.*A poftorovilf 
waiting upon G^d,.acG0Oting to thatz^po* 
ftdlic injundtion, }} . Pray • wi^Jbout! cia^ng ^^ 
for inch is our weak diitempered ilUt^,: that 
there i$ no portion of time in che. whole 
duration of our life upon earth, which i$ not 
to us a time of need : fhould God withdraw 
his help for one moment,, in that very mo- 
ment we fhould {tumble and falL 

One thing deierves our particular atten- 
tion ; namely, Tiiat the grace we are en- 
couraged to aik^ is grace £br prejent need^ 
and not peefent grace for future fuppofed 
TieceJJitits. 'This remark is of greater im- 
portance than is generally apprehended. 
It is no uncommon' thing for ferious peo- 
ple, who fufpedl their own fincerity^ to 
forecaft fome trial of the fevereft kind, 
and to pais judgement upon themielves, 

according 
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aceofdiiigr =t6 ^ thc-prcfetit ftlite and temper 

:df^ their fniA<3&^ithref)^^^^ fuppofed 

ciriai.:--^~Whati ;fli5ll: I tkiafc^-ftf Snyfetf ? 

:^tIifon6 :iiitatel.«squitied -of-'vft ^difciple • of 

xJdusV that he dis - Up^ hi$: cfofe ;'i— but^'fi) 

(€6bte anil, that m^^ nattvire^ifhiinks: ^t^d^ 

Jk%mQt@ft^|>rorpei£l^ ftifieFi%^! fliould ^t 

(iectttioiv ^arife'- far ' -righteoisfnefs fake,^vl 

-lh0ulA*aot-bft-iat>le to. ftakd-ia that- evil 

day J . I - fhe^^ 'firij: under^i^thfe^^Wois, Mti 

J<< inafct ihipwfeefc ' of : faith*- and a * good 

-*:€OiifGieiice*"i-~^Alas ! faith another,- iit- 

'ftead of " defiring to depart^ and to be 

♦' with Chrift,'M)cath is to me the " king 

^'- of terrors ;'*— »-when I thinfc of diffolutioi^ 

my heart dies within me; what fhall I do 

when the fatal ^period is come? — -Were I 

in Chrift Jefuis^. fvirely it could not be thus 

with me: have Inqt then caufe to con^ 

xlude that my. religion is vain.? ^By 

fuch unwarrantable experiments do many 
perplex and diicour^ge their ibuls, and 
weaken their hands for prefent duty* i I 
call them unwarrantable experiments^ bc^ 
caufe they are not only belide the fcripture- 
rule, -but xliredly contrary to it Dor 

Lord 
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Lord h^h commanded ins, ^* to take no 
" thought 'for the morrow, but^ leave tlje 
" nwtrCM^to take thought for the things 
" of itfetf ;' becaufe fufficifint ; ^ntb iheidaty 
** is the; evil; thereof/?:. When rihe fbrB-» 
warned his difciples,* that they w«ce^ to be 
brought'^ before governors and -kings for 
his fake, did hejireqxiiiid thfem- to- tell, at 
that veary -inftant^ what 'disfence: thejrlcoukl 
make*? or- did he i^vea fet them npbn pre- 
paring anfwers to fiich queftions as might 
be put to them? No: on the contrary, he 
faid.unto them, ^^ Be not anxious how, or 
** what ye Ihall fpeak ; for it fhaU: be given 
*' you in . that fame hour what ye fhall 
*^ fpeakL'^ -When ye are brought to the 
trial and- work of confelTors, then fhall you 
find the: courage and wifdom of conjfeflbra. 
S o It is, my brethren, with refpeft to 
us : grace to fuffer, is .for a fuflering fea- 
fon : grace to die, is 'for dying moments : 
then, i>ut not before, is the time of need. 
Are you felicitous about grace for future 
emergencies ? let fne afk you, I pray, have 
you got all the grace you need for prefent 
duty? ■ If you -think you have, I can, 

without 
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without furthf r inquiry, afTure you, that 
you arc miftaken. At this very mo- 
ment you need grace to cui?e your anxiety 
and diftruft, to check your impatieiice 
and pirefumptuous . curiofity. Call: your 
care upon God for every needful iiipport, 
when you fhall be called to fuffer anddie, 
and come to his throneifoi:. grace that may 
enable ybu to live to fome good and ufefiil 
purpoie in the mean time. Seek grace .to 
mortify your remaining corruptions, to 
ftrengthen your faith, and to inflame your 
love: feck grace to perform all the duties 
of fbcial life, to make you good neighbours, 
— good friends, — good parents, — or good 
children,-.^that you may ferve and glorify 
God in thofe flations and conditions of 
life which his providentce hath allotted 
you* Thefe ought to be the immediate 
object of your care : for till the prefent 
time ceafe to be a time of need^ it is in- 
decent, it is fooliih, to look beyond it, and 
to diftrefs yourfelves with a premature aa- 

xicty about the morrow. Our errand, 

then, to the throne cf grace ^ is no other than 
this, to obtain mercy for the pardon of paft 
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fins, and grace proportioned to our prefent 
neceffity ; either to fubdue our corruptions, 
to refill temptations, to fiipport us under 
the ^affliftions we feel, or to ftrengthen us 
for the duties we are called to perform,— 
I now proceed, in the 

Third place. To illuftrate the grounds of 
encouragement upon which the Apoftle^s 
exhortation is founded. Thefe are lug- 
gefted in the two preceding verfcs : JVc have 
a great High Priejl, Jefus the Son of God.^ 
This High Prieft // pajjed Into the heavens ; 
and he is not an High Prieji who cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ^ but 
, nvas in all points tempted like' as we are^ yet 
without Jin. 

The \Jl thing to be confidered is the 
perfonal worth and dignity of our High 
Prieft. Of this we have a lofty defcrip- 
tion in the beginning of the epiftle : there 
he is ftyled the Son of Gody and the Creator 
of the worlds^ the brigbtnefs of the Fathers 
glory y and the exprefs image of bis perfon^ who 
upholdetb all things by the word of his power ; 
infinitely higher thaa the angels^ ipafmuch 

as 
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as he is their Lord -aiid head, and they only 
miniflering f pints ^ whom he eni{>lpys as his 
fervants, ^xA fends forth to minifitr Unto the 
heirs of falvation. Thns great . is the Chri- 
ftian's High Prieft: this is that exalted 
Perfon who hath undertaken to mediate 
between God and finiiers. Have we not 
here then one folid ground of encQurs^ge- ' 
ment, a firm foundation for our ; h(^ of 
the divine favour and acceptance ?-r^ — -»* 
But this ground of encouragement jeceives 
a mighty addition, when, together with the 
perfonal dignity of dur High Prieft, we con- 
lider, in the , 

ad place, The value of what he did and 
fuffered in that charafter. Having afTu- 
med our nature, " and taken upon him the 
" form of a fervant/' he yielded a perfeft 
obedience to that law which we had broken, 
and at laft fubmitted to a painful, ignomin 
nipus, and accurfed death, that w^ might 
live through him. " He was made fin for- 
" us, who knew no fin, that we might be 
" made the righteoufnefs of God in him/' 
H^eby the law was magnified, divine ju- 
ftice infinitely glorified, and away opened 

for 
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far the free an^-. h<>^^^i^^bl^^^i'^^6 ^^ ^^r-'" 
cy and grae^, to a guiky world. • The fufi- 
fermgs of the §on of God in our nature, 
and for our fins, aflford a difplay of the di- 
yine^ holinefs and juftice, inore bright and 
awful jthan if the whole human race had 
perifhed irrecoverably* While the law is 
not made void, but eftablifhed, by what he 
did I at the fame time, by what ht/uffered^ 
a j^ublic teftimony is given to all intelligent 
creatures, that ^ fin is an evil of fuch deep ma- 
lignity^ that nothing lefs than a facrifice of 
infinite worth could expiate the guilt of it, 
or fave the tranfgreffors from endlcfs mifcry : 
So that this difpenfation, which provides 
lb effedually for the glory of God,' hath a 
powerful tendency to quiet our minds, and 
to cheriflv our hopes of pardon and accep- 
t^ftCf.; becaufe np.w it appears, that God 
may be merciful without impairing the au- 
thority of his j;ovemment; nay, perfedlly 
juft, as well as infinitely gracious, when he"^ 
juftifieth thofe who believe on Jcfus, 
Thefe hopes will appear to have a^ firmer 
foundation, if, to the dignity of our High 
.... Prieft, 
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Frkft, and the inedinable worth of his obe- 
dietic^ and (uiSeiings, we add, in the 

3t/ place, T%at he was ftilly authorifcd t6 
nndertake this offiile: for, to we read in 
this fame epiftle, " Ghrift glorified not him- 
" felf to be made -'an High Prieft;'but he 
** who faid unto him, Thou art my Son, 
«* to-dajr have I begotten thee/* Indeed, 
without fuch a divine cx3nftitution, the Ik- 
crifice he offered could have been of no 
benefit to us : The acceptance of one liffe iix 
the place of another, dependeth foleljr npoR 
him to whom the forfeiture is made. But 
bleffcd be God, the defignation of our Lord 
to the office of High Priefl, is fo plainly and 
repeatedly aflerted in Scripture, that thcte 
is no room kft us to doubt of it. ** He 
•* gave himfelf for our fin^, according to 
« the will of God." Hence he is flyled the 
Mejfenger of the covenant ^ the Servant^ and 
the th3 of God. In every part of his under- 
talking he aded by commiflion from his 
heavenly Father : ** He came not to do his 
" own will, biit the will of him that lent 
*^him;'' which affords the llrongeft en- 
eeuragement to draw near to God with 

fiUal 
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filial boldneis, a^^ ^P ^^pe for accepunqe 
through ihis gri^at High Prieft of his owa 
de^gQatjiQii and chojic^, this ^^ mighty Oae^ 
^^ upon .whom he h^th lai4 our help/' 
Yea, . 

jj^bly^ To remove evefy poflible groqud 
c^jealoufy, God hath tfsftified, in the inoft 
pi]J>Uc and folcmA miinner, his perfeft fa- 
tts^ction with ^is whole condv^f^ ^ Me^ 
diafqr J which is a circumll^nce gf the ut- 
iRQft importaoce, to give our hopi^ a firm 
imd lafting fouudation. Though Chrift 
had died on purpofe to expiate our guilty 
and to reconcile us to God ; though his fa- 
crifice had been of infinite worth in itfelf, 
^nd. offered in consequence of his Father's 
appointment; yet, after all, fomething 
would have appeared wanting to afiure our 
£dth, if we had . not been fumiihed with 
the itrcxngefl: evidence, that this facrifice 
was really accepted. But, thanks be unto 
Ood, the certainty of this is put beyond all 
^ueftion in the facred Scriptures. Twice 
was. it proclaimed by an audible voice from 
neaven, ^ This is my beloved Son, in whom 
" I am well pleafed." The miracles wrought 
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at his death, and that' grcateft of -miratetefiV 
his own refurredtion from < thfei dead,- arc 
further confirmations of this comfortlible 
truth. But, abovo ali, his afcenfioir into 
heaven, and his exaltation to the right hand 
of the Majefty on high, remove every con- 
ceivable caufe of fear, attcf d© well fiipport 
that triumphant challenge of the ApotUe^ 
•' Who fhall lay any thing to the charge of 
^ God's eled ? It is God that juftifieth-: 
** Who is he that condemneth ? It is Chiift 
^ that died, yea rather, that is rifen again^ 
^ who is even at the right hand of God^ 
^^ who alfo maketh interceflion for ns/* 
Which brings me to the 

^tb and Iq^ ground of encouragement, 
namely. That our great High Prieft, who 
is paffed into the heavens^ is ever mindful 
of our intereft, and lives and reigns for the 
benefit of bis people* We are told in Script 
turfc, that the legal High Prieft carried the 
names of the twelve tribes on his fhouldett 
and breaft^plate, - when, on the great day 
of atonement, he made his folemn entrance 
into the Holy of Holies f that while God . 

looked 
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looked upon him, he might at the fame 
tiinf remember the tribes b£ Ifrael, accept 
)iis offering for the expiation of their guilt, 
and hearken to his prayers and interceffion 
on their behalf. ' In like manner, our great 
High Prieft, the Lord Jefus Chrift, who is 
gone into the heavenly fancluary, " appears 
•*. in the immediate prefence of God for u^;'* 

fuftaining the charadler of the fecond Adam^ 

• 

the head and reprefentative of all. his fpiri- 
tual feed; add is raifed to the highefl dig-' 
nity and power^ that he niay manage thpir 
iaffairs to the befl advantage, and effedlually 
- fecure their etemail falvation* He vv^as a 
Jfofferer himfelf,.and knoweth the hearCrx^f 
A fufferer^ not by report, but by p^rfonal 
experience: he was tried v^ith temptations 
even as we are; and though he conquered 
them all, yet he had proof of the ikill, as 
well as of the maUce of the tempter, and 
can make allowance fpr the difproportion 
betwixt himfelf and us. Nay^ he flooped 
thus low, not only to make atonement for 
our guilt, and to open for us a pafTage; to 
the mercy-feat ; but that we, being affured 
of his perfect acquaintance with human in- 
S 2 fijrinity, 
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firmity, might have the moft cheerful re- 
fiance upon his companion and fympathy^ 
imd boldly approach tbis tbtcmc ef grace ^ hk- 
Ting fuch a friend to patronize us, and to 
l^ead our cauie: " For we have not an 
** Hig^ Prieft who cannot be touched with 
^ die feeling of our infirmities ; but was in 
^ all points tempted like aa we are, yet with* 
-^ out fin." 
'^ By fuch encouraging motives, my bre- 
thren, doth the Apoftle prefs the exh<Mrtft- 
tion in my test: ^* We have a great High 
•* Prieft, Jefas the So» of God," — who of- 
fered up a facrifice of infinite worth ;*~Q0(r 
officioufly or at random, but by the expfels 
appointment of hie heavealy Father^ and in 
consequence of a foiemn agreement ot cove- 
nant. This facrifice wa3 accepted for all 

the purpofes for which it was intended ; — 
in teftimony whereof, our great High ftieft 
hath ** paffed into the heavens,'* where, 
amidft all the fplendors of his exalted ftate, 
he kindly remembers his people upon earth, 
feels their infirmities, fympatbifes with them 
in all their fufferings, and never ceafeth to 
make interceflion for them. — Have we not 

then 
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then reafbn to comii boldly unto the ibrene of 
grace y that we may obtain mercy ^ andj^nd gracg 
to bdp in<time of need ? 

BuT^ a&er all, it muft be coafefled, that 
in this, as in mofl oth^r things, the knofw^^ 
ledge of our dutj is far eafier than the prac- 
tice of it. 

^ Chrift^s flefh is meat itiideed, and hia 
^* blood is drink indeed;" but our Lord 
hath aflured us^ ** that except we -eat \m 
^^ flefh^ I and drink his blood, we have no 
*\ life in u^/' A fpeoulative knowledge wiH 
avail us. nothing.; a Saviour unapplied can 
be no Saviour to us. To think juftly of 
Chrift, and of the great things ht hath al- 
ready done, and continues to do, for finnws 
of mankind, i^ an attainment of no great 
<diffic\llty ; but to improve his mediation as 
the fource of out joy, ^nd the means <£ 
our comfortable acctefs to Cod, requires 
greater ikill than many who ppofeis to be- 
lieve on him are pofTeifed of. This wifdom 
Cometh only from above. Nevertheleft, as 
Ood ufually worketh by the miniftry of the 
^ord, before I conclude this difcourfe, I 
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fliall endeavour to fuggeft a few hints that 
may be of ufe to you. 

Are you overwhelmed with the glory and 
majefty of God ? Are you ready to fay, as 
Elihu di4, ^* Behold I God is great, and we 
^* know him not ?'* ^ Turn your eyes to 
the ^ Word made flelh,'' and fee the divine 
glory veiled in the human nature of your 
Redeemer. We can have pofitive concep- 
tions of Jefus Chrift ; and though we may 
not think that the Godhead is flefh, yet we 
znay think of it as it appeared in flefh, and 
(hone forth in its holinefs and goodnefs to 
the world. In the perfon of our Mediator, 
God approacheth us familiarly, to invite us 
to come to him with' humble confidence, 
and reverend boldnefs. Chrift did not af* 
fvune a form of terror ; women durft talk 
with him, finners durft eat with him, the 
poor and the difeafed durft aik his help : And 
though ysre muft not debafe the dignity of 
the Son of God, by imagining that it is. as 
much obfcured in heaven as it was upon 
earth; yet even the glorified humanity of 
(i)^ Word made fiefh^ affords unfpeakable 
popafojrt to the fqul, that might otherwiie 

I ' . flirink 
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flwinfc back, and tremble to draw near xb 
God. " ^ ^' 

-Doch' the gtiilt of fin temfy you ? Do you 
fear that a jaft and holy God can never ac- 
cept fuch ofFendeirs as you have been? Here 
•Chrift is our relief; who was wounded for 
our tranfgreflionS) and bruifed for our inir 
quities ; who paid our debt, and^hath pur- 
chafed and fealed our pardon with his blood 
Thecurft:^and condemning fentence of the 
law are indeed terrible ; but if we have tru- 
ly fled to Chrift for refmge, he hath nailed 
them to his croft, and will give ^ us a full 
and free xlifcharge. 

Are you difoouraged with the infirmities 
you daily feel, the iinperfe<Slion of your 
-knowledge, the wandering of your thoughts, 
<he coldnefs of your love, and the feeble- 
nefs of your defires ? — Faith catt ftill find 
a remedy in Chrift Jefus, by r^illinding us, 
that our acceptance with the Father is thro' 
the merits of his Son :— and he, ray friends, 
is worthy, though we are unworthy; his 
righteoufnefs is perfect and without fpot : 
he is not weak when we are weak; he is not 
^iftempered when we are fick: our High 

S 4 Prieft 



i 



tSo SERMON X. 

Frieft is unchangeibley ^^ the fame yt^wittf^ 
** to-day, and for ever.** 

Are you handled with tettputions, diofe 
fiery darts of the wicked one? Still faith 
can find a Sariour fiiited to ycmr neceffity. 
Oar great Lord fubmitted, not only to be 
tempted by Satan^ but to be tempted in a 
wildeme(8^ where he had. none to cqmfbrt 
Idm ; oay^ tempted to dbe moft horrid bla£- 
^emy and wickednefs^ ^ren to fall dowil 
and worfliip the devil himfeif. Look, there- 
fore, to him ^ who is touched with the fe^ 
^ ing of yonr infirmities,, having been in all 
** points tempted even as yon are." He 
wlio made all temptations fubfervient to the 
triumphs of his own patience and conquer- 
ing powers will fupport and fuccour hi^ 
tempted fervants, and make his grace vid:o« 
nous in the weakeft hearts. 

It fometimes happens, that the foul is 
opprefled with griefs and fears, whicJh it 
cannot account for. Such was the Pfalmift's 
cafe when be faid, " I remembered God, 
"and was troubled; I complained, and 
J\ my fpirit was overwhelmed : O my God, 
^* my foul is call down in me ; I am fo 

*^ troubled,. 
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♦* troubled, th^t I cannot fpcak/' But even 
in this cafe, faith can look to Chrift, and 
remember, th«t he too was in an agony; 
an agony more paiilful than any diing we 
can feel ; and yet, in that agony, he prayed 
xnore earneftly. — ^-^Faith will recoUe.6]t the 
very words he uttered. My foul is exceeding 
firr&aful^ ti)eH unto Meath.-^N^w U my Jhul 
fmnblcdi and ^bat pall I fay T-^lt will re- 
mind us how ht etied Mpon the erof^ My 
God! My God! why bafl thou forfaken me? 
jthough even then he was dill the beloved 
pf the Father; and fuffered all this^ that 
we might not be finally abandoned and 
forfaken. - 

After this manner ixiay we improve the 
mediation of Chrift fo|: bringing us, in all 
the variety of our circumftanc^y with hum^ 
We boldnefs tg the throne of grace \ wherfe, to 
our prefent comfort, and our everlafting 
joy, wejbali obtain mercy ^ und find grace ig 
help us in every feafoa ofnetd. Amen^ 
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Romans viii. 32* 

He that /pared not bis own Son^ but delivered 
bim up for us all^ bow Jball be md with 
bim a^o freely give us all tbings? 

SO bright and luminous are the - prm«< 
ciplcs cf heavenly wildom, that, like 
the fun, they arc fcen by their own light, 
and may rather be faid to impart them*- 
feWes to ns, than to be difcovered by us. 
With regard to eternal things, the learned 
have no advantages above the unlearned: 
neither the gifts of nature, nor the im- 
provements of art, confer any precedency 
in the fchool of Chrift. The comfort of 
a Chriftian doth not depend upon a pro- 
cefs of abftradt reafbning; but refults im- 
mediately from t|ie knowledge and be- 
lief of interefting fadls, attefted by God, 
and faithfully recorded in the fcriptures 

of 
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of truth : for as it is the will of God, that 
all the " heirs of promife" fliould have " a 
** ftrong confolation," therefore the grounds 
of their confolation are brought to the level 
of the weakeft capacity, that all his chil- 
dren may have equal accefs to them, and 
feed like brethren at one common table. 
Accordingly, you may obferve, that, in the ' 
pafTage I have now read to you, the Apoftle 
only reminds us of what God hath already 
done for finners of mankind ; He /pared noi 
bis own Son J but delivered him up for us all: 
And inftead of reafoning in form, as if the 
import of this fadt were dark or ambigu- 
ous, he takes it for granted, that the mod 
fimple and illiterate will perceive it at once ; 
and gives a defiance to ignorance, nay to 
diftruft itfelf, either to pervert its meanings 
or tp draw from it any other conclufion^ 
than what he himfelf doth ; How Jball be 
not with bim alfo freely give us all things ? 
My prefent defigu is, in dependence upon 
divine aid, 

Fir^y To illuftrate this great foundation 
of the Chriftijm's hope. Cod Jpared not bis 

own 



I 



s&l SERMON XL 

«'U»Bi So»^ but dek^ftrcd bim mp far m oH; 
and then to fluyw, ia the 

Secamd place. That the gift which God 
hath already beftowcd jspoa fim^rs of 
irtankind^ afibrds ereiy finceie beiieYcr the 
AKift abfbhite certainty, diat nothing ihafl 
be witb-held from him that is neceflary to 
make him happy, 

I begin with the great foundation of die 

Chriflian's hope, which is both the fiitjed 

of ray text, and the objedl preiented to ns 

in the holy iacrament of die fapper : Gad 

fpQfti not bis awn San^ hd ddroertd bim t^ 

Jar us idL 

Amazing words ! — ^ The Gad in whom 
we live and move,— =die Father of our Ijri- 
rits, land the £9rmer of cmi bodies ; — ^who 
poflefled an eternity of happinefs and glory 
before we began to exift, and can neither 
be enriched by our icrvices, nor impoverifh- 
ed by the want of them : — He whole good- 
nefs wc had abufed by the vileft ingrad- 
tude ; V. hofe omnipotence we had dcEki^d 
by the moft infolent rebellion ; — even that 
pod who ^^ {pared not the angels that £bned, 

"but 
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•* but hatk refenred them in everlafling 
** chains^ under darknefs, to the judgement of 
" the great day,'* — ^vouchf^ed to pity dnd to 
^are the children of men : — ^Nay, to make 
way for the exerdfe of this difling^i&ing 
mercy, kc Jpared not bh own Son^ the Lord 
of angels, the Creator of the worlds ; bur, 
having fiibftituted him* in our place, clothed 
him with our nature, and ^^ laid upon l^im 
^* the iniquities erf us all," be delivered blm 
up to contempt and perfecution, to ag<»iy 
and torture, to death and the grave :-**oadd 
all this for our 'benefit, to redeem us from 
everlafting mifery, and to reinftate us vx 
that happinefs and glory we had iorfeited. 
Thefc are the marvellous doings of the 
Lord, which the Apoftle here celebrates with 
gratitude and wonder, as the grounds of oiir 
&ith, and hope, and joy. 
^ But that our thoughts may not wander 
in too wide a field, let us at prefent confioc 
tiiem to the following particulars : Fkjt^ 
The dignity of the fuflferer; fecondly^ Tht 
fufierings he endured ; and, thirdly^ The 
perfons for whom, and die ends for which, 
he was delivered to theie iufferings. lo each 

of 
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of thefe we fhall difcover a convincing 
proof of the love of God, a certain pledge 
of every neceflary blefling. 

Firjly Let us confider the dignity of the 
fu£Feren God, faith the Apoftle, /pared not 
his Son ; — his ^?w/iy— his proper Son ; — ^ the 
•' brightnefs of his glory, and the exprefs 
** image of his perfbn ;" not a fon 'by cre- 
ation, adoption, or grace, but his ^^ begotten 
" Son," of the fame ellence with himfelf, 
and equal to him in power and in glory. 
Angels are called the fons of God ; " but unto 
^^ which of the angels (aid he at any time, 
** Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
« tbee r Nay, Chrift is ftyled the " onfy bc- 
** gotten Son" of God j a title of peculiar 
fignificancy, importing, that he is not only 
infinitely great in himfelf,. but likewife in^ 
finitely dear to the Father. Yet this is the 
perfon whom God fent to fave us : and fure- 
ly, if the love of the giver is to bo meafurcd 
by the worth and value of the gift, we Hiay 
juftly fay of God's love to us, that ** it pat- 
** feth knowledge." How loth was Jacob, 
a fond and indulgent parent to all his chil- 
dren, how loth was he %o fend Benjamia 

down. 
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dovrn to Egyptj even when his own life, 
atid the prefervation of his whdie famity, 
feemed to depend upon it ? yet rBesajj^in 
was not his ortiy fon ; Ja<:ob had many other 
children befides : but, behold f the great, the 
independent jE^HOTAMi wha wt>uld not fiif- 
fer Abraham to oflFer up his Ifaac, but pro- 
tided and accepted a ram in ins place, gives 
Ids own^ his only Son^ t(i be a facrifice for 
us.— — Here the objedt is fo high, that con- 
templation cannot reach it ; ia bright a!nd 
dazzling, that it overpowers the fight : — we 
can only fay^ with David, ** This is not 
" the manner of men, O Lord God ;V and 
muft with reverence adore, what We fhall 
never be able fally to con^prehend. ' 

Secondly^ From the dignity of the iufferer, 
lct<us proceed. to confider the fufferiiigs he 
endured.— — Two words are employed by 
the Apoftle to convey to our minds^^a fuitable 
apprehenfion both of their greatnefs and va- 
riety. Gi^J^red bim n6ty,\y^^ 

up. Htjpared bim noi; that is, he' neither 

excufed him from fuffering, nor ipared him 
while he fufiered ; he not only put the bit- 
ter cup into- his hand, but kept it there till 
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he had drunk up the dr^gs of it. With wha[t 
awful fcTerity did he ftir up his juftice! 
'* Awake, O fword, againft my ihepherd, 
*^ axid ag^inil the man that is my fellow.'* 
— -" It plcafid the Lord to bruife him>" 
faith the evangelical Prophet, " and to put 
" him to grief.'' He would not abate one 
tear, one groan, one drop of blood, any 
drcumftance either of ignominy or pain, 
that V9^& ncceflary to demoaftrate the evil pf 
fin, and to esipiate that guild which Chrift, 
as our Surety^ had uppropriateid to himielf. 
■ ■ ■ T hus OoAJpared not bis awn Som ; nay, 
inftead of fp»ring him* the Apoflle adds, 

He delivered Urn up. • But he doth not iay 
to whom, or to whfit ) becauie Qhrift was 
daUvired into ih many h^nds, abandoned 
or.give^ up to fuch g variety of fuflPerings, 
j^C.A miaute de^gil Qf them would have 
ob^g«d >h*«i t9 recite the whole hiftory of 
lualifft^fQrinevery'p^rickiof it^ ^^ he was 
^ >*k«g^*^«f affli&edi' from bis birth to 
MdM^i '^ ht Wgs a wlgji of fprrows, and ac- 
jj|VUnitt4 with ^ieft/*^He wds delivered 
»Iita:tfa(e virgin s womb ; for even then, 
Ghclfiiasis i did his {^ffipn begin ; there 

wa« 
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was that temple framed^ which afterwards, 
by wicked handsj was pulled down on 
inouht Calvary ; there that body was pre- 
pared, which waiB fcourged, and bruifed, 
Juid nailed to an ignominious and accurfed 
tree. ■ And being thus made flefh, and 
brought forth into the. worlds what was his 
afterlife but '^a repeated delivery of. him to 
poverty, to reproach, to temptation, to per- 
fecutiofi : — Such was the pomp^ thefe were 
the harbingers which introduced him to 
the crofsj ^nd a!ccompanied l^im to the 
grave. ' *^ Deliver me not/' . faid David, 
" into the handi of mine enemies j" : and 
his prayer was heard : Biit what David ob- 
tained, was with -held from David's Son 
and Lord ; for Chrift was delivered into the 
hands of his enemies : He was delivered to 
Jtidas, who betrayed him ; to the chief 
priefts and rulers^ who inful ted and reviled 
him J to Herod and his men of war, who fet 
him at nought ; to Pilate, who condemned 
him ; to the Roman foldiers, who crucified 
him : — Nay, more, he was delivered to fuch 
ja fenfe of divine wrath^ that wrath which 
was due to the fins of men, as, in the pro- 
Vol. I. T phetic 
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phetic language of David, " withered his: 
" heart like grafs^ and burnt up his bones 
" like a hearth/* ■ Sin is the fting of 

death, but the wrath of God is the ftin^ of 
fin: when that feizes upon an awakened 
confcience, Oh f what a dark and difconfo- 
late night doth it draw over the finner's 

' mind f or, rather, what a hell doth it kindle 
in his bofom ! Yet it doth not, it cannot, 
appear in its full horror to us ; as .we fee 
not all the malignity of fin, fo neither can 
we fee all the wrath that is duir to it : but 
Chrift had a full view of both in their ut- 
moft extent ; and though he could not de- 
^air, for that indeed was impoflible, yet 
the agony he felt was greateir by far than 
any dcfpairing finnet is capable of feeling^ 
who bears only his own burden ; whereas 

" he lay preffed under the guilt of a whole 
world, — It were impious to fay, that the 
holy martyrs were more patient than their 
Lord ; — yet which of all that noble army 
ever uttered fuch difconiblate language as 
he did? Their torture was their triumph, 
their fuflPerings a recreation : — Whereas the 
Son of God cries out in agony, " Now is 

^ my 
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^\ my foul troubled, and wliat fhall I fay?" 
^** My God I my God ! #}iy haft thoai 
*' forlakeri me P" -^-^ Whence! thefe fad and 
niournful camplaints .? — Did they proceed^ 
from any defedl of magnanimity and forti- 
tude ? — Noj my brethren; it was the per- 
fedion of his mind that feemingly enfeebled 

him : the bOundlefs extent of his under- 

ftanding, which comprehended the full di- 
menfions of fin and bt wrath, was the £6l6 
caufe of hi^ deep and unparalleled diftrefs* 
It was not the fiiatne nor the iiiorment of the 
crofs that afflicSted him; the thieves who 
fuffered with him endured the fime ; — but 
his foul, if I may be allowed the expreifion, 
was ^j/ri)fi?^/ more than his body ; his heart 
had &arper nails to pierce it than his hands 
or his feet : — in his body he felt the rage 
and cruelty of his murderers ; but in his 
foul he felt fufferings of a more exquifite 
nature.—— Theti he bore the griefs, and 
carried the forrows, of all. his people ; theil' 
he fdt not the fin^ only^ but d^e wounds 
alfo^ of every broken hekrt; the torments 
of his martyrs, the reproaches of his faints, 
Ae poverty, diftreffcss, and perfecutions, 

T 2 which 
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which ally, which all of them, have felt or 
{hall feel, till the laft trumpet fhall found, 
and he fhall come again in hi« glory. 
Thus Go J J^ared not Ins own Son : to thefe 
inconceivable fufferings was the Lt)rd of life 

delivered. But for whom, and for what 

ends, did the Son of God fufier ? This was 
the 

I'hird thing I propofed to confider. And 
after what hath been already fuggefted, it 
is unneceflary that \ ihould fpend much 
time upon this head. It is evident that 
Chrift did not fuffer on his own account.: 
" He was holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and fe- 

*^ parated from finners/' " He did ria. 

** fifa, neither was guile found in his lips." 
■He fuffered in the room of guilty man ; 
he was delivered for us^ faith the Apoftle, 
not only for pur benefit, but in our place : 
— ^** He was made fin for us, who knew no 
" fin, that we might bfiL.made the rightc- 
" oufnefsof God in him.''--" He fuflFer- 
^ ed, the juft for the unjuft, that he might 
" bring us to God."— Do you a£k. Why 
Codjpared not bis own Son ? The anfwer is, 
— Tha^ he might fparc us 2 he delivered him 

up 
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Up to temporal fuiBferings, that we might 
be delivered from everlafting punifhment: 
^ For God fo loved the world, that he gave 
" his only begotten Son, that whofoever 
." believeth in him, might not perifli, but 

" have everlafting life.'* Do you' alk a- 

gain. Who may lay claim to the benefit of 
this gift ? I readily anfwer. Every child of 
Adam without exception, who feels his need 
of a Saviour, and is willing fo accept him 
as he is oflPered in the gofpel. The death, 
as well as the birth of Chrift, " is good ti- 
" dings of great joy unto all people ;" to 
Gentiles .as well as to Jews; to men of all 
kindreds, nations, and languages ; to fin- 
ners- of all forts, the vile^b not ^excepted; 
*• He is the Lamb of God, which taketh 
** away the fin of the v'^r-i//'— Every la- 
bouring and heavy-laden finner is invited 
to come unto him ; and *^ him^ that cometh 

" he will in ho wife caft out." In this. 

fenfe, Chrift is the ^' Saviour of all men;" 
though I apprehend, that as the Apoftle, in 
this paflage, is writing purpofely for the 
comfort of real Chriftians, this affertion, 
that Cbrijl was delivered up for us all^ is 
T 3 chiefly 
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chiefly intended to fignify, that all .true be* 
lievers have an equal iaterefl: in this gift of 
Gkxl ; the weake^l, as well as the ftrongeft ; 
the dejeiEled^ as well as the joyful ; the con- 
vert of yefterday, j^s well as the oldeft fer- 
vant in his family : for the inference he 
draws from it is e^cprefsly limited to thoie 
who have received Chrift: Ii>w JbaU be not 
WITHHIM^ ALSO freely give us all tbi^gsf 
^ ■ This leads me to the 

Second branch of my fubjedl; which is^ 
to (how, 

That the gift which God hath alread^r 
beftpwed upon iinners of mankind^ afibrd$ 
every fincere believer the moft abfolute 
certainty^ that nothing fhall be with-held 
from hirn that is neceflary to make hink 
Jiappy. 

The Apoftle, to give weight and empha^s 
iis to his conclufion, puts it into the form 
of a queftiony How Jloalt be kot give ? jnim 
it is impofiible that he fhou]d not give ^— ^ 
darknefs and light may fboner becomh 
one, than that God ihould deny to belie-t 
vers in Chrift aught that is conducive to 

their 
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their real felicity,- He fpe^ks, yoii fee, 

in the language of alTurance and triumph i 
and well he might ; for if "God /pared not 
his <^wn Son^ but delivered bim up for us ally 
what can be fuppofed to flop the currerit 
of his bounty ?—^—^ — -Is there any benefit 
too valuable for God to beftow ?— ^-^That 
cannot be : the gift he hath already con^ 
ferred, i9 infinitely more precious thaln all 
that remains to be given. Other thinge 
may be eftimated, but " the riches of 
" Chrift are unfearcbable t^ — r— ^* Jn hun 
•** dwelleth aU the fulnefs of the Godhead 
** bodily." — — — Shall the"^ unworthinefs of 

*he creature reflraia Jbis miumficenGe ? 

This objeiSlion is fully obviated by the 
free and gratuitou$ manner in which God 

hath bellowed his ^^* uhrpeakablegifty'i 

for it is evident, that we muft have befea 
far more unworthy of a Saviour, tlum we 
poflibly can be of any fubfequent favour r 
and feeing God Jpared not htj own. Sony hut 
delivered bim up for us ally unmerited, nay, 
unfolicited, what bounds can be fet to the 
Chriftian's hope? efpecially when we con- 
fidcr, — that Chrift was delivered up to fuf- 

T 4 feri^gs 
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ferings and death, for this very end, that 
he might remove thofe obftrudlions that 
ky in the road of mercy, and render the 
cxercife of it confident with the honour of 

the divine gpvernment.-i-T^ The facrifice 

of Immanuel, aflForded fuch' lidemonllra- 
tipn of the txnchangeable holinefs and ju- 
ftice of God, that without ftaining the glo- 
ry of thefe perfeiSlions, he may now dit. 
penfe to penitent believers, all thofe blel^ 
iings their circumftances can require : for 
what the Apoftle fays of the pardon of fin, 
{Rom* iii. '25, 26.), may lawfully be ex- 
tended to every other benefit: " God hath 
** fet forth this Son to be a propitiation, 
^f througlt faith in Ki& blood, to declare his 
*^ righteoufnefs for the reiiniflion of finsj 
^ — that he might be jq^y and the jufti- 

*? fief of him who believeth in Jefus/' 

Nay, my brethren, it is not only confift- 
ent with the juftice of God, to do good to 
thofe who believe in Jefus ; but, I fpeak it 
^th reverence, it would be inconfiftent 
with his juftice to with-hold good from 
them; for Chrift hath ac5lually purchafed 
every blefling they need. He wa$ delivered 
. - • up 
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up *^ by the determinate^ counfel and fore* 
** knowledge of God ;" not cafually, or un-i 
advifedly, but in confequence of a previous 
agreement or covenant *y in which he freely 
confented, on his. part, " to make hia foul 
^ an bflPering for fin ;" and the Father pror 
mifed, that *' he ihould fee his feed j" that 
he fhould " prolong his daysf" that " the 
•* pleafure of the I^rd ihould profper in his 
** hand ;'■ and that he .fhould *^ fee the tra- 
*f vail of his foul, and: be fatisfied'^ Of 
which folemn tranfadlidn. we have an au-i 
thentic copy recorded by the Prophet IJaiab^ 
chap. liiL 10, ix. 

What fhall we then fay to thefe things ? 
—Hath God already beflowed the greateft 
of all gifcjs, the unfpcakable gift of his own 
dear Son ?-*Did he beflow it freely, when 
there w^s nothing in the creature to merit 
or invite his love, but, on the contrary, 
every thing to provoke his holy indigna- 
tion? — ^Was this gift defigned to pave the 
way for other bleflings ? — Nay, further, 
were all other bleflings adliially purchafed 
by the infinite facrifice of this divine Sa- 
yiour? — How ^rm then is the foundation 

of 
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o£ the Chriftian'i hope ?^ — With what hum- 
blcy; yet triumphant confidence^ may the 
believer adopt the words of my text ; and 
put the queftion, againfl all doubts v all ifbars, 
all temptations that may aiTail him, Sit that 
rpartd notbisQwnSon^ but delivered ^ bim up 
far us edit bow JbaU be ntd witb bim alfo freely 
^e Us all ibmgs t 

But we have not yet examir^d the grant 
itfelfi, jShall I £iy the contents of it are" 
lairge?' The expreffion is too feeble; — ^my 
brethren, they . are- boundlefs, they are in- 
finite : thefe two words all things^ compre^ 
hend both heaven and earth in . their boi-^ 
fom ; and thus they are explained by this 
fame Apoftle, i Cbr. iii. iu " All things 
** a^e yours, whether !Paul, or Apollos, or 
^' Ciephas, or the worid, or life,. or death, (A 
" things prcfent, or things to come j all are 
" yours ; and ye are Chrift's f arid Chrift is 
" God's^"— And is *' the world*' too a part 
of the Ghriftian's portion ? Yes, my friends. 
But then it is " the world" conquered by 
faith, aisd ** Crucified to us by the crofs" of- 
our Redeemer. " The luft of the eye, the 
^ luft of the flelh,,and the pride of life,** 

gre 
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are no pares oi that world whereof the 
Apodl^ there fpeaks, except it be in thia 
fenfe, • that t^y are iubdued ajid cbortvfied; 
Chrift did ilQt fubmit to hvinger ai)d thirf^ 
that we might riot in lvrxury.9 hfe ;dfid' not 
become poor, that we might poficfs \greac 
eflates i he did not floop to ignominy and 
to death,, that we might be dignified whh 
worldly .honoixra. Theie are not included 
among the joU tjnf^s in my text.— The trut^ 
is, they hardly deferve die name oi things i 
T-rthey are^mcre ciphers^ the creaturjfs of 
opinion and fancy,, which have no fignifi-i 
cancy, no price^ but what miftake and de» 
lufion have wantonly fet upon them, ■■ 
Our inheritance then is hot diminifhed 
when all thefe are left out; nor hath the 
Chriftian any . inducen>ent . to vitiate hit 
charter, by interlining, it with thofe carnaf 
additions which a vaixi imaginSation is toor 
^pt to fuggcft- Witt Ghrift he hath nil 
things which are fubfervient to the pur- 
pofcs for which Chrift was delivered: par^ 
don to remove his guilt ; grace to aid him 
in the performance of dujy; comfort to 
fupport hin^ under the preiiure of afflidlicMii;^ 

every 
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t^f ivy heedful fupply during his journey 
tErbugh this world, and immortal life and 
happidefs in the next.-r-Hath not the Chri- 
^an- then " a goodly heritage," who hath 
God' and the xreature, grace and glory, time 
and eternity; who is fafe among^nemics as 
irell as among friends; who lives in com- 
munion with God on earth, and {hall dwell 
with him in heaven for evermore? Say, O 
Chriftians, hath fuch a man reafon to com- 
plain of his portion? 

But let it be obferved, that all thefe 
things are given with- Chrift : his perfon 
arid his benefits r. can never be divided. 
This is the cnrder which God hath efta- 
blifhed: — He firft gives us his own Son; 
arid when* that unfpedkabU gift is thank- 
fully received^ then^ together T£;i/i& i&// Son^ 

he Jre^fy gives us all other things. But 

without him,\ wer have no right to any 
thing we poffefe ; the food we eat, the 
rainxent.wc put on, are not ours; we are 
ufurpers, we arc robbers ; and as fuch, 
ftiall be feverely reckoned with at laft.— 
This ftiall be the condemnation of unbe- 
lievers at the great day, that they frau- 
dulently 
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dulently feized upon their ;Mafter's gbQd$^ 
and rejecSled the Saviouf^ thtougb; whom 
alone they could have obtamed arightepu^ 
title to them :^ and their condemnation :^lhall 
be the heavier upon this , account, th^(v;t^^ 
Saviour was in their oflFer, and with him :* 
full right to every benefit they enjoyed»r-?. 
Think of this, ye who forget God, and 
have hitherto turned a deaf ear to the calls 

of his grace. And, 

Let thofe who have complied with the 
golpel-invitation, and thankfully accept- 
ed the Lord Jefus Chrift, take comfort 
from what hath .been fpoken upon this 
liibjedl, and approach the table of the 
Lord with enlarged ' expedlations of ob- 
taining all that is neceflary to render them 

truly happy. God perfedly knoweth 

what we ftand moft in need of : he know- 
eth whether health or ficknefs, riches or 
, poverty ; whether cordials to cherifh, or 
medicines of a different operation, are befl 
for us. With refpecfl to thefe, it is our 
duty and our intereft to fubjedl our choice 
entirely to his pleafure. This fhould be 
our chief, our only care, to renew from 

the 
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the heart our thankful acceptance ,of AkH 
Lord Jefus Chrift: and then we m^y be 
aifiired that nothing can come ami& to 
us : For be that J^red not bis own Son^ but 
dtiivired bim up for us all^ Jbatt certainly 
^tfitb bim alfo /reefy give us all tbings^ 
Amen* 
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RoMAHS viii* 31, 

JVbatJbaif we then fay to thefi things? , IfCo4 
be for tiSy who can be again/i us? 

THIS chapter contaios a large and ani- 
mated detail of the privileges diat 
belong to believers in Chrift Jefus ; and 
lays open thofe fprings of true confolation, 
with which the gofpel^-covenant is plenti- 
fully ftored* Nothing is wanting that out 
preient condition renders neceffary or dc- 
firable ; a fuitable and an eflfedlual remedy 
is provided both for our guilt and poUu^- 
^on. No fin can exceed the merit of a Re- 
deemer's blood ; no luft can withftknd the 
power of his vidlorious grace ; fo that we 
may juftly adopt the words of the returning 
prodigal, and fay, as- he did, that,^ in our 
" Father*8 houfe there is bread enough, and 
^* to fpare." 

In the two preceding verfes, the Apoftle 
leads us upwasrd to the fouree and foun^ 

tain 
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tain of all thofe bleflings we prcfendj po£- 
fefs, or hope tt> etijoy ; namely^ the etcr- 
nal lore of an nncHangeable GocL It was 
his felf- moving goodnefs that prompted 
him to derife the method of our recovery : 
and the iUieme ia to wifely laid^ fo com* 
plete and finifhed in all its parts, that no 
power or policy can defeat the exealtioQ 
of it : " For whom God did foreknow, hfe 
^ alio did predeftinatc to be conformed to 
^ the image of his Son, that he might be 
^ the firft - bom among mtoy brethren. 
** Moreover, whom he did predeftinatCi 
^^ them he alfo called: ^nd whom he calt^ 
^^ edy them he alio juftified : and whom 
** he juftified, them he alfo glorified."—^ 
So that the man whom Odd hath *^ called 
^« by his grace," is juft as fjrfe as Omnipo^ 
tence can make him. Looking . backward 
to God's purpofc before time commenced^ 
and forward to thq glory that awaits him 
when time fhall be no more^ he mky bold- 
ly bid defiance to every adverfe power^ 
faying, in the triumphant latnguage of 
this Apoflle, " Who fhall lay any thing 
" to the charge, of . God's eleiS ?" and, 

" Who 
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* Who fliall Separate us firom the luve of 
^ GoAr 

The words I am to difgdifrfe upon, ptt- 
ient the ihfpired author to our view in a 
▼cry ftriking and dgreeable light. Tranf^' 
ported and overpowered! with the greatnefs ' 
of the fubjed, he makes a fudden and So- 
lemn paufe; and then a{ks the queftlon, 
^What Jhall we fay to theft things P^^No- 
thing can be faid agairffi them : and it is . 
impof£ble to exceed in their juil commen- 
dation. What then Jhall, we fay to them f 
What ufe fliall We make of* thefc comfort-* 
able truths? or what conctuHon fliall we 
draw from them ?— — This I take to be the 
true meaning of the queftion. And ad 
important queftion it is : BlefTed be God, 
t^ho put it into the heart of his fervanj^ 

both to propofe and anfwer it Wellt. 

then, what doth a St Paul fay U theji' 
tbingi? or rather, what anfwer doth the 
Spirit of God indite ? — Let every believer , 
in Chrift liften with joy, .and apjply it to 
kimfelf: IfCodbefcrus^ who can be a^aiffi 

mf . ^ : ' V ./v-> ■' -^ 

As the ApofUci through tKe wkole of 
' Voi,L U this 
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this chapter, fpeaks in the charader of a^, 
afltired^ Chriftiaii, the word if cannot be ^ 
fuppofed to imply any doubtfulnefs or un- 
certainty about the truth of the propofi-. 
tion to which it relates ; but rather taketh^ * 
it for granted, and is of the fame import, 
as though the Apoftle had exprefled himfelf] 
thus : Seeing that God is for us : And there- 
fore, inftead. of proving what none will de- " 
ny, namely, that this privilege doth really,^ 
belong to fancSfcified believers, I Ihall rather, 
in thtfrfi place, briefly unfold its meaning * 
and worth ; — ^and then fliow, in the fecond^ 
place, what a folid foundation it lays for the 
joyful concluiGon, or rather the triumphant, 
challenge, in the^clofc of the verfe. Who can' 
he^gainft us? . 

* I begin with unfolding tlic privilege it- 
i€iiy God is for uk And it neceffarily im*' 
plies, that 

'God is our friend. This is. the very, 
loweft ftnfe the words will bear ; and yet, 
my brethren, who can tell, nay, who can ' 
ebbccive the' importance and worth of ttis 
finglc blefling? — --To be in a ftate of fa* 

vour 



xi« 



Voilr.witihL the' grcateft' and tKc ieft ibf JEkh 
inga, the fatiier: of our fpiKts- too,:, upon^ 
vrhom we cbnftantlj depend for J2re;.and« 
all things;", how- dclightftd ' the " .thought !^ 
How difmal to -fuppofe ourfclves ''in 'lhi| 
oppofite condition !-r—r- As ;! fpeak- at pre^ 
fent to real. Chriftians only^,Xjp«ed not, en-x 
large upon this branch of ywr happihefs^r! 
Many of you^ doubtlcfs, can rememhci*: 
the time. when, lying under the fenfe'of.. 
unpardoned guiltj and the fearful appre-^ 
heniions of deferved wrath, you would 
have parted with ten thoufand worlds like.. 
this, for one ray of God's countenance, 
for the rcmoteft hint of pardon and ac- " 

ceptancci- Such, 1 know, will require. 

no commendation of the divine friendf^ip : 
You have already le>irned f^Qtn.ejipcrjienfeif 
the fureft and moft convincingf^teacher^ 
that no enjoyment is eomparabie rtQ /tixe;^ 
•affurancc of God's, love j.n^y, fJiSt^all; other 
enjoyments are taflelefs, or rather; bitter,- 
without it. . • . 

But the expreffion carries, in .it a:higher 
meaning than this i \ It. not only importsi 
that God is^rcconolfidLiqp: us j but i that he:^ 
U 2 likewiic 
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likewife tdktth oar part, and is aftive far 
our goocL ■ God is fir ms; that is, he i» 
90 nur fide^ and employi all his perfe^on» 
for our fafety and happinefs. He not ovXf 
gracionily forgiTcs what hath formerly- 
been done by ns againft himfelf ; but, as 
Ux as can confift with the perfe^on and 
Inppineis of his nature, he feels and re*, 
ients what by others is at any time done 
againft us. ^ He that toucheth you,** 
laith he, ^ toucheth thQ apple of mine 
^ eye." And what fhall we think of thi8^ 
«»6alaam could fay, ^^ Surely there is na 
'* enchantment againfl Jacob, neither is 
^^ there any divination againft Ifrael;*^ 
fer ^* the Lord his God is with him, and 
^ the fiiout of a king is among them." 
Ytt this privilege is common to all belie- 
^^ers in Chrift: dio Lord of hods is t heir- 
guardian as well as their friend; he char** 
geth him&lf with their protie<5tion ; he 
^opts them into his family ; and not ov^y 
dignifies them with the title of children, 
but doth likewife enrich them with all the 
immunities and privileges whieh that high 
and eadeaxing appellatiois imports. And 
" '• • what 
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"vrVat may they not icxpedl from fucli k 
JF&ther ? whofe wifd^JMb is infinite, wh6& 
fiDwcr is irrcfiftibte, whofe •* mercy ft 
^ everlaftiag/' and ^bfe ** tfudi end)^ 
?* rcth to all gcneratxonB.^'-^^'i-i-And whAi 
{ mention the truth cf God, dbitf leads mfc 
to obferve another iixiportanc ftfcrfe^ i&. 
which it may be jnfUy £dd^ that ^GW iir /St 
w; namely^ ^ ; 

That h(i is oist God in coresaat, a»l 
faath pledged his veracicy «nd fahhfiiliieft 
for every blefling t»r circumftances caik 
require. — t-^^—It is comfortable to know 
that God is not only reconciled to «(i, btsc 
that he likewife taketh 6ur ^rt, and k 
aftive for our good.-^-^-^Neyerchelefs, H 
that jealoufy, which is infeparable from a 
ironfcioiufnefs of ^vult, xniglit ftill fuggdk 
to us, that fbme imfore£%Q teufe s&a^ 
throw us out i}£ hk proteiftion; thtrdftfite 
^^ God being willing tnore abundantly t^ 
" (how unto the bek-s of promife the ixtt- 
^^ muubilijty of his counfel, hath confirifii^ 
^ ed it by an oath ; that by tmi immiier 
^^ tablb things^ in wMch it was impbfr 
•♦• fible fiatT God to lie, we might have a 
XJ 3 ^ ftrong 
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/**flxong conftilatton,^who^ have -fled for 
^.refuge to lay hold upon the hope let 
ff before us/* * God hath not left us to 
4>cll*out our 'privileges, or to reafon our- 
ielves into the hope of good things ; he 
•!hath;plainl7 told ui5 what is in his hearty 
Jffi hilthlput his merciful defigns into the 
4ofm of .a: covenant, .and expreffed them 
in a variety of gracious promifes ; by the 
Jielp of which we may lay hold upon his 
£ruth, and plead the honour of the God* 
Il»d : -for every, bleffing we need. Nay^ 
this 'covenant is fealed with the blood of 
hia own Son ; upon which account it 
Xometim^ gets the name of a ttjlfiment^ 
chat is, an irrevocable deed, made furc 
^n4: .tfoalterable by the death of the tefia-^ 
fm^. JJereby the firipeft foundation is laid 
to;; piu: faith and hope ; and that our joy 
.ma^y jbe full, lie hath inftiruted the holy 
^cr^ment of the fupper, wjierein vifible 
pledge^ of hia Ipvc are put into our hands ; 
4nd^by bread and wine, the appointed fym- 
^jpjs of the broken body and fhed' bk>od df 
OW Redeemer, Ghrift, and jiU the benefits 
:■/.:■ \ r^ -\ ,. ■ ' of 
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of his purchafe, are reprefentcd, fealed, and 
applied to believers. . -^ 

Thefe few hints may ferve to give yp^ 
fome view both of the meaning and worth 
of this important privilege :-^G^^ /jj^r J// : 
— he is our friend; — he is on /our fide^-— 
he is our God in covenant, and Jiath givei;i 
us every kind of fecurity our hearts ^ copl^ 
deflre, .for whatever is conducive to, our 
real intereft. — ^In all, and in eacli of t&e£b 
refpedls, may the CHriftian Tay, that Coii fs 
for him. Let us now cpfifider, in the ,,* 

Second place. The confequencc of this 
privilege, or the joyful conclufion which 
tlie Apoftle draws .from it \—Wbo can ic 
againjl us ? 

It IS exprefled, you fee, in tlic iprm of ^a 
queftion or cliailenge ; St Paul, in the name 
of all true believers, gives A bold .defiance 
to earth' and hell, and triumphs in the ^ 
furance of their fafety and happinefs. 
The queftion doth not imply, that they 
who have God on their fide,' fhall have no 
enemies at all; fuch an immunity woul^ 
be inconfiftent with a ftate of trial, and the 
XJ 4 Scriptures 
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Scriptures give us no warrant to expeifl any 

thing of thi$ kind ; on the contrary, they 

aflure us, that ^^ through much tribulation 

•• wc mud enter into the kingdom of hea^ 

** ven.'^ — ^' Our adverfary the devil, as a roar- 

^^ ing lion, walketh about feeking whon^ 

^^ be may devour.** — " We wreftle not only 

^, againft fleih and blood ; but againd priur 

^ dpalities and powers, againft the riilerv 

^ Qf the darkneis of this world, and againft 

^ fpi ritual wickednefTes in high places.** -« 

And as, in thct 4^ys pf Abraham, ^^ he that 

** was born after the flefh, perfecuted hinj 

^* that was bora after the fpirit ; even fo it 

•* is now.** Nor fliall this warfare ceafe, 

till that great day of the Lord cpme, when 

^ all his enemies (hall be made his foot* 

^* ftgol.** But tthe queftioa, or defiance, 

inay lawfully b^ confidere4 as importing 

the following particulars. 

ijl^ Tliat none Jbatt bt c^ainfi f^x whofc 
&vour is defirable. 

That the children of God too frequently 
fall out among themfelves, and fquabble iij 
the dark, is a melancholy truth; and that 
theft contentions are unfeemly and hurtful 

things, 
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things, canivot be denied : But a little mora 
day-light wQuId foon put an end to the 
fcuffle, make them afhamed of their xxiifi 
takes, ^d unite fhexx), is the bonds of aqt 
everlafting f^iendihip. — The perfpns I fpea^ 
of, are they who are enemies to believers as 
iuch : and of tbem I fty, that their favour 
is not worthy to be coveted, neither doth the 
want of it defefvc to be regretted* Wha> 
regard is due to the judgement of thoiie whp 
are fo blind, that they fee no beauty, in tib^ 
infinitely perfect God himfelf? efjpeclally 
when their enmity againft us is only the natu«» 
ral e£fedi; of this woful flupidity; accordin| 
to that affertion of the Apoftle John, ^ Theror 
'^ fore the world knpweth us not, becanie k 
" knew him not."——" If the world hate 
^* you," faid our Lord, " ye know that it 
^^ hated me before it hated you««^If ye were 
^^ of the world, th^ world would. love his 
^^ own; but becauie ye are not of the world^ 
^^ but X have qhqfen ycm out of the worlds 
^' tbtrefoKf jhe world hateth you.". And 
ought .^y. wife man to be difquicted oa 

that account? Nay, my brethren^ did 

we view our en^nies in this li^ht, we ihould 

look 
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^ook upon tfiem as objeds of pity, fathet 
thaii of fear or " refentment ; and any little 
kurt they could do to us, would fcarcely bfc 
^clt,"^whilft we Aotfght of the infinitely 
greater mifchief they were' doing to them- 
iclves: • . • - 

* ^ddfy^ Jf God Be for us^ who can prevail 
tgainft usf Who (hall be able totally to fub- 
^u^lis, to deprive' us of the glory and hap- 
pHxeftSnrc look for? Indeed, if the fafety 
yr bdierers depended on their own ability 
XP keep- hold of God ; if they were left, as 
it were, to hang upon him by the mere 
|freng;th ©r their own arms ; a little force 
w" cunning might foon loofen their grafp, 
and-puH them away from him. But herein, 
iny brethren, lies their fecurity, an omni- 
jiotfot God keepech faft hold of them ; they 
^rc" committed to that good Shepherd/* 'who 
^ gathers thfe Iambs with his atrfi's, "aiid'car^ 
** ri& theni in his ^boibni, ilid "gently le^ds 
f tha5r^-t^at arc Wh--y8uflg:*''*^ey;a^ 
joiiifed tor^od bythe fjOtrd'o^'an^^^evV^a^^ 
*• ing- covenant,' of dercd m' all tilings and 
^ fure ;" and tfefcy who would attempt to 
tear them kcm' fthtf/liitrii fifff of aD •make 
'^*'^* void 
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Toid that covenant, reverie the unchanged 
able purpofe of God, and oblige the AI* 
mighty to refiign his power. — ^Such is the 
defperate enterprife in which the enemies 
of G6d*8 children are engaged : it is not 
the creature, but the CSreator they have tb 
cope with ; Jehovah himfelf rauft be over- 
come^ before the weakeft believer can fall 
into their hands, Juflly then might the 
Apoftle fay, as in the clbfe of this chapter^ 
*' Who (hall feparate us from the love df 
/* Chrift? (hall tribulation, or diftrefs, or 
** perfecution, or famine, or nakednefs, bir 
" peril, or fword I — Nay, in all thefe thing^ 
" we are more tlian conquerors, through 
^^ him that loved us. For i am perfuaded, 
** that neither death nor life, nor angels, 
" nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
" prefent, northings to come, nor height, 
** not depth, nor any other creature, "fhall 
" be able to feparate us from the lo*e ' of 
" Gbd which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord.** 

'. Nay, my text will allow us to advance 

a. flep farther, and' to fay, in the 

3^ place, ^' G(^ be Jhr us^^ who fhall be 
able to do us any material hurt' in die mean 

^ time? 
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dmc?— r— To be affured of final falvation, 
is indeed an unfpeakable blei&ng ; to know 
l^t^our enemies, fhall not' tocally prevail 
jigainfl us^ is a defirable privilege; yet a 
great addition would be made to our com- 
fort) could we alfb be alTured, that their 
malice and enmity, inftead of hurting ua, 
&all contribute as means to promote our 
frue intereCt— — Well, then, the Apoftle^ 
^nder the diredlion of God^s unerring Spirit, 
2iath aflerted this in the ftrongeft and mod 
^bfblute terms: "/We know," faith he at 
the 28th veric of this chapter ; we do not 
t)arely hope, but " we inoWy that all things 
** work together for good, to them that love 
^* God, to them who are the called accords 
•• ing to his purpofe." — Satan endeavours 
to blow out the fpark of grace ; but iniiead 
of that, he kindles it into a flame, and only 
blows away the afhes that covered it. 
He plieth the faints with his, fiery darts; 
but inftead of jelling them, he renders them 
ijiore expert in the art of defence, teacheth 
them the ufe of " the £bield of faith," apd 
the other parts of their fpirltual armour. — 
\vk ihorty God eflfedually baffiea every at- 
tempt 
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tempt c«f their exiemies: He *• beats their 
** fwords into plough- ihareSy and their fpear^ 
"into prumng-hooks f ' that is, he coiiYert9 
their hoftife weapons into inflnxments of 
huibandry, for the culture and' improve- 
ment ef his people, that in greater abun- 
dance they may bring forth " thofe fruitt 
*^ of righteoufnefs, which are, through jie- 
•* fus Chrift, to his praife and glory.** 

Thus have I opened the joyfuf import of 
this queftion, or challenge, If God he for us^ 
wbo, can be agatnji us t And in the review of 
all that hath been faid, can we forbear to 
cry out with the holy Pfalmift, " Happy is 
*' the people that is in fuch a cafe ; yea^ 
*• happy is that people whofe God is the 

" Lord !*' ^What I further intend is, tor 

give you a few plain and neceflary direc- 
tions about the ufe you ought to make of 
this comfortable fubjeil. 

But before I proceed to thefei compaflioii 
to the fouls of fbme who may be hearing 
me, obliges me fo fet before you a very dif- 
ferent profpedl, by inverting the cjueftion, 
and putting it in this form : 

If 



\ 
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If God be againft ui^ wb0 tbin can It fat ^ 

" The Lord i$ in his .holy templci the 
^ Lord's throne is in heaven : his eyes be* 
*^ hold, his eye^lids try the children of men. 
*• The Lord trieth the righteous : but the 
^* wicked, and him that loveth violence, his 
*^ foul hateth. Upon the wicked he fhall 
•* rain fnares, fire and brimftone, and an 
•' horrible tempeft : this Ihall be the portion 
*' of their cup/'— « Thine hand Ihall find 
^* out all thine enemies/V faith the Pfalmift^ 
^^ thy right hand fhall find out thofe that 
^' hate thee : thou (halt make them as a fiery 
" oven in the time of thine anger ; the 
** Lord Ihall fwallow them up in his wrath, 
** and the fire Ihall devour them*" How 
awful are thefe words, uttered by God 
himfelf ! ^ I, even I am he, and there is 
** no God with me: I kill, and I make alive j 
** I wound, and I heal; neither is there any 
•Vthat caln deliver out of my hand. For I 
**.^lift up my hand to heaven, and fay, I 
"Mive for ever. If 1 whet my glittering 
•* fword, and mine hand take hold on judge- 
** ment ; I will render vengeance to mine 
,' " enemies. 
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** .enemies, and will reward ihem. that hate 
" me : I will make mine arrows drunk with 

« blood." And " Can you ftand before 

** his indignation? Can^ you abide in the. 
** fiercenefs of his anger, when his ftiry is* 
** poured out like fire, and the rocks are 
*' thrown down by him ?'!^ Confider tHs, 
ye that forget God, left he tear you ii\ 
pieces when there fliall be. none to deliver.^ 
Who can make you happy, if God pro-_ 
nounce you miferable ? . "^ho can give . 
quietnefs, if he caufe trguble ?^ Who can 
fcreen you from his juftice ? And, Oh,!, whp^ 
can fupport you under the weight of , his 
vengeance?— — For the Lord's fake, tajce a- 
ferious view of your condition ; and ihen^ 
turn your eyes to that cpmpaflionate Re-' 
deemer, whofe arms are yet -extended to^ 
embrace you : Flee fpeedily to him as your* 
oiily fandluary : Let the earth be acquainted* 
with your bended knees ; let the air be ac-* 
quainted with your fervent fuppfications^' 
till you have reafon to cpnclude, that ypiji' 
are vitally united to the Lord JeJus Chriifi^'* 
who " of God is made,** '^^to all who be* 



lieve in him, " wifUbm, "anH,,righte6uft;^ 

•^ net 
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^ ndty and (anftificatioiiy and redcmptioiiLr 
As Iw yoo who are Chiiftiaiis indeed^ to 
iviioin aH the comfort of diis text bdoi^^ 
kt me beg your antntion to a few ncceflary 
advicesy with wUch I fhall coadode this dill 
coorie. 

i^. Beware of definfing your cnemiet; 
for that fhall betray yoa into fecmity aw^f 

careVflhrfk Remember, that however 

weak they are in comparifon with God, yet 
in themfclTes they are ftrofng and fbnni- 
dabk ; infbmuch that were God to look on, 
and leave yon to your own defence, yoa 
ihould qolckly and eafily be overmatched. 
In other armicf , the ftrength of the general 
confidedi in die namber and valour of his 
troops; but in the Qiriftian army, the 
firength of the whole hoft, and of every 
ibldier in pardcnlar, lies in him who is the 
Lord of hods. We ought therefore to msdn- 
tain an habitoal jealouiy of ourfehres : we 
ate never in greater dimgcr than when we 
aif mod confident that we are put of dan- 
ger ; fb that the caution which the ApofUe 
gave to the Gentile converts, is always in 
icaibn : ** Be not high-minded, but fear :^ 

and 
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aod again^ ^ Let him that thinketh he ftand- 
** cth, take Heed left he fall." At the fame 
time^ though you muft not defpiie youf 
enemies^ yet neither, in the 

id place, Ought you to be afraid of them. 
TTie true Chriftian temper lies in the juft 
medium betwixt thefe bppofite extremes: 
and therefore v^e are exhorted, not only 
" to watch/' but alfb " to quit ourfelves 
^* like men ;" — ** to endure hardnefs as 
•* good foldiers of Jefus Chrift," — and to be 
•* ftrotig in the Lord, and in the power of 

" his might." « Fear not," faith God, 

" for I am with thee : be not difmayed, for 
•• 1 am thy God: I will flrehgtheh theej 
•* yea, I will help theej yea, I will uphold 
^ thee with the right hand of my righte- 
** oufiiefs." After this encouraging manner 
doth God fpeak to his children* Nay, he 
chides them when they betray the leaft ti* 
moroufnefs in his fervice; as in ffaiah^ 
chap. li. X2, 13. " Who art thou, that thoU 
" fliouldift be afraid of a man that fhall 
" die, and of the fon of man which ftiall be 
•* made as grafs? and forgetteft the Lord 
" thy Maker, that hath ftretched forth the 

Vol. L X •* heavens^ 
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" heavens, and laid the foundations of the. 
" earth? and haft feared continually every 
" day, becaufe of the fury of the opprefTor, 
" as if he were ready to deftroy? And 

" where is the fury of the oppreflbr ?** 

— Hear how David triumphs in the a(Iu-» 
ranee of his fafety, upon grounds which 
are common to all believers in Chrift: 
" The Lord is my light and my falvation, 
« whom Ihall I fear? The Lord is the 
" ftrength of my life, of whom fhall I be 
** afraid? Though an hoft fhould encamp 
" againft me^ my heart fhall not fear : tho' 
^^ war fhould rife againft me, in this will I 
" be confident/' Let the wicked tremble, 
they have reafon to do fo} but ^^ let the 
" heart of every one rejoice that feeks the 
** Lord." Vi<5iory is infured to you; the 
great " Captain of falvation" hath already 
conquered all your enemies, and ere long 
he fhall return, and bring you with finging 
into the heavenly Zion : then fhall you ob-- 
tain gladnefs and joy, and fdrrow and 

mourning fhall flee away. But as the 

ftrength by which you muft overcome is 

not 
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not your own, 'this makes it neceflary that I 
diredl and exhort you, in the 

yi pkce, To depend upon God, and to. 
walk clofely with him. For this end, ^^ a^- 
** bide in Chrift ;*' for there it is alone that 
God and finners can meet as friends. ^^ God 
^ is in Cbrift^' faith the Apoftle Paul, « r^- 
** conciling the wprld unto himfelf :" indeed 
he is no where elfe in the character of a re^ 
condkr ; and confequendy, if we wifli to 
dwell under his fhadow, it is neceflary that 
we be in Cbrift aUb« This was one of the 
folemn advices which our Lord gave to his 
difciples a little before his death :^ Abide* 
** in me j*' — ^** as the branch cannot bear 
" fruit of itfelf except it abide in the vine, 
** no more can ye, except ye abide in me ;" 
for ** without me," or feparated from me, 
" ye can do nothing." In the 

/^b and Ic^ place. Seeing. God is' for us^^ 
let us be for him : let us appear openly on 
his fide, and a£t with risfolution and vigour 
in his fervice.^— God can do his work with- 
out us ; he (lands in no need of our ailift* 
ance ; yet fuch is his condefcenfion,^'that he 
invites us to the honour of being ^* workers 
X 2 ♦* together 
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^ togethor wkh himfirU^** And what cam 
fire our ambidctt if dm do not 1 ■■ H e is 
juft now caliiog aiosdt both by faia word 
aad by his pfo^idmnce^ ^ Who will riie np- 
^ for me ^^^ft the eyil doot ? who wilf 
^ (land up fiH* me agaioB: the workers c^ 
^ miqiiity ?" ' -X) ! kc eadk of us make hafte 
tf> reply wi^ the evangelical prophet^ 

^* Here ai^: J^ iend me/' At the fainc 

tamiQ^ let u« «cho back die c^ an^ humbly 
expQftolalie widi him in th^ wQrd9 which 
his own Spidc hsidk di^tdH^di ^ Aril^ O 
^ Lord, . and plead dube.. own caufe ; re- 
^ member: i^w thei fwUMH man reproach^ 
^ eth diee ^4aa^•"-rT— •* It is time for thee 
^^ to wQf)^; for they hare made Tend diy 
" law/*H-Thttft doth God permk u« to fe- 
mmd hiti^oChis own bereft, while we ousr^ 
ielves are in a pofture for ziQlYt fer^ice; 
9nd ^od^ pleadings ai^ highly ^eali^g and 
acjccptlfclep^ J J Let u% then, tsiy^ bFeduFe% 
in ous; r^^^y^ ilauonS) do wh^t m us 
lies, to advance the kingdom., of Chiifi: in 
the wor44t> ^4k1» to bear .down every thing 
dut ftands :^ oppoiltion to it. Let the 
^ sjgh;^u« be^^ bold as^ Uons. ;^ . and then 
. . :y, - . may 



S^E R M ON Xn. s^s 

may we hope, that " iniquity," as afliamed, 
ihall hide her head, and ^^ (lop her mouth." 
At any rate, ^ our record fliall be on high," 
and " our reward with our God." He wlU 
receive us unto himfeU; ** in that day when 
4« he maketh up his jewels :" and then ihall 
an everlafting diltindion be made ^^ between 
^^ the righteous and the wicked 9 T^etween 
**> him that fenreth God, and him that ier-^ 
*^^ veth imn not " ^mm. 
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LuK£ xiL 35, 36, 37. 

Let your Itnns be girded about ^ and your lights 
hinting ; and ye your/elves Hie unto men that 
wait for their Lord^ when he will return 

' from the wedding ; that when he cometh and 
inocieth^ they may open unto him immediately. 
Blejfed are tbofe fervants^ whom the Lord^ 
when he cmteihj Jball find watching : verily 
I fay unto you ^ that he Jball gird himfelf and 
make them to fit down to meaty and will 
eomefchrth andfervc them. 

THE obvious defigiv. of this palTage is, 
to excite us to a ferious preparation ifor 
the awful folemnities of death and judge- 
ment. We are here directed to coniider 
ourfelves as fervants, who have a Mafter in 
heaven ; of whofe return we have the ftrong- 
cft afliirance, but are utterly ignorant of the 
precife time of his coming ; and therefore 
it is both our duty and our intereft, to be 
always on our guard, and in a fit poflure to 

receive 
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receive him : The happy confequence- of 
which fhall be, that our Lord will not only 
approve of our prudent and zealous concern 
to pleafe him, but he will $ven delight to 
honour us : he will not deal widi us as fer- 
vants, but as friends ; and will beftow upon 
\i& a reward infinitely beyond what any fer- 
vices could intitle us to.— So that here we 
have a fliort, but comprehenfive, account of 
the Ghiiftian's work and recompence; our 
duty and encouragement are both fet before 
tis. . 

Our duty is reprefented, by the diligent 
care of fervants, to have every thing in readi- 
nefs for the reception of their abfent mailer. 
As the Jews, and other eaftern people, com- 
monly wore long and loofe garments, it was 
neceflary, when they had any thing to do 
which required ftrength or agihty, that they 
Ihould tuck them up, and gird them clofe 
about them : Now, fays our Saviour, in al- 
lufion to this, Lst pur kins be girded about : 
that is, lay afide every thing that may en- 
tangle you in your work : let your lights be 
continually burnings and ye yourfelves, in 
«very other refped, like fervants, who arc 
X 4 anxious 
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anxbus to pleafe their Lord, and to be found 
diligent in their proper bufineft^ at what* 
ever hour he ihall come; that, tcbea be 
knocketb^ you may be ready to give him pre* 
ient admictance, and not be furpsifed ia wf 
diibrder* 

The reward of the cUIigcnt and &ithf^ 
fervant is defcribed in the iame allegorical 
manner: Verily ^ fays he, when their maftep 
returns, and finds them thus employed, he 
will bellow upon them ibme extraordinary 
marks of honour and regard : He jfnll not 
confider them as mere fervants, ^ who have 
^' done no more than was their duty ;" but 
will advance them to the rank of friends^ 
he will entertain them in the moft hberal 
and gracious manner at his own table ; yea, 
fo condefcending is he, that in fome refpedts 
he will lay afide his fuperiority, as if he 
{hould gird bimfelf hke a fervant, and com 
forth and wait upon them. 

I fhall at prefent confine myfelf to the 
firfl of thefe fubjedU: — namely, th|^ duty 
we owe to our abfent Lord.*-^-— It is thi| 
which more nearly concerns us in the mean 
^paejthe gloriQus reward mentioned io 



SERMON XIIL 319 

the latter pact of my text^ belongs chieflj 
to our encouragement.; and in that view 
I ihall have occa£on to fpeak of it before I 
conclude* 

Now, by this figurative defcription of the 
duty we owe to* our abfent Lord^ we ape 
plainly tapght,. in the 

ijl place. That we ihould lay afide every 
thing that may encumber us in the fervice of 
our Mafler; La your loins be girded aboMt. 
To the fame purpoie the Apoftle Peter ex« 
horts us, I Peter i. 13. ** Wherefore gird up 
*^ the loins of your mind, be fbber, and hope 
*^ to the end, for the grace thai is to be 
^^ brought unto you at the revelation of 
« Jefus ChriiL" The New Teftament ar 
bounds with many exhoreation9 of the fame 
kind ; which will appear to have a. peculiar 
propriety, if we confider thole figurative re- 
prelentations of our work to which they are 
applied. It is called a race^ a JM/e^ a W4^<* 
fare: we muid run, and wrefUe, sind fight; 
and therefore have need of all our ftrength 
9nd activity. Lonqg; garments are for or- 
nament. 
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namftir^ bat not for nfir : thefir mull be ga- 
dicred up, or laid afide, when a man ad« 
drefles hioiielf to any laborious bofineiL 
Now inch is the nature of our Chriffian 
work: ^ The kmgdom of heaven fiifieredt 
^ violence, and the violent take it by foroe:^ 
We muft do more than ^S^ adnutcance ; we 
muft ^ Jlrivr to enter in at the ftrait gate ; 
^ for many fhall Jeei to enter in, and ihall 
^ not be able.'* Think of diis, my bre- 
thren ; ponder the difficulties in your war- 
fu-e; view the greatnefs of your work; con- 
fider the number and ftrength of your cne-* 
mies ; look throi^h that large fyftem of du^ 
ties you have to perfcMin; and then you 
muft be convinced, that the moft vigorous 
exertion of every adive power is no more 
dian needful in fuch drcumftances as ours. 
We muft therefore, I fay, labour to get rid 
of every incumbrance, and to be always 
in a pofture for adive fervice. I need not 
tdl you what tliefe incumbrances are. In 
general, whatever unfits us for duty, that 
muft be laid afide. More particularly, an 
earthly mind, pride of iieart, and the love 

of 
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of fcnlual plcaiures, arc three great enemies 
to holy diligence in the work of the Lord* 
l¥hilft our affedtions lie thus low, it is im- 
poflible we can do any thing to purpofe; 
nay, if this be their prevailing bent, we 
(hall a^ in diredt oppofitioh to the laws of 
our Mailer. In ihort, our firft care fhould 
be, to corred that diforder which is within 
us ; to get our hearts pmified by the Spirit 
of God, and raifed above the profits, and 
pleafures, and honours, of this vain world : 
for " out of the heart are the iflhes <£ life j*' 
and fuch as our a£fe6)ions are, fuch will the 
courfe of our actions be.-*— i— But it is not 
enough to have our ioifts thus girded about^ 
we muft alfo,^ in the 

2// place. Have our lights burning. ' ■ 
This may import the care we fhould be- 
ftow, to have oiur minds fumifhed widi 
the knowledge of our duty; for as fer* 
vants cannot work to any purpofe in the 
dark, fo neither can we be good and fruit- 
ful Ghriflians, without a competent know* 
ledge of that divine law which is the only 
infallible rule of our condudl* If we fhall 

- . take 
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take this to be the meaning of the words^ 
they no doubt teach ns a moft importaat 
and neceilarj leflbn; namely. That we 
jhould carefully fearch the facred Scripcorefl^ 
^nH^ with a fincere and humble temper of 
mind, labour to know what u ^ the good^ 
^ and acceptabk, and perfed will of owr 
« God." 

But I n^ier incline to underfUnd thb 
expreffion, as impordiig the lively and 
cpnftant exercife of all our Chriftian graoc^ 
This indeed is the be£k preparation for our 

Lord's return. To have our repentance 

mourning over our paft fins, and keepii^ 
the heart humUe under a fenfe of gmlt; 
— our faith applying the blood of Chrift 
for pardon, and deriving at the iame 
time ftrength from above for vanquiihing 
our lufb, that ^ fin may mo more have do* 
<^ minion over us;^— «our love embracing aa 
unfeen Saviour, and extending to all hit 
members ;«-our hope calling anchor with* 
in the vail, and keeping the foul fixed and 
Heady, amidfl all the revdutions of this 
changing world ; --^ our patience triumphp 
ing over fufierings; our meeknefs pailing 
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by ii^uries, bkffiag and doing good to 
oar mc^ inveterate enemies ; — and^ by the 
bappy ii^uence of all tbefe, the light of 
our enernal eondtuEt adorning our profef^ 
fio0, luid.tengaging. others ta glorify otir 
heatenly Father :— This is to have dnr S^Jbts 
durmftg indeed : this will make us ready to 
OKet oiar Lord. We £haU not be backward 
to f^n at his call, when all is thus cleanfed 
and in good order within. — ^And this^ is the 
preparatiMi we ought chiefly to ftudy*— Oiir 
readxnefs to wmk will not avail us by itfelf ; 
we muft be doing, our work muft be ad- 
Tancing : for in vain do we trim the bmp^ 
if it do not flxine and give light; in vaia 
are our hms girded abouty if we have nothing 
to4a^ or negle<5t oar bufinefe.—— Further^ 
in the 

yl place. We aft here direded to be 
conftantLy on our guard, and to keep a 
ftrid: and careful waicb ttU our Mafter re- 
turn. 

Watchfulnefs is frequently in Scripture 
opi^fed to fleepi and that even the bed 
CSiriilians have need of diis caution, we 
may learn from our Saviour^s parable of 

the 
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the ten virgins ; where it is faid, (Mattb. 
XXV. 5.), that " while the bridegroom tar- 
•* ried, tbey all^^ that is, the wife as well 
as the fooliih, ** flximbered and flept.*' 
Carnal ixnd unregenerated finners are re* 
prefented in Scripture as being in a ftate 
of death ; quite ftupid and unfeeling : 
but even thofe who have got a principle of 
new life, may fuffer very fad decays ; and 
though they do not totally expire, yet they 
may fall into that fkep which is the image ^ 
of death. — ^Though the precious oil which 
feeds the light, will not fuflFer it to go out \ 
yet for want of trimming, it may grow fo 
dim and obfcure, that it fhall fcarcely be 
difcemible. Now, this, my brethren, is a 
very melancholy fituation ; . and it highly 
concerneth us to guard againft it with our 
utmoft care. We read of fome who loft their 
firft love ; nay, Paul complains of the He- 
brews, that they had loft even their, former 
knowledge, and had need ** to be taught 
** again, which be the firft principles of the 
" oracles of God." — — ** The hand of the ' 
^^ diligent maketh rich ; and he that i& 
^* llothful is brother to him that is a. great. 

« wafter." 
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*• waller.'* Indeed, if holinefs were natural 
to us, then it might abide with us, and grow 
up of its own accord, without any care on 
our part : but as it is of a foreign extrac- 
tion, and as our hearts are choaked up 
with noiscious weeds, this precious feed 
mud be watched over, and carefully tend- 
ed, otherwife it will ftarve and decay. 
The fleeping Chriftian cannot thrive; and 
if he be furprifed in that condition, when 
his Mafter calls, how great fhaU his dii^ 
order be! We ihoiild therefore beware of 
flothfulnefs ; wc have ftill work to do, 
and God hath not allowed us one moment 
more than is needfuls L et us then 

awake to our bu£uiefs; let us never think 
we have £niihed our tafk fo long as there 
is any part of the day to run ; but let us 
imitate the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, 
who, notwithflanding his high attain* 
ments in religion, yet *^ did not think he 
^* had already obtained, either was al- 
^^ ready perfect; but, forgetting the things 
*^ which were behind, and reaching forth 
** unto thofe things which were before, 
^^ he preiTed towards the mark, for the 

" prize 
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^ pritt of the high calling of Cod in Chrift 
^ Jefua.^' 

But we may confider wat^bfulnefs in ail- 
other light; fiamely, as a duty arifiiig^ 
from our preftnt drcumftances of danger. 
^ — ^And in this view the neceffity of k 
will appear unfpeakably great; for though 
we could acquire fuch a (lock of graces, 
that we needed' not make any further ad- 
dition to them; nay, though we might 
even lie down and fleep, without any ap- 
preh^nfion of their decay ; yet if we be 
in: danger from without, if thieves may 
break through and (leal our treafure, then 
of neceffity we muft be conftantly on ow* 
guard: nor is it wife in us to drop our 

watch for one moment. ^And who can 

doubt that this is our fituation ? ^ Watch 
** and ^f^jy^ faid our Saviour, " that ye 
•^ enter not into temptation.'* So great is 
our danger, that our own vigilance is not 
fufficient to fecure us; we muft call in 
foreign afliftancc, we muft implore the di- 
vine aid ; for ** unless an almighty guar- 
" diain keep the city, the watchman wa- 
*' keth in vain."— —Yea, .when Satan de- 

£u*ed 
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firBd'^tb^Kkvg Pet^/^that he iAighf!?«<:fif» 
*"hinr dfi wheat,"" out- • Saviour 'iiini.fei^ 
jKfhd' had ehcfturitered thi's eaemy, ^ anct 
l^n^W iiis ftrength,' prayed for his zealous- 
3iftipfe/= that his faith might not fait* 
And if "both watchfulntfs ^nd 'projef ' be 
lieceffary for our defence;' alaS'^Vh^ fhall 
Cecome bfn:hore who iregiedirlToth'^? 'On^ 
c?)mpares the gracious foul t6 a- {hip richly 
laden ; "which is the greatet wmptationv tx:^ 
pirates upon that Very account;.:.! >iay hot 
this \o difcdurage the fincei^- Ghriftian ; 
for greater is he that is with yoit. than all 
that" can td^ ag*lnft.ybu: **but lihedrinfcs it 
Ihould excite yoif'^td double youhci^atch- 
fulnefs.- If you have profited tiji^ the: means 
of grace ;-^lf your treafure isi mcffeafed ; 
'— - inftead of growing -fecure; yoisi' Aould 
be the more humblef'^ilicl" wlitdifut upon 
that very account : — i- fc^r peedfliil 'ii? tKat 
Caution^ ** Let him' that^thiTik^th dxfef:itandi^ 
♦* ethi take heed left he fall/* '^ Oncermorei 
ifi the • * : \ ':. ' :,."^-\ ■:' "^-* -ri ^T ' : * 
4/A place, Oiir .Savi6ur fieri? direfis^ttt 
to cbnfider ourfeltes :a^ fellow-fervants and 
'niembere of his« femilyvj and in -this vitw^ 
. Vol. L Y anothef 
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azuitJier part of our preparadcm for lus c^ 
)fdag, niuft lie m the perfornumce of the 
divades wd owe to each other, at wett as of 
idioile dtcdes which more immediateTy refpe^' 
]umfel£ Thi» is more clearly pointed out 
to us in the 45th an<l 46ch verfes o£ tIM 
thapter, where w^ £aui a fearful threaten* 
xng denounced agai nft thofe who negle^ 
this mutual rdadon: ** But, and if that fer* 
^ vant £iy in h& heart. My lord delayeth 
** his coming ; and fhidl begin to beat thf 
** pnen^iervaats, and maidens, and to ear 
** and drinkt aad to be drunken : the loni 
" of that fenrant wilt cooxe in ? day whexi 
> he loc&eth not for him, and at aa homr 
^ when he is xsot aware, and will cut hioi 
**'in funder, and will appoint htm his por^ 
^ tion with the imbelieversr** It appeara 
from this paiEkge, that the faitliiul dl^harge 
of foeial diKies, has a higher ran^ in reli- 
^o& than many &em to apprehend. It is 
sot indeed the whole of religion; neither 
can It be called the znoft iflential part of it ; 
Ibr no doubt the duties of the higheil clais 
jse tho& which belong to the firft table of 
die hw, and arife from our firft and moft 

lafting 
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lafling relation* We were the fubjeds of 
God before we became members of human 
ibciety ; and if we prove unfaithful to God, 
it cannot furely give him any pleafure to 
behold confederated rebels living in the 
moft perfe<ft agreement among themfelves: 
ft) that a man may, in feveral refpedls, 
prove an agreeable, perhaps an ufeful, mem* 
ber of fociety, and after all, be condemn* 
ed for his ingratitude to God, and rebel- 
lion againfl his Maken Neverthelefs, the 
difcharge of thofe duties which we owe to 
one another, is of fuch importance in reli- 
gion, that I can warrantably afiBrm, no man 
(hall be faved who tranfgrefles them, or even 
who wilfully and habitually negledts them, 
^^ It is not to be expedled, nor indeed is 
it neceflary, that I fhould give you a detail 
of thefet they are univerfally better under- 
ftood than they are pradlifed. Our duty 
here extends to all the di^rent exprefHons 
of righteoufnefs and love ; and the rule is 
both (hort and plain: All things whatfocver 
ye would that men Jhould do unto you^ do ye 
even fo to them. The beft offices are thofc 
which promote our neighbour's ipiritual 
Y 2 and 
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•jtnd eternal iifter^ftj-acid therefore reUgi/Jwjr 
inftru(5ii<Miy friea^y .^a4v^G«; aad feafprfabk 
reproof, caiincn; -be ^ di^ipeafed • with. Whatt 
ever tends to-difc^iirage yice^ or to promote 
tlie intenefts of religion and virtue, is ftridlly 
incunibent upoii iw, acco|'ding to. the power 
and authority which our ftation gives -us ^ 
and therefore he is but half a magiftrate, 
and a poor half too, who refents only thi 
injury that is done to men, and overlook^ 
thofe horrid inftances of ilnpiety, againft 
God, which the good laws of pur land aiir 
thorife him to punifli. In (hort, whatever 
be our condition in life, tl:iere are certain 
duties belonging to it which we muft per^ 
form : arid I fliall only add, that as the ob- 
ligation is m.utual, both parties are equally 
bound, and neither can with-hold from the 
other what i« due, without an injury : nor 
is, die. fuperior lef& ftridlly bound to thofc 
who are below him, than the inferior to 
thofe wIxO are above him; and they whp 
poffefs the higheft ftatii^^s are ^equally ob- 
liged with the meaneft of their, brethren, to 
*' live foberly, righteoufly, andtgodly, in the 
** world,'* a^id to promote thp^ glory of Qod, 
:. ^ - and 
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4in&-'the • welfare of human focietyj By th^ 
faithful and confcientious- tift xyf all •thoft 
talents which God hath put into their hands ; 
«nd if thtey* d«^ o¥Re3: wiTe,' Ihey iRairTDe-cOn- 
deinhed-and puniflied by their Matter an5 
Judge, when he Cometh again^ • 
• After this maiitier are we taught to make 
feiad)r for our Lord's return. *► 

*• Wei ihuft lay afide every thing tliat may 
feiicumber xik'^in his fervice ; Sve' inuft la- 
bour to know "out ^"Mafler^s will, -and to 
keep all our griw:es ^ia 'lively and "vigorous 
Mercife ; — particufarly;' we ftibiild* guard* a- 
gainft ik)thfulnef»'^^iid^ fefcuiity, ' and, irorri 
a fenfe of-our^an^t^fceepa ftritSb and ha- 
bitual watch «g(ainft the fenemies of our 
fouls; — at the fkne. time regarding each 
other as fellow-fefvantS, and faithfully per- 
forming thofe ibcial duties whicfit belong 
to bur feveral ftatidhs arid 'relations; ' To all 
which I might further add, that we fliould 
earnelily loofc<)ut''for oiir Maftcr's' coming; 
and long f 01* hi« fecond and gldribus apf 
pearance, when we, "and*' aU his faithful fer-^ 
vants, fhall bfe admitted into his immediate 
j^refence, and be enabled^o fcfve him with- 
Y 3 out 
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out any mixture of fin» in another and # 
better world than this. 

I come now to exhort you to the praAict 
6f thefe duties ; for which I o£fer the foUovr# 
ing motives and arguments. 

ift^ thcn^ One great argument for the 
preparation here recommended, may ba 
drawn from the certainty of our Lord's re* 
turn. This is aflerted in io many pa0agef 
of Scripture, that there is no room left m 
to doubt of it. The prefent mixt ftate of 
things, renders a future judgement not Only 
probable to reafon, but almofi certain an4 
necefTary ; and the Apoftle Paul, in the 8th 
chapter of his epiftle to the Romans, de^ 
rives z very ingenious, but fubilanti^l, ar« 
gument in favour of this dodrine, from the 
prefent burdened ftate and weary face of 
the creatures: nor can any who profeileth 
Chriftianity pretend to queition it»-^hould 
not this then oblige us Xo make ready for 
it? With thefe very eyes Ihall we fee our 
Redeemer i and how fhall we look him in 
the face, if we have been unfaithful during 
his abfence, and lived at random, as if 

none 



SERMON am. 34» 

none haA power otct us? Najr» metkmiBi 
this very confideradon, tjbat he is bow i^ 
IQoved from «s, ihotild work upon osr zQ* 
gmmtyt and excite us to tke tioaioft care 
«nd diligence in kis f^rvice. Every cm 
will be doing while be fees the mafter pr^ 
l^t: the teft of fidelity is, to mind ihe 
«iafter*s insereft when be is at a diftaacej 
eipecially the intereft of fuch a Mafter« who 
bath toagbt us from the mod deplorable 
ilavery mth his own precious Uood, and 
requires nothing «t our ban^ but what 
tends to make us happy b^re^ aod to fit us 
£>r eternal glory hereafiEer* 

iMjft The tmcertainty of the 'dtnt of lut 
coming, ibould dcite us -to be always bufy 
at our wcn-k, and in a fit poftnre to recdve 
bini. This argument is much infifted up* 
ji9a by our Saviour, He o^tea compares bis 
coming to that of a thief in the mght, who 
ftudies iecre^y* and witt not give any pr&> 
vious notiees and dns ieems to be the 
tneaning of thai aBfifipn in the 36tb veile, 
wbere be Kkens bimfetf to one who is at* 
bedding a marridige>iblemnity j becanie, oq 
fyich occai^s^ tliop^^ a^c ^MK TtfuaUy ma> 
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»(lwg of-thfilt -^wn titnc, which renders, .the 
rftSafbA *ft ihidr ^ return, to i their own houfes 
•lriorec.ninc€jtaib*t And i£. this be.the:^aic, 
:«an thetcTibeca more powcrfeil motive, ita a^ 
iiabitual preparation ?-tt" Behold, L ; come, as 
^ a thief/J lays our Saviour, in^jtfae.. book 
r^ the Baevdlation;-.^- — *^ Blefled: is, he jchat 
*! . watcheth/ .and keepetfr. ;hidi garmflB&tSv left: 
?* he walk naked, and they- .fee his l(han[ie.i* 
i)ofl. thou not know, Orjman,:'but Jtacrto- 
nxorrow^thy Mafter may; coioie. to/thfeT^^fc, 
which ;.ii the fame thing, - may:. calh thee) to 
thim ? and.wiit thou not be huiyi Show us 
thy fecurity for one. day^ and thfin:;elaini 
that day as thine own: bur if thout:anft 
'^ot, hoiw mad art thoa'to.negleiStthy bl^- 
^nefs, dro- td leave .any^ tafk . unfiniflied, 
whilft. itis in-the power :pf thy hands -to 
.do it ?-?« — ^Eipecialljt if itibe confidered,/in 

Jthe /'■ ' :■; .. • ^::.i x \j :■: :•;; :--v. . 

^•2>d place,. pThat whcnlthy, Mafter returns, 
*thy worfcing^irne i& bveiv-ii — ^Whar. is:^.then 
unfinifhe^i "MiJiift ' remain ■; fo:. fer eyen :: He 
^omes tov judge thee acoordtag to what thou 
rhafl: -doney' apd: :4iot td call » rfiee ■ tcf p^rferft 
-thy l^hfiauih^d:labou;rs^vT|li§,, my. brethren^ 



is: <L'mo^!;sairful confideiarion ;: Ve sire now 
fowiil5::thie:rfecd:fbr eteihity, aniwhat.wc 
ibwviXiKicihaH we reapi Our Mafter'-s q^t ^ 

we can neither gqr. it .protmdled nor reneWV 
cd ; andif we trc found i uirfaithfui/^dreadfi^ 
fliall ovLr ' punffliTOpnt? -fec^ ; and jthe .-(more 
dreadful iiippit thi$' a«!Qunti;[tbaif it Aail*^ hofe 
perpetual^ rwithuut abatement;; ahd:>witbLOiJi): 
end^ But as: I; would li-ajJi^r^^hooie tx) aJlure 
than frighted you tctiy%ms duty, I fliaUtirtf* 
prefent to ypu,.aa.a ::':^ i. - - v - .,- « 
. 4/i& mp^ye to a diUgent preparation- for 
your. Matter's coming, ^ * ^, ^T hp. jgloriorig 
advancement, and blefled reward, : of the 
watchful fervahts, which is mentioned im 
.the .laft part of ..my text : : Verifyi Ifay.Mfti^ 
you. lt\ is ^ iiatroduced with a ftrongj afleve^ 
-ration, to denote thte abfolute : cettaintjr- of 
the thing' : : and Oy how condefcending is 
:that which ; follows h Her^Jhall gird rbinfelfy 
and make them to Jit down to meat^ and wHl 
come forth and ferve them. Surely^this is a 
rewaid,:^ not ofc debtydbut of grace ; fqr. how 
can the-:m<>ft perfe^ K>t)edience merit /any 
thing like this J-rrThoiSsii fftit^ul": ,ipi:y,aats 

fliall 
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ibafi be advanced to an honomv whick, 
were it hot promifed, they could not lav* 
lully hoptf fbr.«i»They fhali be entertained 
fej their Mafter at his own table ;— there 
flnli tb^ feaft witboot anj to difttirb them. 
Here, indeed, t/hilCt tre are at onr work, 
^TO obtain Ibme forettftet of this heaTcnlf 
lito^et; but how loon is die table drawn ! 
3ut it ihall not be fo in heaven.— — Here 
mt maft eat, as die Jews did their paflbver, 
^ in haftfc, with oor.lMils girded, ow flioes 
^ on our feet, and our ftaff in our Jkand." 
«i-i=— But ta heaven we ihall fit do#n with 
Abraluon, liaaej and Jacob, axA with all 
iour dear fdlow-ienrantSj never more to nft 
mpAa. O bleifed reftl O g:k«iou» Ibdetff 
O deltghtfunl entenainmeat !— ^~^6ift what 
<eaa thde words mean, Mt fh^M ffrd bhtfeij^ 
and eame Jkrtb tmd Jcrve thtmf^ — Surely 
dus cannot be literally fulfilled : yet it mvft 
Ba-ve a rdemblance tb fbmething diat il 
real, odi^erwife it ^ould not have bee» 
xnendoned. 

Thus much we koty^, diat -inoi that liay 
Cturifl fliall beftowi^me' extraordinary marib 
d# je^iedt upon his iemntsi wfaich ** onr 

** can 
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^ etn have not ytt kel^, oeithcr C^ 6iir 
♦* hearts conceive.** / 

If ♦* there is joy in herrirt^ttt Mit fiiv 
*• ner that irpenteth/* though h« ii thei 
oiily beginning his warfare, and has ihattj^ 
ft weary and painful Klep before him t if tht 
prodigal is fo kindly embraced tipon hift ftrft 
return from feeding fwine, and gea ^ the 
« wedding-ring on his finger, and the feeft 
^ robe put on him ;'' tt^hat Ihall ht lift 
|aint*s honour in that day of th^ ^ knaoik 
•« feftation of the fons of Ood \^ 

*» If any man ferv« xne," ikith Iftirift, 
«< let him f^^low me ; iad white I am, thett 
^^ flxall niy (er? ant be. If any maA Ihtvk 
" me, him will my Father hononr.^^^Bvft 
thefe matters are too high for us ; the glories 
of the upper wprld are far beyond our fight. 
——Yet furely thofe difco7eries which have 
been imparted to us, are fufficient to invite 
our thoughts frequently thither ; and efpe» 
cially to excite us to the inoft diligent pre<!> 
peration for our Lord*s return, ^ who is 
^* gone before to prepare a p)ace for us, and 
/* who ihall certainly come again, and re« 



iV xreive us unto I^iiaielf,- tbac- ^iiere ke isw 
** there we may be alfo."- .:v..^.,-. : 

^^elJ, tlien^. my. dear fellow-ieryants, i<r/ 

«« ■--■■• ^ " " 

f^rjoim be girded about ^ and our lights always 
burning} ere long our work -{hall^ be at an 
efi^) d^<l this .^oiious eternal reward. ihaU 
Liegin. ," Let.us _not be ^ weary in welt 
*V-4Qing ; for in due feafpn -we fhall reap^.if 
• <^*^ we^ iaint not." Above all, let us guard 
jgigaiQft Security and felf-*confidence ;.kt:us 
join^piatypr with . our watching, depending 
upon him who hath faid, " My grace; is 
*>.l^ufficient for thee*"— . — To; whom, with 
|he Father, and the. ever-blefled Spirit, one 
Gp^ be. glory and honpur, dominion and 
jpower, for evermore,: • Amn. r. 
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•"1 ^: .:■■■: '"? J.*'^- '* ' <>' -* 

.-vi Corinthians ixr^a^,* . i ■ ' ^ •'t 

..... \ .' . , '' -v '>■ :: r-^ .. ^". -/^ 

\ So run that ye may^ obtain* , . 

1 ■ • ^ • 

f .. ■ . ' ' > 

IN th,efe words, the Chriftian life is "con> 
pared to a fade, and tlie difciples of Jefus 
are warmly exhorted to prefe forward 'in 
their way to heaven, till Ihey obtain the 
glorious prize for which they contend. .^ 

I fhall therefore make it. my! bufinefs, in 
the following difcourfe, */ "* 

Firfty To give you a general account of 
the race we have to run; and,' 

Secondly^ To"illuftrate the fifiiefs and pro- 
priety of tins fimilitude. — After which, in 
the '" * ^ ... 

I'hird -place", I fhall priefs the exhortation 
by fome motives and arguments, 

- I need not fpend much time upon the 
firft of thefe particulars: In general, the 
race we have* to . run, comprehends the 
whole cf thit^duty We oWe to God • 'nanie- 
*,;,• ly, 
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Ij^ obedience co his laws, and fiibmiffioft 
to his providence} doin^ what he comr 
ftiands, and patiendy enduring whaterer 
he is [deaied to appoint. The charge 
which onr great Mafter hath given ns, is 
exprefled in theic words : Occupy till I cnu. 
Ail the gifts of nature, of providence, and 
of grace, are talents pot into our hands: 
whi<;h muft not only be carefully kept^ 
but diligently improved, ioc his glory, 
and our own fpiritual advantage; other^ 
wiie we ihall be condemned, not only as 
ilothfial, but as wicked fervants, and pu« 
lufhed accordingly* ^ To him that knoW« 
^ eth to do goodg and doeth it not,** faith 
the Apoftle JanKS, ^ to him it is iin/* It 
is not fufficieat, barely *^ to deny tmgod^ 
^ lineis and worldly lufts}** the grace of 
God doth further teach us, " to live fbber- 
" ly, righteoufly, and godly, in the world;** 
adding one Chriftian grace to another, a* 
bounding more and more in the work of 
the LcMrd, till we have perfeded holinefi 

in the fear c^ God Thus eastenfive is 

the divine law, reaching to evoy part of 
o^r Gpndu^ at all ^sest and in all places 

and 



SERMON Xiy^ ^^^ 

And circum{Unces« Where*ever we s^tp 
it fpeaks to us{ and if our ear^ are opeiji^ 
we may continually hear its voice liehind 
U8, faying^ Lo! ^^ this is the way, walk yt 
« in it.** 

But the Chriftian life includes in it fooaff ' 
thing moi'e than the mere performance pf 
duty; the crois lies in ouf way^ and wf 
ihall never get to the end of the r^ce^ uni^ 
lefs we take it up, and, with meeknef» aQ4 

patience, Carry it along with us. It mv^ 

be owned, indeed, that this, at ^ &4 
fight, hath rather the look of a clpg ^ e^r 
cumbrance j and the ChrifiiaPy whil^ 9r^ 
der the croff, is very apt to thini^ fp: hf 
feels his burden, and, in hi^ OWfk ^ppiift- 
henfion^ moves fo heavily, that he is afi!9a# 
he ihall never get to the end qf-kU JQU]> 
neyi which frequently iojcUoes |u$p n)i 
wiih, th^t the load were remove4f and 
iome eafier piece of ieryipe afllgned hifi^p 
Put t;his in reality ia a raiAake: tka <rofr 
is far from being a hindrance ia out: w^ 
to heaven; for thougl^, ^ heavy ^aateris^ 
load oppreffes the body, yet in the fpij*- 
tual race it often happens, that the buiw 

dened 
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dened'ibul' makes both the fmfteft aii'd the 
iureft pTOgrefs. "^ TrtbuLitioii*^ \vorketh 
** patience,- and patience' experience, and 
* experience hope/* ■■■ ■■ The crofe may be 
called a tree both of knowledge arid of 
life : the fruit it bears hath no deadly qua- 
lity-; on -the contrary, it gives both fight 
lind-'heakh ; it opens our eyes to' fee the 
good we ought to choofe, and. the evil we 
*ught to fhun ; ■ and is often made efieftual, 
by the bleflirig of God, to purge away thofe 
^tal diftempers which fin hath brought in- 
to our fpanie, to beget in -us a loathing of 
^vcry thing that is evil, and more ardent 
idefires after higher meafures "of that holi- 
Ttefe, -which is at once the ornament and the 
liappinefs \ of- our nature. — The ^rofe doth 
-not enfeeble us, though we erronebufly may 
think -ib ; -it only makes us fenfible of our 
^weakneis, that we may depend upon him 
wtio is ^ 4the Lord our ftrength ;" and inftead 
of cruihing us with its own weight, obligeth 
^118 ' to -quit our hold of thole real incum*-- 
brances, which mar our progrefs, and hin- 
der us to '** run the race that is fet before 



^ us/' 
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*rhui I have given yon a general vicMd- 
6f the race we have to run. It compre- 
hends obedience to the laWs of God, and 
fnbmiflion co his difcipline ; doing what 
he commands, and patiently enduring what-^ 
ever he is pleafed to inflidt> ■ 1 am now^ 
ihthe 

S^condphcCj To ilTuftrate the fitnefs and 
propriety of this fimilitudej and to fliow^ 
that the Chriftian life doth very much re-' 
femble a race in feveral important refpedts. 

Thusi for example,: — one in running a 
race mull ftridlly obferve the cburfe that 
is marked out to him : he is hot at liherty 
to choofe his own ground, but itiuft con- 
fine himfelf to that which the judges have 
agreed upon; other wife let him run ever 
fb faft, he can acquire Uo right or title to 
the prize. ■ Now here the refemblanc«{ 
is moft exadt There is a certain limited 
way in which • the Chriftian muft run| 
emphatically called the way of God ^s com^ 
mandments. This we muft keep with the. 
utmoft precifion j *• neither turning afidd 
" to the right hand, nor to the left-*' 
Mere adlivity will not avail us : we ma^ 

Vol. I. X bd 
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be very keen and bufy; but if we are not 
bofy according to rule, we only lofe oar 
labour: God can never accept it as a fer- 
vice done to him. It is abfolutely necef- 
iary, that we be always in a readinefs to 
anfwer that queftion, ^ Who hath requi- 

" red this at your hand?" Nothing is 

left to our own humour or fancy: ** The 
** law of the Lord is perfeclj" and it is 
equally dilhonoured when we pretend to 
add to ity as when we take from it. Ar- 
bitrary rules of ftrichiels, for which we 
haTe no warrant in the word of God, are 
dangerous things, and feldom fsdl in the 
iXTue to fiipplant that religion which is fo^ 
lid and faving. By this officious over- 
doing, the church of Rome grew up by 
degrees into that monfter which it is now 
become; for I am fully perfuaded, that 
all thofe childifh fuperfticions, which have 
long been advanced above the laws of 
God, were firft introduced, many of them 
with a real defign, and all of them under 
the fpecious pretext, of giving aid to the 
divine law, and facilitating the obfervancc 
fff it. 1 am very feniible, that the hu- 
mour 
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inour of the prefent age dtith not nm this 
way: few need a caution againfl being 
** righteous over much." Neverthelefs, as 
ibme ferious* well-meaning people may be 
in danger of making fnares for their own 
confciences, by laying down rdles of cbn- 
diidt which are not warranted by the word 
of God, I ain hopeful that this hint may 
not be altogether unufeful. Let the holy 
Scriptures be your conftant fhidy; and^ 
what thefe enjoin, obferve with all the care 
and accuracy you are capable of. Let this 
be your bufinefe, to find out the duty of 
every feafon ; and when you havci found it, 
then do and fpate not. — ^Thus fliall you run 
lawfully ; and every ftep you make fhall be 
ka advance towards the prize. 

Again ; as running a race is a fwifc and 
conftant progreflion, fo ought the life of a 
Chriftian to be; " Whatever our hands 
^ find to do, we muft do it with all our 
** might/' And we need never go far off 
to find work; there is enough on every fide 
of us to keep us conftantly employed. 
Let us not then be flothful in bufineis, but 
^ fervent in fpirit, ferving the Lord." — — 
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^ Let OS never think we have already ac^ 
^ tained, either are akeady perfect; bur 
^ forgetticg the things which are behind^ 
^^ and reaching forth to tho(e things which 
" are before^ let us prefs toward the mark^ 
" for the prize of the high calling of God 
« in Chrift Jefus."— « The path of the jnft? 
^ is as the ihining light, that fhineth more 

*' and more unto the perfedl day.** Owf 

/ ipreient attainments, infiead of a reftiiig-- 

I {^ace, ihould only ferre as a fcaflblding to 

\ raife us up higher ; and the nearer we ad* 

ifsmcc to the prize, the more quick and ae- 

celerated fhould our motion be. Whick 

f 

leads me to mention another remarkable 
property in which the Chriftian life reiem- 
bles a race ; namely. 

That theFe is no gaining the prize unkls 
we hold out to the end It iignLfies no- 
thing to fkart briikly, and to ruur faft a 
great part of the way; the whole ground, 
you know, mufl be pafled over, otherwiib 
the perfbn is reputed not to have run at alL 
—^So it is in the Chriftian race. T^ tempo- 
rary profefiion, or pradiice of retigi^, will 
not avail us ; we mufl perfevece to the laft ; 
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if or it is only he who endureth to the lenid 
that fhall be faved: " To him that over- 
** cpmeth,'* faid our bleffed Lord, *' will I 
*• grant to fit with me in my throne, even 
*' as I alfo overcame, and am fet <iown with 
^* my Father in his throne.** The charge, as 
I formerly obferved to you, rtinj^ in thefc 
w6rd8 i " Occupy dU I come :" And the 
promife -exacStly -correfponds to it ; ^ jfte thou 
"faithful unto the death, and 1 wiU gi¥e 
^' thee a crowft of life/* v . 

Thug, in .^1 thefe particulars, the tUhgi- 
jftian life -may, with great propriety, be cqai- 
^red to a race.— —But then it is neceflary \ 
^to obferve, that thotigh the refemblancc i$ } 
fufficiently ftrong to juftify the ufe of this 
figurative reprefentation j yet there are fe- 
▼eral important refpecSks in which, the Chf i« 
ftian race doth widely differ from all othew^ ; 
—Such as, -. 

ly?. In other races, though many mty 
ftart, and hold ;eut to the end ; yet none 
but the foremoft receiveth the prize : Know 
p not^ faith the Apoftle, in the firft part of 
the verfe, that thty which run in a race^ f^n 
mll^ but vne receiveth the pri%e ; whereas .it. ris 

Z 3 quiee 
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<|mte othcrwife in the Chriftian race. There 
may be a great difparity among the candi- 
dates, but every one who endureth to the 
end fliall be faved; — He who is faithful over 
a little, fhall be as certainly rewarded, as 
he who is £uthful over much ; each ihall 
jpeceive a crown as large as he can wear: 
/ Whofoever doth faithfully, is accounted by 
\^ die* Judge to have done well: for we find 
the fame falutation that was addrefled to the 
iervant who had improved the many talents, 
addrefled likewife to him who had impro- 

rved the few : ** Well done,-' (though not fb 
much done,) yetflill it is faid, <* Well. done, 
^^ thou good and faithful fervant; enter thou 
•^ into the joy of thyLord/'—— Hence, 
2///jr, They who run in the Chriftian race 
have no envy, no jealoufy, among them- 
ielves ; far leis do they m'oleft and hinder 
one another : on the contrary, the ftronger 
lielp forward the weaker, and give them all 
the afliftance and encouragement in their 
power. — Now, in other races it is not fb; 
the fall of one candidate gives joy to the reft; 
but they who run for the heavenly prize, 
5i^ould carry all the world along with them 

* ' . if 

1* 
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if they couIcL As the Pfalmift " was glad 
when they faid unto him, Let us go into 
^^ the houfe of the Lord j" fo every fin- 
cere candidate for immortal glory^ rejoiceth 
when he hears of many travellers by the 
way ; and is ready to fay to every one he 
meets, O come and let us go together to the 
Zion above, that city of the great King^ 
where true riches and honours are oilly to 
be found. 

2^dly^ They who run in other races hiVe 

* nothing but toil and labour till they obtain 
the prize; but in the Chriftian race, the 
exercift itfelf carries part of the reward in 
its bofom : " Wifdom's ways arc ways of 
" pleafantnefs, and all her paths are peace*'^ 

'Chrift*s yoke is eafy, his burden is light, 
and his commandments are not grievous. 
Hear what holy David fays, ** Thy ftatutes 
** have been my fongs in the houfe of my 

** pilgrimage.** Sometimes, indeed, they 

have dark nights and ftormy weather ; 

'" without are fightings, and within are 
** feJrs." But this is not the conftant fare 
of them all, nor perhaps of any of them at 
all times : they have their feafons of joy as 
• '" "- Z4 well 
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well ^s of grief; and they have this to 
comfort them amidft all t,heir troubles,, evea 
the affurance that they (hall work together 
for their everlafling benefit. Which leads 
ine to mention a . 

j^t/j diftinguifhing property of the Chri- 
:(lian race j namely, the certainty of gain- 
ing the prize at lait. Did t i^ Chriftian run 
in his own ftrengih, he might not only 
doubt, but clelpair of fuccefs : but his 
. 3/vhole dependence is on that alijiighty Sa- 
yiour, upqn wliom the Father hath laid hU 
l^elp : He goes up through the wilderness, 
^' leaning upon the beloved j" and there- 
fore, un^er his felt weaknefs, and whea 
every thing around him wears the xnoft 
jiifcouraging afpe<Sj> he is fometimes enabled 
to triumph in the language of Paul, and to 
fay, as he did, " I can do all things thro* 

f Chrift that ftj-engtheneth me.". Pei"- 

feverance is not only the duty, but tl^e 
privilege of all who fet themfelves in good 
earneft to run for heaven : and though th§ . 
|aw of God obUgeth them, and thf n^yr 
nature habitually inclines them, ** to keep 
fi i^nd^r the body, and to bring it intq 

^"'\ ' ' . nfubjeaionj" 



S E R MO l!l XIV. 361 



ii 



{\ih}c6tion i' yet they have far better fecur 
.rity than any efforts of tlieir own. Omnir 
potence i$ fheir guardian ; and they are 
" kept by thje power of God, through faith 
"unto falvation." Thefe, my brethren, 
are fome of the endearing peculiarities of 
the Chriftian race: Let, me now exhort yovi, 
in the . . 

TbirJ place, So to. run that you may at 
length oitaJM.-'^-^Aiidj for this end, let us 
cpnfider, > 

ijij That many eyes are upon us: — ^^We 
are furrpimded with fpedlators, vfrho nar- 
rowly obferve every part of our behaviour. 
.■■■ ■ ■ The holy angels, thofe miniilering 
ipirits, feat forth to minifier to the heirs 
of falvation, look on us with a frieadjjr 
(rancern.; and as they rejoice at the firll 
sonveriion of a finner, fo we may read- 
ably fuppofe, that all our flrayings from 
diie path of life, are forrowfully remarked 
and lamented by them. On the ether 
hand, thofe malignant powers of darkneis, 
which CQuftantly go about ^ feekini; whom 
f^ they may devour,'' are 09 lefs attentive 

to 
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"16 our conduct — ^They too mark our fteps, 
though from a difierent principle: not to 
belp, but to enfnare us ; not to applaud our 
Oddity and diligence^ but to find mauer of 
tenfure and accufation againft us. — ^Above 
all, the great and omnifcient God hath his 
eye continually upon us ; " he compafleth 
«« our path, and he is acquainted with all 
^ our ways."-^He befets us beMnd and be- 
fore, and fb holds us by his right hand, 
that we cannot fly from his pre&nce, nor 
find any covering fb thick as to hide us 
from his fight.' Think of this, my bre- 
thren, and judge whether we have nor cauie 
toAe continually on our guard. We per- 
form every adtion, not only in the fight of 
innumerable witneflbs, bat in the prefence 
of that glorious Being, by whom our final 
doom fhall be pronounced : Ought we iK)t 
tibcn to quit ourfelves like men ? — ^There is 
fbmething in this motive fb awful, and at 
the* fame time fo ammating, -that I fliould 
think I iafironted your reafbn, if I fjpent 
ttime in the illuftraticm of it. We muft fed 
-its infiuence as fbon as it is named :«— -IXd 
we fee with our -bodily eyes what we all 

profefs 
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profefs to believe, we fhould not wait for 
an exhortation to ^^ run the race let before 
« us/' 

Gonfider, in the 2d place, That teany 
have already run this raco» who are now 

in pofleflion of the glorious prize. Paul 

exhorted the Chriftians in his day to be 
^^ followers of them, who through faith and 
" patience inherit the promifes.*' The way 
to heaven was not then an untrodden path; 
a great cloud of witnefles had palled that 
road before the Apoftle began to writes 
and we may reafbnably conclude, that vaft 
multitudes have been following them . du*« 
ring the feventeen hundred years which 

have elapfed fince that time. And fhall 

not their example encourage us to go and do 
likewife ? We fee plainly from their fuccefs, 
that there are no unfurmountable obftacles 
in the way. The' faints now in heaven 
were once in the fame condition with our^ 
felves ; they were men of like pajQions, and 
expofed to the iame temptations. The grace 
that faved them is equally fufEcient to iave 
us ; and (glory to God) it is as ready to be 
.1. . . difjpenied 
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idifpeafed to us^ if we aik aiid feek^ ai^ 
luxock for it, as they did^ 

Where are all thofe illuftrious perfba&ro- 

coFd^ta Scripture^' — Where wt'ithe.pa- 

^iarcbsy the prophets, and the..ap6flk9 df 

.oirr Lord I — Wiafeereafe thofe heroic ipiritf , 

of yviioia we rizAinxhc i ith ch^>fer of the 

jepifVIc CO the Fiebre*ra, " who.thro*^ fiutfa 

^^ iufadued kmgdoms^ wrought righteoof- 

^ nef%x>btainedpramife8, flopped the im>Titbs 

-^^ of Goes, quenched the violence of Are, 

•^ cfiraped the edge! of the fword, out of 

^ weaknefs were made ftrong, waxed yaliapt 

>^ in £gbt, and earned to fligjbtt tJie aroiks 

.^ of the aliens ?^ — Where are thofe faithful 

martyrs, ^^ who had trial of cruel mockings, 

-^ and fcourgings, yea moreover of bonds 

^^ and impriibnment ; who were floned, who 

** were fawn afunder, who were tempted, 

**.who were flaio with the fword-; vrho 

^* wandered about in iheep-fkins, and goat* 

^^ (kins, being deftitute, afflicted, torment- 

^^ ediof whom the world was not Worthy ?* 

-^--Whefe are thofe holy fouls, with whom 

we ourielves were ^ perfonatty acquainted, 

aad whopi we dearly loved, but who are 

now 



l\ow feparated from our fociety, and Have 
left us behind them in this vale of mifcry and 
tears?— They are furreunding the throne 
of God moft high, finging the fbng of 
Moles, and of the Latnb; afcribing glpry 
to him who walhed them from their fins ia 
his owi^ bloody and made them kings and 
priefts unto God, even his Father. — Look 
above you, O Chriftians ! to this glorious 
company; and the defire of being one day 
joined to them, will reconcile you to all 
the hardfhips of the Chriftian courfe, and 
make you run with patience the race fet be* 
fbre you. 

Coniider, in the 3// place. Who are your 
fellow-travellers.- You are not only go- 
ing to a glorious and priumphant fociety, 
but you go in company with peribns of 
the greateft dignity and worth, " even the 
*^ faints, thbfe excellent ones in the earth,'' 
whom God hath chpfen and fet apan for 

himfelf. And this, my brethren, is an 

encouraging circumftance. We find, that 
even an Elias^ when he fuppofed himfelf 
alone by the way, both wifhed and prayed 
for death, fayiug, ** It is enough, now, O 

^ Lord 
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his fteps. ** Behold;* faith God by the 

Prophet Ifaiah, •* I have given him foi^a 
•* witnefs to the people, a leadef and com* 
•* mander to the people/'—— This is' the 
peculiar oflSce of our Lord Jcfus Chrill'j' 
and his mildnefs and condefcenfion in the 
difcharge of this office, are beautiftilly dc- 
fcribed by the fame prophet : *** He fhall 
^ feed his flock like a flicpherd; he ihalf 
** gather the lambs with his arm, aitd car- 
** ry them in his bofom, and gently lead' 

" thofe that are with young.'^ He doth 

not defpife- the weaknefs of his people ; fqr 
he knoweth their frame, and " is touched' 
" with a fechng of their infirmities; ha- 
•* ving been in all points tempted like as 
^ they are." Like as a father pitieth his 
children, fo the Lord pitieth thofe that 
fear him. " He doth not break th? brux* 
" fed reed, nor quench the fmoking flax;*' 
on the contrary, " he giveth power to the 
♦* faint, and to them that have no might 

*• he increafeth ftrength." He will not 

ftiffer them to be tempted above what they 
are able; but in the emphatical language 
of holy writ, •• he debates with them id 

•• meafure, 
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** meafure, and ftays his rough wind in 
*' the day of his eaft wind," When fli?y 
pafs through the fire, and through the wa- 
ter, he is with them : and though, for wife 
and holy reafons, their eyes may be hold- 
en that ttey cannot perceive him; yet 
with a powerful, though invifible hand, he 
fupports and guides their weary Heps ; ac- 
cording to that gracious promiie, ** I will 
bring the blind by a way that they 
know not, and lead them in paths which 
they have not known; I will make 
darknefs light before them, and crooked 
^ ways ftraight. Thefe things will I do 
^ for them, and not forfake them.'*— O 
what a joyful confideration is this! thsu: 
the great Captain of ialvation is our Guide, 
who can cover our head, and heal our 
wounds ; raife us up when we fall, and per- 
fe<fl ftrcngth in our weaknefs. " Fear not/* 
fays he, " for I am with thee ; be not dif- 
** mayed, for I am thy God ; 1 will ftrength- 
*^ en thee; yea, I will help theej yea, I will 
*^ uphold thee with the right hand of my 
<^* righteoufnefs.'* • 

My 6tb and fafi naptive fhall be taken 
. Vol. L a a from 
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fyowi the unfpeakable worth of the prize 
to be obtained,—— This is no other than 
^^ iieaveri itfelf ;'* — " eternal life;"-—" aja 
^* exceeding and eternal weight of gloi7 ;"-~ 
*^ an incorruptible crown ;" — ^^ an undefiled 
^ inheritance j''—", a glory which eye hath 
^* not fiten^ ncr ear heard, neither can the 
^ ' hieaijt '.of man conceive.'*—** It doth not 
** yet appear/' faith the Apoftle John, " what 
f^ farejfliall be; but we know that when he 
1^ ihall appear, wc fhall be like him, for we 
f* fliall fee him a$ he is." Then fhali wc be 
^koroughly. changed into the image of our 
xLord. We fhall love him without meafure, 
^nd pratfe him without end ; we fhall fkrrt 
him without wearinefs, and thofe manifold 
impcrfeKShions which flain our moft holy du^ 
ties whiJ^ on earth. Nay, our bodies being 
raifed by the power and fpirit of our Re- 
(Jecmcry who is the *^ plague of deaths and 
*^ithe dfiftniftioa. of the grave," ihall be 
fafliicflMd like unto hiadwn gloriow bckiyj 
i^yiiafe prcfeMc we fhall for cv^r eiyiyji ftil4 
whofe macchlefs * Itxitj Ithat pafTedi; k^oW-? 
ledge, wc fhall eternally cdebratc wiA the 
C&urPJfet t)f tfcbc firft^born. 

TCs, 
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This, jny brethren, is the gk>rions pfize 
for which we are^calkd to coiitead. And 
tcan any thing fire btcr ambition if this do 
liot ?— ^ — What biiftle do men mufce for an 
earthly crown, when, lo ! death is at hand 
to pluck it off their heads, and to throw it 
in the duft ? — and fhall not we contend for 
a heavenly crown, a regal dignity and power, 
which, when once obtained^ fliall never be 

taken from us ? ^^'^ Wherefore gird up the 

^' loins of your mind, be fober, and hope 
" to the end, for the grace that is to be 
*' brought unto you at the revelation;* of 

^' Jefus Chrift/* Let us henceforth *' lay 

** afide every weight, and the fin which doth 
^^ fo eafily befet us, and let us run with pa- 
*' tience the race that is fet before us j look- 
^* ing unto Jefus^ the author and finifher of 
^ our faith ; who for the joy that was fet 
** before him, endured the crofs, defpifing 
** the fl)ame, and is fet down at the right 
** hand of the throne of God." — To him let 
our waiting eyes he continually diredled ; 
and whilft we run in obedience to his cdm- 
mand, let us humbt^ and fervently addrefs 
him in the words of the devout Pfalmift, 
A a 2 with ' 
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with which I ihall conclude : ^^ Unta 

** thee, O Lord^ do I lift up my foul. O 
<* my God, I truft in thee, let me not be 

f* afhamed. Shew me thy ways; Lord, 

" teach pie thy paths^ Lead me in thy 
f* truth, and guide me; for thou art the 
^ God of my falvation, on thee do I wait 
f* all the day." Amen. 
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Romans xiu ii« - 
t'ervent in Jpirity ferving the Lord. 

IT tifually hajipens, faith one, that m 
times of peace and outward profperi- 
tjr, the church, Hke a iivcf whole channel 
is enlarged, lofeth as much in deptli as it 
gains in breadth : t with I cotild not add, 
that the prefent ftate of the church iii our 
own land, ferves not only to illuftrate the 
propriety of this filnilitudei but likcwife to 
confirm the truth of the obfervaiticfxx. Aa 
we have long enjoyed, in a very'diftiii- 
guifhed manner, the ^rote£lioti ddd'ciouli- 
tenance of civil authority, the number of 
profefTors is indeed greatly incireafed j but 
though the fornis of godlinefs are pradlifed 
by many, there is too juft catife to corn- 
plaiuj that the genuine power of it is felt 
by few. Where are the perfons who' make 
A a 3 religion 
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religion their buiiaefs, and apply theixi^ 
felves to it as the '^ one thing needful?*'' 
How few are ta be fbund^ who exemplify 
thofe fcriptiiral -reptefentations of the Chri- 
flian's ^ •vsrork and duty ; — " fighting the 
" good fight of faith ;" — *^ running . with 
" patience the race fet before them;'^ — 
** prefling toward the mark^ for the prize 
" of the high calling of God in Chrift Jc- 

" fus?'' Alas! my brethren, the far 

greater nnmber, if they be going fcwward 
at alJy it is widi fuch a flow and fl^ggering 

^ pace, as can neither edify their bceiitren,, 

*^i- n ayp:} ar ,^- ,;: .-r iV ■ , ■ - ^^ 

nor yield *av real ,rCom^rt to . tl^n^iyes : 
" their! ligK^'* infl;e;id gf *^ ftuning . befprr 
** men,/ iike the dim twinkling of a^candle^ 
funk anii. expiring in ,]di^ focket^ is fcaccely 

dlicernvfels.. , ' \. ,j 

Foi-Kestiting fuch decayed and laaguifb- 
inc: , Ch^iftians ta ". ftrengthen the things> 
".whicji remain, thart are ready to die^' I 
fh'all at pr^fent take occafion, from the words 
I, have read ta ,ypvv,,^/5^, to explain; and 
fccondly^ po recpmmend that fervour of fpirity^ 
with which the Apoftle exhorteth us to fervjc 

the i^r4,, 

Fervour. 
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Fervour in general, is oppofed to luke^ 
warmriefs or indifference; and- denotes 
that edge or keennefs, that aAivitjr feEd 
diligence, which we commonly ^ exert in 
the ptirftiit of any objeA we Irighly t^alue^ 
aiKl wifti to poffcfsr— ^ Irtow *h*'yirti<ftw^' 
whereof my t6xt fpeaks, hatli-rfetigi^ft/'O^'" 
tlitfervice of G6d^ for its obJ€^»Y^LOWl *»^ 
God is the principle, the laW * <tf < Gdd' t^ 
the rule, and hid glory the ttsXy ^ AM its 
operations. The Jfrvertt^ Chriftittb -is hisu^ 
bitually on the ftrctch to ttnifw»-tbe gp^iit 
purpofe^' for which h^ wM^>A«idje 'mid r4^ 
derated i his trnderftandifii^ '>i»iodiliplo)%dt 
m fearching out the mind God^ fo £&«: 
as it regards the conduifl-^of his e^atark-^^ 
his will is firmly and tefolutely detei'njit^ 
ned to perform whatever fhall :ap|>sar/to 
be his dutyj.-ho^ ^(Skibdfl^ arcs, infpired^ 
wirife.holy life and vigour ^ift conleqttettc^J 
of whkh, his eieciitive powers are all 
ready to perform; their feiaa^f pitts j the* 
tongue to fpeak^. the hands^ m gvte^ Or tq 
do what is recjuiredj. and the -feet w run 
ijft the . way of God's commandments* la 
ikaaty the whole man is (efngajged in the 
A a 4 Jirvict 
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firvice of God : fi> that religion becomes his 
conftant and mod delightful occupation; he 
" drives'' iroth, all his might " to enter in 
«^ at the ftrait gate ;'' and counts nothing 
coo much to be done, or too hard to be en- 
durody ixx the exkjoyment of that God whom 
he moil ardently loves, and to whom he is 

entirely deveted* This, my brethren, is 

to htfervtrnt im^irit. 

But as there are feveral counterfeits of 
this gracious temper^ I fhall endeavour ta 
&lc^ thofe peculiar properties of true 
QbriftiMi ftrvo^Ty that chiefly diftinguiih 
it from thole deiufive appearances by .which 
too inaxiiy in^pole both upon themielves 
and .otheF8.i-T-— Let it be obferved then, in 
the . ■■>■ -■ 

\Jh place. That as tbt fervice of Godh the 
proper obje<Ei of true Ghriftiany^rtwirrt: this 
renders it neoeflary that wq be thoroughly 
acquainted with the laws of God^ that we 
Hxay know: whttt (ku^ticukr Services he re* 
quires of us^ and will accept at our hands. 
A miftake here is of the mod dangerous 
confequence : for if once we dep afide fixnn 
iht paith of duty, the fader we run, the 

farther 
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farther we "depart from the right way^ sbd 
our return to it becoxnea the more unceradii 
and difficult; Saul was very fervent in ^U 
r^, when he ^ breathed out threatenings 
** and daughter againft the difciples of the 
" Lord/^ and *^ verily thought that he ought 
^ to do many things pontrary to the name 
** of Jefuar of Nazareth :** And yet thisj^r- 
vour of his, had not ibvereign grace flopped 
him in his.inad career, would only have 
hurried him downward to that hot and dark 
place from whence it mod certainly fpruhg. 
«^We have 'heard of fomewho, according 
to our Saviour's predidion, ./^^^^Sht they 
^^ did God fervice when they filled his peo^ 
" pie ;" and the church of Rome continues 
at this day. to afford ^n awful inftance of this 
kind, whoie burning %eal^ as indeed it may 
literally; be; called, hath already confumed 
all that was mortal of fome millions .of 
faints ; and yet, inftead of being quenched 
by fuch a deluge of blood, doth Itill blaze 
out as fiercely as ever, where it is not con*" 
trolled by fuperior force.—^— I have quoted 
thefe ftrong examples for illuftrating the 
difference . betwixt xxxxt .X3ati^za fervour y 

and 



and that eagemefs of : iprit wIkcIi frequent^ 
I^Ifi^urpa its nane ;^ and to make 7011 .fen«- 
fibJ^ iiow TOcefiary it is that we .ftitd^ the 
^* ^good and perfodl will of Gofd/f!;:f(ir dtreOy 
bi^ our aidajly. and ton&mn^ it toldiat iphere 
in- which; it may. aad ought to 'more. 
,;aifl^,.As (mvrjhrvtfur ihould beemipJoyed 
ia the firvke of God^ or in thofexkicitp that 
God hath piainly commanded j' fo^ it ought 
likeitife to aim at his glory ; ctthefrwife. it 18^ 
an. 'unhallowed .:paiS6ci, whidhricc^ruptec^ 
and debafeth every thing that prooodi^ fronii 
itA^^'The waiit'of::a right aioii ^rppears- ta 
lutTb bden the principal en-otitof^visi^fcii^es^ 
and Pharifees^ ^for moft of, -oUr Slaviour's 
reproofs evidently turn upon thisk xi^ery thing; 
Tliey prayed, they faftedy - they gave alms^: 
and ^ compaiTed iea and hi^d/' to gaia 
profelytes to the Jewifh religicm ; all which 
were vffy commendable in their-, own? na- 
ture :-~But herein lay their fault :. Th^y did 
aH;." to be feen.of men ;*' pojpiilar-applaaife} 
and die advancement of thesr own inesreft^ 
were the ends -they aimed latcj not the ap- 
probation of God, nor the irfvancen>cnt oiF 
hit honour and interefi in the .worid^N^*^^^ 

Thus 
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Thus k ofosn happens, when religion is iti 
credit, that many ufe it as a political ei%ine 
for helping them up into a higher place^ and 
appear very warm in profeffing their regard 
to it } but no fooner is that carnal fuel with- 
drawn^ than the fiame expires, or perhaps is 
carried over to the oppofite fide, and bums 
as fiercely agaihft religion, as ever it ieemed 

to do for it. Whereas true Chriftian ^-^ 

vour carries the perfon beyond* himfelf to 
that God whom he adores; and inftead of 
being cooled by the profane mockery, or ha-^ 
tred, or perfec\irtion, of wicked men, it ra^ . 
ther becomes more vigorous and adtive, and 
exei:ts itfelf in proportion to the oppoiition 
it meets witk If God is glorified by his 
fii£Ferings, the fervent Chriftian hatji gained 
his end:. like David, he is willing to be ftill 
** more vile,'* ftill more ajSidted; and with 
the Apoftle Paul, he hath no higher ^ambi^ 
tion, thaii that ^ Chrift may be magnified 
^^ in his body, whether it be by life or by 
** death."^ Whict leads me to obferve, io 
the 

yl place, That this gracious temper exr 
tends its. regards -to all God's command-- 

men-ts,. , 
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ments.: It declines no duty that bears thd 
flatnpof his authority : for as the glory of 
God is the great fcope of all its actings, 
whatever tends to promote that, immediate-^' 
ly becQO^s the objedl of its choice, and the 
matter' of its moft delightful and vigorous 
exercife. Now here the hypocrite is always 
found halting ; he picks out the eafieft parts 
of duty, fuch as have leaft of felf-dcnial ' in 
them, and moft of that outward fplendor 
which attra(5ls the'obfervation of others.* If 
he is rich, he may. abound iui alm&^deeds, 
efpecially in thofe inftances of charity which 
are moft likely to make^ a noife in the world, 
that bis fame may fpread abroad, dhA bring 
him the itribute of ^praife from afan He 
may attend upon the public ordinances of 
religion, and fit like one of the people of 
God,- with a becoming air of ^^rm devo- 
tion ;. but could your eye follow him into 
his own houfe, you> fhould there behold a 
wonderful alteration, perhaps a total negledl 
both of family and fecret prayer, or at beft 
fuch a cold and lifelefs worfliip, as fcarcely 
defer ved the n^me of ** bodily exercife'* itfelf. 
Whereas the upright Chriftian " is in the 

" fear 
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^ fear of the Lord all the day long." He 
jconfiders his Judge as evermore prelent with 
him: this awakens his mind, and enlivens 
his devotion, and hath a more powerful in- 
fluence upon his cpndud:, than the applaufe 
or cenfure of ten thoufand worlds : this 
makes him fervent in every part of duty ; 
yea as fervent in the fevereft adls of felf*- 
denial, as in thofe inftances of obedience 
which are accompanied with the mod im- 
mediate advantage or pleafure. — A 

4/i& diftinguilhing property of true Chri- 
IMsLTiJervour is this : It will make us pecu- 
liarly attentive to our own behaviour, snd 
begin with correcting .what is faulty in our- 
felves. — Many exclaim againft the vices of 
others, who are extremely partial and in- 
dulgent to their own. To fuch our Apoftle 
addrefles a very fharp reproof, in the fe- 
cond chapter of this epillle, at the begin- 
ning: ** Therefore, thou art inexcufable, 
^* O man, whofoever thou art that judged : 
" for wherein thou judgeft another, thou 
" condemned thyfelf ; for thou that judg- 

** eft, doft the. fame things. And think- 

^' pfl: thou this, O man, that judgeft them 

^^ whici} 
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^ which do fuch things, and doft the fame^ 
^ that thou Ihak efcape the judgement of 
*^. God?"— — Nothing can be more difia- 
genuou?^ than for people to profefs a hatred 
of fin, and a mighty aiixiety to have others 
rcclanned from it, when- their own condud 
proclaims that they do not hate it in them- 
feives. That fervour which is of the right 
kind^ will firft " caft out the beam out of 
**-our own eye,'* before it will fuflfcr us to 
" behold the mote that is in our brother's 
*^ eye*" It will difcover to us io many 
things amiis in our own vineyards, that, wc 
ihall neither find leifure nor inclination to 
fry ofiicioidly into our neighbour's vine- 
yard^~ till thcfe are amended. The fervetU 
Chriftian will take no reft, till the. enemies 
of his God be fubdued within his own 
breafl: : ** He will never think that "he hath" 
*^ already attained, either is already perfect ; 
^ bur iiwgetting the things which are be- 
^\ hind^ and rcJaching forth unto tbiofe things 
** which are before, he Will prcfs toward 
" the mark, for thi prize of th^^ high cafl- 
•*« iaag of God in C.hritt Jefii^ jV-J-^^ giving all 
^- dili^;em:e to make his calling and ele<51tion 

" furej" 
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** fure j'*-^and " working. out his own falva- 
" tiott with'fear and trembUngp"--Nfcvertfee- 
Icfs, ia the ' . : . . . 

j/ifr plaee^, Though true /crvour.hQgmt at 
home, yet it is not always confiiBed .there. 
It was the fpeech of a wicked Cain, ** Ain I 
** my brother's keeper J" The warm-hearted 
Chriftiau extends his: good offiees to all 
around him; and ufeth all that power and. 
influence which his ftation gives faim^. to 
difcourage vice, and to advance the. king?- 
dom of Chrift in the vrorld. — Is .he a.'inaigi- 
ftrate? he will not f^ bear: the fwoid* in vain," 
but faithfully employ it for the terror cf 
evil doers,, and the protcdlion of thofe .that 
do welLif— Is he a :minifler ? he will not. 
*V handle the word of God deceitfully j'* but, 
without regarding the perfons or paflions of 
men, : lie will openiy declare the: whole 
^.ouafti pf ' Godi^ : a^d> by fouijd doiSinnc 
and goQ^ exaogiple,) dp what in him lieth to 
conviite^,::and ieclaim the workers of ini- 
quity,; ."^^.^hat thfjt; io^ay ^recover tbcmfelves 
*^ out of the . ^ar*: qf . the. deviJ^.who ve 
*f taken captive by him at his< pleafure."— r- 
Is he a parent or mafter ? " he will walk 

" within 
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^ within his houfe with a perfect heart/* 
and udopt the reioliition of H0I7 I>avid9 
{Pfiii. cL 6, 7.) ^ He that walketh in a per- 
^ fe& way, he (hall fenre me; he that 
^ workcth deceit, fhall not dwell within my 
^^ honfe; he that telieth lies, ihall not tarry 
^* in my fight*'* In ihort, whaterer be his 
condition in life, he will embrace every 
opportunity that Providence afibrds lum, 
of advancing the glory of God, and doing 
all the good he can, either to the fools or 
bodies of men.— —Of this we hare many 
eminent examples recorded in Scripture: — 
Righteous Lot wras vexed from day to day 
with the unlawful deeds and filthy omver- 
iation of the Sodomites, amoi^ whom he 
lived; ^* Paul's* fpirit was flirred in him** 
when he beheld the city of Athens wholly 
given to idolatry; and Phinehas, the fbn 
of Ekazar, was both commended and re- 
warded, for executing righteous judgement 
in the camp of Ifiael, and obtained ^ the 
^ covenant of an everlafdng prieflhood ;** 
for this exprefs reafim, Beeatj^ it was ved- 
ms fir his Go d. B ut then I mnit add, in 
the 

6tb 
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€tb and Iqfi place, That this fervour muft 
be always under the diredlion of Chriftian 
prudence, that it may not break out into 
indecent heats, and carry us beyond the 
limits of our office or ftation in the fociety 
to which we belong.— If we ftep out of our 
proper fphere, we trefpafs againft that fub- 
ordination which the providence of God 
hath eftabliflied; and no pretence to rcli*- 
gious zeal can juftify our conduct:. Such 
fervour is not infpired by the Spirit of grace^ 
but is thc^ran^t and unhallowed^r^ of difi 
orderly paffion, which can never find accept* 
ance with that Gdd, whofe declared will it 
is, '* that all things fhould be done decently, 
•* and in order.*' 

Such, my brethren, is xYizx fervour offpirit 
with which the Apoftle exhorteth us to fervc 
the Lord. 

To recommend and enforce this gracious 
temper, was the fecond thing propofed in 
the method. — ^^Aild now that I am to enter 
upon this part of the fubjedl, I would ear- 
neftly intreat your moft ferious attention. 
Confider that I fpeak not only before you, 

Voul. Bb but 
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but to you ; and that riot in my own nsimc^ 
but in the name of that glorious Perfott 
" by whom God will Judge the world iff 
** righteoufneft ; whereof he hath given af^ 
^' furance unto all men, in that he raiied 
** him from the dead.** That .you^may be 
ready for that awful tviaA^ and appear witk 
hmnble boldnefs in his prefence^ when, 
carelefs and trifling ikiners fliall hang their 
heads, and ftand fpeechleid and £slf*coa«« 
demned before his tremendous throne } thi> 
h the errand upon which I come to you ; 
no other^ no lower errand thmi ihi$^* — If 
the bare title c^ Ghriftians would gSLUX you 
admittance inta the heavenly glory ; if a 
cold and barren profeffion of ireUgioa^ or 
the pra<5tice of fome eafy and common du- 
ties, would render you meet for die iiibe^ 
ritance of the faints in light; if God de- 
ferved or required na more, th^i what the 
world and the ffefli can fpare; I ikould be* 
indifcreet for attempting to difturb youf 
repofe. — But i[ thefe things be otherwiie ^ 
if it £hall profit us nothing to *^ call ChrUi 
*^ Lord,. Lord," unlefc we " do the tiiklgS' 
^ which he faith j ' if Jlotb be accounted 

wkkednefp 



nvickednefs by Ac righteous Judge of all the 
earth, and as fuch fliall l?e putiilhcd by him 
In the great day of retribution j then I fhould 
be unfaithful to Godj and cruel to your 
fouls, if I did not fumthon you to yout du^ 
tyj and vehemently urge you, in thcs word* 
of my text, to be fervent in/pirit^ ferving tbi 

Lord. Coi^def, in the 

ift place^ That God defetves thci mod 
zealous and adlive fervice we can pay to 
him. Surely this aflertion doth not require 
a formal proof; the evidence of its truth 
is fo plain and obvious, that the mod fimple 

and illiterate muft perceive it at once> ■ 

Dare any of you fay that it is pofhble to 
render unto God more than you owe himi 
If you fhould, I need not go far for argu-* 
ments to confute you ; I can fetch them 
from yourfelves, from every member of 
your bodies, from every faculty of your 
fouls. ■ W ho made thee, O man \ This 
is the firft queftion that children are taught 
to anfwer ; though, ^alas ! it is to be feared 
that many grown people anfwer it like chil- 
dren, and need to be fent to fchool again 
to learn its meaning. Is God thy Creator I 
B b 2 was 
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was it he who " clothed thee with ikin 
^^ and flefli, and fenced thee with bones 
^' and finews ?" was it he whp breathed 
into thy noflrils the breath of life, and 
made thee a living ioul I Are alt the endows 
inent« of thy mind, thy underftanding, thy 
Qtcn^ory, thy will, and thy afFedions ; arc 
all thefe the fruits of his bounty ? Doth his 
merciful vifitacion every moment prefervc 
thy fpirit, keep thy body from the duft^ 
and thy foul horn the place of anguilh and 

defpair? And after all> is it pof&blei 

that thy foul or thy body can exceed in 
his fervice, or be employed with too muck 
;i:raLfbr his honour I Stand forth, O man ! 
tod reply if thou canfl^ What ! doth this 
^aiO) I had almoft called it this childifh^ 
quellion put thee to a (land ? How ineXf- 
cufeable then is thy floth ? How juft,. and^ 
-Oh ! how dreadful, mufl thy condemnatioa 
btl 

But, my brethren, thefe are not alt the 
mercies you have receivedy and are daily 
4:eceiving i^om God. He is not only your 
Creator, your Preferver, and Benefadlor ; 
.but he hath bound you to his fervice by 

the 
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ithe ftill more endearing ties of redeeming 
^race and love : He fent his own Son into 
the World to fave you, to fave you by his 
death^: Amazing goodnefs ! to (hedhis biood 
for the expiation of your guilt: And can' 
you exceed in your gratitude to fuch a friend? 
is it poflible you can render unto him more 
dian is due, or ferve him with too great zeal 
•^nd /irvour ? 

But, 2dly^ God not only dcferves fuch 
Service as I am pleading for; he likewife 
demands it, peremptorily demand's it, and' 
will not be put off with any thing lefs. — rr-' 
" Be not deceived," faith this holy Apoftle, 
^* God is not mocked ; for wiiatfoever a 
" man foweth, that fhall he alfo reap : he 
" that foweth to the fkfh, fliall of the fle£h 
*^ reap corruption; and he that foweth to 
^ the Spirit, Ihall of the Spirit reap life 
*^ everlailing." If any imagine that Chrift 
came into the world to relax their obli- 
gations to a holy life^ they are grofsly 
miftaken; and if they ad upon that prin- 
ciple, they Ihall find themfehres fatally dif- 
appointed .at laft. St Paul knew of no 
iUch itt4ulgence, when he wrote to Titus, 
B bj that 
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that " the grace of God, which bringetU 
^ falvation, teacheth us, that deiiying uu- 
^* godlinefs and worldly lulls, we fliould 
** live foberly, righteoufly, ^nd godly ii^ 

** this prefent world/' P^-Our Saviour 

gave countepance to no fuch opinion, 
when he exhorted his difciples to *^ ftriv© 
♦' to enter in at the ftrait gatej" and told 
them in plain and awful terms, that ^' ex- 
^ cept their righteoufiaefs Ihould exceed 
^^ the rightcQufnefs of the fcribes and Pha-» 
^ rifees, they fliould in no cafe enter in-^ 
♦* to the kingdom of heaycn." This, my 
brethren, 19 the uniform language of holy 
writ ; the words of my text are clear and 
fkrong ; and it deferves our notice, th^t 
they ^e part of an cpiftle wherein the 
|e;race of the new covenant is maft accur 
rately defcribed, and zealoufly defended ; 
which, no doubt, muft ^dd a cpnfiderable 

weight to them, The flothful profefiby 

pounteraiSls the whole defign of the gor 
ipel; for the plan of man's redemptioi| 
was fp wifely l^d, that not only .the comi; 
fort of the Chriftian, but his improvement 
ipi hplincfs alfp, ihpul4 be gradually ad^ 
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vanced to fuli maturity. The defign 6f 
Chrift^s death was not merely to reconcile 
Ood to us, but likewife to reconcile us to 
God; that his generous and unmerited love 
might overcome our enmity, make us afha^ 
med of our ingratitude, and powerfully 
** conftrain us to live, not unto ourfelves^ 
** but unto him who died for us, and rofe 
** again."-r-A 

4/i& motive to fervour and diligence iiji 
the fervice of God^ arifeth from the diffi- 
culties that atttnd our duty. The Chri- 
ilian's work is compared to a warfare ; he * 
muft dilute every inch of ground, and 
fight his way through furrounding ene- 
mies. It is no cafy matter ** to pluck out 
** a right eye, and to cut off a right hand ;'* 
that is, to renounce thofe ^ns to which 
we have been fo long habituated, that they 
are in a manner become parts of ourfelves, 
^nd no lefs dear to us than the mod ufefu} 
and neceflary members of qur body : yet 
to this we muft confent before we cw en*?* 
ter into the kingdom of heaven, It ap- 
pears a hard command that God gave to 
Abrahaca, ^ Take now thy fon, thine only 
B b 4 - ^* foft 
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" fon Ifaac, whom thou loveft ; and get 
** thee into the land of Moriah, and oflFer 
*' him there for a burnt-offering, upon 
** one of the mountains that I fhall tell 
*' thee of," But is not that other com-r 
inand at lead equally fevere, Take now 
thy luft, thy beloved luft, from which thou 
haft promifed thyfelf the greateft returna 
of profit or pleafure, bring it hither imme- 
diately, and flay it before me, without the 
ceremony of one parting embrace? This, 
my brethren, is difficult work indeed. I- 
faac/lay meekly and patiently on the altar r 
but fo will not our lufts; no, they will 
ftruggle, and cry, and plead for mercy,, 
ajid ufe every infinuating method of ad- 
drefs, to prevent, or at leaft; to retard the 

ftroke, But neither is this all: thofe 

inward corruptions, formidable as they are,. 
yet are they not tiie only enemies we have 
tD grapple with : The devil is an adverfary 
both cunning and ftrong, very formidable 
by his power, as " the roaring lion;" but 
Hill more formidable by his craft, as that 
*' old ferpent," who can vary his fliape,. 
apd put on the appearance of an angel of 

li^ht, 
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light, that, in a form fo fpecioijs, he may 
get accefs to our hearts with greater eafe, 
ai^d fill theni with his poifon, before wc 

are aware. This earth too upoa whick 

we tread is full of fnares: and every ftate 
or condition of life hath fome temptation, 
or other peculiar to itfelf, as we learn from 
that well conceived prayer of Agur, (Prou, 
XXX. 8, 9.), " Remove far ftom me vanity 
*^ and lies; give me neither poverty, nor 
** riches, feed me with food convenient 
V for me : left I be fully and deny tbee^ and 
" fay, who is the Lord? or lejl I be poor^ 
*' and Jlealy and take the name of my God 
*• in vain." — Befide^, in the ordinary courfb 
of events, *' all that will live godly in 
" Chrift Jefus, muft fuffer perfecution" m: 
one kind or other. The Chriftian is bound . 
not only to avoid conformity to the worlds 
but, on all proper occafions, to tellify hia 
diflike of its corrjipt maxims and pradtices ; 
which cannot fail to draw upon him a 
confiderable fliare of hatred and refent-^ 
njent. Singularity is enough to beget ill 
will : but if a perfon ihall not only ule 
djjBferent manners, but like\Yife condemu 

the 
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the manners of thofe among whom lie 
lives, which the moft prudent and modeft 
diiciple of Jefus may fometimes find him* 
ielf obliged to do ; this will not ealily be 
forgiven: fuch a one can expedi ao bet* 
ter treatment than Lot had from the So* 
domites, who could not bear that a fellow, 
a& they called him, ^ who came in to io- 
•* joum,*' ihould pretend to be their judge. 
■ ■ ii Such are the difficulties diat attend 
religion; and do not thefe make zeal or 
fa^vaur kiecefiaryt — I {hall only add, in 
the 

i^b place. That we fhould he fervent in 
Jpirit^ ferving the Lord; becauie, as I have 
afready ob&rved, it is abiblutely impof^ 
Q^t that we can do too much^ Were we 
in any danger of exceeding, there would 
Qo doubt be caufe to moderate our zeal; 
-but this is not the cafe ; for after ^ we 
i^ have done all thofe things which are 
^ commanded us/' we fliall ftill have rea-? 
fon to fay, ** We are unprofitable fervants j 
** we have done that which was our duty 
**• to do/' — True it, is, that in particu- 
lar exercifes of religion^ there may be an 
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overdoing ; for one duty may jufUy be 
faid to exceed, when it thrufts out another 
of greater, or even of equal i.mportaji^ce, or' 
which is more the duty of the feafon thanv 
itfelf ; but £b long as we regulate oixr fer- 
vices by the word of God, in which cafe 
alone they are proper ads of obedience^ 
we need not be a&dcd of becoming ** rigb* 
^* teous overmuch/* One thing is certain^ 
that the molt ferious Chriliians, when they 
came to die, have always lamented their 
former ' negligence : and the time is a( 
hand, when all the world fhall confeis, that 
holy diligence was the trucft wifdom ; and 
that they, and they only, made choice of the 
better parr, who minded the " one thing 
^^ needful/' and yrertjirveni inj^irit^ fi^t^g 
the Lord. 

Anp now^ my dev friends, my defign 
upon the whole, is to excite you to a pro* 
per coxicem about the ialvation of your 
precious and immortal fouls. It is not ^ # 
fyilem dP opinions that will carry any mau 
to heaven : our knowledge of the truth 
ihall only ferve to condemn us, if we da 
' not 
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not receive the truth into our hearts, and 
fu£Fer it to influence both our temper and 
pradlice. I am far from thinking that 
men may be faved in any religion, how- 
ever falfe, provided only they be fincere 
in the belief, and obedient to the didlates, 
of that religion they profefs ; but of this I 
am fully perfuaded, on the other hand, 
that no religion can fave a man who is not 
ierious in it, and who doth not yield bim- 
felf entirely to its government. Can it 
avail us any thing, that we profefs the true 
reHgion, if we ourfelves are falfe to that 
religion ? No, furely : The religion indeed . 
is good, but it is not our religion ; it is our 
book that contains the true religion, but 
not our heart ; and therefore it can no more 
fave us, than the beft food can nourifh us, 
and preferve our life, which only ftandeth 
upon the table, or which never goeth far- 
ther than our mouth. 

Let me therefore intreat you to comply 
with the Apoftle's exhortation in my text. 
I fpeak to you who are Chriftians indeed ; 
becaufe you alone are in a capacity oi&y^r- 
^i;^ the Lord; for ** they that arq in the 

•• flefli," 
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*^ flefh/^ who were never cut o£F from the 
natural flock, and ingrafted into Chrift the 
true vine, fuch perfons, the Apoftle telk 
us, (Rom. viii. 8.) ** cannot pleafe God." 
They may perform the outward ads of 
duty, they may even do them with a con- 
fiderable degree oi natural fervour ; but aHl 
the while their mofl: fpecious fervices arc 
only " dead works," oflFered up with "*ftrange 
" fire/' which cannot afcend to God with 
acceptance. 1 fpeak therefore to the li- 
ving members of Chrift, to thofe who are 
regenerated by the Spirit of God ; and my 
requeft to you is, that, from this time for- 
ward, you fliould *' ftir up the gift of God 
" that is in you," and be fervent in Jpirit^ 
ferving the Lord^ 

The declining intereft of religion re- 
quires all the fupport you can give it. IVIen^ 
are wearing out of acquaintance with God?' 
nor is it greatly to be wondered at, feeing 
his image is fb faintly to be difcemed, 
even upon thofe who are really his children. 
Look around you, and obferve how adlive 
and violent wicked men are in the iervioe 
«f Satan; their pace, like " the driving 

*' of 
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•* of Jehu, the fbn of Nimflii, is fwift and 
** furious.*' With what zeal, with what 
carefiilnefs, with what felf-denial,-^I had 
almoft (kid, with what fear and tfembling^ 
—do many of them work out their owii 
damnation ! " drawing iniquity with cords 
•* of vanity, and imning as with a cart-- 
^ rope '/'—And will you be cold and negli** 
gent, nay, timorous and {bamefaced, in the 
fcrvice of the true and living God ? Oh ! 
how unfeemly, how (candalous, how hurt- 
ful were this! hurtful to yourfelres, hurt-=^ 
ful to your fellow ChrilUans, hurtful even 
to the wicked with whom yoU converie: 
they know that heaven and hell are in di-< 
redk oppofition, and confequently that the 
roads which lead to them muft be widely 
diftant from each other ; and therefore they 
will never be perfuaded that they fhall be 
thrull down into utter darknefs, if fuch as 
you, who in appearance are treading the 
fame path that they do^ fliall get to hea-* 
ven at laft.— —^Ungrateful fefvants ! how 
hath your Redeemer deferved this at your 
hands ? Is this the way to galn» mens 
hearts to the love of hoUnefs ? Would you 

wifh 
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Hrlih the world to vnixt l^fcer £o imperfe^ 
auid blotted a copy as you fet before diemi 
I befeech, I otiteft you^ by all the rq^ud 
you have for the glory of God, yoidr 
own comfort, and the .good of othcM, that 
henceforth yott would, diftinguifli ybia> 
felres more vlfibly from ^the men of the 
•* wodd, who hftt* ibeit' portion in thb 

«« lift:' ** «aite iwy fellowlhip with the 

<< unfruitful Works of dUtiMeCs^ but tather 
" reprove them." Let Chriftianity he fb 
deeply engraved on every part of your con-^ 
du6l, that he who runs may read whofe 
fervantsf you are, and thus God may be 
glorified in his faints. It is a mean in- 
glorious aim, merely to keep within the 
limits, which divide the lawful from the 
forbidden ground t Show that you are men 
of ** another fpirit," by " following the 
** Lord fully," and (training every nerv^y 
as it were^ to attain the higheft perfedlion 
of which our nature is capable in its pre- 
fent imperfedl date. Let faith realife to 
you the life of Jefus; and beg of God^ 
for Qhrift's fake, that he, by his Spirit^ 
may kindle- th^t holy fire in your hearts, 

which 
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which ihall gradually confume all your 
drofS) and carry you fwiftly forward to the 
2ion above, that imperial city of the great 
King, where, like thofe flaming minifters 
who furround his throne, you fliall fervc 
God day and night in his temple, without 
interruption, without imperfedlion, and with-> 
t)ut wearinefs. To which exalted felicityj 
may God, of his infinite mercy, bring us all 
in due time, through Jefus Qirift our Lord# 
Amen. 
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■ N^MiERS xW. l^i 

Sut my jirvanl Calebs becaufe be had another 

fpirit with him^ and bath FOLLOWED 

ME FULLY; him will I bring into tU 

land whereinto be went ; and bis fe^d Jbalt 

bo/Tefs it. 



I Propose to recommend to your imita- 
tion this illuftrious fervant of the Moft 
High Gpd> whofe name is recorded with fuch 
dillingui{hed honour in the pafTage I have 
juft now read in your hearing, Caleb fol^ 
lowed the Lord fully ^ and obtained a glorious 
reward : and if we hope or wilh to be re-* 
. warded as he was, reafon teacheth us, that 
we fhould walk in his fleps, and do as he did. 

But what are we to underftand by follow^ 
ing the Lord fully .^-^This queftion is firft in 
order ; and after I have endeavoured to give! 
a fatisfying anfwer to it, J fhalKthen pro-^ 
ceed to prefs the dut;y by fomc motives and 
arguments. 

\0L. L G c lui't 
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Let us begin with inquiring what wc 
are to under ftAnd ^by jhllowing the Lprd 
fully. 

And here I muft obferve ia the entrance^ 
that no man can follow the Lord at all, till 
once he be acquainted with him : ** For he 
** that coiiEieth to God, rauft bcliete that he 
^ is, and that he is a rewarder of <kcm that 
•• dilrgently feefc him.'* A flavifh relutftant 
fubjediion there may be ; but there Marmot 
be a voluntary, far lefs an unreferved, obe- 
dience, without afie(5lionate truft and film! 
confidence. Before we can follow God^ We 
muft not only know that he is fupreme,- al:id 
Tiath a right to command ; but 'we mtift 
iikewife believe; that he is worthy to coax-^ 
mand, and infinitely poffdled of all thofe 
perfedlions whtch qualify him to govern 
the creatures he hath. made. Two things 
we muft be thoroughly perfuaded c^\ Jirft^ 
That the laws of onr Sovx^rcign are righte- 
ous and good ; and, next^ That he is botii 
able and wHling to protedl us in his fervice* 
— ^And indeed, my brethren, had we never 
offended God, thcfe views alone would 
have been lu^ient inuucements to follow 

bim 



:S E k MO.N xVt. 

him' fully : but w' we, 5ire guilty creatures^ 
Rnd liable to puaiftiai^at, fbnae farther dis- 
coveries are now • becooie neceiTary, We 
need fometliipg to vfinqui^b thofe fears of 
wrath, which would rather prompt u« tp 
fly from the prefence of our Judge, :thaa ^ 
make an uucertain attempt to patify.hiiaa by 
iubmtffion : fome iclieHle of grt<je lauft b^ 
opened to our view^ by which, pardon m^ 
be difpenfed to the guilty, and 'ftfeng,th im-^ 
parted tor t)ie weak^ in a way rthajt ^ippear^ 

. confident, with the hoaour of the divine gp^ 
Tcrnmenc Nay, we muft not i^uly know 
that itkcl^ la fckomeei^iil^^ but we on oyyt 

,paTt muft cordi-allj' approve of it.} and by 
our perfoaal confent, afcertain our elaifn to 
that inercy and grace which it offers to fin- 

'. ners ; that being at peace with Ood, we ma:y 
no longer dread him as an enetiay^ but love 
him as a Father, and feifve hira with joy, 
beings aflkred that ** ora* kbour fluU riot bd 
^* in yain/* 

This being prcmifed, as a neceffaty ^re-» 
paratave :ioY following the LordfuUy^ the duty 

-4tfclf may he confideiTed asdncluding .theifal-* 

\ lowing partkulacs : 

' ' Cca y?, 
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ifty That we acknowledge no other Lord 
befides^ him. ■ One Lord we muft have ; for 
it is folly to imagine we can be independent 
and free : Man was made to ferve ; and no- 
thing i» left to him but the choice of his 
matter : But more than one Lord we cannot 
have ; imlefs by a derived or delegated au- 
thority : He who 18 fupreme may appoint 
another to rule under him, and to enforce 
the obfervance of his laws j and when both 
concur in the fame command, then both 
may be ferved by one aft of obedience : 
But " no man can fervc two appojite matters ; 
** for either he will hate the one^ and love 
** the other ; or elfe he will hold to the one^ 
" and defpife the other. We cannot ferve 
" God and Mammon," And therefore to 
follow the Lord fully ^ is to follow him only r 
It is to make his will the ible and abfolute 
rule of our condudt, in oppofition to our own 
humour, the temptations of Satany and the 
corrupt maxims of a world that lieth in wic- 
kednefs. 

2dly; To follow tht Lord fully, is to obey 
him without any referve or limitation -^ — 
it is to ferve him with an affedionate and 

liberal 
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liberal heart j-^— and to do this at all times. 
— Each of thefe might be confidered apart; 
but I -have chofeu to join them together un*. 
der one head, as they ferve to iliuftrate and 
fupport one another. 

Our obedience, I fay, muft be without 
referve or Jjmiution; for unlefs we fo/ldw 
the Lord in all things^ we cannot truly be 
faid to follow him in any thing. We give 
caufe to fufpedl, that when, in other in- 
(lances, we perform the duties he enjoins^ 
yet even in thofe we are governed by fomc- 
thing elfe than a regard to his authority; 
and that though we feem to. follow him^ yet 
in reality we are profectiting fome intereft- 
ed fcheme of our own, and are ieeking our- 
felves, inftead of ferving our God. The 
ijni verfahty of our obedience, then^ is the 
only proof of our fincerity ; for " whofo- 
*' ever Ihall , keep the whole law, and yet 
" offend jji one point,, ie guilty of all." We 
do not fellow the Lord fully ^ unlefs we fol- 
low him wbitherfoever he leadeth u8^..throV 
the moft- rugged,, pa^s of felf-denifij and 
mortification, as well as in thpfe fmooth 
delightfifl ways, in which we find the paoft 
C c 3 imme-^ 
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immediate ftd'i^ntige and pleafure.— Again^i 
i^e muft ferve him with an affeclionatc and 
liberal heai"t; continually alking fach que- 
ftions- as thefe: "Lord, what wilt thou 
^* have me to do?*' and, " What fhall I ren- 
^ def unto the 'Lord' for all his benefits?" 
The .t6rm fallowing plainly implies this j 
A perfdn tnay be dragged or dritied agkinft 
his will; but to follow is an a-fl pf^ choice: 
it denotes a voluntary and cheerful oheJi*^ 
^DCe;,a ferviee of love^ which is tidt fparing 
or niggardly, but always dcvif&fh^ -Kberal 
things*:^ Would' we- th^rt follow tBe tAtd fuU 
fy^ we*iiMft be.w^^'Hady to eVSry good 
^* wotk ;'' and not &ttly embrace ppportu-* 
nities of ferviee whien they prefect them- 
felvtes; but even fetfe out opportunities of 
knproviift^ thofe tafents with which we are 
eiiitruft^d, that, as it ife eXprelled in the pa^ 
fable/^^ when our Matter returnv% he may 
^ receivb his own With uiury/**-i-i-*^I fur^ 
thfer ^'XddM, that ^e ikould biihkw after 
^his inatther at all tiitifes } that par tbhdnft 
0n € vfe*y occafion rtiay I be confi fttiit and 
unifofdh : -i- Tlie 6^ue fefvant of the Lord 
l^lill iiJways^ie one man^ fpeaking the fame 
• - " - • language, 
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language, and obferving the fame condiKf^. 
in every place and in every company. Wuich 
leads me to a 

3^/ remark qF coniiderable importance ; 
namely. That xo folloiv the Lord fully ^ is to 
follow him opcply, and in tlit face ot tne 
world. We muil not thmk of ftealing to 
heaven by feme clandeftine unfrequented 
path, as if we were afhamed of beiag feen, 
or afraid left it (hould be known to what 
family we belonged : Thi) i# a fneaking 
cowardly artifice; fb baie in itfelf, and fo 
ungrateful to the kindeft, as well as to th^ 
greatefl and mod honourable Mailer, thajC 
were it not too commonly pradlifed, one 
ihould icarcely think it needful- to be meur 
tioned. 

There are two extremes into which people 
are apt to run, and both aught to be guarxi- 
cd againft with equal care. ■ -Some pr»- 
clairii their religion as on the hoafe-tdps : 
they love to talk of their high attainments, 
and difcover ah anxiety to make themfelv^s 
obfervable, and to gain the admiration and 
Jtpplauie of their neighbours. This our Sa- 
fiour exprefsiy condemns, Mattb. vi. from 
C c 4 the 



« 



4o8 SERMON XVI. 

the I ft to the 19th vcrfe^ where he tells hlg 
difciples, that they who faft or pray, or 
give akns, to be fecn of men, only fervc 
themfelve8 : And what is the confeqnence ? 
It 18 but juft they ihould be left to reward 
themfelvcs as they can ; for duties done 
with fuch an aim can never be accepted by 
God as any part of that religious homage 

he requires. Others again, from a falfe 

modefty and baihfulnefs, or perhaps a pre- 
tended diflike of oftentation and hypocrify, 
run into the oppofite extreme : They hide 
their light, (if any light they have), they 
Itide it, I fay, ** under a bufhel," as the 
Scriptures exprefe it. They go as great 
kngths as they dare, in a ferule compliance . 
with the humours and cuftoms of the world ; 
and even keep at an afie(fled diftance from 
every thing that might betray any ferious 
impreilion of God upon their minds. 

Now, the duty I am recommending lies at 
. ^n equal diftance from both thefe extremes. 
It is a {M-ofefhon that is. neither oftentatious 
nor fliamefaced; it neither courts obferva- 
tion, nor avoids it. The true follower of the 
fj^rJ^ keeping the laws of hi§ Mafter conti- 
nually 
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finally in his €ye, performs every duty in 
it&. place and feafon. It appears " a fmaU 
^'matter to him to be judged of man's 
♦* judgement ;'\ he endeavours " fo to fpeak,'* 
and fo to a6l, "not as pleafing men, but 
" God, which trieth the heart,?' He doth 
not (hun the view of his fellow-creatures, 
but is willing to give all who choofe it, an 
opportunity of learning from his condudl, 
^e nature and fpirit of that religion he hath 
embraced. He feel^, and pracSlically acf 
knpwledgeth, the divine authority of fuch 
precepts as thcfe : — " Let your moderation 
^* be known to all men :"— ." Provide tilings 
*' honeft in the fight of all men :*' and,— 
*' Let your light fo fhine before men, that 
^* they may fee your good works, and glo- 
V rify your Father which is in heaven." — 
.His foul IS alarmed with that awfiil declara- 
tion of our Saviour, (Luke ixi 26.) " Who- 
" foever ftiall be afhamed of me, and of my 
f^ words, of him alfo Ihall the Son ctf" maa 
•^' be aihamed,. when he ; \aii come in hi? 
^* own 'glory, and in his Father's glory, and 

*f .df the holy angels." Would we them 

follow the Ij)rd fully ^ we muft confefs him 

openly^ 
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openly, and dare to.be holy in ipite of devik 
aad men : We muft *^ be blamelefs and 
** harmltfs, the fons of God, without re- 
•* buke, in the mid^ of a crooked and per- 
^ Tcrie nation, — holding forth the word of 
^.lifcJ* . OiiLC. liiore, in the 

J^tb place. To follow ibt Lord fully ^ is to 
ckave to him iledlalUy when others forfake 
him; and ro pcrievere in his fervice, evea 
swhtm it cxpoieth us to the world's hatreit, 
and the periecution of wicked and unrea^ 
Ibnlble men. . . u It was op account of 
ffcis brave and lionourable Angularity, tha/t 
Odeb obuined the title of a man of another 
JprU. He was one of four, among ibme 
hundred thoufands, who retained his loyalty 
-to the King of heaven: for befides MofeS 
«n(l Aaron, and his own companion Jofhua, 
it doth not appear that there was one dif- 
fenting voice in all the tribes of Ifrael ; the 
f evolt was univerfal, the whole congregation 
Rebelled againft their God.-~*«Nay,,hc waS 
»ct only fingular, but his fingularity drew 
ndpon him the refentment of his brethren: 
Orders were given '^ to ftone hiai to death ;'* 
•Wid they were on. the point of doing it| 

lyhen 



S E k M Q'N XVL 41 1 

^hcn "the gl6ry of "God aplpearing in the 
*' tabernacle," checked their fury, and pro-^ 
tedled the life of this illuftrious faint.—— 
Thus it w4s that Ok\eh followed ibe Lord fuU 
ly; and irhtis muft we cilf6 do, if we afpire to 
his reward. Inftead of fhrinking at perfe- 
cntron; if * that fhould be our lot, we inufl: 
rather ** rejoice that we are counted worthy 
" to fuffer fhame" in the caufe of our Lord; 
and ev^hefteem it a privilege, "that to u$ 
" it is given, in the behalf of Chrift, not 
^*' only to believe in his name, but likewife 
^ to fufFer for his fake.** * 
i The amount of all I have f^jid' is this : If 
we would follow the Lord fully after the pat- 
tern in my text,— w^e niuft acknowledge no 
other Mailer befides him : — We muft obey 
him in all' things : we muft do this at all 
times t and ferve " him with an affe<5lionate 
** and liberal heart; ndt grudgingh, or as 
" of neceffity;" for " "the Lord loveth a 
" cheerful giver."— ^-^ — ^We muft foljow him 
openly, and in the. face of the fun; — and 
then 'we muft perfevei-e . in our attendance 
iipon him, though ho man (hould join with 
W3; nay, though earth and hellfliould unite 

their 
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their force, and both rife up in arms to op- 
pofe nss 

You have now feen the dm of my dif- 
cpnrfe; and may I not hope to fucceed in 
it ? I am alking nothing that is unreafon- 
able, nothing that you yourfelves can find 
any pretence to refufe: All I afk is, in 
the 

i^ place. That you fhould be bone^ men. 
You call yourfelves Chriftians: and what 
IS my requeft, but that you be Chriftians 

indeed? So that in reality, it is the cau(e 

of your own honour I am pleadiag with 
you. A man of fpirit and integrity, is a 
character that univerfally commands efteem ; 
but it is impoflible to fupport that honour- 
able charadler by any qther means than by 
following t be Lord fully. Enemies you may 
have; I ought rather to have faid, enemies 
you ihall have, fome perhaps, perverfely and 
malicioufly, who may {lander you as hypo- 
crites : but a ftedfaft and uniform perfeve- 
ranee in holinefs, if it difarm not their ma- 
lice, will at length confute their reproach. 
Whereas your fwerving from duty, either 

to 
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to gain the favour of men, or to lavoid their 
difpieafiirc, cannot fail to expofe you td 
their contempt and fcorn : Reward you 
they may ; but, Oh ! how low muft you 

fink in their efteem t ^And thqn what a 

triumph will it give to the wicked, who on- 
ly wait for your halting ? How will it whet 
their tongues, and give them an edge that 
Ihall pierce you to the quick ? for this you 
may lay your account with, that their cen- 
fures of you fhall be far more fevere and 
unmerciful, than thofe they employ againft 
others, who make no profeffiomof religion: 
nay, their cenfures ftiall be more feverely 
felt by yburfelves ; becaufe you will find 
fomething within you that tells you they 
are juftw — ^The hardened, finner can aflume 
an air of confidence and intrepidity j con- 
fcience being feared, gives him no difturh- 
ance within ; fo that his external appearance 
is all he hath to attend unto : but the fenfe 
of having adled wrong, will draw y our. at- 
tention inward,^ and leave your . countenance 
to exprefs every outward fymptom of timi- 
dity and felf-reproacb. Whereas, by fol^ 
i€wwg the Lord fully i yqu ihall by'.d^recs 

acquire 
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acquire a Brmne& and indepeodency o( 
^irijC.that Will enable you at aU 4:imes to 
behave with a genuine and welUfupported 
dignity. This (hall give you an irri^ftible 
jfuperiority ovpr. the hearts of wicked men, 
which Aall overawe them in jfecret, and 
conflrain their honxage, in the fame piK>pQr- 
tion that it excites their hatred and ^nvy. 
Thus we read, t/iat "Herod feared -John/* 
«vcn when he threw him into prifon. ; and 
he feared him, as St Mark informs us« pure- 
ly upon this account, " becaufe he koQW 
•** that he was a, juft and holy man." 

2i3i7ff, The duty I am recommending M 
equally neceflary to fecure the id&waftl 
peace and tranquillity of your minds : it 
contributes to yout intcreft, no-lefs thaa 
to your honour.-^-; — How mifcrable is die 
xnaii who hath war and difcord within his 
own breart! This is worfe dhian death.; 
:for that only tears the foul from the body, 
whereas this tears the health, the life, ^ 
from the foul itfelf^ Such a perfoh rc- 
fembles ** the troubled fea when it can- 
** not reft, whoife waters caft up inxire dtdd 
•* dirt/' Which way foever Jie turns iiis 

cyea, 
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tyt^ the profpef);^ on all haads, is dark aod 
gloomy. Above, is the throdc <rf an ofiend^ 
^d God 4 beneath, is the fire thiait {hall never 
be qvienched ; and within, he feels the gnftw- 
ings of the worm that dietds not : €0 that: tdie 
tireattires around him are his onlyrefourcej 
and thefe at beft are * djeceitfiil brooks ;"-^ 
*♦ broken citterns, that can hiaid no water j* 
— .*' tniferable c^mfortens," which delude 
him for a tnoment^ and ibrfake him sit the 
time when he ftands tnott ki need of thetii : 
** There itf nb peate^ faiidi my<}od, to the 
** wicked."— ^Bttt ^* iight is ibwn for the 
^* righteous, aaid gladnjfefdr the upright in 
•**, heart/'- — ^-^" Great peace^'* faid one who 
iaiew it by experience, '** gr^at peace ha^ 
-^ they that love thy law, and nothing ihaU 
.^offend th^mV* even ** the peace of God^ 
^' which pafletb all understanding, fliali keep 
*' their hearts and minds through Jefus 
-••Chtift/^ 

My brtthren, we feall never tafte ikc 

l:<66tifoits of religion^ till we become tho- 

-lioughly religious, zxid^fblioiv thi Lord^^vih 

aii onr heart. A half religibn-muit always 
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be a joylefs thing. Perfons of this, mixf 
-charadler muft in great meafure be ftraa* 
gers to pleafure in any kind. They have 
jnft as much religion -as maketh fin bitter*, 
and as much fin as renders religion un- 
pleafant : and what an infipid difagreeable 

fituation muft this be ! In, refpe<Sl of pre- 

fcnt enjoyment, the diflblute aad 'unreierved 
flayes of the devil have manifeftly the ad- 
vantage of thofe hilf-con verted people. 
They get a full tafte, at leaft, of fuch dreg- 
gy pleafiire as fin can afford ; but the others 
cannot even get at that much, and at the 
fame time their dry conftrained formality 
fupplies them with nothing to make up for 
the want of it. Whereas he who followetb 
the Lord fully y poffeffeth a joy infinitely fu- 
perior to what the creatures can yield; nay, 
a joy that is altogether independent on tbc 
creatures. 

Moreover, religion, when it is genuine 
and cordial, heightens the .relifh of every 
lawful comfort. Befides that natural fweet- 
nefs which God hath put into many of the 
outward benefits he beftows, the true Chri-' 
ftian can look upon them as the gifts of a 

reconciled 
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reconciled Father, and pljedges of bertet: 
things to come. He can fky upon the re- 
ceipt of every mercy, -^ This is mine, and 
heaven alfo: — My God hath fent me this • 
token of his love, to fupport and encou- 
rage me in my journey homeward ; 1 
Ihall foon be beyond the need of fuch in-^ 
ferior bleflings^ arid pofTefs the living foun- 
tain from whence thpfe refreftiing ftreams 
do flow, — — On the other handj if his 
prefent allowance be fcanty^ he can fay, — - 
My Father Jcnoweth what is good for mc 
better than I do ; bleffed be his name^ 
who, in kindnefs, with -holds from me 
what his wifdom forefees would prove a 
ihare to ihy foul : He feeks my ivhole. ht^rt^ 
and he is worthy to poffefs it : It is my 
bufinefs to follow him; and the lefs I am 
encumbered, the fafter I fliall run : When 
I get home I ftiall be comforted and fatifr 
fied to the full : Famine may dwell in this 
wildernefs, but is altogether unknown in 
that good land to which I am travelling: 
*' In my Father's houfe there is bread 

*' enough, and to fpare,"- To a perfon 

^f this temper nothmg can come amiis : 
Vol. I. D d H« 
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He -knows that his lot is ordered by that 
God " who is wile in heart, and mighty 
" in ftrength ;'* and who hath expre/iljr 
promifed, that " all things fhall work to- 
** gcther for good to them that love him, 
^ to them who are the called according to 

^ his purpofe, *- IHftrefi falls with a 

cruihing and deadly weight upon the maa 
who fteps afidc from the road of duty;, 
but he who keeps the ftraight and onward 
path, can t^e adverfity by the cold hand,, 
and welcome it as a friend, whofe fober 
advice will guide him in his pilgrimage 
far better than the flattering^ iips of pros- 
perity. He can fay with the Prophet Ha- 
feakkuk, when every earthly comfort takes 
wing and flieth away, " Although the fig- 
** tree (hall not blollbm, neither Ihall fruir 
" be in the vines, the labour of the olives 
** {hall fail, and the fields fhall yield na 
" meat, the flock fhall be cut off from the 
" fold, and there fhall be no herd in the 
** ftalls : yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I 
^ will joy in the God of my falvation.**— 
But there are other motives befidea thefe, 
which ought to have weight, and which 

will 
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ivill have weig-ht with every ingeanous 
heart. Let. me theiefore remind you, ifi 
the 

^d place. That our Lord hath dn fome 
meafure entrafted us with his glory, aijd 
called the world to take notice of us, ai 
the perfons by whom he experts td be ho- 
noured. --- — b how Ihould this fire us with 
a generous ambition to excel in holinefs^ 
that we may exhibit a jufl reprefentatioa 
of the Mafter we ferve, and fhdw that he 
is in trath what the Scriptures report him 
to be, - " altogether lovely," and " fairci* 

" than the children of men !'* Is it not^ 

toy bi-ethren, matter of grief to you, that 
fo many are to be found who ** defpife 
" and rejedl the Saviour of mankind?'* 
Would ' you not wifh that all the world 
fhould know his excellence, that they 
might admire, and love, and choofe him 

for their Mafter? If you do, for the 

Lord's fake, for your oWn fake, and for 
the fake of the many thoufands to whom 
he ftill appears "without form and come- 
*^ linels," do not with-hold the aid you 
can give: Him they cannot fee^ but yon 
D d i are 
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arc dways in their eye; permit ttcm to 

behold his image in you. ^Would yott 

not reckon it a high crime to blafphemc 
him with your mouths? I know you 
would ^ Q then do not blafpheme and re- 
proach him by your aiflions! Allow 

me to- afk yo% — When you go with the 
multitude, and live as carelefs iinnsrs do, 
tnfiing away your precious time in the 
giddy round of fafhionable amufements; 
how would you have the world to judge? 
— ^Would you have them ta believe, that 
fuch behaviour is agreeable to the laws of 
your Matter? that he approves of^ or even 
that he is but flightly difpleafed with it? 

What would you think of a miniftef 

who fhould preach in that manner, and 
labour to perfuade his hearers, that a care- 
lefs trifling diflipated life is perfei5lly cour 
fiftent with true piety, and that any thing 
beyond, it is unneceffary precifenefs,, and 
being " righteous overmuch ?'*—— Sure I 
am, you would look upon fuch a nunifter 
with contempt, nay, with hot ror : and dare 
you praiflife what we dare not preach ?-r- 
We may, we ought to fay every thing 

that 
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that is true. We dare not preach an un- 
x:oinnianded flridlnefs ; there is a curfe 
denounced againft thofe who " add unto 
^* the words of this book/* as well as 
againft thofe who " take from them/* And 
if your behaviour difier widely from what 
we are bound to recommend, I again afk 
the queftion. What judgement would you 
have the world to form ? — They muft ne* 
ceflarily condemn icither us or you ; us 
for requiring too much, or you for per- 
forming too little : — They muft either con- 
elude that we mifreprefent the religion of 
Jcftis, or that you are not the difciples of 

Jefus. ^Will any of you be fo candid as 

to take our part againft yourfelves, and 
honeftly confefs, that you are -wholly to 
blame ? vvill you go to your carnal neigh- 
bours, and tell them, that what you do is 
utterly inconfiftcnt with your helly profef* 
fion ; that the Lord, whole name you bear, 
adted in a diSer^nt manner himfelf, and 
gave you laws of a -quite different nature 
and- tendency? — I fufpeft you will hardly 
confent to this propofal ; and yet juftice 
demands it; nay, unlefs you cither do 
P d ^ fomething 
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fbmething of this kLad, or alter your courfa 
pf life, and JoUqw the Lord fully ^ you. are 
tcriminal in the higheft degree ; you flan- 
tder your Matter, you bear falfe witnefs 
^gainft him, and are chargeable with dif 
bonefty, with perjury, nay with blafphemy 
itfelf. — And this fugge iU a 

4th TOOtiye, whicl\ I h^ix^ you may attencj 

to. 1 am now going to plead with ypn 

from Ipve to your neighbours. This is ^ 
principle you profels to honour ; nay, if \ 
miftake not, 'the defire of obliging others, 
, and of renclering yourfelves agreeable tq 
them, is your comixion: apology for cpjor 
forming tq their mamiers, and avoiding 
the orfenlive Angularity - of following the 
,l^rd fully. This, my brethren, is a. falfe 
pxpfeflion of love ; never thelefs^ it difcp- 
yers fuch a regard to others, as. furnifhe^ 
me with a handle to take hold of the tru^ 
principle, and to plead it ip fupport of thq 
jluty I am recommending.-, — -Surely it 
is no office of love to deceive another tq 
his hurt, - of to fufFer hira ^ to continue 
\n 2L -.plea'ing miftake, which unavoidably 
jnuft, and which mp^y very fpeedily end in 

his 



SERMON XVI, 4^3 

Ills ruin: fuch "tender mercies" would 
indeed be " cruelty." In the common af- 
fairs of life, this maxim is unrv«:fally ac- 
knowledged : And is it lefs <:ruel to deceive 
your neighbour in matters of infinitely 
higher importance ? If^ by the freedoms 
you take, others are emboldened to fin 
againftGod; wiU the pretence of good-na* 
ture or courtefy be fuftaiaed as a defence 
againft the charge of hJood-guiltiiXefs ? No, 
nniy brethren. They who are thus mifled 
by you " fliall die in their iniquity;" but 
^ theifv blood," at the fame time, ^ fhall Jbe 
** required at your .hands.".^— " Wo unto the 
^* worldbecaufe of offences; but, wo chiefly 
*^ to him by whom the offence cometh." 
Hypocrites Ihall have the wo of everlafting 
punifhment, even the children of God £hall 
have the wo of fharp rebiike and chaftife- 
ment. It is dreadful to think that the 
fouls of any flkould periflh eternally, and we 
be the caufe of it : furely " it were better 
*^ for that man, that a miUftone were hang- 
** ed about his neck, and that lie were 

*' drowned in the depth of the fea." Do 

ypu then love your neighbour in fincerity I 
P 4 4 O 



I 



4H SERMON XVI. 

O teach him by your example to follow tbt 

Lord fulhf^ Remember " that he who 

^^ converteth a finner from the error of his 
*' way, fliall fave a foul from death, aijd 
f' fhali hide a multitude of finsj-' and may 
hope to be crowned with difBnguifhed hor 
nours in that day, " when they that he 
?^ wife fliall fliine as the brighmefs of the 
" firmament, and they that turn many U 
^' rigbteoufnefiy as the ftars for ever and 
f ever.'* 

The jt& and Iqfi motive with which I 
ihall prefs this important duty, is the re- 
ward that awaits tbofe who follow the Lord 
fully. They fliall ppffefs that good laqd of 
promifc, whereof the earthly Canaan was 
pnly ^n eaiblem of type. " To them who 
f* by patient cpntinuance in well-doing, 
V^ feek for glory, hoilour, and immortali- 
f' ty, Chrift ihall rertifter eternal life.'' — — 
f* Blgifed are thiey that do his fpijimandr 
f' m^nt^, that they may haye right to the 

tree of life, and may enter in through 
f the gates into the city*" . There ihall 
|hey fee Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob, 
who fhiuQ with fuch luftre in the facred 

records: 
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records ; there fliall they fee Mofes, arid 
Aaron, and Caleb, and Jofhua, with all the 
holy prophets and apoftles of our Lord.-^ 
Nay, in heaven they fhall behold^ and de* 
lightfully converfe with, " Jefus the Me- 
** diator of the new covenant," who, with 
the price of his owa blood, obtained for 
them a right to that undefiled inheritance, 
and fent forth his Spirit to prepare them 
for the enjoyment of it* — —And fhall not 
the profpedl of fuch exalted felicity, ani- 
piate us in our Chriftiah courfe, and power* 
. fully incite us to *• be followers of them* 
•* who through faith and patience inherit 

♦* the promifes?- Can we fuppofe that 

any of the faints who furround the throne 
of God, do now repent of their lelf-denial 
and mortification, or repine becaufe they 
were defpifed and perfecuted while oa 

earth ? No, my friends ; they would 

not part with thb feebleft ray of their pre* 
fent glory, for the everlafling poflefGon of 
all the honours, and pleafures that this 

earth can afford, What fhall I fay 

more? 1 have urged the mofl weighty 

motives that occurred to me j ?ind could I 

thuUc 
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X think of any thing flill more perfuaifivc, I 
ihonld add it with pleafure* But without 
jthe divine bleffing, no arguments will pre- 
vail* All therefore that remains is; to turn 
xnj pleadings with you into prayers to God, 
diat he may beftow upon you another ^irit^ 

.«fiLd enable you by his grace /o to follow bim 
while here, th^t hereafter,'' in the heavenly 

\world, you tmj fuUy enjoy him, through 
•11 the growing ages of a happy eternity. 
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PgALM XXxix: t2. 

T For I am ajiranger with tbte^ and a fo^ 

JQurncr^ as all my fathers wtre. 

HAD thefe words been fpoken by one of 
the Rechabites, who were commaad* 
ed by their father Jonadab, !^ That thejr 
" fhould drink no wine, neither build houfeSf 
^^ nor fow feed, nor plant vineyards, nor 
*' have any ; but that they fliould dwell in 
^' tents all their days," we might perhaps 
have confideried them as pointing merely at 
'^^peculiarities of that fequeftered tribe, by 
which, they, were diflinguilhed from the re(^ 
pf mankind : but as they are the words of 
David, :who himfelf was a king, one of the 
lords of this earth, who had ^very induce-* 
pent. to. magnify his office, and to make his 
importance appear in its utmoft extent, they 
can lie under no fufpicion of partiality ; and 
therefpre challenge the greateft regard* 
!' ' ■ , It 
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It muft indeed be acknowledged, that 
David wrote this Pfalm under the heavy 
preflure of affli<flion; which may induce 
ibme to think, that what he faith in my' 
text, is no other than the natural language 
of a difpirited man, whofe mind was un- 
hinged and broken by adverfity : but if we 
attend to what is written, i Chron. xxix. 15, 
we fliall find him ufing the fame language 
in the height of his profperity : ** We arc 
^ ftrangers,^' faid he, ** before thee, and fo- 
* journers, as were all our fathers ; .our 
•* days on earth are as a Ihadow, and there 
^ is none abiding." Never did the Jewifh 
nation appear to be more at home than at 
that time : As for David, his happinefs was 
Ho complete, that, inftead of afldng any ad- 
ditional favours, he could hardly find word$ 
to exprefs his gratitude for thofe he had 
already received. Yet, amidft all his afflu- 
ence, when he poffefled every outward com- 
fort his heart could wi(h, ftill he called 
himfelf a Jir anger and a fojourncf before 
God. 

We mufl therefore confider the -words of 
fny text, a€ exprefling the fixt and habitual 

ientinoents 
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fentiments of David's heart. In his moft 
profperous condition, he did not look upon 
this earth as his home; but ex^tended his. 
views to the heavenly world, tfeat glorious 
and permanent inheritance of the faints, 
which is " incorruptible and undefiled, and 
** which fadeth not away." 

Among the various fubjedls of inquiry 
that might readily occur to us upon reading 
this paflagCy the two following appear to me 
the mod interefling and profitable. 

Tirjl^ Whence is it that holy men confider 
themfelves as Jlrangers and fojourners upoa 
earth ? And, 

Secondly^ What manner of life is moft ex- 
preffive of this charadler, and befl fuited ta 
the condition oijlrangers and fojourners ? To 
thefe, therefore, I fhall confine myfelf iii the 
following difcourfe. 

I begin with inquiring, "^Vhence it is that; 
holy men, while they live upon earth, con- 
fider themfelves as Jirangers and fojourners 

v^ith Godf ^And to account for this, one 

might declaim at great length upon the un- 
iktisfying nature, and precarious duration, 

of 
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of every thing below the fun. I might re- 
mind ^on, that as we "came but lately into 
diis world, fo we muft fhdrtly go out of it, 
and feavc all our pofTeffions to be enjoyed 
by others ; who, in their turn, likewife Ihall 
die, and part with them. I mighr defcend 
to the various calamities that embitter hu- 
man life, from^hich none of mankind are 
altogether exempted; and to thefe I might 
add the peculiar fufferings of the righteous, 
thofe fharp and painful trials to which the 
beft of men are moft frequently expofed in 
diis ftate of difcipline. But I am unwilling 
to enlarge upon topics of this nature ; be- 
caufe I would not have it thought, that the 
godly confider themfelves as Jfrafigers and 
fyourntrs^ folely, or even principally, for 
fuch realbns as thefe. They renounce the 
world, not becaufe it is unfriendly to them, 
but becaufe it is unfuitable : they would 
defpife its fmiles no lefs than its frowns; 
they are not violently thruft out of it, but 
voluntarily refign it, and leave it to thofe 
who have nothing elfe for their portion. — ^ 
Accordingly, you may obferve, that David 
ftyles himfelf not only a Jiranger^ but a fo^ 

journcf^ 
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j^rner. ^Every man is a ftranger, who is 

not a native of the place where he refides : 
but dL fojourner is ottt who maketh cmly a 
pafling vifit to a place^ with a refolution to 
leave it again, and to proceed on his Jour- 
ney, Now, tMs laft is the diftingm&ing 

charadtcr of the faints. Wicked mtn 

muft leave thia earth, they know tshey liiuft^ 
and wilh it were othierwife with ;ill tbeit^ 
heart ; and as they have ho profpe<^ of go* 
ing to a better world, they do all they ca» 
to banifh the thoughts of their removal 
from this^ tha^ they may relifh their pre- 
fcnt enjoyments with a« little alloy as pot- 
' jGble. Whereas the godly, who are made 
citizens of the heavenly Jerufalem, can look 
forward without difmay to the time of their 
departure from this •* ftrange land,** " know- 
^ ing, that when the earthly hpufe of this^ 
** tabernacle fhall be diflblved, they have a 
*• building of God, an houfe not made with 
^ hands, eternal in the heavens." They 
would not ckoofe to live here always ; they 
2Xt Jtrangers in a&dlion, as well as in con- 
dition; their heaits are elfewhere; they 

defire. 
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defire, they even long to be at home with 
GocL 

The faints juftly account themfelTes 
firangtrs upon earth, becauie they are re« 
generated by the Spirit of God ; they arc 
•* bom from above,** and therefore can find 
BO place of reft while they live at a difbmce 
from their native country. Every thing 
tends naturally to the place of its original ; 
and grace, which came down from heaven, 
kads the foul upward to heaven fitHn 
whence it came. ^ Whatfbever is bom of 
^ God," faith the ApofUe John, « ovcr- 
•* Cometh the world." The dry and empty 
hufks of earthly enjoyments, cannot fadsfy 
the defires of a heaven-born fjpirit: upon 
thefe the renewed man looks down with a 
holy difdain, and then lifts his longing eyes 
to that celeftial country, where ^ is fulnefs 

•• of joy, and pleafures for evermore." 

There he knows his inheritance lies ;— i^therc 
dwell his kindred, to whom he flands in 
the dearell and moft intimate relation; 
^ God the Judge of all, Jefus the Mediator 
^* of the new covenant, an innumerable 
" company of angels, and the fpirits of juil 
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^ Efteh %iade perfeiS:/'— ^^*-^And there alfd 
he is to make his eyerlaftiiig abode. Hert 
he fojourns for a While^ till he is rendered 
meet for entering into " the pUrchafed pof- 
** feffioh j** iand whea the appointed feafon 
comes, he gladly- -removes to his Father's 
h"oufti*^tb dwell- with his God for ever and 
ever. .. ' --^ 

UpoH'thtf^ aeconiits, ihy brethren, th6 
childVen'bf God, while they live upon earthy 
confiderthemfelves 2a fojournen in a ftrange 
landk Their iedtiments in this initter are 
i\ot the eflPedts of difappointment and vexa- 
tion, but the concltifibns of ian enlightened 
and renewed: mind t they are willing to 
leave this worlds beciauffe they have a home 
to go to, where their natures fhali be per-^ 
fedled^ and all their defires fatisfied to the 
full.— ^Let us now inquire, in the 

&^o;/^/ place. What mariner of behavioui^ 
is moft expreffive of this temper^ and beft 
luited to the condition oi Jirangirs and fo^ 
JQurners ? — This branch of the fubjecS opens 
a wide field of pradlical inftrudioui ^^^ 
will lead me to recommend to you. fome of 

Vol* It E e tha 



9 



434 SERMON XVH- 

the mofl; important and difficult dudes of 
the Chriftian life. 

* \Jt^ If we look upon this earth as a ftrange 
country, threugh which we are only paf- 
fing to our native home, it ought certainly 
to be our care, that we r^eive as little hui:t 
VL our pafiage as poflible. Thi^is a Baaxim 
of common prudence that no body will di^ 
pute. Now the greateft hurt the w<^ld can 
do us, is to make us forget the place fA our 
deftination, or loiter too much by the way: 
and therefore its finilies aTQ ,more to be 
dreaded than its frowns. " TE5ie proQ>erit)[ 
*• of fools," faith Solomon^ ^ deftBoyedi 
** them " It is difficult to po0eis muicbi; 
tsbA not to overlove it : Hence that cautioa 
of the Pfalmift, ". If riches increafe, fct not 
** your heart upon them." When oujr fitu- 
ation is fb agreeable, that we find o\lr(elveR 
difpofed to fay, " Soul^ take thine ea& \^ 
then rndeed it is high time to look warily 
arou nd us ;, the hook is not fa curiouiLyr 
baited for no end. — -?— I do not mean to- 
difparag^ tl^e boumy of Providence y..yi it 
hath pleafed God to .diftinguifh any. ofiyctir 
by riches or ^honours^ or to crown your 

honeii 
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honeft induftry with uncomition affluence j 
it is certainly your duty to be thankful to 
that kind Benefactor, who *V.hath covered 
^^ your table^ and made your cup to run 
^ over.'* I only mean to exttvitt that ^or- 
der which wai: given to Timdthy^ ^* Ghargb 
^ them that -are /rich in this' worlds thit 
** they be not high-mind^' bor tftfft lA 
" uncertain riches, but in^tKa living God, 
•* who givcth us richly- all things to enjoy*'* 
I would only exhort you::as. Paul did the 
Corinthians, VjTo rejoice . as though you 
" rejoiced not ;:. to. buy as. thought y^U po(i 
•* fefled not; and to'uie this. wa*ld, foJas not 
" to abufe it ; becaufe the' time i* iKdtt,; and 
*Vthe fafhion of thas^ worl^ pafleth iiW*y." 
My {(At aim is to remind y<>u, that tho*iftl6*i 
you have, the gr,eater need there wilt be^ tcJ 
keep a ft rid and jealous^ :guaif d upoti ^yW^ 
hearts, left thiy ie debauched by cHpffe 
pleafing enjoyments,': and alienated &Diti 
God^^ who alDiie.haii. af^^righc to thteir 
f- — Bxrt iris Tiot . enougH -tteuf w^^ Petit^i^j 
»o:hurt.iin ckiti^uyney^tKhmf^^ 
land; xtroug4t i^viUh io^ibe^&tQ^ titti'%,9tit 
the. a ;.J / .-in\:j V.:: o:xii aiisqi: b'^R nj^ 
Eea ad 
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:. 2d place, To make all :the. proviffon we 
can for that ^better country to which we 
1»T€ travelluig.i^— The Holy Scriptures fpeak 
<xf " 9- nwetnefs for the inheritance of the 
if. faints in J4gtt;'* — of " making to our- 
;f^ fel^jEs friends of the mammon of unrrglU 
-^ teoufnefs ;"^-- of " providifng bags which 
•*; yrax not-c^dy atreafurein the heavens that 
,f faileth not*** — In oppofition to all this, 
**7e read of.jK>mc, .**^ ^ho-mate protifioii 
.^^/focitherfl^ XCL fulfil the hifts thereof;** 
.^« wbofeGfod .i» their/ Belly,, and whoft 
"wglory id -in: f J their fhaine; who inind 
*t. earthly. tluiag«i!':-r-rrr*L -need not ibfcirm 
|f.QB» : whicJi jrf Jthefe two ir^ ithe Jlrangeh 
^n(i Jyoutpirfiii jliefc it beripiir care, my "fare- 
tlwr(Bn„.who Ql^im tliis -charaSbr^ f^ th'^i^V^ 
^- ipcJ grace/'r-zind to bring forth *^ thofe 
^^^Ituiff gf ];riglKeou{hefs,L.twhidi are,^ by 
^.:Jisfu^:Clkrifti.?nnto thfe gklry and piraiie 
i^cofi God.nt^.^ Every; ad;vancE iij hoHnefe-'^ 
anftep that leadeth lapwardiitbi thd heafvehi 
lyifelkity,^ feff-jwhatds. gJoryrbut grace in 
V^iS»mYil:sHfL^^^^^^^ itti:degteei;;:fhey 
Mle^^cfeft &©ei;,|nctilJ:dj sad ihgLone: gifows 
Up and ripens into the othen Our richi* 
'^4:: u ' 3 and 



and hdnoifrs, though they fliould accdm- 
paay us to the * laft^ period of life, m\i(i 
leave us at death: " Naked we came into 
^ the world, and naked we ftiufi return :'* 
but hoUnefs fliall pafs with ufs beyond the 
grave, and atterid us home to oar' Father's 
houfe, there to fhine with increafing bright-^ 

nefs through all the ages of eternity. 

Do wc then afpire* to the heavenly ftate ? 
let us endeavour to enjoy as much of hea-f 
ven as we can, eveii while we fojourn in 
this *^ houfe of otir ^ pilgrimage.^' Surely 
*' every man that hath this hope in him,'^ 
-^the bdpe of beings dioroughly changed 
into the " likehcfs of his Lord, when he 
" ftiall'fee him as he is,^ at his ifecond ajv- 
pearance,— muft; by this' hope, be excited 
to purify ** himfelf even as he is pure*** 
Let us then hearken to that afffecftionate 
exhortation of the Apoftle Peter, ** Dearly 
** beloved, I befeech you as Jirangers and 
^* pilgrims^ ab (lain from fleflily lulls, which 
** war againft the foul.*'-^ — Let us " add 
" to our faith, ' virtue j and to 1 virtue, 
^ knowledge:; and to knowledge, tem- 
** perance ; and to temperance, patience ; 
' E e 3 ^' and 
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",,iuid to patience, godlinefs; and to god^ 
^^ linefs, brotherly kindnefs ; and to bro^ 
^ the^ly Jdndaefs, charity, r-i — ..For fo aa 
•^ entrance ihall be miniftered unto us 
** abundantly^ into the eyerlafting kitig- 
*^ dom of our Lord and Saviour Jefu$ 
^ Chrift." 

^dfyy It becomes grangers and fojourncrs 
to. endure witji patience and fortitude any 
hardships thpy may meet with on their 
JQurney homeward,- — ---^-We ought^ in- 
deed, niy brethren, to lay 9U1: . account 
with, inconveniences by the way : our 
4VIa{ler,. wJio '^ was a mian of forro^/V hath 
told us exprefsly, thajt. V.an the worljd, we 
" . fhall have tribulation. •' -^ ^* Y^ . know/' 
faid he,,." that the world hated me^ be- 
^* fore it hated you,. If yc were of the 
^* world, the world would love his own: 
♦* but becaufe ye are not of the world, but 
^ \ hftve chofen you out of th§ /W6rid, 
** therefore the world hateth ,yQU^"---Yet 
Jiowever pjiinful thofe fufferings may^ ,be^ 
the profped of theC joy that awaiteth us^ 
is more than Sufficient to fupport us i|n*» 
der tb^m j efpeqially wUen it is confider^ 

ed, 
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«d, that the afflidlions of this prefent life^ 
if wifely improved, ftiall exalt us to high- 
icr dignity in the kingdom of our Fatner. 
It is recorded of the primitive Chriftians, 
that •* they took joyfully the fpoiling of 
their goods," becaufe " they knew ia 
themfelves, that they had in heaven a 
better and an enduring fubflance." - 
They were troubled on every fide, yet 
^* not diftreffedj perplexed, but not in de- 
** fpair; perfecuted, but not fbrfaken; caft 
^ down, but not deftroyed ;^ as we read, 
2 Cor. iv. 8, 9, And if any flball inquire, 
what ic was thac rendered them fuperior to 
thefe trials, they may be fully informed by 
St Paul himfelf in the clofe of that chapter^ 
where he faith, " For this caufe we faint 
"*• not, but though our outward man perilh, 
^ yet the inward man is renewed day by 
•^ day. For our iight afflidlion, which is 
•* but for a moment, wbrketh for us a far 
*• more exceeding and eternal weight of 
** glory ; while we look not at the things 
^ which are feen, and are temporal, but at 
^ thjQfe things which are not feen, and are 
^ eternal." 
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4/i&/p, If we view heaven as the place of 
pur everlafting abode, we fliall, above all 
things, be folicitous to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the way that leads to iit. 
David prayed with the utmoft propriety, 
'^hen he thus expreffed hirafelf, Pfalm 
pxix. 19. ♦* 1 am a ftranger in the earth, 
^ hide not thy commandments from me/' 
He knew that " the word of God was a 
^^ lamp to his; f^et and a light unto hU 
f* path \^ . he therefore. ** hid it in his 
f* heart/' aa the moft ineftimable tre^- 
iure he could pplTefs, and made it the 
fubjedl of his conftant delightful medita- 
tion: " Tliy teftimonies," faid he, " arp 
♦* my delight, ^nfi pciy counfellors ;" — 
and •^ thy ftatutes have been my ibngs in 

f • the houfe of my pilgrimage/' I dp 

not deny that reafon, even in its prefect 
(lark and corrupt ftate, may, in many 
ijnportant inftances, lead a fober inquirer 
:^o the knowledge of his duty j but, alas! 
in a great variety of cafes, he would .find 
|iimfelf utterly at a lofs, not knowing 
^hich road to take: for though reafoq, 

unaffifte^, 
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jmailifted^ iQay dill be - able to trace out 
|];ip .capital lines of (in and duty, yet the 
confines of each, the precife ^undariet 
which divide the lawful from the forbid<« 
den ground,, require a more penetrating 
eye to difcern them. But in the H0I7 
Scriptures thefe are plainly marked out to^ 
PS by the finger of .God, who cannot crr^ 
The. ten laws publiflied from Sinai, whidt 
were afterw^ards explained and amphfied 
by our Saviour in his fermon upon the 
piount, furnilh us with a complete and 
unerring rule of life, and defcribe that 
*^. high w^y of holinefs," in which we 
may walk without fear or diflBdence. We 
need not perplex ourfelves with the doubt- 
ful reafonings of our own minds ; we 
may find an eafy folution of all our diffi- 
culties in that written " law and tefti* 
♦* mony," according to which we Ihall be 
finally judged : for ** the teftimony of 
*' the Lord is fure, making wife, the 
" fimple :*' — •* the. judgements of the Lor4 
** are true and rigbtepus altogether.*'—- 
j5uch i$ the guide which God bath pror 
yid^d for diredling his pilgrims in their way 

homeward: 
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homeward : and if we are poflefled of the 
temper of pilgrims, " we fliall efteem the 
•* words of God*8 mouth more than our 
** neceflary food j" and fay concerning 
them, ** More to be defired are they thaa 
^ gold, yea than much fine gold ; fweeter 
^ al(b than honey, and the honey-comb. 
•* Moreover by them is thy fervant warned ; 
** and in keeping of them there is great re* 
** ward/' ; 

5/A/f, If wc confider ourfelves as Jlrangers 
and fojoumers here below, we ought certain- 
ly to behave like thofe who belong to a bet- 
ter country, and to ihow by our conduA, 
that we have a liobler birth and higher 
hopes- than worldly men have. — God fre- 
qnehtly complained of his ancient people, 
that by the wickedneft of their lives, thcfy 
had caufed ** his holy name to be profaned 
*^ among the heathen/* They Who love 
theii^ cbuntry, will be jealous of its credit 
in foreign parts; *knd carefully avoid every 
thtn^ that hath a tendency to bring upon 
it this leaft ftain or reproach. Accotdingly, 
we are exhorted in Scripture, to ^ adoirn 
^ the dodrine of God our Saviour in all 

«* things:*^- 
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^ thiags ^^rH^* to walk circumfpcdly, not 
** a^ fools, but as wife ;"— and particularly, 
*^ to walk in wifdom towards them that are 
^* without.'*- — ■' — Indeed, as I formerly ob- 
ferved, our firft care Ihould be, that we 
ourfelves receive no hurt; but I mufl now 
remind you, that fomethiug more is incum- 
bent upon us than regard to our own iafe* 
ty: We ought not only to avoid or reiifi: 
temptations to fin, but alfo to ihine in all 
the virtues of it holy life, that by the light 
of our good, works, others may be excited 
to glorify our Father who is in heaven. We 
have two things that ihould engage our at- 
tention ; ^fir^^ our own welfare $ and nexf^ 
the credit and honour of that religion we 
profefs : And he is too felfiih to be a good 
Chriftiao, who minds only the one, and 
overlooks the . other* — Wide, my brethren^ 
is the compais of our duty : the ^iritual 
fojourntr hath many parts to perform; he 
mufl not fatisfy himfelf with a retired and 
private virtue, but i& bound by the ftrideft 
ties of gratitude, " to fhow forth the praifes 
" of that God, who hath-^alted him .out of 

•^ darJfoefSjiMito. bi» marveBous light/' 

Every 
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Every ftep of our condud is of t^ grcateft 
importance, not to ourfelves only, but to 
others alfo : and therefore we ought to move 
with caution and accuracy, k ;is not enough 
that we " ceafe to do evil ;'* we mud like- 
wife " learn to do well:" Nor fhould we 
even think it enough, to do what is fimply 
good ; we fliould aim at that good which is 
moft feafonable and excellent^ In fine, td 
live as becometh true pilgrims, is to walk 
with our rule continually in our eye, and 
never knowingly to deviate from it, either 
to the. right hand or to the left : It is to pon- 
der every ftep we take ; to weigh every un- 
dertaking, with all its circumftances, in the 
balance of the fandluary : It is to conlider 
the confequenqes of our behaviour with re- 
gard to others; to have our whole conver- 
fation, our words and our a<Aions, ^^ feafott- 
f ' ed with fait ;" as the Apoftle hath exprefTed 
it; that is, not only innocent in themfelves, 
but, as much as may be, edifying alfo, that 
they jnay miniftet: grace to thpfe who hear, 
or behold us. 

There is an ajBTeiSled. Angularity, which 
is o^nceit^d an4..^Qi;)liging^::and. does red 

diihonour 



dilhonouf to religion, reprefenting it as 
childifli, trifling, and capricious : on the o^ 
ther hand, there is a fenrile compliance 
vrith the i9iaxiin» and faihion^^ of the world, 
which is nr>ean and pufillanimous, and ' re- 
preients religion as variable, timid, and ir- 
refolute : Betwixt thefe two extremes lies a 
middle platt of condudl, which exprefleth 
the true genius of Chriftiahity, reprefenting 
it as generous, intrepid, and difintereftcd : 
i— When we dare avow the fentiments of our 
hearts, and obey the dic^tes of confcience, 
and the laws of our God, in the face of the 
fun ; when our whole behaviour ifr confiftent 
and uniform, and ihows thdt we have 'no 
other aim, but to promote the honour of our 
heavenly Father, and to obtain his approba* 
tioh : Then we ad up to the dignity of out 
Ghriftian charadler ; then we live 2L%Jii^ang&k 
mid fojourmrs upon earth, 
■ There is one thing in particular I would 
r4*commend to you as peculiarly fuited -to 
ch^ condition of pilgrims; and that i»-a 
decent fobriety of manners,- a grave and 
^Tidus depdrrment, in opposition to wlUil 
the Scriptures ^aiU a >^ -vain 'oonverfai^o&;^ 
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i— I do not mean that you {hould be ikd 
and dejeded; blefled be God; the Chii* 
ftian hath a more extenfive Held of pleafure 
before him, than fancy itielf can repre«» 
ient to the ieiifuat mind. The ierioufneis 
to which I am pfefliug you is not oppo« 
fed CO joy, but to levity : I call you to de- 
lights that are pure, fincere, and inward^ 
in oppofition to ^* the laughter; c^ the fooi^ 
^ and that delufiye mirth that ends iii 
** heavinels.'* I would only have you to 
ibow, that you find a prefent reward in the 
fervice of CJod, and that the joys dF rdi-r 
gion are of too fublimie a equality to ma 
and incorporate with the dead and pollu<^ 
ted pleafures of fenfe: I would have you 
to behave with th^t fpirit , which becomes 
your high birth; like perfont who know 
that God is their father, ' that Chrift is 
their elder brother, and thc^ Holy Spirit 
their comforter and guide. In fhort^ I 
woii^lfi have you to a<^ like citizens of hea« 
yen, who 2«:e only paffiiig ithix)ughr> thi9 
(ar^h^ and have little more concern in, ir 
thmi to escape its pollutions, by keepii^ 
the (Irait ao^ nurow. road vtjnt lesds to 
' - the 
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file promiied knd of reft«-*-r-^Why fiiould 
you borrow, nay, \*hy ihould you feem 
tx) borrow, water from the •* broken** and 
dirty " ciftema" of the f^siualift, who have 
acceis to ^ the fountain of living vniter» V^. 
-r-Is it not your duty, is it not your hcN 
nour, to ihow the worlds that no part. of 
your happinefs depends upon fuch low 
gratifications } th«.c you fiiyl enough in 
Qqd to quench your thirft^.and to iati^y the 
moft unbounded defjjres of your iQul? > ■■ 
This, my brethren, is the way, th^ only 
way, to awaken the attention of iecure be- 
fotted finners* Let them fee what true 
godlinefs can do by itielf ; and this, may 
beget in them a convi<5tion of its wonh 
and excellence; But how fliall they dij& 
cover that religion hath any peculiar vir« 
tue to ilrengthen and comfort the foul, fb 
fong as they can obfcrve, thofe who profeft 
itv walking in the fame road, and frequent-^ 
ing th& fame, haunts of vanity with them-* 
felvesE- — ^Thereisa majefty in ftri^- and 
ferious godlinefs, that • commands efleem 
and revQrence even from the worft of men : 
Jim vfhoxi' religipn^ aiSlimes the habit and 

complexion 
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complexion o£ the wprld, when it i-s blend-* 
ed with the fafhionable follies of the age, * it 
ufually. makes fuch a clumfy figure, fuch a 
motley appearance, that it becomes more 
ridiculous and contemptible than pure un- 
mixt folly itfelf. " Wherefore come out 
•* from among them, and be ye Separate, 
^ iaith. the Lord^and touch not the un- 
" clean thing; and I will receive you, and 
*• be a father unto.yoii, and ye fhajl be my 
^ fons and daughters, faith the Lord Al« 
** mighty." Opce more, in the 

6tb place. If indeed we have turned our 
back upon this world, and are travelling 
to a better country, let us help one another 
by the way, and carry as many home with 
us as we can. Do we meet with any who 
are feeble and dejedled? let us do every 
tiling m our power to ftrengthen and en- 
courage them. — r Are any doubtful and 
hefitating about the right path? let us give 
them our bed. advice; jand, according to 
our ability, ftiow-thesic. the way- wherein 
they ought to go. -^-^Are any difcouraged 
by the oppofition they,. meet; with, or the 
dangers they fear? let. us. take the road be- 
fore 
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tott them, and animate them to follow otir 

example. Do we fee any flopping fliort* 

or cyen looking afid^ to fome alluring ob- 
jeds, that have a tendency to withdraw 
their hearts from God ? let us, in the fpirit 
oC mceknefs, reprove and admonilh thenu 

Above all, let us beware of falUng out 

with our fellow-travellers; for that muft 
iiecefiarily mar the progrefs, of both : if they 
and we are going to theiame place, let that 
fuffice to unite us in aflPedtion ; and let It 
be agreed, that we may differ in leffer things* 

But many, alas ! take the oppofite road, 
and walk in •* the broad way that leadeth 
" to deftrudlion," How fhall we behave 

with refpecSl to thefe ? Let us remember, 

my friends, that they are ftill our brethren, 
and that the time was, when we ourfelves 
were " foolifh and difobedient,'' even as 

they are. Should we nieet with one of 

our countrymen in a foreign land, living 
in a poor and abjedl condition, and at the 
fame time knew that he was heir to a plen- 
tiful eftate at home, would we not endeavour 
to make him fenfible of his folly > would 
we not ufe every argument to perfuade him 

Vol. I. F f to 
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to return with us ? — ^Why, this is the verjr 
cafe. We fee immortal creatures forget- 
ting themfelves, and the great things thejr 
may pofFeft in the heavenly world, pleafed 
and deluded with the verieft trifles, with 
lying vanities that perifli in the ufing : They . 
are really our brethren ; and there is enough 
in our Father's houfe both for them and us. 

Indeed, if the provifion were fcanty, 

we might have fome colour of excufe for 
leJving them behind us ; but the heavenly- 
inheritance is fufficient for us all ; nay, the 
number of co-heirs, inflead of diminifhing, 
increflieth the happinefs of each individual. 

We had all wandered into " a far coun- 
" try," when our companionate Father 
fent his beloved' Son to invite us home : And 
if any of us have got our minds enlight- 
ened ; if by grace we have been awaken- 
ed from our fatal lethargy, and determined 
to comply with the kind invitation; Ihall 
we not do what in us lies, to awaken thofe 
who are ftill afleep ? fliall we not tell them 
the good news, and prefs them to go with 
us?— Oh! it is terrible to think of an 
everlafting feparation. Place yourfelves be- 
fore 
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fore the judgement-feat, and think how af- 
fedling that awful moment fliall be, when 
the Judge fhall pronounce the final doom, 
and fend away from his prefence fome of 
thofe with whom we once were acquainted, 
f perhaps intimately connected, nay, whom 
we dearly loved ; fend them, I fay, from 
his prefence to the other fide of that im- 
paflable gulf, from whence they Ihall ne- 
ver return ! How that final parting 

fliall then be felt by us, I know not ; but 
furely the diftant profpedl of it is dreadful 
in the mean time. O then let us do what 
we can to prevent it ! Let us imitate that 
good Shepherd " who" came to feek and to 
•* fave that which was loft :" He " gave 
" his life for the fheep y and fhall any 
who have tafted the fweetnefs of his mer- 
cy, think it much to follow with their 
warmeft intreaties, thofe unhappy wan- 
derers, who, as they themfelves once did, 
have left the good pafture, and continue 
to ftray in the barren wildernefs, where, 
without fpeedy relief, they muft irrecover^ 

ably perifh ? God forbid : — ^Let us have 

pity upon thofe who have not yet learnt to 

F f a pity . _- ... 
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pity themfelves ; and to the moft vigor o\i* 
eflForts we caa ufe for their recovery, let ui 
add our fervent prayers to God, that he 
may fend forth his Spirit, to bring them 
into the way of peace and fafety, and then 
to keep and guide them in that way, till he , 
lead them at length into " the land of up- 
«« rightnefs.'^ 

. Thus have I endeavoured to fliow, in jc 
variety of inftances, what manner of life ia 
moft expreffive of the temper, and •beft 
fbited to the condition, oi Jirangers and fo-^ 
journers. May God accompany what hath 
been faid with his effectual blefling, and en- 
able us all fo to behave in this " houfe of^ 
•* our pilgrimage," that when we fhall have' 
done with earthly things, we may be recei- 
ved into thofe ** everlafting habitations, whi- 
" ther Chrift hath gone to prepare a place 
** for u^." To whom, with the Father, and 
the Holy Spirit, the one living and true God, 
be afcribed, as is moft due, all blefling, and 
honour, and glory, and power, both now 
and evermore. Amen, 

SER. 
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Joshua xxiii. ii. 

Hake ^good heed therefore unto yourfelveSy that 
ye love the Lord your God. 

THESE are the woras of a foldier and 
a faint ; a foldier, equally brave and 
(uccefkful ; a faint, diftinguifhed by the tefU- 
mony of God himfelf^ They are the words 
of Jofliua, the vi6lorious leader of God's an- 
cient people, and make a part of that folemu 
valedictory fpeech, which he pronounced in 
St national aflcmbly of his countrymen a little 
before his death. 

The lame happy union of fortitude and 
piety which had rendered his adlive life 
fb glorious, ftill fhone forth with undimi- 
niihed ftrength, to adorn the concluding 
fcene. Never did the magnanimity of the 
foldier, never did the piety of the-iaint| 

F f 3 nevcfj 
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never did the generous zeal of the patriot, 
appear with more becoming grace and 
dignity, than when thi? great and good 
jnan rofe up in the prefence of all his bre- 
thren, and thus addrefled the tribes of If- 
rael: 

•' I am old and ftricken in age j and ye 
" 'have fcen all that the Lord your God hath 
** done unto all thefe nations, becaufe of 
•* you J for the Lord your God is he that 
^ hath fought for you. Behold, I have 
" divided unto you by lot thefe nations 
** that remain, to be an inheritance for your 
^ tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations 
^ that I have cut off, even unto the great 
** fea weftward. And the. Lord your God, 
** he fliall expel them from before you, and 
** drive them from out of your fight, and 
** ye fhall pofTefs their land, as the Lord 
^ your God hath promifed unto you. Be 
** ye, therefore very courageous, to keep and 
•• to do all that is written in the book of 
** the law of Mofes, that ye turn not afide 
*' therefrom, to the right hand or to the 
** left ; that ye come not among thefe na- 
«* txpns, thefe that remain amongft you, nei- 

*' thcr 



S E R M. O N XVIIL 455 

" ther make mention of the name of their 
•^ gods, nor caufe to fwear by them, neither 
*' ferve them, nor bow yourfelves unto them: 
** but cleave unto the Lord your God, as ye 
** have done unto this day. For the Lord 
** hath driven out from before you, great 
" nations and ftrong; but as for you, no 
"man hath been able to (land before you 
** unto this day. Qne man of you Ihall 
*• chafe a thoufand ; for the Lord your God, 
" he it is that fighteth for you„ as he hath 
** promifed you. Take good heed therefore 
^ unto yourfelves^ . that ye love the Lord your 

^' God:' 

♦* How forcible are right words !" Well 
did Solomon fay, that ** the tongue of the 
** wife is health," and " a word fitly fpoken, 
•* like apples of gold in pidlures of filver.^* 
An addrefs more worthy of the fpeaker, &r 
better adapted to thofe who heard it, can- 
not be devifed, than that which thefe verfes 
prefent to our view. The Jews were at this 
time in full poITeflion of the promifed land; 
every m.an dwelt fafely under his vine,^ and 
under his fig-tree ; neither was there any 
to make them afraid j for \* the Lord had 
F f 4 <« giyea 
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<* given them reft from all their enemiqar 
^* round about." By a train of the moft 
^ftonifhing vidlories, they had totally fub^ 
dued the nations of Canaan, whofe country 
they divided by lot among themfelves. Such 
a valuable conqueft, equally complete and 
glorious, afforded matter of joy and triumph 
to them all ; but chiefly to Jofliua, who 
conduced their arms, and to whofe wif- 
dom and valour, as the means under God, 
they were vifibly indebted for all their 
fuccefs. 

Here then was s^ theatre, on which am- 
bition and vain-glory might have a€led 
their parts to great advantage ; nay, they 
might have done it almoft without fear of 
deteiflion or reproof. No claim of merit 
would have been thought exceflive, no apf- 
f)laufe too high, no reward too great, fojf 
inch an illuftrious hero as Jofhua ; and had 
his fpeech been artfully fraimed to exalt 
bimfclfy the efFedl of it would probably have 
been fimilar to that of Herod's, qratiou, 
when ^* the people gave a fliout, faying,^ 
'V It is the voice of ^ Qod, and not of a 
« maa/*: 

But 
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But Joffiua pofTeiTed " another fpirit*'* 
Long had he been dead to pride and felf- 
intereft : He fought not his own praife, but 
the honour of his God, and the profperity 
of his brethren. He reminds them, in- 
deed, that he had often led them to vidlory 
and triumph ; but with the fame breath he 
reminds them alfo, that *' it was the Lord 

*^ their God that fought for them." ^ 

** They got not the land by their own fword, 
" neither did their own bow fave them, 
" but the right hand and arm of Almighty 
" Jehovah." To him therefore the fble 
tribute of praife was due : This was th6 
important truth which Jofhua chiefly recom- 
mended to the attention of his hearers. And 
now knowing that the time of his depar- 
ture was at hand, as the laft and ftrongeft 
proof of his aflTedlion and care, — ^with the 
authority of a governor he commands,—^ 
with the bowels of a father he intreats, — 
and with all the' ferioufhefs of a dying 
faint, he obtefts them, to love the Lord their 
God. 

This, my brethren, is the charge whicli 
(he beft of Kings, our truly magnanimoufii . 
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and xao& gradons Sov£R£igk, doth tiiif 
^7 2ddre& to ns. — He hath called xib to- 
gediff by his rojal proclamadon, to retrnn 
public tliaxiks to Almighty God, for the Ta- 
licty of great and public bkilings, which 
hare enriched and diftinguifned this me- 
morable year. ^Tlie preceding year wa« 

indeed glorious; but of this it may be laid, 
vrith a peci^iar empha&s, that it excels in 
glory. Eren to the prcfiait day, the ieries 
of victory remaias unbroken; no defeat 
hath ftained our national honour, Dxxr any 
public difafter fntrrrupted our joy. Hither- 
ta our funihine hath been clear and nn-- 
hooded: Amidft the tumults and horrors 
o£ £irrounding war, blefled with xmcom- 
TOfOU plenty at home, we enjoy all the com- 
forts of domeftic peace ; whilft every quar- 
ter of tlie world hath beheld our triumphs, 
and on every eikment, by fea and by land, 

fucce& hath crowned the Bntiih arms« 

Succefs, I iay, of the heft and jnoEL valuable 
kind; for the fruits of our vidories an not 
the romantk and airy additions of military 
fame, but advantages of a fubftantial and 
more enduring nature; — the increafe of our 

naval 
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naval ftrength, which experience hath fhown 
to be the fureft means of our defence; — 
the enlargement of our commerce, the great 
fource of our wealth ; — the protedtion of 
our King's eledloral dominiqns, unjuftiy 
invaded on our account ; — and the fecurity 
of our colonies from the inroads and deva- 
ftations of mQrcilcfs Javages^ rendered ftill 
more favage by the inftigation and example 

of perfidious Frenchmen. Thefe are 

laurels which wither not; acquifitions of 
real and permanent worth, which, with 
humble boldnefs, we may publifli to the 
world, and even avow to our own hearts, as 
becoming grounds of thankfgiving to that 
God, ** who is righteous in all his ways^ 
" and holy in all his works ; who executeth. 
" judgement for the opprefled, but the 
** way of the wicked he turneth upiide 
" down." 

This King of heaven, *' who abafelh 
** thofe that walk in pride ; — all whofe works 
^* are truth, and his ways judgement,'' ,wc 
praife, extol, and honour this day, as the 
author of thefe fignal and unmerited blef^ 
fings, [^ Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 



!* us;'' ^ 
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" us :** — ^not unto the wifdom of our couu* 
fellorSy not unto the Talonr ot our troops, 
though both have equalled our i^dihes, and 
even exceeded our hopes; — yet not unto 
thefe, — ^but " unto the name of God/* is all 

** the glory** due. ^He it was who taught 

our fenators wifdom ; He it was who girded 
our foldiers with flrength ; it was the Loixl 
our God who fought for us in crcry fuc- 
cefsful enterprife ; who in Gtmumj and Ca- 
nada revealed His mighty arm on our fide ; 
who hath thus far prospered our righteous 
canfe, and made us to triumph over them 
that hate us. 

Jultly may we (ay with the church of cdd, 

• O fing unto the Lord a new fbng, fw he 

* hath done marrellous things ; his right 
^ hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him 
*• the viclory. The Lord hath made known 
^ his falvation, his righteoufiiefs hadi he 
•* openly ihcwed in the fight of the Hea- 
•* then : he hath remembered mercy to- 
^ wards'' Britain; " all the ends of the 
•* earth have feen the falvatiim of our 
^ God"* 

But, my brethren, thankfgiving and praife 

are 
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are only a part of the tribute we owe. Jo- 
fliua made a farther demand upon his coun- 
trymen. And as our fituation, in fome of 
its mod important circumflances, is appa- 
rently fimilar to theirs; the fame charge 
that was given to them, with the utmofl 
propriety, may be addrefled to us : 

Take good heed therefore unto yourf elves ^ that 
ye hve the Lord your God. For, 

In the Jirji place, It is for this Very end 
that national mercies are beftowcd. 
" Thou Ihalt love the Lord thy God with 
" all thy heart, and with all thy foul," is the 
firft and great commandment in the lawj 
and Providence enforceth what the law de- 
mands. God fpeaks to us by his works, as 
well as by his word j both are his mefled*' 
gers : and it often happens, that the figns of 
the one ^re as expreffive and intelligible as 
the language of the other. Hence a voice 
is afcribed to the rod by the Prophet Micah, 
(Micab vi. 9.) " The Lord's voice crieth 
" unto the city, and the man of wifdom 
" fhall fee thy name : Hear ye the rod, 
** and who hath appointed it." Judgement 

IS 
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is that ftern meffenger which fpeaks to u^ 
out of the whirlwind, faying, " Why fliould 
.** ye be ftricken any more ? Will ye revolt 
" ftill more and more ?" — But mercy hath 
a fofter voice ; in mildeft accents it courts 
our return, and with perfuafive eloquence 
difarms our enmity, bends the ftubborn will, 

and captivates the heart. " When our 

" own wickedneft corredls us, and our 
■ ^ backflidings reprove us," then it is ex- 
pedled that we fhould " know and fee what 
** an evil and bitter thing it is to fin^againft 
** God :'' After this manner do his judge- 
ments teach men righteoufnefs. But his 
mercies have a higher office ; to them it be- 
longs to. teach men love ; they reprefent 
God as truly amiable, as the mod worthy 
objecSl of our fupreme afFedlion.—— Signal 
and unmerited favours, elpecially whea 
conferred upon thofe who are ' not only un- 
worthy of them, but who deferve the con- 
trary, are juftly compared to " coals of fire/* 
which melt down every thing but drois. 
Even the nialice of Saul was fo far over- 
come by the generofity of David, that " he 
•* lifted up his voice and wept, and fkid un- 

•* to 
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^ to David, Thou art more righteous than 
" I J for thou haft rewarded mc good^ 
** whereas I have rewarded thee evil." Now 
of this kind are all God's favours towards 
us. And fliall favours of fuch a nature be 
heaped upon us in vain? Surely, when 
he whom we had offended, moft bafely of- 
fended, is not only merciful, but bounteous 
alfo ; when he not only fpares us, but even 
loads, us with benefits; our hearts muft be 
impenetrable, and void of all feeling, if 
they are not fubdued to the love, as well as 
the admiration, of fuch amazing generofity. 

We have been prailing God for his 

• goodnefs ; but praife without love can never 
afcend to his throne with acceptance.— Let 
us therefore taie good heed unto our/elves^ 
that we love the Lord our God; and the ratheV 
becaufe. 

In the ftcond place, We 'are in danger of 
perverting his goodnefs to a very different 
purpofe. The caution given in the text, 
plainly implies this ; and the fubfequent hi- 
flory of the Jewifh nation as plainly proves, 
that the caution was neceffary. , 

'^•^^-. ' We 
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■■ » . . 
We read, ip, the book of Judges, that stf- 

t^r Ae 4^atii of Jo{hu«^ " tfaere, arofe ano- 

•^ ther* generation, ♦which ' kne^ifi not the 

*^'.I,ord, and they forfook the God df their 

** fathers, which brought them out of ^he 

** land of' Egypt, •a^ferved other gods.^' 

This mohftrous ingratitude Mofes had fuf- 

pedled, and left many warnings on record 

to guard them againft it, " It fhall be," 

faid he in one place, " when the Lord thy 

" God fhall have brought thee into the land, 

" which he fwai:e unto thy fathers, ta 

^ Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob," to give thee^ 

*' great and goodly cities whic^ thou build- . 

*' edft not, and houfes full of aH good things 

" which thou filledft not, and wells which 

** thou diggedft not, and vineyards and 

^* olive-trees which thou plantedft not) 

*' w^hen thou fhalt have eaten, and aft full^ ; 

*' then beware that thou forget not the Lord 

thy God, which brought thee forth out of 

the land of Egypt, and from the. houfe of 

bondage." And in anotheif place, after 

recounting many temporal bleflings which 

God had promifed to bellow upon them, 

he thus concludes : " Take heed to your- 

" felvea, 
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^ felveg,* that your heart be not deceived, 
^ and ye turn afide, and ferve other gods, 

*« and worfhip them," •* But Jelhurttn * 

^•- waxed fat, and kicked, and lightly efteem- 
•* ed the rock oif his falvationJ*: Iftliel, that 
was humble in the wildernefsr, tame and 
tractable in thole lean - paftures, grew proud 
and wanton in fruitful Canaan. When 
" they fucked honey out of the rock/' as 
the Prophet expreffes it, **'and did eat the 
•* fat of lambs, and kidneys of wheats then, 
" faid they. We are lords, we will come no 
••^ more unto thee." 

That profperity fhould have another and 

very different effej^ upon us, I have already 

endeavoured to fliow ; and, bleffed be God, 

examples of a wife and laudable improved 

ment of profperity are not altogether want- 

itig. It is recorded to the honour of good 

King Jeholhaphat, 2 Cbron. xvii. 5, 6. who 

had filler and gold in abundance, that " his . 

•* heart was lifted up in the way of God's 

^** commandments." — If we read the bcgin- 

' ning of the eighteenth Pfalm, in 'connexion 

./ t^rith the title prefixed to it, we ftiall difcover 

^ another amiable inftance of the moft exadt 

Vol. L G g obedience 
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obedience to the command in my ,texti» 
The title runs in thefe word3 :rr--^f Pfdm^of. 
David ^ tbefervant of the Lord^ fvi^ho , fpakc jif^n^ 
to the Lord the words of this fon^yin the (fay 
that the Lord delivered him, from the hapdir of 
all his enemies^ and from 'the, hand of Sa^l^ 
and he faidy verfe i. " I will love thee^ O 
" Lord, my ftrength/^— Biit few,, alas ! comi.- 
paratively fpeaking, walk in the fteps pf^ 
.thefe holy men. . Jlven a pious Heze^^iab^ 
" rendered not again according to the i>eiie- 
" fits done unto him, but his heart wi^s Jifiled 
" up ;" for which caufe " there came wratJ^ 
*J upon himfelf, and upon Judah, and upon 
" Jerufalem/* 

Great indeed is our national felicity ;. but. 
equally greatas our danger of abufing.it.—- 
Scarcely had the Ifraelites ^fc^ped froni the., 
houfe of bondage, when thofe very fpoils-. 
they had recovered from their tafli-mafters^ 
were formed into an idol, which theyrbafe- 
ly worfhipped in place of that God, whoie* 
outftretched arm had wrought their deliver- 
ance. And is it not poffible, my brj^thren^ 
that the fruits of that fuccefs with wbich 
God hath been pleafed to favour us, may^ 

by 
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by k like a;bufe, be perverted -into wcapbnsr 
©firebelHoii againft hlmfelf ?-^Iiuxury is tber 
common attendanc upon afliuence : This: 
unfits the mind for ferious thinking, and 
breeds a coldnefs-and indifferebce towards 
fpiritual things ; > ia ; coiiiequcncfe ^ df which^- 
aj.fecret difafFedlian to thofe' laws which' 
would reftrain him, facxi takes, root iri« the 
h^art of the. fenfualift, till, wearied with 
thie ilruggle betwixt; Reafpn and .Appetites- 
he at length fets himfelf in oppofiiion to. 
God ^nd his ways^;! rfeproaches^'rwith the 
names of o/ientatim-ov hypocr ijy^. 2^ iexioyx^ 
religion and godlinefs in others ; turns .away 
his eyes from the light that reproves him, 
^nd even doth what he can to extinguifh it' 

altogether.. r^Thus doth " the proiperity* 

" of fools deftroy them :"— " When men fee 
** no changes, they fear not God." What 
reafon then have we to join trembling with 
our mirth, and to tah good heed unto our/elves^ 
left our table become a fnare to us, and the 
uncommon bleflings we have received, in-^ 
ftead of heightening our love, ihouldf caufe 
us to forget the hand that beftowed theito, 
and prove the means of alienating our hearts 

p.g 2 from 



468 SERMON XVIIL 

from God ! ^To prevent this, let me hcg 

your attention to what I have further to of-^ 
fcr, in the 

Third and Iq/i place, — ^That to love tbc 
Jj^rd our God^ is not only the return he ex- 
pedis for his benefits, but the return he de- 
mands. It is not only jufl and reaibnable 

in its own nature, but it is likewife abio- 
Itttely neceffary on our part \ — nay, it is the 
one thing needful ; the with-holding of 
which fhall unavoidably be attended witb 
^e mod fatal confequenceg.^ 

This expreffes the true ipirit of the 
charge, and was certainly the important 
truth that Jofhua meant to convey to his 

hearers. His great aim was, to remind 

them, in the JirJI place, that all the paft fuc- 
cefles were entirely owing to the favour of 
the Mod High ; and, next^ to perfuade them,^ 
that upon the continuance of his Almighty 
protedlion, their future profperity would 

fblely depend. He exhorts them indeed, 

verfe 6. to be ** very courageous :" but for 
what end ? Was it only to fight againft 

men ? No ; it was alfo that, in oppofition 

to 
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to all dangers and difficulties of what kind 
foever, they might ftedfafUy obey the Lord 

their God. -" Be ye therefore very cou- 

*' rageous to keep and to do all that is writ- 
" ten in the book of the law of Mofes^ 
" that ye rum not afide th'erefrona^ to the 
" right hand or to the left." And then, 
fays he, verfe 10. ** One man of you (hall 
" chafe a thoufand, for the Lord your God 
" is he that fighteth for you/* But he adds, 
in the verfes following my text, " If ye go 
" backg and tranfgrefe the covenant of the 
Lord your God, know for a certainty, 
" that the anger 4:>f the Lord flaall be kind- 
" led againft you, and ye Ihall quickly pe- 
** rifh from oflp the good land which he hath 
*^ given you."— Accordingly, we are told, 
in the fecond chapter of the book of Judges^ 
that when the fucceeding generation for- 
fook the Lord, and fervcd other gods, " thc^ 
^ the anger of the Lord was hot againft !£- 
" rael, and he delivered them into the hands 
*' of fpoilers that fpoiled them, and he fold 
*' them into the hands of their enemies round 
^* about ; fo that they could not any longer 
** ftand before their enemies, and they were 
G g 3 " fore 
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S fore diftrefled.-'': Now all thefe things^ 
happened to. tli'etn for -enfamples ; and they 
are written for our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world are come. — —God is 
always the fame ; he is. " in one mi^d, and 
^' noa£ pan turn hriii." His love to 'righ- 
teoufnefs, his hatred of fin, atre both un- 
dhangeable ; and therefore the truth of that 
affertix^n muft be equally unchangeable, that 
V righteoiifhefs exalteth a nation ;" wKereas 
•^ fm is the reproach,'* and, if obftinately 
perfifted itt, muft ^rove the ruin "of any 
** people."--;^ — " For wickedneft burneth as 
•^ the fire, it ihall devour the briers and 
"thorns, ^nd kindle in the thickets of -the 
*^ forefls, and they fhal} mount up as the 
** lifting up of fmoke ; through the wrath 
"of- the Lord of hofts is the land darkened, 
*^ and thei people Ihall be as the fuel of the 
". fire." . Jfa, ix. j8. 

Ought ^e not then Jo take good heed ufi- 
to ourfelvesy that me love the Lord our God .^ 
Jofhba gave this advice to the Jews a long 
time after the Lord had given them reft 
frorii all their enemies round about. We, 
my brethren, are flill engaged in war, 

thq 
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tlte iflue of which is always doubtful. 
We have clrav/n the fword, and thus far 
have employed it with glory and fuccefs :• 
But it was a prudent caution which Ahab 
gave to Benhadad, " Ltt not hitn that 
^ girdeth on the harnefs boall himfelf as 
" he that taketh it ofE" Oiir enemies are 
weakened, but they are likewife greatly 
irritated j and ftill they are a ftrong and 
formidable people. We can look back up- 
on a time when our own fituation was very 
unpromifitig ; — when every alarm brought 
a panic along with it, till roufed by infult, 
and a fenfe of danger, the national fpirit 
at length awoke ; vigorous meafures were 
purfued ; and, by the good hand of our 
God upon us, have wonderfully profpered. 
— Is it a thing impoflible, is it even impro- 
bable, that fimilar caufes may produce fimi- ' 
lar effedls in the councils and meafures of 
the nation with whom we contend ? 

Were they' in reality weaker than .we are 
willing to fuppbfe, it would ill become us 
to deny a truth, of which we ourfelves 
ha'we fo lately had the happy " experience, 
to wit, " That the battle is not always to 

*' thp 
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** the ftrong," Both at Minden and S^uebec^ 
€very advantage for vidlory is now certainly 
known to have been on the fide of our e- 
nemics. The fate of nations is not deter- 
mined by the policy of men : the events of 
war are condudled and , over-mled by a 
higher hand than the arm of flefh. Hear 
what God faid to the Jews by the Prophet 
Jeremiah : " Though ye had fmitten the 
whole army of the Chaldeans that fight 
againll you, and there remained but 
wounded men among them, y-et {hould 
they rife up every man in his tent, and 
burn this city with fire" — ** Without 
n.e," fays he by another Prophet, " they 
** fliall bow down under the priloncrs, and 
*' they (hall fall under the flain/' . 

Bleflcd be God, we have large and ma- 
nifold grounds of thankfgiving ; but the 
very grounds of our thankfgiving are like- 
wife monitors of humility, and prefs the 
neceflity of fecuring the friendfliip of that 
Almighty Being, who " doth according 
*' to his will in the armies of heaven, and 
** among ft the inhabitants of this eartlj.'* 
Pride and fecurity are fatal prefages of ap- 
proaching 
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preaching ruin. " Before deftrudlion 

*• the heart of man is haughty.*' How 
awful W2LS the doom pronounced againft 
Tyre \ (Ezekiel xxviii. 2. et feq.). " Thus 
•* £kith the Lord God, Becaufe thine heart 
•* is lifted up, and thou haft faid, I am 
^ a god, I fit in the feat of God, in the 
^ midft of the feas j yet thou art a man, 
•* and not God, though thou haft fet thine 
** heart as the heart of God : behold, thou 
** art wifer than Daniel ; there is no fe- 
" erec that they can hide from thee: 
** with thy wifdom, and with thine un- 
" derftanding, thou haft gotten thee riches, 
** and haft gotten gold and filver into thy 
*' treafiares : by thy great wifdom, and by 
^ thy traffic, haft thou increafed thy riches, 
" and thine heart is lifted up becaufe of thy 
" riches. Therefore thus faith the Lord 
*' God, Becaufe thou haft fet thine heart as 
" the heart of God ; behold therefore, I will 
" bring ftrangers upon thee, the terrible of 
** the nations : and they fliall draw their 
** fword3 againft the beauty of thy wifdom, 
" and they fliall defile thy brightnefs. 
" They fhall bring thee down to the pit, 

" and 
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" and thou fhalt die the deaths of them that 
" are llain in the midfl of the feas." 

Let us learn wifdom from their folly. 

Let tlicir punifhment admonifh us to 

beware of that pride which God abhorreth : 
Let the manifold goodnefs we profefs 
to celebrate this day, lead us to " that re- 
" pentancc which is never to be repented 
** of j" — and let us fervcndy pray, That " the 
" Holy Spirit may be given unto us, to fhed 
" abroad the love of God. in our hearts," 
as an effectual principle of all holy obe- 
dience. Then may we hope, that the Lord 
of Hods will go forth with our armies, and 
lead them on to new and ftill gieatcr tri- 
umphs ; till at length the defolations of war 
fhall be happily terminated by a fafe, an 
honourable, and lading peace. • Which may 
God of his infinite mercy grant, through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 
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